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PREFACE 


When  an  Editor  ventures  to  call  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Public  to  a  volume  of  Remains, 
possessing  no  peculiar  claim  to  originality  of 
thought,  or  other  mark  of  literaiy  distinction^ 
some  apology  may  reasonably  be  expected. 

To  plead  the  strength  of  filial  attachment^ 
naturally  anxious  to  protract  to  a  later  period 
the  memory  of  a  relative  endeared  by  every 
effort  of  parental  tenderness ;  or  even  to  plead 
the  urgent  request  of  the  Author's  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, who,  separated  for  a  season  fimn 
the  society  of  the  man  they  once  loved  and 
revered,  would  hold  in  their  possession  some 
memorial  of  his  departed  worth; — however 
forcible  and  sufficient  such  pleas  might  appear 
to  the  immediate  circle  of  intin^y  and  friend- 
ship, they  must,  in  most  cases,  be  deemed  in* 
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admissible,  when,  passing  the  boundary  of  all 
minor  circles,  we  address  the  public  at  Ifrge. 

The  ground,  therefore,  on  which  the  Editor, 
in  this  instance,  w^ld  rest  bis  apology,  is 
principally  the  consideration  of  the  Author's, 
superior  and  acknowledged  excellence  of  cha- 
racter,— ^the  high  tone  of  piety  which  distin-* 
glirdhed  him  from  his  very  childhood, — and 
the  evident  sameness  of  holy  principle  which 
^iHtittii^ed  him  in  dll  the  several  relations,  and 

i 

thtbtigh  the  diversified  circumstances,  of  a  life 
saci^ed  to  the  service  of  his  Redeemer  and  the 
b^t  iiitereists  bf  his  feilow-tnen. 

I  have  said,  his  acktwtdledged  excellence  of 
(fhSAracter ;«— &hd  it  afibrds  considerable  plea- 
stire  to  the  £ditbr  to  khow,  that  he  can  with 
confidence  appeal  to  that  proportion  of  the 
Jptiblie  i^'ho  had  the  privilege  of  his  father's 
tdtidquaintance,  in  testimony  of  the  extraordi- 
nary piety,  habitual  ^rituality  of  conversa- 
tion, dignified  consistency  of  deportment,  and 
wireserved  devotedness  to  the  cause  of  God, 
which,  through  life,  so  eminently  distinguished 
him. 
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The  Beighbourhood  in  which  he  so  long  re- 
sidedL  the  villti^;eft  of  the  county  in  which  hn^ 
labodk^y  his'  children  and  servants,  witb  tbt 
many  resptetable  characters  tibw  living  who 
were  edncated  under  his  roof,  can  all  tiestify. 
that  tfie  love  of  God  was  the  element  in  wbidi 
he  lived,  and  that  the  affectionate  o^^tAo^ 
ings  of  his  heart  knew  no  bounds. 

Unquestionably  he  had  his  infirmities  like 
other  men — but  how  much  these  were  the 
subject  of  his  secret  lamentation  and  bitter 
grief,  several  passages  in  his  Retrospect  suffi- 
ciently eVinde. 

In  short,  in  him  was  exemplified  one  idif  those 
instances  which  prove  the  high  attainment  in 
purity  and  devotion  of  which  the  human  mind 
is  capable  even  in  this  imperfect  state,  when 
habitual  meditation  on  the  word  of  God  is 
combined  with  fervent  prayer  and  patient  per- 
severanee. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  Editor  humbly 
submits  to  the  candid  notice  of  the  Christian 
Reader  the  following  pages, .  hoping  they  may 
prove  the  means   (if  not   of  amusing  the 
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&Qcy,  y^t)  of  promoting  ia .,  the  beart;^  under 
the  blessing  of  God,  that  saoie;  spirit  d^boli-^ 
ness,  that  confidence  in  God  mid  deyout  sere^ 
nity  of  mind«  which  the  dear  Authpr  y(Bs  en- 
abled to  manif<^t  to  tbe  last^  when  jiuddenly, 
like  Ely  ah»  he  left  the  chariots  of  Israel  for  the 
Paradise  of  God !  r     ;      . 

Let  us  be  weaned  from  all  below» 

Let  hope  our  grief  expel ;; ' 
Till  death  invite  our  souls  to  go 

Where  our  best  kindred  dwell!  '- 

WATTg.    ■ 


•\ 


R.  BOWDEN. 


.  blingtoa, 
i^  4>  1814. 
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CONTAXHINO  A 

RETROSPECT 

OF  THE 

DIVINE  PROCEEDINGS  TOWARDS  HIM, 

TAKEH  AT  DIFFEKEIIT  SRA80VS» 

FROM  THE  TIME  0¥  HIS  ENTERING  ON  THE 
MINISTERIAL  OFFICE, 

TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  HIS  DEATH,  ON  THE  6"^  AFKIL,1^% 


RETROSPECT, 


ICc. 
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SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DIVINE  DEALINGS  WITH 
ME,  FROM  THE  TIME  OF  MY  FIKST  ENTERING 
ON  THE  MINISTERIAL  OFFICE  AT  FAREHAM  IN 
HAMPSHIRE,  JULY  8,  1767. 

xJaVING  received  an  affectionate  and  unani- 
mous call  from  the  Church  at  Fareham,  I  considered 
it  deeply ;  and  after  deliberate  consultation  with  my 
friends,  and  frequent  application  to  a  Throne  of 
Grace,  from  a  real  desire,  I  trust,  of  being  taught 
the  will  of  God,  I  began  to  think  that  Divine  Pro- 
vidence had  marked  out  my  way,  and  appointed 
this  place  as  the  centre  of  my  future  labours.  In 
consequence  of  this  conclusion,  I  solemnly  renewed 
the  surrender  of  my  all  unto  the  Lord,  expressing 
my  fervent  desire  to  be  employed  successfully  in  his 
important  service,  and  was  soon  after  set  apart  to 
the  ministerial  work,  by  prayer  and  imposition,  of 
hands.  Known  unto  the  Lord  my  God  arc  the 
views  and  resolutions  with  which  I  entered  on  tliesc 
solemn  engagements. 

I  hope,  that  notwithstanding  all  /the  treachery  and 
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wickedness  of  the  heart,  my  professions  were  sin? 
cere  and  my  motives  good* 


Oct.  20,  1768. — I  paid   my  addresses  to 


Equally  sensible  of  the  importance  of  sueh  a  concera, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  Divine  direction^  we  were  mu- 
tually desirous  of  referring  the  whole  matter  to  the 
will  and  providence  of  God ;  and  accordingly  agreed 
to  set  apart  one  hour  every  Tuesday,  wherein  we 
should  meet  (though  at  a  great  distance  from  each 
other),  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  to  acknowledge  God 
in  this  our  way,  and  earnestly  seek  his  promised  aid. 
This  practiceof  meeting  weekly  forthe  purpose  of  joint 
supplication  to  our  Father  in  heaven,  with  a  determi- 
nation to  follow  where  and  where  only  he  should  lead, 
was  continued  until  Tuesday,  June  the  20th,  176P, 
when  we  were  publicly  united  in  the  dearest  bonds: 
— a  day  this^  which  will,  I  hope,  be  recollected 
with  gratitude  to  God,  and  with  joy  to  ourselves, 
through  all  eternity.  I  would  devoutly  praise  my 
God,  that  he  hath  provided  me  with  a  companion  so 
affectionate,  so  pious,  and  every  way  valuable* 
This  blessing  I  receive  as  a  pledge  of  new-cove- 
nant love,  and  derive  tenfold  satisfaction  from  it,  as 
flowing  from  that  precious  fountain. — Whence  is 
this,  O  Lord,  to  me;  to  one  so  sinful,  so  unworthy 
thy  regard ! 

On  the  ordinance  day  following,  I  preached  a 
sermon  on  Gen.  xxviii.  20,  21,  S2;  where,  solemn- 
ly covenanting  with  the  Lord,  I  gave  mysdf  up  to 
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him,  and  to  his  service,  seriously,  cordially,  and  for 
ever.  O  my  God,  if  there  be  hypocrisy  in  my  heart,- 
discover  it  to  me ;  but  I  thank  thee,  that  in  this 
thing,  my  heart  condemneth  me  not,  and  I  have 
confidence  towards  thee,  I  desire  to  bless  the 
Lord,  that  I  found  much  enlargement  of  heart  in  the 
exercise;  and  this  strengthens  my  hope  in  him,  and  in 
his  favourable  intentions  towards  me. — O  my  God !  I 
would  take  thee  for  mySovereign,my  G  uide,  myGuard, 
my  Friend,  my  Father,  my  Portion,  my  all  in  alL 
The  holy  angels,  ray  fellow-worshippers,  and  my  own 
conscience,  are  witnesses  to  my  sacramental  vows. 
O  Lord,  give  me  thy  grace,  that  I  may  fulfil  them. 

1771. 
Jan.  1. — ^The  morning  of  a  New- Year's  Day, 
summons  my  thoughts  with  all  my  powers  to  re- 
view the  instances  of  God's  wonderful  goodness. 
Wherever  I  turn  mine  eyes,  my  soul  is  saluted 
with  miracles  of  mercy.  Mercy  has  dai1;ed  its  be- 
nign and  reviving  rays  through  the  thickest  clouds 
of  darkness,  sin,  and  despondency,  and  graciously 
scattered  its  various  influences  on  a  guilty  worm. 
Family  mercies,  health,  and  friends  have  been 
liberally  granted.  What  shall  I  render  to  my 
God  for  all  his  benefits.  My  heart  seems  to 
glow  with  gratitude.  May  it  vent  itself  in 
love  and  obedience!  Give  me,  O  give  me  more 
grace,  more  of  thine  image,  more  of  the  holy,  the 
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2dly.  The  Lord  was  pleased,  by  my  unprofitableness, 
to  teach  me  more  of  the  true  method  of  preaching, 
and  to  shew  me  where  I  had  been  deficient ;  that  though 
I  had  been  much  engaged  in  preaching  Christ,  and 
encouraging  and  beseeching  sinners  to  come  to  him, 
yet  I  had  not  been  sufficiently  careful  to  convince 
the  sinner  of  his  wretched  and  miserable  state  by  na- 
ture, and  in  opening  and  discovering  to  him  the 
plague  of  his  own  heart.  The  necessity  of  often  in- 
sisting on  these  points  has  appeared  to  me  in  a 
clearer  light  than  ever,  while  reading  that  excellent 
book,  **Sheppard's  Sound  Believer"  (a  book  to  which 
I  was  very  providentially  directed),  and  "  Bolton's 
Method  of  Comforting  afflicted  Consciences." 

3dly.  The  Lord  was  pleased  by  my  unprofitable- 
ness to  humble  me  under  a  deeper  conviction  of 
my  own  inability  and  negligence,  and  to  bring  me 
rather  to  desire  that  grace  whereby  I  should  be 
rendered  faithful,  than  the  honour  of  being  suc- 
cessfnl.  Oh  how  have  I  been  abased  under  a 
sense  of  my  deficiency ;  and  how  earnestly  have  I 
been  led  to  cry  for  enlightening,  quickening,  and 
assisting  grace ! 

4thly.  Tkt  Lord  gave  me  to  see,  that  my  distress 
and  grief  on  account  of  the  want  ef  success,  had  much 
pride  in  it.  This  tJie  Lord  ^-ho  searcheth  the 
heart  had  noticed,  and  therefore  righteously  denied 
what  I  had  so  earnestly  requested.  I  see  more  and 
xnoie  that  it  rs  the  humble  soul  whom  God  mill 
honour. 
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This  morning  (being  the  third  or  fourth  weekly 
return  of  the  season  which   I   had  agreed,    with 
several  neighbouring  Ministers,  to  employ  in  united 
prayer  for  a   blessing  on  our  labours),  the  Lord 
was  pleased   to   make    very  great  and   humbling 
discoveries  to  my  soul.     I  was  given  to  see  some- 
thing of  hb  glory.     My  mind  was  powerfully  im* 
pressed    and   filled  with  the  apprehension  of   his 
Greatness  and  Majesty,  till  in  humble  abasement 
I  fell  at  his  feet,  abhorring  myself  and  shrinking 
into  nothing  before   him.       Now  I  was  brought 
to  be  ashamed  of,    and  humbled  for,    my  former 
deep   but  pharisaical  sorrows    on  account  of  my 
little  success.    I  was  led  to  see  more  of  the  dignity 
of  the  ministerial   work,    and   my  own  unworthi- 
ness  of  it     I  was  brought  to  acquiesce  in  the  will  of 
God,  though  he  had  not  seen  6t  to  honour  me  with 
that  success  which  I  had  so  impatiently  desired.     I 
was  laid  low  at  his  footstool  through  a  consciousness 
of  the  pride  of  my  heart,  as  um^orthy  to  lift  up  so 
much  as  my  eyes  to  his  Sacred  Majesty ;  and  felt 
that  I  hardly  dared  to  ask  for  the  honour  which  I 
had  before  so  importunately  and  pertinaciously  en- 
treated.   I  was  ready  to  say.  Lord  !  who  am  I,  that 
I  should  be  called  to  this  great  work ;  an  employ 
that  would  do  honour  to  the  bright  angels  above? 
Who  am  I,  that  I  should  be  cast  down  if  I  have 
not  the  great  honour  of  being  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing souls  to  Christ  ^    O  give  me  a  heart  to  subscribe 
to  thy  wisdom,  in  choosing  the  instruments  for  the 
calling  of  thy  phosen  ones,   by  whom  thou  wilt  be 
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more  exalted  and  glorified.  May  I  be  made,  by  thy 
grace,  such  a  vessel  of  honour,  be  emptied  of  self, 
and  filled  with  a  pure  and  ardent  zed  for  thy  glory ! 
Amen  and  amen. 

July  2 1  .—I  have  been  this  day  observing  in  pub- 
lic the  anniversary  of  my  ordination,  from  those  afifect- 
ing  words,  Gal.  iv.  1 1.  "I am  afraid  of  you,  lest  I 
have  bestowed  upon  you  labour  in  vain." 

O  that  I  had  not  so  much  reason  to  make  the 
melancholy  application  !  But  what  shall  I  say  ?  I 
would  desire  to  say,  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 
But  it  is  affecting,  and  tiuly  painful  to  my  soul, 
to  think  of  being  an  instrument  employed  in 
sealing  up  poor  souls  in  judicial  hardness ;  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  sinners  who  will  not  hear, 
that  his  righteousness  may  be  thereby  made 
more  manifest  in  their  everlasting  condemnation ! 
But  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  that  it  should 
be  so,  why  shoulc^t  thou,  my  soul,  reply  against 
him  ? — I  have  been  free  in  telling  my  people, 
that  in  my  most  serious  reflections,  I  have  been 
ready  to  conclude,  that  the  Lord  hath  no  great  work 
of  mercy  for  me  to  do  in  this  place.  O  my  God  ! 
how  would  it  rejoice  my  heart  to  find  it  otherwise! — 
but  my  judgment  is  with  the  Lord,  and  my  work 
with  my  God.  O  Lord,  my  God,  I  have  long 
sown  in  tears,  and  shall  I  not  reap  in  joy  ?  Thou  wilt 
give  the'precious  seed  a  body,  as  it  shall  please  thee ; 
and  hovvever  contrary  to  qay  present  desires,  I  shall 
then  reap  the  precious  fruit  with  joy,  with  adoratiori> 
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and  with  praise.     Oh  help  me  now  to  say,  "  Father, 
glorify  thy  name !"   Amen. 

Sept.  25. — Blessed  be  God  !  he  has  been  pleased, 
I  trust,  at  length  to  crown  my  labours  with  some 
success,  and  to  turn  my  sorrow  into  joy.^-I  have 
lately  been  conversing  with  a  young  man  who  ap- 
pears to  be  sincerely  setting  his  face  Zionward. 
Working  in  this  town,  and  attending  occasionally 
at  the  Meeting,  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  cause 
the  word  to  fasten  on  him,  and  to  carry  light 
and  conviction  with  it  to  his  heart.  He  thought 
himself  in  a  right  and  safe  way  before;  but  the 
Lord  graciously  convinced  him  of  his  mistake  whil^ 
in  the  course  of  my  exposition,  I  was  treating  on 
the  history  of  Pharoah's  hardness,  and  the  severe  and 
repeated  judgments  of  God  made  use  of  to  subdue 
and  make  him  yield. — In  this  I  cannot  but  observe 
several  things.  It  was  after  I  had  been  long  and 
severely  exercised,  that  the  Lord  was  pleased  thus 
to  appear  and  clothe  the  word  with  power.  When 
the  Lord  had  brought  low,  and,  in  some  measure, 
made  humble,  then  he  graciously  appeared,  and 
gave  the  honour  of  success.  This  was  because 
he  would  have  the  honour  ascribed  to  himself.  O 
my  soul,  to  Him  do  thou  ascribe  it!  Be  thou  exalted 
O  my  God !  in  thine  own  strength.  Thou  shalt 
wear  the  crown ;  and  my  joy  shall  be  to  see  thy 
glory  advancing,  and  especially  to  be  instrumental 
therein*     It  was  when  I  was  sowing  in  tears,  that 
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the  Lord  was  pleased  to  give  the  increase,  and  thu9 
enabled  me  to  reap  with  joy, 

1772. 
April  26.— I  call  upon  my  soul  to  praise  the 
Lord,  for  what  he  hath  done  for  me !  I  would  praise 
him  for  personal  mercies,  family  mercies,  and  sing 
of  judgment  too.  The  sword  hath  been  drawn,  but 
it  is  sheathed  again.  Twice  my  dear  child  has  been 
shaken  over  the  grave,  and  every  glimmering  hope  of 
her  reviving  again  was  gone ;  but  yet  she  lives — ^lives 
as  a  continued  comfort  to  her  dear  parents,  and,  I 
hopCy  to  be  an  instrument  to  exalt  the  praises  of  her 
dear  Redeemer.  Oh  that  this  may  be  her  employ, 
yea,  her  everlasting  employ !  I  hope  I  have  cause  to 
sing  of  mercy  in  the  midst  of  judgment, — mercy,  re- 
vealed under  all  the  darkness  of  this  trying  dispensa- 
tion. I  found  myself  enabled  to  resign  my  dear 
babe  to  her  God  and  my  God.  With  him  I  left 
her,  with  some  degree  of  complacency,  submitting  to 
the  disposal  of  a  wise  and  loving  Father.  Through 
his  rich  grace,  my  soul  could  rest  on  the  everlasting 
covenant,  and  find  consolation  in  his  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises.  I  looked  unto  him  aiid  was 
lightened.  This  God  is  my  God,  for  ever  and  ever : 
he  shall  be  my  guide  even  unto  death. 

1773. 
June. — Glory  be  to  that  God,  who  has  accounted 
me  faithful,  putting  me  into  the  ministry  and  has 
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given  me  some  appearances  of  his  Almighty  power 
attending  my  poor  labours.  His  name  be  praised, 
that  all  the  seed  sown  is  not  lost.  Though  all  was 
sown  in  weakness,  I  trust  some  is  raised  in  power. 
I  ought  indeed  to  be  thankful  that  it  is  not  all  bar- 
renness. There  are  some  fruits,  though  but  as 
the  gleanings  of  the  vintage. 

A  young  lady  of  Portsmouth  Common,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  is  another  seal  added  to  the  mi- 
nistry of  the  unworthiest  of  God's  servants.  Glory 
be  to  God  for  these  beginnings,  these  first-fruits. 
Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  power;  be  thine  the  glory!  Oh 
to  see  the  fields  white  for  harvest !  Oh,  Lord,  rer 
turn ! 

1774. 

June  26. — Again  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  will  I  sing 
praises:  I  would  sing  aloud  of  journeying  mercies 
granted  me  and  my  family — of  mercy  in  the  midst 
of  judgment  would  I  sing.  Myself  and  son  have 
been  thrown  out  of  a  chaise,  the  wheel  going  over 
my  leg,  yet  no  material  hurt  received.  Lord,  all  my 
bones  praise  thee.  May  I  never  lose  the  sense  of  thy 
goodness ! — Perhaps  this  accident  and  deliverance 
were  designed  to  render  me  more  humble  and  de- 
pendent, to  quicken  me  in  prayer  and  in  praise. 
Lord,  what  am  I  when  left  of  thee !  I  cannot  express 
how  much  I  am  indebted  to  thee  for  thine  upholding 
andpreventing  kindness !     Let  me  live  to  thee ! 

Juhf  17.— This  day  I  have  been  considering  my 
Qwn  obligations  as  a  ministeri  and  the  duty  of  my 
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people  as  bearers ;  the  talents  our  Lord  has  entrust- 
ed us  with,  and  his  expectations  from  us,  in  a  dis- 
course founded  on  the  Parable  of  the  Talents^ 
What  shame  and  self-abasement  become  me  on 
account  of  my  unprofitableness!  How  small  a  pro- 
portion do  my  best  efforts  bear  to  my  obligations!  O 
God  of  grace,  quicken  me  in  thy  way,  enliven  my  af- 
fections, warm  my  zeal ;  increase  my  light,  my  faith, 
my  strength ;  widen  the  vessel,  and  fill  it  with  thy  full- 
ness. Let  the  image  of  Christ  shine  in  my  conduct, 
the  Spirit  of  grace  attend  my  feeble  ministrations  for 
good  to  precious  souls,  that  sower  and  reaper  may 
one  day  rejoice  together. 

1775. 
Aug.  6. — We  have  this  day  been  devoting  our 
dear  child  in  baptism.  May  the  Lord  take  her  into 
his  arms,  and  bless  her !  Oh  that  the  grace  of  the 
covenant  may  reach  the  hearts  of  all  our  dear  chil- 
dren, and  effectually  engage  them  all  on  the  Lord's 
side !  I  have  been  caUing  to  remembrance  God's 
faithful  care  and  abundant  mercy,  since  I  engaged 
myself  to  be  his ;  and  can  set  to  my  seal,  that  God 
is  true.  Hitherto,  indeed,  he  has  graciously  led,  and 
fed,  and  delivered  me.  Nothing  hath  failed  of 
all  the  good  things  he  spake  unto  me  of;  and  I 
can  believe  (blessed  be  his  name)  nothing  xvilL 
With  this  persuasion,  I  have  been  reviewing  my 
engagements  to  be  his,  esteeming  it  to  be  my 
reasonable  service,  my  unspeakable  privilege.  •  O 
that  his  i»x)mises,  and  my  engagements,  may  be  ever 
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fresh  on  my  memory  and  my  heart !  And  oh  that 
I  may  bear  an  honourable  testimony  to  the  faith- 
fulness of  Divine  care  and  mercy,  with  my  latest 
breath ! 

Nbv.l9. — This  is  now  the  fifth  Sabbath  since  the 
providence  of  God  has,  by  bodily  indisposition, 
pressed  me  down,  debarring  me  from  that  delightful 
work  to  which  he  hath  called  me !  Oh  that  he  would 
shew  me  wherefore  he  thus  contendeth  with  me  and 
the  Church!  Perhaps  it  may  be  to  impress  the 
minds  of  the  people  with  a  deeper  conviction  of  the 
solemnity  and  value  of  the  Gospel  Ministry ;  to 
teach  them  that  his  ministers  are  held  in  his  hand, 
and  go  and  return  at  his  will,  and  thus  excite  them 
to  greater  diligence  in  improving  the  blessing  while ' 
it  lasts.  Oh  that  in  this  sense  the  providence  may 
answer  the  desired  end  ! 

But  it  has  lessons  to  my  own  soul  as  well  as 
others.  "  I  have  had  the  sentence  of  death  in  my- 
self, that  I  should  not  trust  in  myself,  but  in  God 
who  raiseth  the  dead.'*  Perhaps  it  is  designed  to 
teach  me,  that  instead  of  stationing  me  in  a  larger 
sphere,  he  might  justly  close  my  lips  in  perpetual 
silence,  and  thus  check  my  uneasy  discontented 
spirit.  Perhaps  it  is  to  teach  me,  that,  instead  of 
revealing  his  grace  for  my  greater  usefulness,  he 
might  justly  set  me  aside  as  a  broken  vessel,  no  lon- 
ger to  be  employed  in  the  least  service.  Perhaps  it 
is  to  remind  me  of  past  inactivity^  and  my  little  im- 
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provement  of  those  valuable  opportunities  I  have 
enjoyed.  Perhaps  he  may  have  further  and  greater 
work  for  me  to  do ;  and^  by  showing  me  how  incapa- 
ble my  constitution  is  of  supporting  the  fatigues  of 
my  present  school  engagements,  may  be  pointing  out 
my  duty,  and  by  these  afflictive  exercises  preparing 
me  for  the  duties  of  a  wider  sphere.  However  k 
be,  I  trust  the  prevailing  language  of  my  heart  is 
this:  ^'  Not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  I  feel  not 
solicitous  as  to  the  event  of  these  exercises  as  they 
respect  life  or  death,  so  that  it  may  be  the  means 
of  promoting  the  glory  of  God.  May  I  be  enabled 
rightly  to  improve  the  dispensation  !  O  Thou  who 
givest  grace,  who  givest  more  grace !  who  hast  said, 
My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee !  give  thy  rich  grace 
to  my  soul ;  give  thy  grace  to  my  companion  io 
affliction;  and  help  us  to  sing  of  judgment  and  to 
sing  of  mercy. 


S0M£  GENERAL  VIEW  OF  TH£  CONDUCT  OF  ▲ 
GRACIOUS  PROVIDENCE  IN  JffT  REMOVAL  FROM 
MT  CHARGE  AT  FAREHAM^  AND  MT  SETTLE* 
MENT  AT  TOOTING. 

For  several  months  my  health  gradually  declioed  at 
Fareham ;  and  though  I  continued  preaching  there  £ar 
gome  time  in  a  state  of  ^reat  weakness,  yet  I  mow 
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Ifotind  it  absolutely  necessary  wholly  to  decline  my 
ministerial  labours.  After  having  preached  from 
these  wordsj  "  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy 
law,  and  nothing  shall  offend  them/'  I  signified  to  the 
people  the  necessity  I  was  under  of  declining  public 
service  for  a  season.  1  took  a  journey  to  London, 
where  I  continued  several  months.  During  this  time 
I  visited  some  relations  at  Tooting,  with  no  thought 
of  a  settlement  in  that  neighbourhood.  But  "  God*8 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts."  I  was  soon  in- 
formed that  Dr.  Wilton  had  received  a  call  from  the 
church  at  the  Weigh-house,  and  was  still  in  debate 
with  his  own  church  at  Tooting  whether  to  accept  or 
refuse  it  As  soon  as  he  knew  of  my  being  at  Toot- 
ing, he  called,  and  urged  my  preaching  a  lecture.  At 
that  time  I  had  not  preached  for  three  months,  and 
was  still  very  weak ;  but  being  urged,  I  at  length 
complied.  1  chose  for  my  subject,  2  Pet,  i.  10: 
^'  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  your 
election  sure."  The  next  morning  I  was  much  sur- 
prised by  a  proposal  from  the  Doctor,  relative  to  my 
settlement  at  Tooting.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that  I 
should  be  acceptable  among  the  people,  and  should 
find  a  comfortable  settlement  among  them.  .  I  could 
say  little :  nor  did  I  wish  to  have  a  will  of  my  own 
until  I  should  know  by  farther  intimation  the  wnll  of 
God.  I  preached  a  second  time  at  Tooting,  and  tbep 
returned  to  Fareham.    On  the  i^xt  dfty  I  preached 

■wbat  proved  to  be  my  last  sermon  as  their  pastor, 

«    •  ■  #v        ■  I    ^ 
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fhrni  these  \%t)rds^^^  I  trill  hear  wiiat  God  the  Lord 
u-fll  speak.** 

I  performed  the  joumej  fitHn  London  to  Fare* 
hain  in  a  single^Kirse  chaiAe,  in  stoimy  weather, 
and  alohe,  widi  more  ease  than  I  oould  have  ext 
pected ;  but  I  had  not  come  in  view  of  the  sea  from 
^  bill  a  little  out  of  the  tonn,  before  I  felt  the  re* 
turn  of  the  oppression  on  my  lungs,  attended  with  the 
relaxation  of  my  nerves.  These  effects  of  the  sea  air 
pnevailed  so  much  that  the  short  sermon  I  preached 
On  the  next  day  was  delivered  with  great  difficulty^ 
and  two  days  after  I  appeared  like  a  person  hr  ad  - 
vanced  iii  a  decline.  On  the  evening  of  ^t  day 
(Tuesday)  I  took  an  aifectionite  leave  of  my  endear- 
eel  friends ;  and  there  joined  with  them  in  a  very 
scrieiun  and  cordial  surrender  of  each  other  to  the 
keeping  and  direction  of  our  God  in  covenant 

^V'hite  staying  with  my  friends  in  Wiltshire  I  re-^ 
cei  ved  a  letter  from  Dr.  WiitDu,  expressing  a  difficulty, 
which  some  of  the  members  of  the  Churdi  at  Toot- 
ing had  oftared,  respecting  their  tnvidng  ne  lo  be 
their  pastor,  unless  the  church  at  Farehan  would 
coticur  in  J  giving  me  up.  That  difficulty  the  provi*- 
dence  of  God  had  removed  by  the  remarkable  cir- 
-^umstanoes  attending  my  last  return  to  Farefaam. 

May  1,  1776, 1  arrived  at  Tooting  as  a  profaa^ 
tinner;  and  after  preaching  three  months^  received  an 
Unanimous  call  to  the  pastoral  office.  August  ii5,  I 
I^^Hqly.  accepted  the  call,  preaching  from  these 
words ;  "  I  determined  to  know  nothing  among  you 
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save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified/'  On  the  15th 
of  September,  I  was  solemnly  set  apart  to  the  pastoral 
office  at  Tooting,  when  Dr.  Wilton  preached  from 
these  ivords ;  ^^  We  preach  iK)t  ourselves,  but  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord/' 

Oh  how  many  merciea  have  I  seen  I  Bless  thfc 
Lord,  O  my  soul  1  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits. 
He  called  me  to  follow  him  when  I  knew  not  whi* 
ther  I  went :  but  he  hath  not  failed  me  nor  forsaken 
me.  He  hath  healed  my  diseases,  and  opened  my 
lips  again  to  show  forth  his  praises,  and  still  encou* 
rages  mCj  by  the  richest  experience  of  his  kindness, 
and  by  his  most  preciou£^  promises,  to  rest  in  the  per« 
suasion  that  he  will  never  kave  me,  and  that  he  will 
never  forsake  me. 

1785. 

Dec.  14, — 1  have  been  this  day  calling  upon  my 
soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  to  praise  the  Lord,  for 
aii  his  abundant  and  long-continued  goodness  to  ine. 
Through  very  many  dang^s  he  has  brought  me,  and 
from  the  very  borders  of  the  grave,  from  time  to 
lime,  hath  raised  me,  and  from  year  to  year  attended 
me  with  renewed  displays  of  his  mercy.  For  forty 
years  I  have  been  cast  upon  him,  and  mil  those  years 
have  tasted  that  he  is  good.  I  was  cast  upon  him  by 
my  praying  parents,  who  embraoed  the  covenant  pror 
mise,  and  pleaded  it  on  my  behalf.  In  early  youths 
his  rich  and  precious  grace  enabled  me  to  plead  Uie 
same  promise  on  tny  own  behalf;  and  after  twenty- 

c2 
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fiveycars'  experience  or  more,  I  find  abundant  reason 
to  acknowledge  to  his  glory  that  I  have  indeed  served 
a  good  Master :  whatever  difficulties  have  Uireatened 
me,  he  has  never  left  me  without  some  gracious  dis- 
coveries of  his  fatherly  care.  Truly  God  is  good  to 
Israel.  I  cannot  review  the  experience  I  have  had 
of  bis  goodness,  without  astonishment :  and  O  what 
poor  returns  have  been  made,  how  little  has  my  hard 
heart  been  warmed  and  constrained  even  by  the 
mercies  of  God  !  My  obedience  and  services,  aiasi 
have  been  little  more  than  a  desire,  though  a  sin- 
cere desire^  to  glorify  God  in  my  body  and  spirit^ 
which  are  His.  O  Lord,  quicken  thou  me  in  thy 
way :  form'  my  heart  anew  :  let  me  be  anointed 
with  fresh  oil :  direct  my  roving  heart  into  thy  love  ! 
Let  it  be  my  heaven  upon  earth  to  do  thy  will ;  and 
if  it  be  thy  heavenly  pleasure,  own  me  as  thy  servant. 

1789. 
Dec.  14.— I  have  again  this  evening  been  reviewing 
the  way  in  which  the  Lord  hath  led  me,  and  O  what 
mercy  presents  itself  to  my  view!  It  is  now  more 
than  twenty  years  since  I  was  placed  at  the  head  of  ;a 
family;  when  I  opened  my  mouth  ubto  the  Lord  in  a 
solemn  covenant  engagement,  and   made    Jacob's 

m 

VOW  my  own.  Blessed  be  God,  he  has  been  with 
me,  and  kept  me :  he  has  given  me  bread  ta  ea^  and 
raiment  to- put  on:  he  has  ever  been  mindful  of  his 
covenant,  and  given  me  of  hi^  choicest  blessings*  I 
know  of  no  oiie  more  deeply  indebted  to  his  goodness 
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than  I  am.  He  hath  confirmed  my  feeble  constitu* 
tion,  and  given  me  a  happy  share  of  health  :  he  has 
blessed  me  with  many  kind  and  endeared  friends : 
he  has  giv^n  me  a  suitable  companion  of  my. cares 
and  labours,  of  my  sorrows  and  my  joys — an 
help  meet  indeed — a  true,  helper  of  my  faith  and 
joy.  He  has  bles3ed  me  with  healthful,  obedient, 
and  affectionate  children  :  he  has  blessed  me  with 
an  affectionate  and  attentive  people  :  he  hath  en- 
abled me  to  be,  I  trust,  faithful  and  affectionate  in 
dealing  with  their  souls  about  their  eternal  intent  : 
he  has  graciously  set  his  seal  on  my  ministry,  and 
has  given  me  some  to  be  my  joy  and  crown.  Blessed 
be  his  Name,  he  hath  given  me  the  souls  of  my 
children,  one  after  another :  he  has  set  his  love  upqn 
them,  and  revealed  his  Son  in  them :  and  then  he  has^ 
in  his  moat  indulgent  providence,  opened  a  way  for 
their  very  comfortable,  settlement , in  the  >vorld. 
The  heart  of  one  of  them  he  hath  inclined  to  the 
ministry,  and  given  me  reason  to  hope,  tliat  when 
my  lips  shall  be  silent  in  the  grave,  his  mouth  shall 
be  open  to  plead  the  cause  of  my  dear  Redeemer, 
and  proclaim  his  love :  and.  by  the  serious  dispo- 
sition of  my  younger  children,  he  has  caused  me 
to  hope,  that  not  a  ^^hopf  shall,  be  left  behind ;" 
that  every  vessel  in  my  house  shall  be  a  vessel  of 
Jbcnpur,;  that  every  child  shall  be  a  jewel  in  my 
Redeeiqei;'s  crpwn.  ^  Amen  and  amen !  my  heart 
shall  say.  It  is  the  sum. of  my, most  ardent  wishes. 
It  is  indeed  the  highest  ambition  ^f  my  squI,  that  I 


and  my  bouse  may  be  wholly,  and '  for  evekr,  the 
Lords. 

But  who  am  I,  O  LorJ  God  !  and  wfaatt  is  my 
father's  house,  that  thou  hsurt;  brooght  me  Utherto? 
Why  is  this  profusion  of  goodness?  Metbinks  I 
am  reaping* a  harvest  of  blessings  from  the  pre- 
cious seed  my  pious,  my  prayerful,  parents  sowed,^ 
^who  are  now  in  heaven.  I%eir  prayers  am  come  up 
as  a  memorial  49efore  God,  and  the  richness  ctf  the 
Messing  seems  to  centre  in  me;  and,  blessed  be  God^ 
it  is  a  goodly  heritage,  better  than  thousands  of 
gold  aiid  of  sitvdr.  But  more  than  this ;  I  have 
an  interceding  Saviour  in  heaTon  :  He  bears  me 
tfpon  his  heart — the  Lord  will  be  mindful  of  bis 
icovcnant.     O  that  t^y  Teturos  wei«e  mone  suitable  i 

0  how  little  hav6  I  done,  and  how  defective  is  all 

1  have  attempted'!  Lord,  give  me  a  M^aimer  beart^ 
render  me  more  fervent  in  spirit,  and  let  my  life 
Tprraise  thee! 

1790. 

Dec.  14. — Another  Ebenezer  I  am  now  directed 
to  raise,  in  grateful  commemoration  of  the  great 
jgobdness  of  Iny  covenant  God,  in  helpbg  me 
through  inothet  year.  The  past  has  been  a  year  of 
various  eicperience.  It  pleased  the  Lord  this  last 
summer,  and  after  a  irery  long  journey,  to  yi&k  me 
iicith  akrmirtg  illness,  and  to  call  me  to  converse 
fofhilicirly  with  detith.  Adbred  be  His  name  in  whom 
I  haVe  tfeBe^B,  'I  'ftmnd  ndflrfng  to  fear  ita  ^eath  j 
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and,  at  far  a$  I  know  my  own  hearty  nothing  but  an 
affectionate  solicitude  for  my  family,  an^  a  sincerq 
desire^  in  my  feeble  measure,  still  to  serve  my 
great  Master,  exdtod  in  my  mind  one  wish  to  live. 
^is  mercy  hw,  however,  spared  mo ;  my  Iiealtb  and 
strength  are  renewed,  and  I  hope  1  come  forth 
from  the  trial  animated  with  ^  stronger  desire  than 
ever  to  be  instrumental  in  glorifying  the  name  of 
the  Lord ;  and  this  encourages  me  to  hope  he  vnW 
not  withhold  the  blessing.  He  who  forms  the  in- 
strument desi^is  to  use  it. — -Amen  !  my  heart  shall 
say,  Amen  1 

These  two  last  years  have  been  seasons  of  great 
trial  also  in  my  ministerial  capacity*  It  was  at  a 
time  when  I  was  solacing  myself  in  the  general 
affection  and  esteem  of  my  dear  people,  and  said, 
'^  My  mountain  stands  strong,  I  shall  never  he 
moved,"  that  my  comfort  was  interrupted  by  the 
unkind  treatment  of  one  of  our  old  members,  a 
deacon  of  the  Church.  .  Blessed  be  God,  my  own 
heart  did  not  reproach  me:  and  when  I  review 
my  mercies,  what  matter  for  praise  and  cheerful 
thanksgiving  do  I  see ! .  Mercies  stand  thick  around 
me!  I  have  to  bless  my  God  for  ease  and 
health,  strength  of  body,  and  especially  for  a 
heart  that  sincerely  desires  to  serve  and  glorify 
hini.  I  have  cause  also  to  bless  the  Lord,  for 
frequent  enlargement  in  duty,  for  some  suco^s, 
for  a  people  united  to  me  in  affection,  for  some 
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who' help  me  by  their  prayers.  And  blessed  be 
Gdd'ter  many  family  niercies; — a  family  pleasant  to 
me  and  devoted  to  the  Lord: — my  dear  partner  a 
r^al  helpmate,  as  to  this  world  and  another.  Three 
of  my  dear  children  have  subscribed  with  their  own 
hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  a  fourth  appears  to  be  ear- 
hestly  seeking  Him !  Oh !  what  shall  I  render  unto 
the  Lord  for  all  these  most  precious  benefits !  Indeed 
he  hath  done  great  things  for  me.  I  know  not  any 
one  whom  he  hath  so  remarkably  and  richly  dis- 
titiguished  with  his  special  favours.  Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul !  O  that  my  heart  may  grow 
warmer  and  warmer  in  its  affection  and  returns  to 
such  a  benefactor !  To  his  disposal  I  can  cheerfully 
commit  all  my  temporal  interests.  Though  worldly 
means  are  lessened,  the  Lord  causes  me  conti- 
nually to  rejoice  in  my  work;  and  as  to  other 
things,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  that  my  Father  in 
faeavien  knoweth  that  I  have  need  of  these  things. 
With  thife'dssufance  I  could  preach,  methinks,  though 
li//  recompense  from  my  people  should  fail ;  for  I 
seek  not  theirs ^  but  them ;  and  the  less  I  receive 
from'theoi,  the  more  I  trust  I  shall  have  when  the 
Oi*eltt  Shepherd  shall  appear. 

This  year,  also,  O  thou  ever-blessed  God,  be 
thou'jiiy  helper;  and  whether  comforts  or  crosses 
await  me,  give  thou  me  strength  equal  to  my  day, 
und  that  shall  be  enough!  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with 
thy  counsel,  and  I  know  thy  ways  are  all  judgment. 
Whether  I  shall  see  the  close  of  this  year  I  know  not, 
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nor  am  I  anxious  to  know ;  but  whether  I  live,  I  trust 
I  shall  live  to  the  Lord,  or  whether  I  die,  I  shall  die 
to  the  Lord;  so  that,  whether  living  or  dying,  I  shall 
be  the  Lord's.     Amen  and  amen. 

1791. 
Dec.  14. — ^Thus  far  the  Lord  hath  helped  me. 
O  how  great  is  thy  goodness,  O  Lord,  which  thou 
hast  wrought  for  them  that  hope  in  thee,  before  the 
sons  of  men !  The  last  has  been  a  year  of  mercies,  per- 
sonal mercies,  and  family  mercies.  The  Lord  has 
been  pleased  to  keep  sickness  from  us,  and  blessed 
us  with  health.  He  has  been  pleased  to  keep  trou- 
ble from  us,  nor  suffered  any  breach  to  be  made 
upon  us,  nor  any  very  distressing  breach  to  be  made 
among  our  immediate  connexions.  But  O  how 
soon  may  the  scene  be  changed!  The  comforts 
now  standing  so  thick  around  me  may  very  soon 
wither  and  die :  yet,  blessed  be  God,  they  are  safe 
until  he  is  pleased  to  beckon  them  away,  till  he 
comes  to  transplant  them  into  a  richer  soil.  Glory 
be  to  God,  for  reason  I  have  to  believe  that  he  has 
adopted  four  of  my  children  into  his  oi^ti  family, 
and  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  them!  Glory,  glory 
be  to  the  riches  of  free  and  sovereign  Grace!  He  has 
not  done  so  with  every  family,  nor  even  with  every 
family  of  his  servants  in  the  ministry.  O  may  liis 
mercy  still  abound,  and  gather  yet  more  under  his 
outstretched  wings !  Lord,  let  them  be  in  prosperity 
or  adversity  as  to  the  tbmgs  of  this  world;  as  thine 


ft6  B0WX>£N'8  B£MAINS« 

iufinite  wisdom  shall  direct ;  but  my  heart's  desire 
and  prayer  for  them  is,  that  they  may  be  saved,. 
Among  the  people  of  my  charge,  I  bless  God>  there 
is  peace.    One  of  our  members  and  deacons,  and  a 
precious  fruit  of  my  ministry,  the  Lord  has  been  pleas* 
ed  to  lay  aside  from  usefulness  by  depriving  him  of 
reason.     May  the  Lord  restore  health  to  him  in  due 
lime,  and  sanctify  the  affliction  to  us  all ! — I  fear  this 
has  been  a  year  of  unprofitableness  in  my  ministry  ; 
at  least  no  fruit  at  present  appears  :  yet,  blessed  be 
God,  he  has  so  far  awakened  my  soul  to  desire  to 
serve  and  be  profitable  to  my  fellow-creatures,  and 
so  far  stirred  up  a  spirit  of  prayar  in  me,  that  I  can- 
not but  hope  he  will  in  his  own  tio^  command  the 
blessing.     O  that  I  could  discover  the  occasion  of 
sfiy  unprofitableness  !  Lord,  shew  me  wherefore  thou 
conteodest  with  me !  Yet  would  I  be  willing  to  do 
i^  work  which  thou  hast  allotted  me,  though  it  be 
4QOt  enlivened  with  success ;  but  O  Lord,  how  long ! 
Afresh  would  I,  O  God,  my  God,  make  a  full  sur- 
render of  myself  and  my  all  unto  thee.     Lord,  what 
wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?    Teach  me  thy  will.    To 
serv^  thee,  I  trust,  is  my  delight.    Charge  me  with  a 
commission.  O  fill  me  with  thy  Spirit !  Be  thou  my 
strength  !    I  know  not  what  trials  may  await  me  this 
year ;  but  thou  hast  said,  ''  I  will  never  leave  thee, 
1  will  never  forsake  thee,"  and  I  want  no  more. 
Yea,  though  the  sharpest  sufferings  attend  me,  and  I 
be  called  to  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me.  I 
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wokM  go  fbitb  in  thy  strengtliy  leamng  on  thine  ann, 
and  enoonniged  by  thy  promises.  Lord,  let  tl^ 
itvengtfa  be  proportiooed  to  my  wieftkness,  my  dutieSy 
and  my  trials!  i  trust  my  future  days  will  be 
fiUed  op  with  endeavours  to  serve  thee.  Qh  let  thy 
grace  crown  my  feeble  attempt !  However  it  be,  I 
wish  to  be  humbly  acquiescent  in  thy  will.  Father, 
l^orify  thy  name  i    Amen  and  amen. 

1792. 
Dec,  14. -^Another  year  of  my  pilgrimage  ii 
completed.  Oh  how  fiaist  does  time,  precious  time, 
pass  away !  how  vast  the  concerns  that  hang  upon 
it,  and  of  what  importance  it  is  that  its  predoos 
moments  be  well  improved  1  May  I  never  forget  the 
great  end  for  which  I  have  my  being,  nor  spend  one 
day  without  a  realizing  and  impreasive  regard  to  that 
vast  eternity,  tiiat  boundless,  glonous  eterni^,  to 
which  I  am  hastening.  It  is  an  awakening  thou^l 
May  I  ever  read  and  meditate,  converse  and  act, 
pray  aud  preach,  under  the  influence  of  it !  May  I 
estimate  the  pleasures  and  pains,  the  possessions  and 
wants,  the  duties  and  cares  c^  life  by  the  relations 
they  bear  to  it  1  May  I  be  enabled  to  exercise  more 
a^etiv^  zeal,,  in  the  duties  and  labours  which  are  di- 
rected towards  it !  I  do  not  want  for  motives.  O 
Aat  my  life  were  as  full  of  labours  for  God  as  it  is 
and  has  been  of  kindness  and  mercy  from  him !  In* 
deed  be  has  been  drawing  ine  with  cords  of  love,  the 
tenderest  and  most  powerful.    While  I  review  his 
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iove!  Many  times,  alas!  i^fw  cold  acid  formal  aiii  t  iH 
drawing  hear  to  God,  eytn  in  tinoae  duties  which  he 
has  often  enlivened,  and  rendered  delightful  by  the 
special  tokens  of  his  smiling  presence  !  What  a  mercj 
it  is  that  the  progress  of  aal  vatioa  in  my  sou)  does  not 
depend  on  the  stedfastness  of  my  desares  or  endeor 
rmrsy  or  the  spirituality  and  smtaUenesa  of  mj 
frames.  It  is  God's  work;  bis  sovereign  mercy  be» 
gan  it,  and  he  will  not  forsake  the  work  of  his  own 
hands.  O  my  soul !  he  has  not  left  thee  without 
reason  to  conclude,  that  he  has  set  his  love  upon 
thee :  and  if  so,  he  will  rest  in  his  love ;  be  will  save 
thee  in  spite  of  all  the  fiiry  of  thy  enomieB,  and  fioa 
all  the  gnilt  of  thy  sins,  and  from  all  the  iniquity  of 
thine  heart  Losd,  I  would,  I  trust  I  would,  yield 
myself  entirely  and  witixHit  res^ve  unto  thee.  Do 
with  me  as  seemeth  good  in  thy  si^t ;  only  briiig  mo, 
and  keep  me  near  tbysdf .  Rebuke  and  cdaasten  me  tf 
it  be  thy  fatherly  pleasure ;  only  ^ve  irife  graee  to  bear 
what  thou  shalt  be  pleased  to  lay  upon  me :  let  afiy 
soul  be  quickened  in  thy  way,  and  be  reax^biog 
&»th  towards  those  things  whidgi  are  before. 

In  the  montibi  of  April,  our  new  Meeting*hou$e 
was  opened.  I  trust  it  wias  a  good  day.  God's 
prescDce  was  earnestly  sou^t,  and  be  seemed  to 
reveal  his  graoe,  and  shew  us  a  token  for  good- 
Blessed  be  his  Naine,  he  has  disposed  the  minds  of 
anny  to  attend,,  and  to  attend  with  seriousnesa. 
The  ooi!^regBttQU  increases^  the  prospect  of  use- 
fulness bri^fiens^  A  aoeeting  for  prayer  is  instir 
iBtfid,  and  a  sj^ritof  prayer*  aeenis  to  be  govern 


Lord,  recei^  thine  own  work !  and  in  order  to  this, 
gfant  a  warmer  heart  to  one  who  wishes  to  be  thy 
fiutbful  servant ! 

This  year  the  Lord  hath  seen  fit  to  try  me  by  a 
visitation  particularly  afifecting.  He  has  suffered  my 
fandiy  to  be  visited  with  sickness  and  with  death! 
My  dear  Elizabeth  eiu*ly  in  the  year  was  seized 
with  a  bad  cough,  which  gave  serious  alarm.  Every 
endeavour  to  relieve  proved  ineffectual:  disease 
mcreased:  she  was  strongly  attached  to  life,  and 
wanted  fuller  evidence  of  her  interest  in  the  cove- 
nant. However,  God  shewed  himself  a  prayer- 
hearing  God,  granting  abundant  satisfaction  to 
ber  and  to  us.  Oh!  blessed  be  God,  who  had 
so  long  preserved  our  comfort,  and  saved  us  from 
the  approach  of  death !  Blessed  be  God,  that 
thb  finst  breach  did  not  appear  an  angry  breach ! 
Blessed  be  God  for  a  mind  resigned  to  the  will  of 
Him  who  performeth  all  things  for  me  I  Blessed 
be  God  for  the  abundant  hope  I  have  in  the  death 
of  this  dear  child !  Great  is  the  satisfaction  I  fed 
in  reflecting,  that  just  before  her  departure,  holding 
my  child  in  my  arms^  I  gave  lier  up  to  God,  who 
received  her  with  a  smile :  her  blessed  spirit  took 
its  fligtit,  while  her  feeble  lips  cried  ''Joys!!" 
Blessed  be  God  who  so  sweetly  wdcomed  a  child 
of  mine  to  his  eternal  home  and  into  his  everlasting 
arms!  t 

And  now  I  am  entered  on  anotiier  year* .   Loni^ 
I  desire,  Itrust,  from  my  wry  heart,  to  yidd  myr 
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self  to  thee;  to  do  thy  will,  to  be  at  thy  disposal^ 
aild  to  wai^thy  pleasure.  I  am  not  solicitous  to 
koQw  the  events  of  the  year:  it  is  enough  to  know 
that  thou  wilt  guide  me  by  thy  counsel,  and  after- 
ward receive  me  to  glory !  Lord,  let  me  be  kept 
near  to  thee ;  let  me  live  to  thy  glory ;  let  my  pre- 
cious time  be  carefully  redeemed  and  my  soul  be 
preserved  in  a  waiting  posture,  that  whenever  thou 
shalt  call,  I  may  be  willing  to  obey !  Even  so, 
Amen ! 

1794. 

jbec.  14.— Another  year  has  been  added  to  my 
mortal  life,  and  it  has  been  crowned  with  the  good-^ 
ness-  of  my  God  in  very  many  instances.  Severe 
affliction  has  also  visited  me.  I  know  O  Lord, 
that. thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  it  is  in  very 
faithfulness  I  have  been  afflicted .  By  the  springs  (rf* 
water  hast  thoa  led  me.  Thou  hast  tried  my  faith, 
to  improve  it  Thou  hast  taken  a  dear  earthly  com- 
fort from  me,  to  make  me  possess  more  of  thyself. 
Thou  hast  loosed  a  cord  by  which  I  was  strongly 
bound,  and  thereby  enabled  me  to  rise  more  ha- 
bitually and  sweetly  in  heavenly  meditation.  Thy 
manifested  love  has  constrained  me,  and  my  heart 
has  been  with  more  ready  zeal  engaged  in  thy  ser- 
vice. Thanks  to  thy  rich  grace  that  I  feel  my  heart 
more  dead  to  the  world,  and  disposed  to  value  Jife 
only,  or  at  least  chiefly,  as  tlie  opportunity  of 
Berving  the  God  of  my  salvatiqn!    Lord!  auffTer 


RETROSPECT. — 1794.  35 

nothing  to  chill  my  affections  towards  thee^  or  en- 
feeble  my  attempts  to  serve  thee.        '* 

This  year  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  visit  us 
with  another  trying  dispensation,  in  the  alarming 
illness  of  our  youngest  child.  His  precious  life  seems 
still  to  hang  in  doubt^  though,  blessed  be  God,  appear- 
ances are  more  favourable  than  they  were.  Should 
life  be  continued,  there  seems  reason  to  fear  his 
lameness  will  be  perpetual.  However,  he  is  in  God's 
hand.  To  his  disposal,  I  trust,  I  do  commit  him, 
with  a  full  resignation  of  my  will  to  His ;  with  this 
wish  only  respecting  him,  that  God  would  form 
him  for  himself,  whether  to  serve  and  enjoy  him 
in  tliis  worlds  or  in  another.  If  it  please  God  to 
spare  his  life,  and  he  should  come  forth  from  this  vi- 
sitation taught  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  called  by  Divine 
grace,  and  prepared  to  declare  what  God  hath  done 
for  his  soul, .  though,  like  Jacob,  he  halt  upon  his 
thigh,  I  shall  sing  of  the  mercy  of  God,  and  call 
upon  my  soul  to  notice  every  halting  step  as  a 
signal  of  mercy  bestowed;  Oh !  to  have  all  my 
children  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  under  the  pro- 
tection of  his  covenant  promises  1 

Blessed  be  God,  I  have  this  year  a  fresh  song  of 
praise,  on  account  of  the  conversion  of  another  of 
my  dear  children.  O  Lord!  how  shall  I  praise 
thee  enough  for  mercies  so  great,  so  distinguishing, 
90  often  repeated !  My  soul  exults  in  the  thought 
of  meeting  all  my  dear,  children  in  my  heavenly 
Jfatbelr's  house  together^   and  praising  God  there 
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for  them  and  with  them.  And  I  rejoice  in  the 
persuasion,  that,  when  I  am  no  more  in  this  world, 
they  will  be  under  the  fatherly  care  of  him  whose 
mercy  is  from  generation  to  generation  upon  them 
that  fear  him,  and  his  faitlifulness  unto  children's 
children ;  that  they  will  be  praising  God  uport 
earth,  while  I  am  praising  him  in  heaven.  And 
now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for?  Truly  my  soul  wait- 
eth  upon  thee.  I  wait  especially  to  hear  what  thy 
providence  and  thy  grace  will  speak  respecting 
my  afflicted  child.  O  may  my  heart's  desire  be 
granted  concerning  him  also,  and  may  this  little 
one  be  a  chosen  vessel,  filled  with  thy  grace,  shew- 
ing  forth  thy  love,  on  earth,  or  in  heaven  I 

To  Thee  I  commend  myself  once  more,  as  my 
Counsellor  and  my  Guide.  Another  year  opens  before 
me:  what  events  it  will  disclose,  or  whether  I  shali 
see  the  end  of  it,  is  known  only  to  Thee.  But,  Lord^ 
into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  body  and  spirit^  my 
person  and  family,  my  spiritual  and  my  temporal  in- 
terests. Help  me  to  improve  every  talent  to  thine 
honour^  to  serve  Thee  with  singleness  of  heart! 
O  to  be  made  more  instrumental  in  advancing  thy 
glory,  and  gathering  souls  unto  thee !  And  when  I 
die,  may  it  be  withjoy  to  follow  Thee. — Amen. 

1795. 
Sept.  25. — This  day  will,  I  trust,  be  memorc^le 
to  me  while  I  have  any  being,  for  the  experienoe  I 
have  had  of  the  ca^e  of  an  indulgent  Pwvidence^ 


\ 
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Riding  on  a  commoii,  my  horse,  though  remarkably 
sure,  came  entirely  down  with  me :  I  was  thrown 
over  his  neck ;  and  my  foot  being  for  some  time  in 
the  stirrup,  my  situation  was  extremely  perilous : 
but  that  God,  whose  blessed  angels,  as  ministering 
spirits,  have  charge  concerning  the  necessities  of 
those  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation,  and  who  is 
Himself  a  prestot  help  in  time  of  need,  caused  the 
animal,  after  he  had  recovered  himself,  to  stand  per- 
fectly still  until  I  had  disengaged  my  foot. — I  hope 
I  saw,  and  gratefully  acknowledged,  the  hand  of 
God  in  this  deliverance.  As  often  as  I  visit 
that  spot,  or  recollect  that  escape,  may  I  with  a 
thankful  mind  renew  my  Ebenezer,  and  say.  Hitherto 
tfie  Lord  hath  helped  me !  Why  is  my  life  thus 
graciously  prolonged,  but  that  I  may  be  more  dili- 
gent in  the  service  of  my  God !  May  my  time,  and 
nfiy  every  opportunity  and  ability  of  service,  be  more 
entirely  devoted  to  His  praise  ! 

On  my  return  ft'om  a  long  journey  in  the  Wes^ 
I  was  stopped  by  a  highwayman  in  Coombe  Lane, 
and  /"obbed  of  my  watch  and  about  four  guineas. 
My  horse's  bridle  and  the  girths  of  the  saddle  were 
cut  throu^^  but,  blesi^d  be  God,  no  persohd  injury 
was'  don6  to  me.— This  is  toother  instance  of  pre- 
siirvation  in  the  midst  of  danger.  I  would  wish 
ever  to  reflect  on  it  with  gratitude.  Lord !  let  me 
live  whilfe  I  live ! 

^  Dec.  14. — ^Thisdttyl  have  cortpleted  ifty  fiftieth 

Da 


96  B'OVDEN's  KEUAXHtS. 

yelir.  What  a  wonder  am  I  to  myself!  Little  rea- 
son indeed  had  I  to  expect  that  my  feeble  lamp, 
ii^hich  has  ever  burnt  so  dimly,  and  several  times 
been  Just  ready  to  expire,  would  have  lasted 
out  so  long.  How  many^  younger  ^nd  stronger 
than  I,  have  I  seen  drop  into  the  grave  before 
me i' but,  lo!  I  am  spared!  A  kind  Providence 
has, guarded  and  preservisd  my  life,  and  again 
and  again  recovered  the  flame  when  languishing. 
And  why  am  I  thus  spared  beyond  all  expectation? 
Surely  it  is,  that  the  experience  of  the  mercy  of 
God,  so  frequently  renewed,  may  provoke  my  gra* 
titude  and  quicken  my  languid  endeavours  toe  serve 
and  honour  my  Benefactor.  Oh  !  to  feel  my  healt 
more  alive  to  God ;  habitually  drawn  forth  in  moi^ 
ardent  desires  and  efforts  for  the  prosperity  of  his 
kingdom!  O  that,  while  my  lamp  continues  to 
bum,  my  light  may  shine  before  men  and  the  grace 
of  God  be  abundant  in  me;  that  I  may  live  not 

only  ccmifbrtably,  but  usefully. 1  hope  I  have 

reason  to  be  thankful  for  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord.  The  great  things  of 
God's  Law,  and  of  another  world,  have  lately  dwelt 
with  more  than  usual  weight  upon  my  mind.  De- 
5ires  to  serve  God  with  my  y)irit  have  been  awak- 
ened,  and  I  have  been  enabled  to  address  my 
people  with  peculiar  affection  and  earnestness: 
and  though,  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  congre- 
gation, there  is  no  increase  in  numbers;  still, 
there  are  some  pleasing  circumstances,  which  en- 
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courage  us  to  believe  that  God  is  with  us  of  a 
truth.  Buty  why  is  it  that  Christ  and  his  Go* 
ispel  are  not  more  generally  esteemed !  Ob !  for 
the  more  abundant  out*pouring  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  to  reconmiend  that  dear  Redeemer  to  the  souls 
of  men !  Then  his  Name  will  be  precious,  his  Gospel 
precious,  his  ordinances  precious,  and  all  things  will 
cippear  but  loss  in  comparison  with  him ! 

This  year  is  my  "  Jubilee."  May  it  be  a  year  of 
release  to  my  soul-;  release  from  the  power  of  sin  and 
the  influence  of  this  present  evil  world !  May  this  year 
advance  rae  to  the  fuller  enjoyment  of  the  inheritance 
of  tlie  saints !  I  long  for  a  sweeter  and  more  imme- 
diate sense  of  pardoning  mercy,  and  the  love  of  a  co- 
venant God!  O  may  I  this  year  feel  more  en- 
largement in  his  service ;  and  with  more  zeal  and 
affection^  and  with  more  manifest  success,  sound 
the  Gospel  trumpet,  preaching  deliverance  to  the 
captives !  May  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  be 
upon  me   to  this  end !     O    that   the  Lord  would 

anoint  me    with   fresh   oil ! God    has    in    his 

providence  this  past  year  been  opening  our  ears  to 
instruction.  He  has  visited  me  with  another  afflict- 
ing bereavement  My  youngest  child,  after  a 
long  illness,  was  in  March  removed  by  a  fever. 
This  second  stroke  was  trying  indeed !  But,  blessed 
be  God,  he  did  not  withhold  the  supplies  of  his 
grace :  I  was  led  to  deprecate  deserved  wrath,  and 
to  pray,  Do  not  condemn  me ;  shew  me  wherefore 


tbbu  contendest  with  me!     The  wish  of  my  heart 
was  tx)  preserve  a  becoming  spirit  upder  afflictipiji, 
aod  to  discover  the  fxuitat  of  afijiction  $apctifiecl! 
Blessed  be  God    for   a  cheerful   and  satisfietctory 
persuasiouy  that  this  my  de^r  child  is  gone,  to  hi|( 
dear  sister  and  Us  dearer  Say ipur  in  heaven !  He  h^d 
a  mind  prepared  by  grace  to  seek,  apd  serve^  and  en- 
joy God.    Prayer  seemed  his  delight,  and  his  heart 
iappeared  to  be  devoutly  engaged  in  it— Prayer,  I 
trust,    is  now  exchanged  for  praises.— O  that  we 
may  all  meet,  without  one  exceptioxi,  in  that  blessed 
world,  and  love  and  praise  and  enjoy  the  God  of  our 
salvatiofx  eternally  together ! 

God  has  been  pleased  also  to  mal^e  a  breach  in 
the  family  of  our  friead  Mr.  H.  by  the  removal  of 
bb  eldest  daughter,  I  trust  she  djed  in  the  faith, 
and  found  Jesus.  Chri3t  precipus  to  her  soul  ia  the 
hour  of  dissolution,  leaving  the  world  wth  this  song 
o£  praise  on  her  lips-r- 

Glory^  hooom;  praise,  and  power 
Be  unV>  t|ie  Laml^  fyr  ever  1^ 

I  trust  there  was  n^rcyiathis  afilictiye  dispensation. 

^g,  B y  lias  been  for  several  weeks  in  circum-* 

stances  of  very  alarming  illness ;  her  life  still  lianas 
inxioubt.  O.  that  this,  visitation  may  be  seriously 
re^^rded,  and  the  vbipe  of  God  therein  attended 
to !  O  that  this  visitation  may  be  in  mercy !  Lord, 
let  all  thy  ways,  concerning  me  and  my  femily  and 
friends,  be  mercy  a&d  troth. — Many  mercies  hftve 
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I  received — great  mercies — through  a  long  succession 
of  years :  and,  under  tlie  sweet  influence  of  the 
mercy  of  God,  I  would  again  present  my  body, 
my  soul,  my  family,  my  all,  to  Him  ;  accounting  it 
not  only  my  reasonable  service,  but  my  highest  ho- 
nour, to  be  thus  devoted  to  tlie  Lord.  O  let  thy  Pre- 
sence go  with  me  this  year  also,  and  prepare  me 
fully  for  whatever  events  may  befal  me  !  If  this 
year  prove  my  Jubilee  in  the  noblest  sense,  and  the 
trumpet's  joyful  sound  proclaim  my  release  from 
every  burden,  and  announce  my  return  to  the  glo- 
rious inheritance  of  tlie  saints  ;  then, 

Lord,  let  my  last  experience  prove 
Thy  faithful  and  unchanging  love! 

1796. 
Dec.  14. — Thus  far  the  Lord  has  led  me  on,  with 
increased  experience  of  his  manifested  mercy.  I 
have  now  closed  my  fifty-first  year.  Blessed  be 
God,  who,  having  led  me  about  these  many  years 
through  the  wilderness,  has  shewed  me  his  great 
mercy,  and  granted  me  his  salvation.  He  has  ex- 
ercised me  with  a  variety  of  trying  dispensations, 
but  he  has  always  been  my  present  help  in  time  of 
need:  his  promise  has  never  failed,  his  grace  has  never 
been  withheld.  Many  comforts  he  has  afforded  me ; 
and  when  he  has  been  pleased  to  call  me  to  resign 
one  and .  another  of  them  to  him,  he  has  propor- 
tioned my  strength  to  the  trial,  sanctified  the  sor^ 
rows  of  reluctant  nature,  and  shewed  me,  that,  in 
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keeping  even  these  his  commandments,  there  is  great 
reward.  "  Who  would  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord, 
and  bless  thy  name  ! "  '" 

My  eldest  son  has  been,  by  the  providence  of 
God,  this  year  removed  from  London  to  Hull, 
with  his  family.  He  is  now  far  separated  from  us, 
but  his  God  and  our  God  appeared  to  direct  his 
way  ;  and  from  present  circumstances  and  opening 
prospects,  we  are  all  satisfied  it  is  the  right  way. 
My  second  son  has  also  found  at  Hull  a  pleasant 
resting-place.  The  Lord  has  blessed  theui :  and  he 
w/// bless  them :  they  will  be  known,  1  trust,  and 
tlieir  children,  "  as  a  seed  whon^  the  Lord  hath 
blessed."  My  third  son  now  engages  my  anxious 
thoughts  and  cares.  He  has  finished  his  academic 
studies — May  the  Lord  direct,  and  command  the 
blessing !  O  may  I  see  him  a  faithful  minister  of 
the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  !  preaching  Jesus 
Christ,  and  him  crucified,  as  the  only  way  of  de- 
liverance for  the  condemned  sinner  and  the  en- 
slaved captive ! 

I  esteem  it  a  great  mercy,  that  in  my  ad  vanced  years 
the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  grant  me  a  more  con- 
firmed state  of  health  than  I  have  enjoyed  these  many 
years.  I  have  now  strength  to  go  through  three  ser- 
vices on  the  Sabbath  and  one  in  the  week,  in  my  own 
place,  besides  preaching  occasionally  elsewhere:  and, 
^blessed  be  his  Name,  he  ^ves  me  a  heiart  to  serve 
-him  cheerfully,  with  the  ability  I  have.  I  think 
1  can  say  I  do  not  relax  in  my  love  to  my  adored 
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Master  as  I  increase  in  years.  I  would  hope  he 
enables  me  Avith  more  simplicity  and  godly  sin«> 
cerity  to  seek  his  glory,  in  the  salvation  of  souls.  I 
would  not  live,  but  to  proclaim  his  grace  and  serve 
his  cause.  I  would  not  hide  any  talent  with  which 
lie  has  entrusted  me,  or  omit  any  opportunity  of 
service  which  he  puts  in  my  power.  Oh  for  a 
larger  measure  of  his  grace,  to  make  my  heart  sin- 
cere, to  strengthen  every  holy  principle,  and  make 
my  soul  alive  to  the  cheerful  discharge  of  every 
duty,  and  to  the  lively  impression  of  every  senti^ 
ment  of  gratitude  and  love ! 

I  have  this  year  completed  the  twentieth  anni- 
versary of  my  appointment  to  the  pastoral'  charge 
in  this  place.  Blessed  be  God,  that,  amidst  many 
lamented  infirmities,  I  have  reason  to  take  a  thanks 
ful  and  pleasant  review  of  these  years.  Deep 
humiliation  belongs  to  me,  but  glory  to  my  con- 
descending Master :  he  has  been  pleased  to  honour 
an  unworthy  instrument  with  the  display  of  his 
gracious  power.  A  happy  number  I  have  to  rejoice 
over,  who  have  found  the  word  preached  amongst 
us  the  savour  of  life  to  their  souls!  Sbme  are 
gone  to  glory ;  they  had  an  entrance  administered 
unto  them  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  king* 
dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ :  and 
others  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  flock. 

^This  y6ar,  blessed  be  God,  has  proved  a  year 

of  in-gathering  amongst  us.  Mr.  L.  and  Mr.  S. 
came  here  under  some  serious  impressions,  and  it 
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appears,  by  their  general  temper  and  ccxiversatioil, 
that  God  has  been  found  of  them  in  this  place. 
Others  appear  to  be  seriously  inquiring  the  way  of 
salvation.  Blessed  be  G  od,  who  does  not  leave  us 
without  a  teken  for  good !  Pour  out  thy  Spirit,  gra- 
cious God)  in  a  more  abundant  manner,  u|>Qn 
preacher  and  hearers  !  Give  me  more  enlarged  views 
of  Gospel  truth  I  Give  me  to  feel  more  sweetly  aad 
powerfully  the  constraints  of  a  Saviour's  love !  Let 
Iho  holy 'fire  never  be  extinguished,  but  let  it  burn 
brighter  and  brighter !  O  make  me  a  faithful  wit- 
ness for  Thee,  a  faithful  friend  to  precious  souls ! 
O  help  me  to  approve  myself  to  every  man's  con- 
science itt  the  sight  of  God^  and  render  me  a 
sweet  savour  of  Christ  In  them  that  are  saved,  and 
in  liiem  that  perish !  Amen,  and  amen. 

1797. 
Dee.  14.— What  unnumbered  expressions  of  the 
Divine  mercy,  ia  blessings  of  the  upper  and  of  the 
nether  spring,  in  blessings  temporal  and  spiritual,  in 
btessings  personal  and  relative,  in  blessings  renewed 
and  long  contimed,  do  this  day  appear  to  my  reflect^ 
ing  mind  !  How  loudly  do  they  call  for  renewed  ex- 
pivssiops  of  gratitude  and  devotedness,  of  depend- 
ence and  confidence  m  the  G^d  of  my  salvation  ! 
Let  me  never  indulge  one  unbecomiog,  one  dis*- 
trust&l  thought;  let  me  cherish  sentimeots^  of 
grate&l  affection;  let  me  glow  with  zeal  wheur 
ever  his  honour  is  concerned^  and  habitually  pro- 
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^aiw .  tQ  o^a^cs^  ^'  The  love  of  Christ  constFain* 
eth  Q^ ! "  In  th^  dark  imd  cloudy  day,  let  me  fly  to 
his  shadow^  let  me  lean  upon  his  arm,  and  with 
holy  coQfidence  rely  pn  his  mercy  and  his   truth. 
Let  i^e  uniformly  yield  myself  to  his  disposal,  and, 
with  sweet  recumbency  of  soul|  rest  in  the  assurance 
that  his  mercy,  his  truth,  and  loye,  will  perform  all 
things  for   me«      Let  me  listen  to  his  reproving 
voice,  and  hear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becai^se 
I  have  sinned  against  him :  let  me  listen  to  his  in* 
structiog  voice,   and  be  prepared    to  sanctify  the 
X^ord  God,  when  his  hand  lies  heavy  upon  me :  let 
Bie  listen  to,  his  comibrting  voice,   nor  refuse  the 
strong  consolation  which  his  mercy  has  treasured  up 
for  his  tried  people,  in  an  everlasting  covenant  order- 
ed in  all  thipgs  and  sui;e.    O  what  a  mercy,  to  have 
access  to  the  ear,  the  arm,  the  heart,  of  such  a  fi^iend  \ 
to  see  hiii;i  in  bis  word,  to  meet  him  in  his  ordi- 
nances and  in  secret  devotion^  and  ta  hear  him  say, 
*^  I  will  surely  do  thee  good  T"     Blessed  preparative 
for  a  time  of  suffering!  Be  encouraged,  O  my  soul, 
and  say^  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me 
a&  the  days  of  my  life !  Qh^  let  me  lasteand  see  that 
the  Lord  is  good,  nor  ever  sujfer  the  aspect  of  out-' 
war4  dispensations  to  lead  me  to  distrust  bis  power, 
biflutrutii,  <M^  his  grace!    Blessed  be  his  Name^  he  has 
done  much  for  me  respectii^  body  and  soul,  things 
spiritual  and  tlpongs temporal  I  Hehassatisfiedmewith 
bis  goodness :  he  has  provided  me  with  many  com- 
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forts  and  kind  friends  ;  and  he  has  also  given  me  at 
heart  to  love  and  serve  him :  he  has  revived  m  my 
heart  a  concern  for  the  glory  of  his  Nanie,  in  tto 
conversion  and  salvation  of  precious  souls :  he  baa 
honoured  me  as  an  instrument  in  stirring  up  the 
hearts  of  men  to  unite  in  endeavours  to  spread  the 
Gospel  in  the  dark  places  of  our  o«^n  county ;  and 
he  encourages  our  hopes,  by  Tery  many  {promising 
appearances  already,  that  our  labour  shall  not  be  in 
vain.     O  Lord  of  the  harvest,  send  forth  more  la- 
bdurers  into  thy  harvest !  Let  those  who  ajre  gone 
forth  through  our  means  into  the  benighted  villages^ 
to  preach  the  Gospel  in  thy  name,  be  prepared  by 
thy  Spirit,  protected  by  thy  power,  and  succeeded  by 
thy  influence t       'In  the  society  under  my  immediate 
charge,  he  continuea  to  give  me  encouFagement :  we 
have  peace  among  ourseiviss,  and  we  have  tc^ens  for 
good  that  God  b  indeed  with  us.    He  appears  to 
have  given  me  just  reason  to  rejoice  over  Miss 

E- 9,  whose  heart  he  has  prepared  to  receive  in- 

structiop.  O  that  he  would  grant  us  showers  of  bles&t 
ingsj-r — God  has  also  distinguished  ^me  with  fa«- 
mily  merbiea.  My  children,.  I  hope,  I  can  rejoice  in 
aa  children  pf  bis  grace.  :  My  two  'eklest  sona  have 
obtained  comfortable  establishments, 'and  are  rejoicf 
ing  in  his  salvation*  My  durd  son  has  also  engaged 
in  a  marriage  connfectioQ'*^HDay  the  Lord  sanctify  the 
uqion! .  May  the  Spirit  Of  God  rest  vpon  him,  ^  and 
i^pder  him  ^a  faithful^   iaSibqtionate,    and  «^oua 
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preacher  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ!  Korean  I  doubt 
but  my  God  will  extend  liis  counsel  and  his  care  to 
all  the  rest,  as  their  cases  may  require;  and  will  sup- 
ply all  their  need,  .according  to  hi«  riches  in.  glory, 
by  Christ  Jesus. 

The  judgments  of  God  are  still  abroad  in  the  earth; 
the  swordof  war  still  remains  unsheathed.  We  have  ro^ 
moursofwarinourown  country;  alarms  of  insurrection 
within  our  own  borders.  God  in  his  providence  seems 
to  be  giving  notice  of  great  revolutions  in  the  govern- 
ments, of  the  world :  he  is  shaking  terribly  Uie  eartk 
The  day  of  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  appears  to  be  coming, 
wherein  be  will  avenge  the  blood  of  his  faithful  ser-* 
vants,  who  in  different  ages  have  suffered  in  his 
cauaer-^And  who  shall  abide  the  day  of  his  appearing? 
Have  we  not  reason,  as  a  nation,  to  tremble  before 
him  ?  Oh,  what  terrors  may  we  be  called  to  witness 
before,  the  close  of  another  year  ! — But  do  I  not,  O 
Lord,  know  thy  narne^  and  may  I  not  trust  in  thee? 
To  the  arms  of  thy  power  and  grace  I  rejoice  that 
thou  hast  encouraged  me  to  flee.  O  increase  my  faith, 
that  I  may  trust  and  not  be  afraid!  When  «torm$ 
arise>  and  creature  confidences  are  removed ;  when 
heart  and  flesh  shall  be  ready  to  fail  for  fear ;  bid 
me.  come  unto  thee ;  shed  abroad  thy  love  in  my 
heart :  and,  in  a  course  of  close  walking  with  tliee^ 
^ve  that  holy  fieupiUarity  and  confidence  of  friend- 
ship which  shall  direct  my  soul  to  thee  in  a  stormy 
^y.  O  to  be  made  wholly,  and  more  than,  ever 
thine^ !  Fulfil  thou  the  good  pl«a8^rQ  of  thy.  good^ 
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ness  in  me ;  and  say  unto  my  soul^  *^  I  am  thy  sal* 

1798. 
Dec.  14.-^ Another  year-a  mercies  I  have  b«en 
this  day  reviewing,  with  much  heartfelt  gt-atitude  and' 
delight.  When  I  call  to  retdembrandcf  God's  mercies 
to  me  and  to  my  house^  I  feel  the  obligations  I  ani 
mider,  far  more  than  I  aim  able  to  express :  my  soul 
seems  to  be  oTerchsu^ged  witb  God's  great goodness^-^ 
in  favours  so  great^  flowing  in  so^msmy  streams,  con- 
titiued  sd  long,  akid  by  covenant  promises  thade  per- 
petual! Well  may  I  cry,  Whit  has  God  wrought! 
what  wofks  of  mercy  in  ine  ind  for  me!  What  ddi- 
▼erances,  what  supplies,  whatTefreshmients  and  cdtti^ 
forts,  has  be  granted  me !  ^^  He  has  spread  a  tabte 
for  DEve  in  the  wildern^s ;  nay,  in  the  presence  of 
minc^  enemied."  ^^  He  hath  anointed  my  head  #ith 
oil ;;  my  ciip  runneth  over."^  I  have  temporal  mercy, 
sweetened  wHh  covenant  love :  I  have  spiritual  good 
thiols,  the  j^edge  of  eternal  joys:*  I  have  bodily 
health  and  strength ;  and  a  devoted  heart  (blessed 
be  God,  ^hOse  grade  has  provided!  that  Laiaiti  for  a 
burnt  offering),  a  heart  tbttt  fiiidd  its'  choice  and  chief 
delight  in  being  employed  by  hiiki  and  for  hiM,  and  iik 
seeking  his  glofyw— Aiid  Qv^ata  house  has  he  built 
for  itae  i  He  hath  ^vetv  ine,  as  tf  companion  of  my 
cares  and-comfottt;  irfellttw-help^r  i^eed;  one  whd5« 
views^and  whOMhOpeis^peifeietly  aceord  with  my  o^nl 
He  faai»  looked  upon  our  dear  children,  and  not 
sni||M'<<*t  m  itfdj^uill^  but  has  c^steh  and  k>ved 
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them  all :  two  of  them  he  has  already  exalted  to  his 
palace  above,  to  shine  in  all  the  glory  of  celestial 
spirits;  and  six  others  he  has  called  into  his  church, 
and  into  his  covenant  here   on  earth ;  pledging  his 
truth  to  care  for  them,  provide  for  them,  and  bestow 
his  blessings  upon  them,  as  his  dear  children,  in 
time  and  through  all  eternity.     Four  of  them  are 
formed  into  families,  are  united  to  partners,  who,  E 
trust,  are  all  the  children  of  God ;  and  in  their  set- 
tlement they  have  all  the  most  encouraging  prospects 
of  comfort  and  usefulness.     My  third  son,  who  is 
now  settled,  appears  to  be  formed,   by  the  blessed 
Spirit  of  God,  for  a  life  of  usefulness  in  the  service 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  a  situation  very 
encouraging  to  the  views  of  one  who  is  desirous 
to  win  souls  to  Christ.     My  youngest  daughter  is 
blessed  with  a  partner,   whom  the  Lord  Jesus  has 
also  accounted  feithful,  putting  him  into  the  mi- 
mstry  and  honouring  him  in  it.     My  second  son  hai!r 
been  recovered  from  a  very  alarming  fever,    and 
brought  out  of  his  affliction  with  a  soul  gready  pro- 
fited and  comforted.     My  eldest  son  has  been,  atut 
still  is,  greatly  blessed  of  God,  respecting  this  life; 
and  another.    We  have  two  daughters  jret  in  single 
life,  who  are  administering  greatly  to  oar  comforty 
by  tbeir  afiiectionate  and  pious  carriage.     Blessed,-^ 
blessed  be  God !  there  is  not  one  root  of  bittemesd^ 
springing  np  to  trouble  us :  out  great  Redeemer  ho^ 
not  left  ^^  hoof  behind  of  all  that  is  ours  :  he  hW 
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given  us  our  hearts'  desire,  '^  and  has  not  withholdeii 
the  request  of  our  lips/'    His  grace  enabled  us  to 
^ve  our  children  to  him :  he  has  given  them  back  to 
us,  beautified  ivith  his  salvation,  enriched  with  his 
grace,  dignitied  with  the  high  honour  that  pertains  to 
the  children  of  God.— Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul -' 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name — But^ 
what  thanks  can   I   express^    that  bear  any  pro-^ 
portion  to  blessings  and  honours  so  great,  so  exalted, 
and  so  various?  Lord,  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my 
father's  house,  that  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto^ 
and  shewn  me  such  great  things    as    these !    My 
soul  many  times  seems  overpowered  with  the  good« 
ness  of  the  Lord  my  God.  Like  a  vessel  overcharged, 
it  wants  vent,  it  wants  utterance,  it  wants  ability  to 
express  the  gratitude  it  would  offer^  and  which  favours 
so  great,  and  so  abundant^  so  loudly  call  for.     It  is 
a  relief  to  my  labouring  soul,  to  reflect  that  ^'  praise 
waits,"  in  constraining  silence  now  waits,  for  thee, 
O  God,  in  Zion.     But  this  will  not  always  be  the 
case :  no^  my  soul,  it  will  not  be  so  in  heaven !  There 
thy  whole  work  will  be  praise.     Released  from  the 
prison  of  this  clay,  thou  wilt  be  enlarged  to  a  de- 
lightful and  glorious  liberty  therein^  of  which  here  be- 
low no  suitable  conception  can  be  formed.  I  hope  I 
feel  in  some  measure  now,  the  obligation  to  active 
service  calling  me  to  tlie  most  assiduous  pursuit  of 
all  that  relates  to  the  interests  of  the  Gospel,  and 
the  gloiy  of  my  Lord.      I  would  serve  him;.  I 
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Virovld  desire  to  consecrate  ali  the  power^  the  ability^ 
the  opportunity,  he  sliail  ever  give  me  to  his  ser- 
vice and  his  glory.  The  day  is  indeed  far  advanced^ 
and  the  night  is  at  hand:  the  shadows  of  the 
evening  are  advancing:  let  me,  theb,  be  abounding 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord !  O  my  soul,  let  thy  Lotd 
Jind  thee  so  doing  ! 

I  have  reason  with  peculiar  gratitude  to  ac« 
knowledge  the  great  mercy  of  Grod  to  mc,  for  some 
time  past,  in  giving  me  a  more  than  usual  supply  of 
His  Spirit,  from  which  I  have  derived  increasing  seri- 
ousness and  habitual  spirituality  of  tern  per.  The  woM 
of  God  has  been  more  precious  to  me :  my  private 
devotions  have  been  uncommonly  fervent  and  de« 
lightful  to  me :  in  my  public  services  he  hts  enabled 
me  to  discourse  with  more  fulness,  life,  and  fervour ': 
he  has  ^ven  me  a  deeper  interest  in  the  dB^tions  oi 
his  people.  I  believe  their  souls  have  been  more 
richly  fed  under  the  mimstry  of  the  word ;  and  he 
hath  given  to  my  own  soul  meat  to  eat  that  the 
world  knowi^  not  of.  His  ways  are  indeed  plea* 
santness  and  peace. 

This  has  been  a  blessed  morning  to  tne  indeed. 
Whether  it  be  the  commencement  of  my  dying  yeiar 
I  know  not|  nor  do  I  desire  to  kfiow.  My  times^ 
G  Lordj  are  in  thine  hand. 

Jesi»»  I  trtlst  in  tiiee  aleii^»  '' 

And  know  in  whom  I  trust .  > 

Or  whcthet  God    is  dbout   to  try  mcVivith  some 
^ry  peculiar  affliction,  and  thercifore  by  his  kindest 
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visits:  and  richest  consoiliatiQils  is  preparing  me  for 
it,  I  know  not.  "  Father, :  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou 
wilt:"  Only,  as  rty  day  is,  so  let  my  strength  be.~ 
Or  perhaps,  as  I  am  sometimes  encouraged  to  hope, 
God  is  about,  to  revive  his  work  amongst  us, 
and  is  thus  preparing  the  heart  of  his  minister  for 
more  eminent  service  : — who  can  tell?  In  the  even- 
ing-tide there  may  be  light.  Blessed  Jesus,  arise 
and  shine:  appear  in  thy  power;  let  thy  word  be  vic- 
torious 1 

I  have  often  been  discouraged  by  the  remiss-* 
ness  of  many  in  attending  tlie  ordinances  of  tlie 
sanctuary,  and  the  low  esteem  in  which  the  word 
of  God  is  held;  but  God  has  led  me  to  seek  his 
presence  with  more  earnestness,  and  made  my  heart 
rejoice  in  the  experience  of  it.  .  Many  times  I  have 
been  afraid  of  my  03vn  heart,  lest  I  should  want  sim- 
plicity and  godly  sincerity  in  preaching  the  Gospel; 
but  I  trust  in  this  respect  also  the  Lord  has  answer- 
ed my  petitions,  purifying  my  heart  by  faith.  O 
Lord,  let  me  have  to  say  in  truth,  "  To  me  to  live 
is  Christ!" 

.  Ifi  our  missionary  labours  the  Lord  has  favoured 
our  wishes,  and  in  yajious  places  attended  the  word 
with  pow^.  I  have  found  encouragement :  our  pro- 
spects have  brightened,  insomuch,  that  the  enemy  wf 
souls  appears  standing  at  our  right  hand  to  resist 
us.  His  endeavour  is,  to  break  the  peace  of  the  so- 
ciety, and  put  a  stop  to  the  exertions  of  its  most 
aptive  members ;  but  inay  the  Lord  ^ive  us  wisdom 
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to  direct,  and  grace  to  enable  us  to  counteract  his 
devices !  And  now,  Lord,  I  commend  myself  to  tliee ; 
my  family,  my  people,  my  all,  to  thee ;  let  thy  grace 
be  sufficient  for  me,  amidst  all  my  labours  and  cou- 
ilicts,  living  and  dying!  While  I  live,  O  teach  me 
to  do  thy  will !  Let  not  one  whom  thy  love  has  so 
-  powerfully  constrained,  ever  want  a  heart  prepared 
for  any  service  by  which  thine  honour  may  he  pro- 
moted ;  and  when  my  work  on  earth  is  done,  Lord, 
bid  me  come  to  tliee  !     Amen,  and  amen. 

1799.  .  ,.^, 

-■11 J 

J)ec.  14.— ^Surely  goodness  and  mercy  have  fol- 
lowed me  all  my  days !  I  have  now  closed  another 
year,  enriched  with  the  experience  of  Divine  faith- 
fulness. I  have  this  day  completed  my  fifty-fourth 
year.  The  experience  of  many  enjoyments  encou 
rages  and  confirms  my  faith;  while  it  constrains  me 
to  acknowledge,  with  heart-felt  gratitude,  that  no  o^e 
thing  has  failed  me  of  all  that  the  Lord  had  pro- 
mised. I  have  been  traversing  a  wilderness,  and 
wilderness  trials  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  but  God 
.  has  been  with  me.  He  has  guided  me  with  his  eye, 
spstained  me  with  hb  arm,  strengthened  me  with  his 
Spirit,  and  refreshed  me  with  his  consolations*  He 
has  sanctified  my  sorrows,  and  by  them  has  done  me 
good :  he  has  sweetened  my  comforts,  and  caused 
me  to  taste  his  love  in  them :  he  has  blessed,  my 
bread  and  my  water,  and  assured  me  that  his  iQ|e(cy 
endureth  for  ever.  Blessed  be  God,  who  hath  hijtbdr- 
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ta  kept  trte  in  Ws  fear,  nor  suflfered  me  by  any  gross 
iiifsdonckict  to  cause  <he  name  of  Jesus  and  his  holy 
-Ways  tobcenl  spoken  of !  Many  who  seemed  to 
Iranrc  been  as  steady  in  his  service,  and  whose  gifts 
'twd  graces  promised  greater  advantage  to  his  cause, 
Irnve  been  permitted  to  go  astray  after  other  gods, 
'arid  lost  the  blessedness  they  had  spoken  of.  Bless- 
'fed  be  his  adored  Name,  ^rhose  grace  hath  enabled 
tiie  to  hold  fast  the  profession  of  my  faith,  and  still 
enables  me  with  purpose  of  heart  to  cleave  unto  him ! 
Lord,  to  whom  should  Tgo  but  unto  thee?  Thou  hast 
the  words  of  eternal  life.  Where  can  I  find  a  ban- 
qUetihg-house  like  thine,  sa  ricbly  furnished  with 
delights? 

Why  stiould  my  foolish  pdssions  rove? 
*'*'*'  Where  eaa  such  sweetness  be, 

•      (.       . iiAs  I  have  tasted  in  thy  love, 
i  '/i .  c '.  < ^  As  I  have  found  in  thee ! 

The  world  can  boast  of  no  treasure  so  richor  desirable^ 
ho  honours  so  substantial  and  ennobling,  no  pleasures 
so  pure  and  divine.  'O  give  me  more  of  thyself,  of 
thy  grace,  of  thine  image,  of  thy  Spirit,  of  thy  love  f 
These  tire 'tf)e  honours,  these  the  riches,  these  the 
pleasures,  aftier  which  my  soul  aspires !  Blessed  be 
his  Name,  that,  amidst  many  lamented  infirmities,  I 
trtst  I  can  say,  I  serve  the  Lord  wth  my  spirit,  and 
that  he  has  been  pleased  to  honour  me  not  with  ser- 
•v^ce  only,  but  with  success  !  Some  encouraging  ap- 
pbkt^ces  are  at  tiiis  time  found  among  the  people 
cif  niy  particular  charge ;  some  buds  and  blossom^ 
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appear.  O  that  they  may  be  perfected  unto  good 
fruit !  i\f issionary  labours  appear  to  be  more  espe- 
cially honoured ;  and  tlie  prospect  of  still  more  ex- 
tended labours  affords  increased  encouragement 
Lord,  let  tlie  harvest  be  yet  greater  and  greater,  and 
more  faitliful  labourers  be  yet  sent  forth  I  If  it  be 
the  will  of  God,  I  pray  to  have  bodily  strength  and 
fervour  of  spirit,  equal  to  this  day  of  arduous  en- 
gagement; or,  if  I  must  shortly  yield  to  the  infir- 
mity of  advanced  yeai-s,  and  be  dismissed  from  the 
field,  I  pray  tliat  otliers  may  be  commissioned  to 
onter  into  these  labours,  wlio  shall  appear  to  be  men 
''  full  of  tlie  Holy  Giiost  and  of  faitli."  Blessed  be 
God,  I  have  enjoyed  a  year  free  from  distressful 
anxiety,  from  strife  and  contention,  from  bodily 
sufferings  and  family  bereavements !  In  a  day  of 
great  scarcity,  I  know  no  want  of  the  good  tilings  of 
this  life.  While  the  terrors  of  war  are  abroad,  I 
live  in  peace ;  in  peace  in  my  family,  in  peace  in 
the  church,  and  in  peace  in  my  own  mind.  "  Bless 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless 
his  holy  name." 

My  third  son  has  tliis  year  been  set  apart,  and  or- 
dained for  the  sacred  work  of  the  ministry.  He  has  a 
field  of  arduous  labour  before  him,  and  I  trust  a  la- 
bouring soul.  May  he  obtain  mercy  of  the  Lord  to  be 
faithful;  and  oh!  may  much  success  attend  his  endea- 
vours for  tlie  good  of  souls !— My  eldest  and  second  sons 
seem  to  have  hearts  prepared  of  the  Lord  to  go  forth 
into  the  highways  and  hedges  in  missionary  labours. 
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Blessed  be  God,  who  giveth  them  to  feel  for  the  mi- 
series of  perishing  men,  and  for  the  honour  of  the 
dear  Redeemer's  Name  !    May  the  Lord  bless  and 
keep  them,  fill  their  earthen  vessels,  and  reveal  by 
their  means  the  excellency  of  that  power  which  is  of 
God  !    Lord,  who  am  I,  that  any  children  of  mine 
should  be  thus  highly  honoured  of  thee  ?  That  thou 
shouldest  not  only  fill  their  basket  and  store  with 
earthly  good,  But  fill  tlieir  hearts  with  thy  grace  and 
love !  My  eldest  son's  wife  has  been  called  to  undergo 
a  very  painful  operation:  her  sufferings  have  been  very 
great;  but  the  Divine  support  and  consolation  grant- 
ed her,  has  been  much  greater.    God  has  done  great 
things  for  her.  My  soul  rejoices  with  her. — My  eldest 
daughter  has  received  an  address  from  a  true  servant 
of  Christ  in  the  ministry.  I  hope  the  matter  is  of  the 
Lord :  O  may  his  directing  hand  more  evidently  ap- 
pear !  Lord,  shew  us  thy  way  ;  and  let  the  cloudy 
pillar,  as  before,  direct  our  every  step ! — -And  now 
Lord,  entering  on  another  year,  I  commend  myself, 
my  family,  and  my  charge  to  thee.    Whether  I  shall 
be  permitted  to  see  the  close  of  the  year  in  the 
body,  or  what  events  may  attend  me,  I  am  not  so- 
licitous to  know;   only  let  me  see  thy  glory  on  my 
eoul,  on  my  family,  on  all  the  villages  where  thy 
Gospel  is  or  may  be  preached,   in  the  missionary 
circuit  with  which  I  am  connected !  on  my  flock, 
and  on  all  the  church  of  God  !    O  let  my  sun  shine 
with  increased  brightness,  and  at  last  set  in  smiles  I 
Amen,  and  amen. 
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v 

1800. 

Dec.  14.— On  Monday  evening  I  went  to  i^rcach 
tiic  Gospel  at  Warlingham.  In  walking  with  a  friend 
across  the  comraon,  by  slipping  my  foot,  I  got  a 
strain  in  my  knee.  It  is  to  me  a  pleasant  reflection, 
that  this  painful  circumstance  befel  me,  when  I 
was  about  my  Master's  business.  Shall  I  receive 
good  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  I  not  re- 
ceive evil?  It  was  a  token  of  particular  kindness, 
that  Providence  had  at  that  time  furnished  me  with 
a  companion,  by  w  hose  assistance  my  affliction  and 
suffering  were  much  relieved. 

I  am  DOW  the  prisoner  of  the  Lord ;  and  my 
soul  would  quietly  wait  his  pleasure,  and  with  full 
resignation  say,  "  Let  him  do  with  me  as  seemeth 
good  unto  him."  Indeed,  after  having  been  led 
many  years  in  the  wilderness,  and  exercised  with 
many  cares  and  conflicts,  he  has  brought  me  into 
a<!bamber  of  sweet  repose,  and  hath  given  me  to 
find  tliat  '^  tribulation  worketh  patience,  and  pa- 
tience experience,  and  experience  hope."  He  has 
taught  me  to  say,  '*  We  who  have  believed,  do  enter 
into  rest."  He  has  been  pleased  to  take  care  of 
my  family,  and  to  set  my  house  in  order  for  me ;  and 
he  has  provided  for  most  of  my  children,  and  is 
opening  prospects  for  the  comfortable  settlement 
of  the  rest  of  them.  My  eldest  daughter  expects 
soon  to  be  united  to  one,  who  is  a  chosen  servant 
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be  alone  from  him  !  Lord,  render  me  ever  faithful, 
and  let  thy  grace  be  ever  sufficient  for  me! 

1802. 

Dec.  14. — This  year  has  been  attended  with  va- 
rious family  cares.  My  eldest  son  has  been  visited 
with  a  very  alarming  interruption  of  his  bodily 
health,  so  as  to  render  a  total  absence  from  business 
necessary  for  several  months.  The  cloud  has  hover- 
ed over  us  with  a  very  frowning  aspect  for  a  long 
season;  though  at  length,  blessed  be  God,  some 
cheering  rays  appeared.  *^  With  the  Lord  there  is 
mercy;"  and  though  he  cause  grief,  yet  will  he 
have  compassion  '*  according  to  the  multitude  of  his 
mercies."  Providence  directed  his  i-etiirn  home 
by  sea,  and  sickness,  in  a  voyage  unusually  rapid, 
proved  remarkably  beneficial.  Blessed  be  the 
"  Lord  that  healelh ! "  1  feared  tliat  a  worm  had 
been  prepared  to  destroy  tlie  favourite  gourd  ;  but 
tlie  eye  of  the  Lord  was  upon  it  for  good^  and 
God's  ways  are  all  judgment  If  it  be  for  his 
glory  and  our  good,  that  promise  shall  apply  to 
tlie  frail  body,  as  well  as  the  precious  soul,  '*  I  the 
Lord  do  keep  it,  I  will  water  it  every  moment:  lest 
any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day ! " 

My  second  daughter  was  this  year  united  to  Mr. 

N ,  married,  I  trust,  (also)  in  the  Lord.     We 

resigned  them  at  parting  into  tlie  hands  of  a  cove- 
nant God  with  the  best  blessing  our  affectionate 
hfjart  c6uld  implore.    They  may  \wfp  to  encounter 
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many  evils  in  the  world :  "  Father,  keep  them"  in 
every  perplexity :  shew  them  tlie  way  wherein  they 
should  go,  and  supply  all  their  need  according  to 
thy  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus!  And  now  my 
dear  children  are  no  more  with  mc,  God  I  trust 
has  given  them  all  a  place  in  his  family,  and  taken 
them  all  under  his  special  care,  while  I  and  my  dear 
fellow-traveller  are  left  to  tread  a  solitary  path ; 
yet  not  alone,  for  the  Father  is  with  us.  We  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  our  dear  children  as 
walking  in  the  truth,  the  abundant  recompence  of 
parental  care,  and  the  fruit  of  the  Divine  blessing  on 
our  affectionate  endeavours  for  their  good.  Six  new 
plantations  are  now  formed;  and,  tlianks  be  to  God, 
the  plentiful  dew  of  his  blessing  is  upon  them. 
Truly  they  are  blessed,  and  are  made  blessings ;  and 
what  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  goodness 
conferred  upon  me  !  It  is  indeed  great  goodness,  it 
is  satisfying  goodness,  it  is  goodness  that  furnishes 
a  continued  feast !  And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I 
for?  My  hope  is  in  tliee.  It  is  indeed  yet  called 
**  to  day;"  health,  and  strength,  and  opportunity, 
and  a  prepared  mind  are  given  me ;  and  fain  would 
I  improve  the  beams  of  the  sun  while  it  shines. 
But  still  1  would  charge  my  soul  to  be  in  readiness 
to  obey  the  summons,  at  whatever  hour  my  Lord 
shall  call. 

Appearances  are  still  discouraging  in  my  parti- 
cular charge.  Providence  is  removing  one  family  after 
anotlier;  and  many  have  been  taken  away  by  death. 
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Indeed  such  information  has  been  so  frequent  lately, 
that  I  have  sometimes  thought,  whether  Providence, 
by  these  frequent  removals,  had  not  such  a  voice  in 
it  as  this,  ''  Arise  and  depart,  Sec*  Yet  when  I 
think  of  the  opportunity  given  me  of  labouring  ia 
the  villages,  and  of  the  blessing  of  God  on  my 
labours,  I  feel  constrained  to  continue  where  God 
hatli  appointed,  and  in  many  respects  hath  prospered, 
the  work  of  my  hands.  But  "  here  I  am,  let  liim 
do  with  mc  as  secmcth  good  unto  Him."  Truly  my 
work  isliard,  but  it  is  the  work  that  God  has  given 
me  to  do,  and  his  grace  can  make  it  easy.  He 
knows  also  how  to  make  it  contribute  to  liis  glory 
and  my  advantage.  It  is  an  arduous  commission  ; 
and  I  am  sometimes  ready,  with  a  fainting  spirit,  to 
cry,  "  O  Lord,  how  long  1 "  But  my  dear  Master 
drank  deep  of  this  cup  before  mc,  and  many  of 
his  faithful  servants  have  received  it  at  his  hands ; 
why  should  I  complain?  Blessed  be  his  Name  for 
a  willing  mind,  and  a  heart  that  desires  to  serve  hiin; 
and  to  grieve  over  those  who  will  not  believe,  nor 
even  hear  his  Gospel. 

1803. 
Ocf.  5,    will   ever  be  remembered  by  me  as    a 
day  of  special  deliverance.    I  had  preached  on  Mon- 

day  at  C ,  on  Tuesday  at  H ;  and  returning 

on  Wednesday  morning,  before  I  left  H y  heath 

I  met  a  farmer,  a  stranger  to  nae,  from   the  neigh- 
bourhood of  D .     After  answering  an  inquiry 
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relating  to  the  road,  with  which   he  was  not  ac- 
quainted ;  and  finding  that  he  was  going  to  S , 

where  I  was  also  going,  we  proceeded  together.  lAttle 
did  I  think  that  he  was  directed  there,  at  that  time, 
as  a  special  messenger  of  God's  providence,  to  be 
my  deliverer;  but  so  it  proved.  As  I  wished  to  reach 
home  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he  was  not  in  haste, 
he  felt  inclined,  as  he  afterwards  told  me,  to  let 
uie  go  on  before  him:  but  God  was  pleased  to 
prevent  this.  Some  serious  remarks  were  made ;  and 
though  he  seemed  not  to  know  the  peculiarities  of 
the  Gospel,  his  mind  was  under  a  serious  bias.  I 
soon  leanied  that  he  had  lately  lost  a  son  about 
nineteen  years  of  age.  Conversation  became  in- 
teresting: how  far  beneficial,  is  unknown.  When  we 
had  almost  crossed  the  Downs,  my  horse  fell  en- 
tirely down,  and  all  my  endeavours  to  disentangle 
my  foot  were  ineffectual.  In  this  perilous  situation, 
the  horse,  rising,  trod  full  on  my  hand.  jMy  left 
foot  was  still  fast  in  the  stin'up  ;  nor  would  it  have 
been  in  my  power  to  extricate  it,  had  it  not  been 
for* the  assistance  of  my  fellovv-travcllcr.  But,  pro- 
videntially, the  horse,  which  was  apt  to  take  fright, 
standing  entirely  still,  my  fellow-traveller  came 
forward,  and,  turning  my  foot,  released  it,  and  was 
very  kind  in  his  attention  to  nic  afterwards.  The 
God  w^ho  sent  his  angel  to  release  Peter  from  his 
chains  and  prison,  sent  that  man  to  rescue  my  foot 
from  that  snare,  and  my  life  from  death.  Blessed, 
for  ever  blessed,  be  Ins  Name !  I  proceeded  in  the* 
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company  of  this  man  to  S ,  to  a  friend's  house, 

who  applied  ointment  to  my  hand.  ]\Iy  hand,  my 
foot,  my  life,  my  all,  grace  helping  me,  shall  be 
more  thai\  ever  the  Lord's. — Amen,  and  amen. 

Dec.  14. — What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for 
all  his  benefits ;  his  benefits  so  great  and  multiplied 
through  every  period  of  my  life,  every  yeaf,  and 
every  day  ;  and  to  me,  who  am  less  than  tlie  least  of 
all  saints,  and  unworthy  of  the  least  of  all  his  mer- 
cies! O  Lord,  by  thee  have  I  been  holden  up  from 
my  infancy  and  youth.  Thine  hand  has  conducted 
me  in  many  a  season  of  perplexity  and  danger :  in 
many  ways,  very  different  from  mine  expectations^ 
thou  hast  supplied  my  wants  and  relieved  my  cares. 
Often  hast  thou  rebuked  my  carnal  dependence^ 
taken  away  my  creature  supports,  frowned  on  my 
creature  prospects,  and  caused  me  to  walk  in  dark- 
ness and  see  no  light,  and  then  in  precious  accents 
said,  "  Be  stilly  and  know  that  I  am  God."  Thou 
hast  often  tried  my  faitli,  but  never  suffered  my  faith 
to  faih  Thou  hast  strengthened  me  with  strength 
in  my  soul  to  wait  for  the  grant  of  needed  mer- 
cies, and  that  mercy  has  been  granted  in  a  way 
very  different  from  expectation.  Thou  hast  prevented 
me  with  the  blessings  of  thy  goodness,  and  mingled 
much  sweetness  in  my  cup,  in  the  discoveries  of  the 
lovQ  of  thine  heart  and  the  operation  of  thine  hand. 
O  how  great  the  love  and  mercy  which  God  has  ma- 
nifested unto  me !  For  some  years  he  has  favoured 
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me  AVith  an  unusual  measure  of  bodily  healthy  and, 
blessed  be  his  Name,  not  a  small  measure  of  inward 
peace.    In  family  mercies  he  has  abounded  towards 
me,  and  given  me  all  my  heart's  desire.     In  crea- 
ture fellowship  also,  he  has  given  me  many  a  refresh- 
ing stream :  and  he  has  given  me  to  taste  in  my  own 
mind,  also,  the  sweetness  of  his  promises,  manifest- 
ing himself  unto  me  as  he  does  not  unto  the  world. 
Sometimes  he  has  condescended  to  bring  me  into  his 
banqueting   house,    and    his   banner  over  me  has 
been  love ;  and  this,    I  can  clearly  discover,    is  hi* 
gracious  design  in  many  an  event  that  relates  to  me. 
All  the  measures  of  Providence  concerning  me  have 
been  wisely  and  graciously  designed,  to  direct  my  heart 
into  his  love,  and  to  bring  me  to  live  by  faith  on  his  pro- 
mises.   I  have  been  one  wliile  flattered  witli  creature 
smiles,  and  then  been  made  to  find  my  expectations 
vain.     I  have  been  threatened  with  creature  frowns, 
but  the  blast  of  the  terrible  ones  has  been  like  a 
storm  against  a  wall ;  terrible  to  see  and  hear,  but  no 
injury  was  sustained.     In  a  sovereign  way  God  has 
rescued   me  from  the  world,  carried  me  above  it, 
borne  me  as  the  unfledged  bird  on  the  wings  of  his 
omnipotence,  and    brought  me  out  of  the  reach  of 
evil,  near  to  himself.     How  much  of  his  wisdom,  his 
grace,  his  power,  and  his  truth,   have  I  to  review ! 
Truly  the  Lord  is  good  :  how  much  has  he  granted 
rae  !     I  seem  to  myself  placed  in  an  earthly  para- 
dise :   and  while  I  see  one  favourite  plant  withered 


or  rcmoved,  blessed  be  his  Name,  he  is  pleased  to 
enable  mc  to  make  up  the  want  of  it  in  himself. 
His  mercy  and  condescension  have  abounded  as 
creature  comforts  have  failed.  In  one  particular  in- 
stance, 1  have  lately  met  with  painful  disappointment, 
and  in  it  I  have  seen  most  clearly  the  vanity  of  the 
creature :  it  has  led  my  soul  to  wait  only  upon  God ; 
who,  blessed  be  his  Name,  has  not  withheld  the 
manifestations  of  his  love. 

In  other  respects,  I  have  found  the  uncertainty 
of  creature  friendship ;  but,  Lord,  "  whom  have  I 
on  earth  but  thee?'*  O  that  I  could  serve  thee  with 
fnore  singleness  of  heart,  and  with  increased  fer* 
vour!  Blessed  be  his  Name,  he  hath  enlarged  my 
heait>  and  made  me  willing  to  "  endure  hardness*'  in 
his  service.  I  have  not  consulted  with  flesh  and 
blood  :  his  service  is  truly  my  delight,  and  it  is  made 
the  more  pleasant  to  me,  by  what  I  experience  of  hia 
presence  with  me.  My  soul  is  often  made  joyful  in 
the  work  he  assigns  me ;  and  often  have  I  been  led 
to  conclude  from  what  I  find  in  m)^  own  soul,  that, 
amidst  all  discouraging  appearances,  there  is  goad 
done  which  I  am  not  particularly  acquainted  withi 
Blessed  be  his  Name,  that  some  of  his  own  chil^ 
dren  are  fed;  and  there  is  some  shaking  among 
the  dry  bones  ;  and  if  but  one  soul  be  saved  in  the 
Lord,  through  the  ministry  of  the  least  of  his  ser- 
vants, why  should  I  complain?  The  will  of  the 
Lord  be  done !  Amen. 
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1804. 

Dec.  14. — Another  revolving  year  have  I  passed 
here  below;  a  year  crowned  with  mercies.  Oh 
bow  great  b  thy  goodness  w  hich  tl)ou  hast  wrought 
for  me !  Vanity  I  have  found  inscribed  on  the  crea- 
ture in  various  instances  to  which  my  expectations 
have  been  directed ;  but  tAou  hast  far  exceeded  my 
most  sanguine  hopes:  and  while  my  expectations  have 
been  exceeded,  my  fears  have  been  disappointed : 
''  not  one  thing  has  failed  of  all  that  thou  the  Lord 
hast  promised/'  All  my  dear  children  I  see 
provided  for  as  to  this  life,  and  choosing  that  better 
part  which  can  never  be  taken  from  tiiem ;  united 
in  the  dearest  earthly  bonds  with  tliose  who  fear 
God ;  pursuing  together  a  better  country,  even  an 
heavenly.  Thus  He  is  also  making  me  to  rejoice  in 
hope.  Often  has  it  been  the  grief  of  my  heai't,  that 
1  could  render  no  more  unto  the  Lord.  O  to  feel 
my  soul  more  alive  and  fervent,  more  sincere,  up* 
right,  and  determined ;  but  alas,  my  divided  heart ! 
When  shall  my  dearest  afiections  centre  wholly  in- 
God  ?  I  have  had  my  conflicts;  and  sometimes  my 
heart  has  bled,  and  I  have  cried,  I  know  not  what  to 
do!  **  but  mine  eyes  are  up  unta  Thee." 

Once  and  again  the  Lord  hath  girded  me  with 
strength  unto  the  battle,  and  bid  me  not  be  afraid. 
Well  I  remember  one  particular  time  of  distressful 
anxiety,  when,  by  means  of  a  dream,  the  Lord 
^^  strengthened  me  with  strength  in  my  soul/'  In  my 
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multiplied  beyood  what,  to  human  apprebensiony 
was  ever,  probable ;  but  oh,  my  mercies  !  they  are 
more  than  caa  be  numbered !  They  are  great  beyond 
expression:  they  are  not  only  d^ropped  do^vn  from 
the  hand  of  God ;  they  proceed,  I  trust,  from  his 
heart  of  love :  they  are  the  fruits  of  his  purpose 
and  frcAce  from  all  eternity :  they  are  springs  of 
fresh  consolation  hei^,  and  pledges  of  joys  unbound^ 
ed  and  eternal !  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God,  and  what 
is  my  bouse,  that  ^'  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto?" 
A  comfortable  measure  of  bodily  health,  the  plea- 
sures of  friendship;  and*  every  needful  earthly  good 
provided  for  me  and  mine !  These  are  no  inconsider- 
able mercies* :  but  a  good  hope,  through  grace,  of 
eternal  scdvatioi^,  respecting  myself,  my  dear  part- 
ner, and  all  my  dear  children ;  these  are  mercies  in- 
deed I  "  My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my 
spirit  shall  rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour!"  "  Truly^ 
P  Lord,  thou  hast  done  weH  for  thy  servant,  accord- 
ing to  thy  word."  I  asked  wisdom  for  myself  and 
mine,  and  thou  hast  given  it  me,  even  long  life  for 
evermore.  It  is  now  many  years  since  I  embraced 
thy  promises,  I  trust,  with  my  whole  heart;  and  those 
promises  have  not  been  like  a  deceit  1  brook  unto 
me.  No :  they  have  been  a  refreshing  and  never- 
failing  spring ;  they  have  been  my  shield  and  buck- 
ler. In  the  darkness  of  affliction,  they  have  been  my 
cheering  lamp  and  my  supporting  staff;  my  faithful 
companion,  and  my  song :  and  sometimes,  in  pros* 
perity,  they  have  added  a  sweetness  of  assurance  to 
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all  my  creature  enjoyments^  and  shone  upon  me  with 
a  brightness  that  exceeds  the  utmost  glory  of  the 
world.  And  now,  blessed  be  God,  full  of  days,  full 
of  experience,  and  full  ef  hopes,  I  seem  to  feel  as 
the  Israelite  of  old,  appearing  'before  the  T-ord  witfi 
the  joy  of  salvation  in  his  heart,  and  the  basket  of 
^fst  fruits  OH  bis  head.  His  heart,  no  doubt,  was 
often  warned  widi  gratitude  and  love,  w  hen  he  stood 
and  said :  '^  I  profess  before  the  Laid,  that  I  am 
come  into  the  land  which  the  Lord  our  God  pro- 
cnised  to  our  fathers."  1  trust  God  has  been 
pleased  to  furnish  me  idso  with  first  fruits  ;  the  first 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  my  own  seul,  and  in  the  souls  of 
those  who  are  very  near  and  dear  to  me.  I  would 
stand  ready  with  a  mind  prepaped  to  present  my* 
self  and  my  all  a  willing  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord, 
and  gratefully  acknowledge  and  profess  1  am  come 
to  the  land  of  promise,  and  my  dear  family  with 
ne ;  and  it  is  a  goodly  heritage.  Lord,  thou  hast 
graciously  remembered  me  and  mine  with  the  favour 
that  thou  bearest  to  thy  people !  Oh  !  it  is  mercy ; 
it  is  great  mercy  !  What  shall  a  poor  worthless  crea- 
ture say? 

Thy  favoprsy  Lord,  surprise  my  soul. 

O  to  be  bound  fast,  and  to  be  for  ever  bound,  to 
thee  and  to  thy  ser^rice !  O  to  be  more  alive  for 
God!  to  be  emptied  of  sin,  of  self,  of  the  world; 
and  to  have  every  power  alive  to  thee,  and  every 
desire  at  rest  in  thee  I — ^Blessed  be  God !  I  hope  he 
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has  been  pleased  to  give  unto  us  the  appearance  of 
revival.  Six  have  lately  been  added  to  our  church : 
four  of  them  in  full  communion ;  two  only  occa- 
sional. My  soul  would  praise  the  Lord,  and  not 
forget  any  of  his  benefits. 

I  have  now  begun  another  year  :  perhaps  it  nray 
be  my  dying  year.  However  this  may  be,  tlie  Lord 
help  me  to  m  prk  while  it  is  called  to-day !  My  hearths 
desire  and  prayer  is,  that  when  my  Master  shall 
con^e,  he  may  find  me  so  doing. 

1806. 
Dec.  14. — I  have  now  the  mercies  of  another  year 
to  review,  and  truly  the  Lord  hath  abounded  towards 
jne  in  mercy  thb  year  ajso.  The  God  of  my  salvation 
hath  kept  my  faith  and  hope  alive ;  given  desires  to 
serve  him,  howevef  feebly,  yet  in  simplicity  and 
gpdly  sincerity.  He  hath  awakened  in  me  more 
than  ever  a  fear  of  my  own  heart,  and  made  me 
watchful  against  seeking  my  own  things,  when  pro* 
fessing  to  seek  the  things  of  Christ  my  Lord.  Alas! 
my  deceitAil  heart !  What  unworthy  principles  and 
ends  are  often  found  to  influence  it3  measures  !  The 
inore  careful  my  search  and  observation,  the  greater 
reason  1  find  to  abhor  myself,  "  and  repent  in  dust 
and  ashes."  Lord !  purify  my  heart  by  faith  :  abo- 
lish this  idol  self;  that  first  bom  of  the  seed  of  th^ 
serpent  in  my  soul ;  that  Goliah  which  has  so  long 
flefied  the  armies  of  the  living  God !  Captain  of 
^^  salvation,   thou  anointed    Chief,    thine  is  th^ 
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power  !  Enter  the  field,  reveal  thine  arm,  and  bruise 
the  serpent's  beadl  O  when  shall  I  have  one 
hearty  have  all  my  desires  to  point  to  one  end,  and 
all  my  labours  influenced  by  one  commanding  prin- 
ciple! Well;  as  far  as  I  know  my  own  heart,  if  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  my  Lord,  I  would  be  saved  from 
this  idol  self,  even  so  as  hyfire :  it  is  my  desire  and 
prayer  that  He  would  sit  as  a  refiner,  until  the  dross 
and  tin  be  purged  away* 

Blessed  be  God  for  family  mercies  this  year! 
I  have  still  to  rejoice  over  my  dear  children: 
they  are  blessed  and  made  blessings !  Blessed 
be  God !  my  pastoral  charge  presents  an  en- 
couraging  appearance.  Some  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  church.  A  lady,  on  a  visit  at  a 
school,  while  I  was  addressing  the  children,  though 
before  an  entire  stranger  to  Religion,  appears  to 
have  felt  the  power  of  Divine  truth,  and  is  be- 
come, I  believe,  an  attentive  hearer  of  the  Gospel* 
O  lyord,  let  this  dropping  introduce  a  plentiful 
shower  of  blessings  !  Into  thy  bands  I  now  commend 
my  life  and  my  dear  connections.  Thou  hast  re« 
deemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth! 

1807. 
Dec.  14. — ^The  revolution  of  another  year  is  com^ 
pleted.  My  years  are  fast  multiplying :  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two,  I  cannot  but  regard  the  time  of  my 
departure  as  near  at  hand.  Blessed  be  God  for 
continued  health  and  strength  for  labour,  aiid  for 
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a  heart  constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  and  made 
willing  to  labour,  and  I  trust  to  suffer,  as  my  great 
Master  shall  appoint!  Blessed •  be  hb  Name,  he  has 
not  sent  me  to  warfare  at  my  own  charges !  I  have 
not  been  called  to  labour  unassisted  and  alone.  His 
presence,  his  blessing,  his  influence,  have  made  my 
work  to  be  niy  wages.  Faith  and  patience  have  been 
called  to  many  a  painful  trial ;  but  he  has  not  beeq 
a  wilderness  to  me,  a  land  of  drought:  his  rod  and 
his  staff,  his  mercy  and  his  truth,  have  still  relieved 
the  burden  of  affliction,  rebuked  my  fears,  and 
strengthened  me  with  strength  in  my  soul. 

The  sins  which  brjought  a  devouring  scourge  on 
the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world,  and  brought  down 
a  storm  of  fbrious  vengeance  on  the  cities  of  the 
plain,  seem  to  characterise  the  inhabitants  of  our 
favoured  country.  Yet,  blessed  be  God,  there  is 
hope  concerning  this  thing.  We  have  a  praying 
remnant.  We  have  our  seven  thousand,  who  have 
not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  Some,  I  trust,  we 
have,  who  have  power  with  God:  O  that  they 
were  more  (  It  is,  indeed,  a  day  of  profession !  It 
is  a  day,  wherein  a  great  deal  of  zeal  for  the  Gospel 
is  expressed,  in  outward  devotion  and  liberal  ex* 
penditure;  but  comparatively  few  appear  lichly 
indued  with  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication. 
Lord!  when  wilt  thou  pour  down  thy  Spirit 
on  British  ministers  and  churches?  When  wilt 
thou  unite  them,  and  make  them  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  (»f  faith?    When  wilt  thou  subdue 
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the  hearts  of  the  impenitent,  and  bring  prodigab 
and  strangers  home?  Our  sins  and  our  slum* 
bers  are  discouraging  to  our  hopes :  yet,  there  is 
foi^veness  with  thee,  that  Thou  mightest  be 
feared !  filot  out  our  transgressions  for  thy  name's 
sake ;  and  exalt  the  glory  of  thy  grace,  in  saving 
a  people  who  deserve  nothing  but  thy  wrath! 
Whatever  be  the  issue  of  the  present  conflict,  in 
respect  of  our  nation,  let  the  Throne  of  our  Re- 
deemer  be  exalted,  and  his  kingdom  grow !  Oh ! 
let  me  and  mine,  and  all  that  put  their  trust  in 
Thee,  have  a  covert  in  thine  infinite  perfections  and 
e^^erlasting  love ! 

filessed  be  God,  for  abounding  mercy  shewn  to 
my  dear  family,  over  whom  I  can  rejoice  as  richly 
blessed  and  made  blessings!  He  has  put  great  honour 
on  most  of  them.  He  has  been,  and  will  be,  I  trust, 
a  Father  and  a  Saviour  to  them  all. 

The  war,  now  commenced  with  Russia,  threatens 
great  disadvantage ;  but  the  Lord  sitteth  above  the 
floods,  and  he  will  perform  all  thmgs  for  us.  I  would 
enter  the  ark  with  all  my  dear  family,  and  make  bis 
promised  all-sufficiency  my  refuge  and  defence.. 
'^  The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of 
temptation." 

Among  the  people  of  my  ministerial  charge,  the 
Spirit  is  abundantly  manifest;  the  number  of  hearers 
is  increased,  and  more  seriousness  b  very  generally 
ev^ent  among  them.  A  very  eucoura^ng  change 
has,  for  some  time  past,  appeared  in  one  of  our 
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young  fdetids.  Prom  an  extreme  devotedness  to 
tbtt  vanities  of  the  world,  she  has  come  out  from 
the  vain  and  trifling,  and  is  separate :  she  seems  to 
b€l  an  earnest  inquirer  after  salvation,  and  devoted 
in  a  remarkable  degree  to  the  instruction  of  poor 
children  in  our  Sunday  school.  May  the  Lord  carry 
on  and  perfect  what  seems  to  be  his  own  work !  In 
our  villages,  likewise,  we  have  seisn  much  of  the 
Divine  favour  and  blessing.  Lord,  leave  us  not ! 
Whatever  discouraging  circumstances  we  have  to  la- 
ment, whatever  perilous  times  we  have  to  apprehend, 

0  bring  me,  my  dear  family,  my  ministerial  charge^ 
and  all  thy  people  near  to  thyself,  and  provide  for 
Bs  a  hiding  plaee !     ^feoen. 

1808. 
Dec.  14.— I  have  now  to  review  a  year  signalized 
in  a  remarkable*  manner  by  the  mercy  and  good- 
ness of  God.  No  bodily  illness  has  once  inter- 
rupted my  public  labours ;  and  I  hope  not  my  body 
Oidy,  but  my  soul,  hath  prospered  and  been  in 
health.     Truly,  my  work  has  been  my  delight,  and 

1  have  felt  not  a  little  solicitude,  that  my  heart 
should  be  upright  before  the  Lord  therein.  But 
alas^  how  often  does  my  treacherous  heart  deceive 
me  I  Appearances  are  sometimes  fair,  as  if  its 
direction  were- simply  to  the  glory  of  God ;  yet,  at 
the  very  time,  I  find  it  dissembling,  and  turning 
aside  to  a  point  which  I  should  be  ashamed  to  ac* 
knowledge.     Lord,  make  my  soul  sincere !    • 
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A  bint  was  lately  given  me  in  a  dream,  Tvhich  I 
received  as  by  the  mouth  of  some  kind  messenger 
of  my  great  Master.  I  was  slumbering,  but 
blessed  angels  were  awake  around  me.  I  had  lately 
delivered  a  charge  at  an  ordination  at  Croydon, 
lanother  on  a  similar  occasion  at  Kingston,  and 
was  preparing  a  third  for  the  designation  of  an 
itinerant  at  Godalming.  On  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  this  third  charge  was  to  be  delivered, 
I  was  roused  from  sleep  by  the  sound  of  my  own 
.  voice  uttering  aloud,  "  The  man  who  lies  the  low- 
est at  the  feet  of  his  Great  Master,  sliall  be  recom* 
pensed  by  him  with  th«  greatest  honours."  It  acted 
as  a  reprover.  I  suspected  I  Ind  been  too  much 
pleased  with  what  I  had  prepared  for  the  solemn 
occasion.  I  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  courage 
0  lay  it  aside,  but  determined  to  commit  myself 
more  fully  than  ever  to  the  influence  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  from  which  I  reaped  abundant  satisfaction 
in  my  exercise  that  day. 

It  is,  I  trust,  my  earnest  desire  to  serve  the 
Lord  with  my  spirit,  in  simplicity  and  godly  since- 
rity. But,  alas  !  my  deceitful  heart !  it  is  deceitful 
above  all  things  and  desperately  wicked.  It  often 
grieves  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  robs  me  of  the  choicest 
comforts,  the  highest  honours,  the  richest  commu- 
nications of  Divine  love !  And  what  is  worse  than 
all,  it  robs  my  Saviour  of  the  honour  that  is  due  tp 
him  alone !  as  if  it  were  not  the  joy  of  my  heart  tp 
see  him  wear  the  crown.     Ah !  how  little  have  rer 
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bukes  and  resolutions  availed!  Pride  is  an  evil  that 
lies  deep  in  my  very  nature.  Often  I  have  been  re* 
conciled  to  the  most  painful  operations,  still  yield* 
ing  myself  to  the  means  of  effecting  a  cure ;  but 
how  soon  the  evil  returns !  Saviour,  thy  power  dis- 
play, and  with  thy  stripes  let  me  be  healed ! 

My  heart  has  been  prepared  to  rejoice  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  revival  in  the  Church  and  Congrega- 
tion. Since  the  re-establishment  of  the  Sunday 
school,  two  additional  galleries  have  been  built. 
The  school  now  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
children.  There  is  also  a  school  of  industry,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-five  girls,  <»and  instructed  with 
great  attention.  The  Congregation  also  much  in- 
creases. Miss  E.  and  Miss  W.  have  been  received 
into  the  Church,  and  several  others  seem  lately  to 
have  their  faces  turned  Zionwards ;  insomuch,  that, 
although  we  have  lost  several  families  of  the  opu- 
lent, there  seems  to  be  more  of  the  real  spirit  and 
power  of  religion  than  I  have  witnessed  or  heard 
of  in  this  place  before.  The  I-ord  be  praised  !  He 
hath  not  withheld  the  return  of  prayer,  nor  shall 
any  who  hope  in  Him  be  ashamed. 

My  dear  friehd  Mrs.  L —  has  been  some  months 
with  us,  languishing  under  great  bodily  suffering, 
and  distressful  darkness  of  mind  :  no  prospect  of 
recovery,  no  sensible  comfort,  nor  one  hope  beyond 
the  grave  !  Yet,  there  is  some  reason  to  hope  con- 
cerning her,  and  the  supporting  influence  of  that  hope 
she  evidently  feels,  and  is  often  in  a  degree  relieved 
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by  conversation.  O  ,to  see  this  gloomy  night 
pass  away,  and  the  day  return !  I  trust  the  Lord 
God  of  truth  will  appear  in  his  glory  before  she 
"  go  hence." 

Blessed  be  God,  that,  amidst  all  the  clouds 
which  hover  around  our  nation,  we  are  not  with- 
out a  token  for  good.  The  Gospel  of  Salvation  is 
by  far  more  extensively  preached  in  the  land  than 
^ver,  and  in  many  places  preached  with  unusual 
success.  Divine  influence  remarkably  appears  on 
the  minds  of  the  young,  and  many  are  made  willing 
to  follow  Christ.  Very  many  exertions  are  made 
to  carry  the  Gospel  into  dark  places,  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  appears  that  God  is  with  us  of  a  truth; 
and  from  this  favoured  country.  His  word  is  going 
forth  into  distant  lands.  Thus,  while  he  shakes  the 
nations  abroad,  he  is  exciting  very  many  at  home  to 
aid  his  great  design  of  gathering  subjects  into  the 
kingdom  of  the  Redeemer.  This  encourages  hope, 
that,  while  thrones  and  kingdoms  are  falling  be- 
neath the  arm  of  his  righteous  judgments,  his 
guardian  wing  will  shield  our  favoured  country  from 
the  approach  of  evil. 

Blessed  be  God!  no  breach  has  been  lately  made 
in  our  family,  and  God  abounds  in  the  bestowment 
of  his  mercies.  Our  dear  children,  in  their  several 
households,  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  great  good- 
ness; and  those  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel  are  rejoicing  in  the  presence  and  blessing 
of  their  Great  Master.     Thus  far  the  Lord  hath 
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led  me  on :  his  mercy  and^  ttutli  are  my  constant 
companions.  I  know  he  will  not  fail  me  nor  forsake 
me.  Therefore,  where  he  goes,  /  will  go !  He 
will  not  fail  to  search  out  for  me  a  resting-place  at 
last,  and  therefore  He  shall  be  my  hope  and  my  joy 
by  the  way.  "Into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  spirit: 
thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth !'*—• 
James  Bozvden, 

« 

1809- 
Dec.  14.-^The  year  I  have  now  to  teview  Imes 
been  rendered  remarkable  by  some  very  gracious^ 
and  even  surprising,  dispensations.  God  hath  ap* 
peared  in  his  glory,  and  shewn  me  greater  things 
than  I  had  before  seen.  The  year  commenced  with 
the  admission  into  the  Church  of  my  dear  friend 
Mrs.  C — ,  a  child  of  many  prayers.  Her  godly 
parents  were  not,  however,  favoured  with  seeing  the 
return  of  their  prayers  while  on  this  side  heaven. 
God,  in  his  wisdom,  intended,  in  the  circumstances 
of  her  conversion,  to  give  an  affecting  discovery  of 
the  glory  of  his  Name.  Therefore,  when  he  saw  her 
wanderings,  he  was  pleased  to  permit  them,  and 
suffer  her  to  go  forward  in  the  way  she  had  chosen^ 
until  the  limey  the  set  time,  to  favour  her  was  comew 
Conscience,  however,  was  not  suffered  to  slumber* 
A  sense  of  duty,  the  abiding  effect  of  a  religious 
education,  often  produced  conviction :  the  blessed 
Spirit  often  carried  home  the  plain  and  faithful  ad-> 
dress  of  the  word  preached  to  her  mind*     For  % 


HETROSPECT.— 1809.  79 

considerable  time,  I  found  her  without  rest;  not 
able  to  make  a  determined  stand  against  the  power 
of  temptation;  and  yet  deeply  wounded  by  the  word. 
A  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  was  at  length  given 
her.  The  Lord  God  of  truth  heard  her  prayer,  and 
remembered  his  covenant.  He  saw  her  oppressed^ 
and  undertook  for  her.  She  was  made  willing  in 
the  day  of  God's  power ;  and  having  subscribed  with 
her  own  hand  unto  the  Lord,  she  h^s  hitherto  shewn, 
that  she  entered  into  his  covenant  with  all  her  heart 
and  with  all  her  soul. 

This  year  has  also  been  signalized  by  the  ad- 
mission of  several  others  to  the  Church.    Mr.  and 

Mrs.  R ,  were  brought  to  be  hearers.     Iti  great 

mercy  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  prepare  their  hearts 
to  embrace  the  word  of  life.  They  were  received 
into  the  Church  three  monthssince,  and  promise  td^ 
be  very  useful  members  of  our  favoured  society. 
May  the  Lord  yet  be  merciful  to  us,  and  bless  us,* 
and  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us!     Our  dear 

young  friend  Miss  B has  been  also  admitted 

into  the  Church:  her  sister  also  appears  to  have  been 
made  a  subject  of  the  grace  of  God.  These  dear 
children  my  soul  rejoices  over  with  exceeding  joy. 
I  saw  the  days  of  their  early  youth  spent  in  the 
extreme  of  vanity :  but  when  lieedless  of  instruction. 
God  was  pleased  to  visit  them  with  affliction, .  and 
thereby  opened  their  ears  to  discipline.  He  saw 
their  ways,  and  hath  healed  them.  These  are  de«^' 
lightful  manifestations  of  the  Divine  presence 
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power. — This  year  has  been  especially  marked  as  a 
year  of  the  right  band  of  the  Most  High,  in  the 
wonderful  deliverance  granted  to  my  friend  Mrs« 

L .     "  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 

death  of  his  saints.'*  Ihus  has  the  Lord  been 
pleased  to  crown  this  year  with  his  loving  kind« 
ness.  Lord,  grant  me  still  to  see  thy  power  and 
glory,  so  as  "  /  have  seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary!" 
Let  future  years  declare,  thou  art  not  towards  us  as 
a  wayfaring  man  that  turneth  aside  to  tarry  but  for 
a  night ;  but  that  thou  art  come  to  dwell  witli  us,, 
and  to  delight  over  us  to  do  us  good.  Even  so, 
amen ! — James  Bowden. 

ISIO. 
Dec.  14. — Another  year  opens  before  me,  and 
the  year  that  is  past  I  must  review  with  various 
emotions.  It  was  certainly  a  year  of  great  aud 
special  mercy  in  many  respects.  My  bodily  health 
has  been  very  little  interrupted,  and  no  breach  by 
death  has  been  made  in  my  fanuly.  Outward  com- 
forts have  abounded,  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  hatbi 
attended  my  ministry,  and  I  have  enjoyed  much 
delightful  enlargement,  at  times,  in  the  service  oi 
my  Lord  and  Saviour.  Never,  I  believe,  had  there 
been  a  period  wherein  the  power  and  glory  of  the 
Lord  were  beheld  in  so  many  works  of  grace  in 
this  sanctuary.  Prayer  was  remarkably  answered  m 
the  case  of  my  friend  Mrs.  L— — :  but  lest  I  should 
be  galled  above  measure,  there  has  been  given  ma 
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a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  a  messenger  of  Satan,  sent  to 
buffet  me.  One  severe  trial  after  another  has  fol- 
lowed in  quick  succession.  Repeated  words  and 
acts  of  unkindness  from  those  I  love,  wound  my 
spirits,  and  even  pierce  my  very  heart.  My  dear 
partner,  through  trouble  of  mind,  is  suffering,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  gradual  loss  of  sight,  atteinied 
with  gi'eat  debility  in  the  whole  nervous  system. 
Yet,  blessed  be  God,  he  still  enables  me  to  possess 
my  soul  in  patience :  and  yet  the  promise,  *'  My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,"  lias  not,  will  not  failr 
-^James  Bowdcn. 

1812. 
March  6. — This  evening,  a  cliurch  meeting  being 
appointed  for  some  purpose  unknown  to  me,  I  have 

sent  another  letter  directed  to  the  deacon,  Mr. . 

In  this  I  have  signified,  tliat  my  opinion,  before  ex« 
pressed,  of  the  will  of  my  Great  Master,  liad  re- 
ceived confirmation,  and  that  I  should  relinquish 
the  pastoral  charge  at  the  approaching  quarter. 
It  was  with  great  pain  that  my  mind  was  brought  to 
this.  But  it  appears  to  me,  and  to  all  my  friends, 
that  I  could  do  no  otherwise.  I  shall  then  very 
nearly  have  completed  thirty-six  years  in*  the  njinistry 

at  T s  which  commenced   the  first  Sabbath  in 

May,  1776.  During  these  many  years,  1  have  seen 
many  and  great  mercies, — personal  mercies,  family 
mercies,  and  mercies  attending  my  ministry.  At  the 
close,    a  distressing  storm  has   been    suffered   to 
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arise;  durinj];  which,  singular  supports  and  consola- 
lions  have  been  granted  me  :  my  ability  for  ministe- 
rial work  has  suffered  no  decline,  but  a  painful  com*- 
bination  of  circumstances  has  constrained  my  re- 
tiring. This  is  to  me  a  painful  necessity ;  but  shall 
I  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  shall 
I  not  receive  evil?  Sometimes  I  fear,  lest  there 
should  be  found  marks  of  displeasure  in  this  dis- 
pensation: yet  my  soul  has  been  truly  brought 
very  low,  and  very  near  to  God,  by  these  trials ; 
and  I  have  been  encouraged  to  reason,  if  God  had 
been  determined  to  put  me  away  in  anger,  he 
*^  would  not  have  shewn  mc  such  things  as  these." 
I  trust  this  is  the  will  of  God  concerning  me,  even 
tny  sanctification.  Lord,  "  not  my  will,  but  thine 
be  done!"  Now,  Lord,  "what  wilt  thou  have  mc 
to  do  ?"  If  it  be  his  pleasure,  He  will  again  shew  me 
an  open  door  to  the  service  of  the  sanctuary.  But  if 
He  say  thus,  "  I  have  no  pleasure  in  thee,"  here 
am  I,  "  let  him  do  with  me  as  seemeth  good  unto 
hihi ! '' 

Behold  thy  waiting  servant,  Lord, 

Devoted  to  thy  fear ; 
Remember  and  confirm  thy  word. 

For  all  my  hopes  are  there* 
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Thus  concludes  the  last  devotional  manuscript  of 
this  truly  devoted  servant  of  the  Lord-  Though  at 
the  time  when  he  wrote  it,  he  felt  himself  unusually 
well,  and  appeared  evidently  expecting  and  waiting 
for  opportunity  of  renewed  exertion  in  that  cause 
which  to  the  last  lay  near  his  heart,  the  favoured 
crisis  which  witnessed  his  removal  from  the  field  of 
labour,  and  his  triumphant  entry  into  the  joy  of  his 
Lord,  was  just  at  hand. 

Having  resigned  his  charge  at  Tooting,  he  had 
engaged,  on  the  fifth  of  April  following,  to  preach' at 
Hammersmith.  The  greater  part  of  the  Saturday 
preceding  he  spent  in  his  study,  and,  on  the  Sabbath 
morning,  was  observed  to  be  very  importunate,  both 
in  family  devotion,  and  when  supplicating  the  Divine 
blessing  at  the  breakfast  table,  that  the  presence  of 
God  might  be  especially  experienced  that  day. 

Before  he  took  leave  of  his  beloved  partner,  he 
observed  to  her,  that  he  found  his  nerves  rather  un- 
usually shaken.  He  arrived,  however,  at  Ham- 
mersmith in  tolerable  spirits,  and  began  the  service. 
In  tlie  time  of  prayer,  many  in  the  congregation 
noticed  his  peculiar  fervour  and  heavenly-minded- 
ness*  After  prayer,  he  read  the  1 2th  chapter  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews ;  and  before  sermon,  by  his 
direction,  the  131st  Psalm  was  sung — a  Psalm  pecu- 
liarly expressive  of  the  temper  of  his  mind  in  this 
hour  of  his  distress  and  trouble: — 
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Is  there  ambition  in  my  heart! 

Search,  gracious  God,  and  see. 
Or  do  I  act  a  haughty  parti 

Lord,  I  appeal  to  thee. 

I  charge  ray  thoughts.  Be  humUe  s|ill. 

And  all  my  carriage  mild ; 
Content,  ray  Father,  with  thy  wiU, 

And  quiet  as  a  child. 

The  patient  soul,  the  lowly  mind. 

Shall  have  a  large  reward ; 
Let  saints  in  sorrow  lie  resiga'd. 

And  trust  a  faithful  Lord. 

He  joined  in  singing  this  Psalm  with  such  re^ 
marke.ble  solemnity  and  ardour  as  deeply  affected 
many  present.  Then  mentioning  for  his  text,  James 
iv.  7j  "  Submit  yourselves  therefore  unto  God," 
he  proposed  to  treat  of  submission,  with  respect  to 
the  understanding,  the  will,  and  the  affections. 
Having  illustrated  the  two  former,  while  enter- 
ing on  the  latter,  his  voice  faltered,  and,  sinking  on 
the  left  side,  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  para- 
lytic affection,  he  was  supported  only  by  the  pulpit. 
Assistance  being  immediately  procured,  he  was 
conveyed  to  the  vestry,  where  he  was  bled,  and  reco- 
vered so  far  as  to  be  partly  sensible  of  his  condition. 
But,  before  he  could  reach  a  friend's  house  in 
the  neighbourhood,  whither  he  was  carried  with, 
all  convenient  speed,  this  was  followed  by  an  apo- 
plectic attack,  and  a  stupor,  from  which  he  never  re- 
covered. 
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At  two  o^clock  next  morning,  Monday  the  6th  of 
April,  he  breathed  his  last. 

Thus,  after  having  long  shone  as  a  star  of  bright 
and  steady  lustre  in  the  firmament  of  the  church, 
and  of  the  world,  it  pleased  God  to  command  his 
sudden  elevation  to  a  nobler  sphere, — there  to  shine 
forth  with  unsullied  lustre,  ineffable  effulgence,  and 
eternal  glory !  How  truly  honourable,  how  desirable, 
the  transition!  to  be  removed  immediately,  and  almost 
imperceptibly,  from  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  on 
earth,  to  those  of  the  temple  of  God  in  heaven; 
where  no  intruding  evil  shall  be  permitted  again  to 
interrupt  his  joy  or  break  the  universal  harmony  for 
ever ! 

^'  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let 
*^  my  latter  end  be  like  his!''  • 
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LEGACY  TO  HIS  FAMILY. 


FATHERLY  ADDRESS. 


PREFACE. 

xjL  few  days  previous  to  the  close  of  the  past 
year,  the  Author,  in  one  of  his  missionary  excur- 
sions, found  his  thoughts  particularly  arrested. 
Musing  on  the  circumstance  of  a  new  year  in  its 
near  approach,  his  mind  quickly  embraced  the 
subject  of  the  following  Address.  He  soon  found 
enough  in  the  survey  of  the  love  of  God,  to  make 
his  meditation  sweet.  His  family  were  present  to 
bis  thoughts ;  and  having  something  like  ^'  boldness 
to  enter  into  the  holiest,  by  the  blood  of  Jesus," 
be  took  them  with  him.  The  exercise  of  prayer 
suggested  the  thought  of  a  Fatherly  Address.  He 
rejoiced  over  them  with  great  joy ;  and  determined 
on  opening  his  heart  unto  them,  as  he  had  been 
pouring  it  out  to  God  for  them.  And  should  it 
please    the  ^^everlasting  Father"  to  honour  this 
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Address,  as  the  mean  of  promoting  in  his  family 
the  advantages  of  fervent  piety,  and  of  causing  the 
light  of  the  Christian  character  to  shine  with  in- 
creasing brightness,  he  will  have  to  recollect  with 
gratitude  the  28th  of  December,  when  time  shall 
be  no  more. 
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MY  DEAELY  BELOVED  CHILDREN, 

YOUR  tenderly  loving  father  wishes 
to  accompany  your  entrance  on  another  year,  with 
some  affectionate  hints.  The  love  of  God  is  my 
theme.  Charming  theme !  what  a  mercy  to  know 
any  thing  experimentally  of  the  love  of  God>  to 
partake  of  its  benefits,  and  to  be  governed  by  its 
sweet  constraints !  The  subject  divides  itself  into 
two  parts ; — the  love  of  God  to  man,  a  sinner, — 
and  the  love  of  sinful  man  to  God.  The  one  rises 
out  of  the  other ;  for  we  love  him,  because  he  first 
loved  us. 

The  love  of  God  to  man,  a  sinner:  "  Herein  is 
love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us, 
and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins." 
Strange  and  mysterious  truth !  It  is  the  joy  and  the 
wonder  of  angels.  Man,  who  is  but  dust  and  ashes ; 
man,  who  has  broken  the  law  of  his  Creator,  and 
whose  very  nature  is  sin  ;  man,  universally,  is  com- 
prehended in  the  expressions  and    provisions    of 
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God's  everlasting  love :  "  For  God  aro  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
tohosoever  believeth  on  him  should  have  everlasting 
life." 

This  is  God's  love  of  benevolence :  but  Divine 
love  discriminates.  God  regards  many  of  our 
fellow-creatures  with  special  love:  he  beholds 
them  with  complacency  and  delight ;  he  admits  them 
into  his  presence ;  they  imve  fellowship  with  him  as 
their  friend ;  he  bears  them  in  his  arms  as  his  dear 
children;  he  is  a  God  unto  them;  with  infinite 
tenderness  he  rejoices  over  them,  and  says,  "  Yea,  I 
have  loved  thee  with  an  everiasting  love ;  therefore, 
with  loving  kindness  have  I  drawn  thee." 

Happy,  happy  state!  How  changed  their  lot! 
They  were  estranged  from  God,  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world,  enemies  against  God  by 
wicked  works,  the  willing  servants  of  sin.  Nay, 
they  were  shapen  in  iniquity  and  conceived  in  sin  : 
"  they  bad  been  transgressors  from  the  womb,"  and 
were  "  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others.** 
And  what  can  be  imagined  more  terrible  ?  Who, 
that  feels  any  thing  of  the  terrors  of  the  world  to 
xrome,  would  not  rather  die  a  thousand  deaths  than 
Itbat  the  wrath  of  God  should  abide  upon  him  ? 

Whence,  then,  is  this  surprising  change  ?  How 
Gotnes  it  to  pass,  that  any  of  the  sinful  children  of 
men  are  regarded  of  God  with  complacency  and 
delight  ?  I  answer :  As  the  effect  is  wonderful,  so  is 
Ae  tewe.     There  ia  a  Jirst  moving^  a  great  rm- 
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puis  he  cause;  and  that  is  to  be  traced  to  the  purpose 
and  grace,  the  gracious  loving  heart,  of  God  before 
the  world  was.  Remember  tliis :  they  were  chosen 
in  Christ.  Come,  let  me  stand  in  the  cleft  of  the 
rock  ,•  and  while  I  am  entertained  with  the  fruits 
and  assui*ances  of  unchanging  love,  let  me  thiak 
of  the  terrors  with  which  inexorable  justice  for  my 
sins  pierced  and  rent  his  loving  heart.  While 
nothing  but  love  is  mingled  in  my  cup,  let  me  re- 
member with  what  agonies  he  drunk  for  me  a  cup 
of  fury,  to  the  very  dregs.  And  what  had  the  suf- 
ferings and  the  righteousness  of  my  dying  Lord, 
been  to  me,  and  what  had  I  been  the  better  for 
the  everlasting  love  of  God,  had  it  not  been  for 
thee^  thou  blessed  Spirit — for  thy  sovereign  efficacious 
work  on  my  soul?  What  had  the  light  of  the 
glorious  Gospel,  or  the  trumpet  of  salvation,  been  to 
me,  hadst  not  thou  condescended  to  shine  into  my 

• 

heart  ?  Others  might  have  been  entertained,  but 
the  sweet  strains  of  Divine  love  had  never  been 
melody  in  my  ears  :  the  Sun  of  righteousness  might 
have  risen  gloriously  on  others^  but  liad  never 
brought  healing  in  his  wing  to  my  soul.  I  should 
have  remained  an  unbeliever  still ;  my  wretched 
heart  a  rock  of  ice  still.  My  affections,  spiri- 
tually motionless  and  cold  as  death,  had  never 
moved  at  the  tendcrest  expostulations  of  a  Savi« 
our's  love,  hadst  not  thou,  in  thine  infinite  mercy, 
stood  before  my  unbelieving  heart,  an  advocate  for 
Jesus^  and  with  irresistible  energy  and  sweetness 
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said,    "  Come   now,  and  let  us  reason  together !  *^ 
Then  did  my  sin  appear  exceeding  sinful.  I  was  "  con- 
cerned, self-condemned,  and  ready  to  perish,"  when 
the  veil  which  so  long  had  hid  my  Saviour's  face, 
was  removed.     In  thy  light  I  "  beheld  his  glory,  the 
glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth."  I  saw  and  believed : — "  My  Lord  and  my 
God ! "     I  cried,  wondering  that  I  had  not  believed 
before.    Precious  faith !  under  the  influence  of  which, 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  love  of 
God  was  no  longer  general ;  it  was  found  to   be 
special,    discriminating,    and  everlasting       It  was 
like  a  burning  glass  placed   between  the   love   of 
God  and  my  soul ;  it  collected  and  concentrated  the 
celestial  rays,  and  thereby  wrought  effectually.     I 
was  turned   "  from  darkness  to  light,"  and  from 
death  to  life  ;    the  rock  of  ice   began  to  melt  in 
grief  and  tears.     I  began  to  feel  peace  and  joy  in 
believing.     '*  Return  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul!  for 
the  Lord  halh  dealt  bountifully  with   me."      He 
brought  me   into   his   banqueting-house,    and    his 
banner  over  me  was  love ! 

Here,  ev'ry  bowel  of  our  God 

With  soft  compassion  rolls : 
Here,  peace  and  pardon,  bought  with  blood. 

Is  food  for  dying  souls ! 

O  happy  day!  when  the  communication  ia 
opened  between  the  everlasting  love  of  God  and 
the  heart  of  a  sinful  man ;  when  eternal  Love  not 
only  speaks  for  him  but  in  him ;  when  the  spring 
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that  had  been  obscured  and  hidden,  flowing,  as  it 
were,  under  ground,  breaks  up  and  shews  itself  in 
effectual  calling,  and  in  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit ; 
when  the  precious  soul,  which  had  long  been  in 
fetters,  like  a  captive  in  a  dark  and  miserable 
dungeon,  hears  and  revives  at  the  sweet  sound  of 
salvation ;  is  brought  into  the  light  of  the  glorious 
Gospel,  and  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 
Nc  w,  what  joy  that  assurance  brings !  *'  God,  having 
raised  up  his  Son  Jesus,  hath  sent  him  to  bless  you  in 
turning  away  every  one  of  you  from  his  iniquities." 
Now  the  blessing  comes,  the  fountain  flows,  and 
love,  and  nothing  but  love,  proceeds  from  the  throne 
of  God.  The  captive  released  drinks,  yea,  drinks 
abundantly.  His  affections  are  warmed;  he  is 
satisfled  with  fatness;  the  vessel  fills  and  overflows. 
Come  unto  me,  he  cries,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and 
I  will  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for  my  soul !  Divine 
love  finds  a  thousand  vehicles  to  communicate  from 
its  fulness.  Precious  truths,  and  promises,  and 
ordinances,  are  fraught  with  its  gifts.  Providence 
dispatches  a  host  of  smiling  messengers  :  nay,  and 
clouds  and  storms,  which,  with  all  the  grief  and 
shame  they  bring,  are  laden  with  salvation,  in  plenti- 
ful showers  drop  down  fatness!  Divine  love  con- 
verts every  thing  that  befals  a  converted  sinner  into 
that  which  is  more  precious  than  gold,  yea,  than 
much  fine  gold.  Oh  happy  life  of  the  Christian ! 
while  he  regardeth  not  iniquity  in  his  heart,  and 
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the  love  of  God,  obstructed  by  no  unholy  temper, 
richly  pours  into  it  divine  coiisolatian. 

**  Enoch  walked  with  God ;"  Abraham  was  called 
tke  friend  of  God ;  they  often  sojourned  at  the  very 
gpteof  heaven.  And  ''  being  justified  by. faith,  we 
also  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  by  whom,  also,  we  have  access  by  faith 
into  this  grace  wherein  we  stand;  and  rejoice  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God :"  ^^  aiKl  hope  maketh 
not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed 
abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  m 
given  unto  us."  What  is  all  the  world  without  the 
love  of  God  !  What  is  creature  friendship  when  not 
sanctified  by  the  love  of  God ! — It  is  a  brook  id 
summer,  which  disappoints  and  reproaches  in  the  mo« 
ment  of  distressfulness.  It  is  a  broken  reed :  you  leaa 
upon  ift  to  your  wounding.  But  how  excellent  is  thy 
loving  kindness,  O  God !  ^^They  shall  not  be  ashamed 
that  wait  upon  thee.'*  ^^  The  peace  of  God  passeth 
dl  understanding ! "  It  proceeds  from  a  Stin  that 
never  needs  the  help  of  a  star  to  create  a  day :  a 
Sun  that  loses  nothing  by  dispensing  abundantly, 
aond,  amidst  interposing  clouds  and  tempests,  remains 
an  eternal  source  of  exceeding  joy.  **  Your  joy  no. 
mm  takcth  firom  you." 

Yet,  for  the  most  part,  how  little  do  we  know,  how 
small  a  part  do  we  here  comprehend,  of  the  breadth 
and  length,  the  depth  and  heighth,  of  the  unmea* 
sureable,  everlasting  love  of  Christ !     In  heaven^ 
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we    shall   have  enlarged   capacities    and   brighter 
manifestations."     JesuS)  Mrho  "  speaks  as  never  man 
spake,"  will  undertake  to  open  to  us  the  mysteries 
of  Divine  Love :  the  eyes  of  all  will  be  fastened 
upon  him,  and  all  will  bear  him  witness^  wondering 
at  the  gracious  words  which  shall  proceed  out  of  his 
mouth/'     **  The  Lamb,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne^    shiall  lead  them  unto  fountains  of   living 
waters,  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
eyes."  In  quick  succession,  one  delightful  lecture  will 
succeed  another ;  one  burst  of  joy  and  praise  will 
follow  another :  still  new  discoveries,  new  delighta. 
The  preacher  always  divinely  eloqudnt,  the  hearers 
never  tired  ;  their  minds  lost  in  wonder  and  in  joy  j 
their  notes  of  praise  rising  higher  and  higher ;  the 
grandeur  of  the  subject  increasing  with  their  capa- 
city of  knowing  and  enjoying  it 

Be  this,  my  dear  children,  your  portion.  It  is  the 
**  goodly  heritage"  of  all  who  fear  God.  I  reflect 
with  pleasure  on  the  circumstances  which  attended 
your  entrance  on  life:  how  the  love  of  God  presented 
you  with  an  exceeding  great  and  precious  promise^ 
*'  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after 
thee."  What  a  sweet  assurance,  an  abundant  grant! 
It  is  the  charter  of  our  Zion  ;  it  is  the  inheritance 
of  every  one  that  is  born  in  her;  it  is  the  birth-right 
of  believers  and  their  infant  seed.  When  you  could 
not  act  for  yourselves,  your  parents,  with  tender 
love,  entered  your  names  in  the  register  of  Zion, 
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hh  life  on  the  altar  of  God):  '^  let  their  money  perish 
^ith  tliein,  who  think  all  the  treasures  of  tlie  world 
worth  one  hour's  communion  witli  Jesus  Christ." 

But  let  us  not  mistake  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  in 
this  admonition.  It  is  not  intended  to  encourage  a 
doubt  of  the  constancy  and  perpetuity  of  the  spe- 
cial love  of  God  manifested  in  eftectual  calling. 
"  No,"  says  Paul,  when  animated  by  that  Spirit  to 
holy  triumph ;  ^'  for  I  am  persuaded  that  neither 
death  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
povvers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  d<^pth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  God's  love  of  com* 
placency  is  everlasting  love :  ^*  I  am  the  Lord,  I 
change  not;  therefore,  ye  sons  of  J%cob  are  not  con* 
sumed." 

If  it  be  objected,  Though  God  change  not, 
we  may  change,  and  God's  immutability  be  our 
terror ;  blessed  be  the  Name  of  our  great  Medi- 
ator, in  regard  of  the  final  salvation  of  genuine 
believers,  the  objection  has  no  force.  For  Divine 
Love  finds  its  meritorious  caufe  not  in  the  saved  sin- 
ner,  but  in  the  Lord  our  Righteousness.  jVf  ark  the 
language  of  Paul ;  *'  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord ;"  and  observe  the  illustra^ 
tion  of  the  same  precious  truth  in  the  89th  Psalm : 
''  If  his  children  forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my 
judgments;  if  they  break  my  statutes,  and  keep  not 
my  commandmeirts ;  then  will  I  visit  their  trans- 


9S  bowden's  remains^ 

and  believingly  craved  the  grace.  Often  have  I  re- 
joiced in  recollecting  the  promise  then  accepted,  and 
the  engagement  solemnly  ratified ;  for  we  had  sworn 
with  all  our  heart  and  with  all  our  soul,  and  h  e  was 
found  of  us.  Now  ^*  I  have  no  greater  joy,  than  to 
see  my  children  walking  in  the  truth;"  not  under- 
valuing, but  embracing,  the  promise ;  not  bartering 
away,  but  earnestly  seeking  and  securing,  the  birth- 
right ;  "  choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the 
people  of  God>  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin 
for  a  season;  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ 
greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of  Egypt,"  of  the 
world  itself.  Happy  resolve !  happy  for  you,  and 
happy  for  me  I  What  can  I  say,  and  what  can  I 
do,  as  a  fit  acknowledgment  of  this  great  mercy  ? 
The  Lord  has  given  me  my  heart's  desire,  and  has 
not  witholden  the  request  of  my  lips.  I  must  gain  a 
celestial  harp  before  I  can  hope  to  raise  a  note,  high 
as  the  gratitude  my  soul  would  express.  However, 
while  I  can  open  my  heart  to  you,  my  dear  chil- 
dren, it  will  be  in  this  one  affectionate  and  important 
counsel — "  Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God." 
Be  very  watchful,  lest  any  thing  occur  to  interioipt 
the  communications  of  Divine  Love  to  your  souls. 
Their  sorrows  are  sorrows  indeed,  who  are  lament- 
ing after  him  whom  their  soul  loveth :  for  "  his  loving 
kindness  is  better  than  life."  "Let  their  money 
perish  with  them,"  (cried  the  noble  Marquis  of 
Vico,  while  laying  his  dearest  earthly  comforts  and 
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his  life  on  the  altar  of  God) :  **  let  their  money  perish 
%vith  them,  who  think  all  the  treasures  of  tiie  world 
worth  one  hour's  communion  with  Jesus  Christ." 

But  let  us  not  mistake  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  in 
this  admonition.  It  is  not  intended  to  encourage  a 
doubt  of  the  constancy  and  perpetuity  of  the  spe- 
cial love  of  God  manifested  in  eftectual  calling. 
"  No,"  says  Paul,  when  animated  by  that  Spirit  to 
holy  triumph  j  ^'  for  I  am  persuaded  that  neither 
death  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
18  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  God's  love  of  com- 
placency is  everlasting  love  :  "  I  am  the  Lord,  I 
change  not:  therefore,  ye  sons  of  J^cob  are  not  con- 
sumed." 

If  it  be  objected,  Though  God  change  not, 
we  may  change,  and  God's  immutability  be  our 
terror;  blessed  be  the  Name  of  our  great  Medi- 
ator, in  regard  of  the  final  salvation  of  genuine 
believers,  the  objection  has  no  force.  For  Divine 
Love  finds  its  meritorious  cause  not  in  the  saved  sin- 
ner, but  in  the  Lord  our  Righteousness.  Mark  the 
language  of  Paul ;  ''  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord ;"  and  observe  the  illustra- 
tion of  the  same  precious  truth  in  the  89th  Psalm  : 
**  If  his  children  forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my 
judgments;  if  they  break  my  statutes,  and  keep  not 
my  commandments;  then  will  I  visit  their  trans- 
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«pect  of  the  6iml  issue,  \$  not  designed  to  relax,  but 
to  encourage  and  give  energy  to  endeavour.  In 
this  view,  though  I  be  censured  as  legal,  I  am  not 
afraid  to  exhort  with  Paul,  **  Work  out  your  salva- 
tion with  fear  and  trembling;''  or,  to  urge  the  af- 
fectionate coqnsel  of  John,  "  Keep  yourselves  in 
the  love  pf  God." — *'  What,  therefore,  Gpd  ha$ 
joined  together,  let  no  man  put  asqnder."  Indeed, 
the  ability  is  not  in  us  :  it  is  in  God.  He  worketh 
iti  us,  '^  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good 
pleasure."  Every  command  implieth  a  promise. 
This  the  man  with  the  withered  ari>i  understood, 
when,  at  the  command  of  Christ,,  he  stretched  it 
forth,  not  doubting  but  Uiat  he  would  gird  it  with 
strength.  This  Austin  well  knew,  and  therefore 
prayed,  "  Lord!  give  me  what  thou  commandest, 
^d  command  what  thou  wilt." 

But  you  will  expect  me  to  descend  to  particulars, 
and  to  say  what  means  you  should  employ  tp  se* 
purp  so  glorious  an  end.     Then — 

J.  Take  care  that  you  make  Christ  your  hope, 
and  do  him  honour  as  Mediator,  Alas,  for  the  vain, 
however  confident,  expectations  of  those  who  trust 
in  themselves,  that  they  are  righteous ;  and  wheq 
they  would  draw  nigh  to  God,  have  not  Christ  in 
their  eye  and  in  their  heart.  Much  in  religious 
practice,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  ineffectually  done. 
Maqy  candidates  for  heaven  labour  hard,  and 
travel  far,  yet  are  not  a  single  step  the  nearer,  be* 
QC^use  they  are  not  in  God's  way.    There  is  but  oaq 
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May  by  which  the  love  of  God  cometh  down  into 
the  iiearts  of  sinful  ipen,  and  that  is  Christ  Jesus ; 
and  if  a  sinner  would  draw  near  to  God,  it  must  be 
by  that  way.  This  is  "  the  new  and  living  way, 
%vhich  he  hath  consecrated  for  us,  through  the  veil, 
that  is  to  say,  his  flesh,'*  aqd  we  have  "  boldness  to 
enter  into  the  holiest,  by  the  blood  of  Jesus/' 
Paul  well  jtnew  this  way :  he  delighted  in  it,  and 
earnestly  recommended  it.  All  the  saints  have  gone 
this  way  :  they  "  hg.ve  washed  their  robes  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  There, 
Everlasting  Love,  meeting  with  returning  sinners, 
embraces,  enriches,  and  crpvvns  them  with  eternal 
honours.  God's  love  is  first  to  Christ,  and  then,  for 
iiis  sake,  to  those  that  are  his.  The  Israelites  were 
"  beloved  for  the  fathers'  sakes  ;"  believers  more  es- 
pecially for  the  Saviour's  sake :  "  In  him  shall  all 
the  seed  of  Israel  be  justified  and  shall  glory," 
Never  expect  to  be  accepted  of  God,  but  "  in  the  Be- 
loved :"  never  expect  that  any  thing  but  Christ  in 
you,  can  be  well  pleasing  in  tli^  sight  of  God. 
Never  expect  that  ^qy  oflfering  of  yours  shall  be  re- 
^rded  with  Divine  complacency,  unless  offered  on 
Christ  as  the  altar,  by  Christ  the  priest,  and  per- 
formed with  the  incense  of  Christ's  intercession. 
There  was  a  time  when,  convinced  of  sin,  and  dist- 
tresrfully  alarmed,  your  trembling  spirit  fled  to  lay 
hold  on  the  hope  set  before  you  :  you  beheld  the 
Lamb  of  God :  you  pleaded  the  infinite  merit  of 
his  precious  blood:   your   believing  soul    exulted 
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"  Who  is  he  that  condemneth?  it  is  Christ  that  died.*' 
Undismayed  by  the  flaming  sword  in  the  uplifted 
hand  of  Justice,  you  cried-?- 

Strike,  if  thy  pure  impartial  eye 
Can  but  one  simple  sin  descry. 
Which  he  who  my  whole  debt  did  pay. 
Shed  not  his  blood  to  wash  away. 

*^  Surely  shall  one  say,  In  the  Lord,  have  I  right- 
eousness." Then  you  learned  the  sweet  import  of 
that  word,  ^'  A  man  shall  be  an  hiding  place  from 
the  wind,  a  covert  from  the  storm,  as  rivers  of 
water  in  a  dry  place,  and  as  the  shadow  of  a  great 
rock  in  a  weary  land."  "As  you  have,  therefore,  re- 
ceived Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  him/* 
The  manslayer  under  the  Law  must  not  only  flee 
to  the  city  of  refuge,  but  he  must  there  continue 
during  his  life  or  the  life  of  the  high  priest.  My 
dear  children,  "  whatever  you  do,  do  all  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  If  you  would  be  ac- 
cepted of  God,  draw  nigh,  having  your  heart 
sprinkled  by  the  blood  of  Jesus :  make  use,  make 
great  use,  of  him  as  Mediator.  Make  him  your 
Advocate,  and  give  your  cause  into  his  hand.  If 
you  would  rise  to  God,  and  be  delighted  with  the 
utterings  of  his  loving  heart,  make  use  of  the 
ladder  Jacob  saw.  Keep  your  believing  eye  upon 
Christ :  it  is  the  way  to  have  God's  loving  eye  upon 
you. 

2.  Carefully  watch  against  every  thing  in  your 
temper  and  practice  that  would  grieve  the   loving 
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Spirit  of  God.  We  have  shewn,  that  the  special 
love  of  God  is  everlasting :  it  suffers  no  final  re- 
jectment ;  yet  its  resentments  are  quick  and  severe. 
It  is  a  tender,  and  therefore  a  jealous,  love.  God's 
love  to  man,  as  his  Creator,  was  great ;  and  when 
he  looked  and  saw  him  estranged  from  him,  and 
delighted  with  sin,  how  his  soul  resented  the  injury 
done  him !  It  repented  the  Lord  that  he  had  made 
man  upon  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart.  . 
But  the  love  of  God  to  his  people  in  Christ  Jesus, 
as  their  Redeemer,  is  far  greater:  it  is  surpassing, 
unmeasurable,  infinite!  Its  resentments,  therefore, 
will  be  found  much  more  tender  and  strong.  If  a 
child  of  God  has  not  to  live  in  the  dread  of  being 
cast  off  for  ever,  yet  he  is  to  stand  in  awe  of  his 
frown,  his  rebuke  in  distresses,  desertion,  and  con- 
troversy, though  but  for  a  season.  I  repeat,  therefore : 
Take  heed  of  grieving  the  tender  love  of  God:— - 
and  here  I  will  descend  to  several  particulars. 

Take  heed  how  you  neglect  or  slight  the  offers  of 
the  love  of  God.  It  is  as  much  in  its  nature  to  dis* 
pense  its  choicest  blessings,  as  in  a  fountain  to  pour 
out  its  refreshing  streams.  Its  offers  are  all  free,  all 
spontaneous  and  gratuitous  :  and  they  present  just 
what  we  want.  Amazing  love !  It  lays  its  immense, 
its  everlasting,  treasures  at  our  feet  It  comes  to  a 
sinner's  heart,  and  knocks :  it  becomes  importunate 
to  gain  permission  to  come  in  and  spread  a  table 
there  with  its  choicest  fruits,     "  Open  thy  mouth 
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tvide,"  it  cries  to  its  own  children,  *'and  I  will  fill  it." 
Alas,  that  such  love  should  ever  be  resisted,  and 
grieved,  and  chased  away !  that  it  should  ever  see  its 
offers,  regarded  with  a  languid  cold  indifference !  Send 
not  away  the  loving  Spirit  of  God.  ^*  Grieve  not — 
quench  not  the  Spirit."  Remember  how  the  Church 
learned  by  distressful  experience  what  an  evil  and 
bitter  thing  it  is  to  slight  the  offers  of  Divine  Love. 

Again — Be  afraid  of  an  unbelieving  heart.  Take 
heed  how  you  suffer  yourselves  to  call  in  question 
or  suspect  the  truth  of  those  declarations  which 
the  Love  of  God  has  made.  Covenant  blessings 
afc  ascertained  to  you,  under  the  joint  security  of 
truth  and  love.  In  these  assurances,  your  God  de- 
serves your  confidence ;  and  he  will  amply  reward 
it  What  though  creature  supplies  fail  you ;  though 
sense  afford  no  aid  to  your  faith ;  yet  why  art  thou  cast 
down  ?  Was  it  the  creature's  arm  tliat  gained  youi* 
confidence?  Then  it  is  just  in  God  to  cause  that 
arm  to  wither.  But  if  God  was  the  strength  of 
your  heart,  and  his  word  the  pillar  of  your  hope, 
in^hy  yield  to  despondhig  fears,  as  if  God  had  f<M'- 
gotten  to  be  gracious ;  as  if  his  promise  could  fail 
for  evermore?  Why  trust  in  God,  only  when  he  ia 
near  io  the  visible  means  of  relief?  ^'  Am  I  a  God 
lit  hand,  saiththe  Lord,  and  not  a  God  afar  off !" 
"  Rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him.'* 
"  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord ;  trust  also  in  him, 
and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass«"  He  shall  bring  to  pas^ 
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the  fulfilment  of  his  own  word ;  not,  perhaps,  when 
you  expect,  or  in  the  way  you  expect,  but  in  hh 
own  time  and  way.  While  your  heart  can  maintaif) 
a  proper  regard  to  the  truth,  the  love,  the  all-suf* 
ficiency  of  God,  you  may  sit  unmoved  amidst 
blasted  comforts  and  clouded  prospects,  and  say, 
"  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed.  Yet  will  I  re^ 
joice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  sal* 
vation." 

Nor  suffer  unbelief  to  limit  the  greatness,  the 
unmeasurable  extent,  the  immensity  of  the  love  of 
God.  None  but  dissemblers  and  hypocrites 
would  "  sin  because  grace  abounds  :"  an  ingenuous 
mind  would  reject  tho  temptation  with  abhorrence. 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  commandment 
comes,  and  sin  revives,  and  is  set  in  order  before 
you  as  exceeding  sinful,  take  heed  how  you  gir^ 
place  to  a  disparaging  thought  of  the  love  of  God, 
as  if  it  had  not  a  mantle  large  enough  to  cover  your 
vilest  abominations  of  heart  and  life ;  and  all  of 
them.  Rather  remember,  'Svhere  sin  abounded,  grace 
did  much  more  abound.''  Contemplate  the  pro- 
visions, the  promises,  the  triumphs  of  God's  love 
and  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  say,  "  Who  is  a  God 
like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity !  He  retaineth 
not  his  anger  for  ever,  because  he  delighteth  in 
mercy.  He  will  turn  ag^rin  ;  he  will  have  compas* 
sion  upon  us;  he  will  subdue  our  initquities;  am} 
thou  wilt  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the 
9ea,"-^But  a  further  caution  is  needful. 
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Be  afraid  of  provoking  the  resentment  of  Divine 
Love,  by  entertaining  other  loves.  God  must 
have  all  the  heart:  he  will  suffer  no  rival,  "I, 
the  Lord  thy  God,  am  a  jealous  God,"  "  My  son, 
give  me  thine  heart."  It  is  his  rightful  claim:  you 
have  acknowledged  his  claim,  and  subscribed  with 
your  own  hand  unto  the  Lord. '  No  vile  affection 
then,  no  lust,  no  inordinate  desire  of  other  things 
must  be  admitted :  the  world  and  every  creature, 
«elf  and  every  proud  ambitious  thought,  must  be 
kept  at  a  distance.  If  the  heart  ^'  go  after  its 
covetousness,'*and  become  familiar  with  *'  the  lustsof 
the  flesh,  the  lusts  of  the  eye,  or  the  pride  of  life ;" 
if  any  idol  be  set  up  there,  it  will  prove  '^  the  abo* 
)nination  that  maketh  desolate."  It  will  produce 
distance,  reserve,  controversy,  frowns,  and  rebukes. 
Hear  then  the  Spirit,  while  pleading  for  God;  "  He 
is  thy  Lord,  and  worship  thou  him :"  and  learn  tq 
i5ay  from  the  heart, 

*'  Emptied  of  earth  I  fain  would  be, 
"  Of  sin,  of  self,  of  all  but  thee! 
**  Nothing  but  Jesus  would  I  know, 
*'  My  friend  and  my  companion  thou  l'* 

?— In  one  word,  *^  Abstain  from  all  appearance,  of 
evil."  Sin  is  loathsome  and  hateful  in  God's  sight. 
He  hates  it  absolutely  and  eternally,  and  he  hates 
notliing  else.  He  will  not  suffer  it  to  go  unpunished 
—no,  not  in  his  dearest  children.  Nothing  so  ef- 
fectually interrupts  the  endearments  of  Divine 
friendship,     Jf  you  would  "  keep  yourselves  in  the 
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love  of  God,"  you  will  need  to  "  serve  the  Lord  with 
fear ;"  to  shun  the  occasion,  to  avoid  the  contagion, 
and  resist  the  motions,  of  sin.  You  will  need 
strictly  and  constantly  to  watch  your  actions,  your 
words,  your  thoughts,  and  every  avenue  by  which  a 
temptation  may  enter :  you  will  need  to  come  daily 
to  the  "  fountain  opened,"  and  pray,  ^'  Create.in  me 
a  clean  heart,  O  God!"  "Keep  back  thy  servant  also 
from  presumptuous  sins:  let  them  not  have  do* 
minion  over  me."  No  sins  grieve  the  loving  Spirit 
of  God  like  presumptuous  sins.     Then, 

3.  CatefuUy  observe  the  rule  which  God  hath 
given,  for  the  government  of  your  heart  and  life. 
Never  let  us  admit  the  idea,  that  as  believers  in 
Christ,  we  are  discharged  from  all  obligations  from 
the  Moral  La.w.  Indeed,  as  a  covenant  of  works^ 
Christ  has  fulfilled  and  magnified  the  Law,  and 
in  that  view  "  we  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace/'  But  as  a  rule  of  obedience^  the  Lord  Jesus 
has  most  excellently  explained,  and  by  new  and 
powerful  motives  enforced  on  his  disciples  a  very 
circumspect  regai*d  to  the  Law.  Try  yourselves  by 
tliis  rule,  as  it  is  illustrated  by  our  Lord,  and  you 
will  see  that  "  the  commandment  is  exceeding 
broad."  You  will  see  that  there  is  enough  of  sin 
in  one  duty,  to  cut  off  all  expectation  of  being  justi- 
fied by  the  works  of  the  Law.  Ashamed  and  con« 
founded,  you  will  cry^ . "  Who  can  understand  his 
fcrrors?  Cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  faults ! "  You 
will  feel  yourselves  consti*ained  to  come  to  ^^  Jesus^ 
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are  mentioned  ti^ith  tnarks  of  his  special  ^ompla« 
cency,  because  they  "  clave  to  him,  and  were 
stedfast  and  immoveable,"  when  their  profession 
exposed  them  to  the  reproach  of  singularity,  and 
the  frown  or  the  laugh  of  the  world.  The  blessed 
martyrs  and  others,  "  strong  in  faith,"  have  received 
peculiar  marks  of  Divine  favour,  because  **  they 
loved  much,  and  offered  willingly  unto  the  Lord." 
'  For  his  sake  they  made  a  ready  sacrifice  of  creature 
esteem,  and  worldly  possessions,  and  liberty,  and 
life  itself.  And  verily  our  Lord  declares,  **  There 
is  no  man  that  hath  left  house  or  brethren,  or  sisters, 
or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands^ 
for  my  sake  and  the  Gospel's,  but  he  shall  receive 
an  hundred  fold  now  in  this  time,  w  ith  persecutions-, 
and  in  the  world  to  come  everlasting  life." 

But  let  the  love  of  God  be  the  motive  of  all  you 
do  for  him.  This  is  the  memorial  of  sweet  perfume, 
ascending  with  the  offering,  and  the  meanest  offering 
thus  presented  will  come  up  with  acceptance.  For 
Our  Lord  assures  us^  "  Whosoever  shall  give  you 
a  cup  of  water  to  drink  in  my  name," — because 
you  belong  to  Christ, — "  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he 
shall  not  lose  his  reward."  How  sweet  a  principle 
of  obedience  is  the  love  of  God,  and  how  power* 
ful!  When  tlie  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the 
heart,  how  willing  the  service,  and  how  pleasant ; 
how  the  Christian  runs  unwearied,  undismayed,  in 
^e  ways  of  the  Lord !     If  alms-houses,  hospitals^ 
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and  churches  have  been  built,  from  inferior  prin- 
ciples^.wfaat  offerings  may  be  expected  when  the 
love  of'  God  commands  the  heart! 

5.  Never  give  place  to  any  unworthy  insinuation 
respecting  the  love  of  God.  No  wonder  that  men 
of  carnal  minds,  who  are  at  enmity  against  God, 
should  misrepresent  and  traduce  the  love  of  God* 
They  sed  those  who  are  called  the  children  of  God, 
for  the  most  part  a  poor  and  afflicted  people;  and 
hicnce  they  take  occasion  to  cast  reproach  on  the  ser- 
vice and  the  love  of  God. .  But  "the  world  kno^-eth 
us  not:"  •  they  see  not  the  children  in  their  proper  ex- 
cellence :  they  are  strangers  to  their  celestial  origin^ 
their  rank,  their  family,  and  their  prospects:  they  know 
not  that  God  "  hath  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world 
rich  in  faith  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  he 
hath  promised  to  them  that  love  him."  But  they 
will  know  it  in  the  day  of  "  manifestation  of  the 
^ns  of  God."  Then  the  bestownient  and  ope- 
rations of  the  love  of  God  will  be  discovered^  to  the 
confusion -of  their  enemies ;  and  God  in  Christ  will 

* 

be  ^^  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  admired  in  all  them 
that  believe."  But  the  verdict  of  the  ungodly  be 
far  from  my  dear  children.  Be  it  your  care  to  repel 
the  unworthy  insinuations  of  the  flesh  in  the  day 
9f  adversity.  Flesh  would  insinuate,  ^*  God  hath 
forgotten  to  be  gracious."  But  "  let  God  he  true:" 
bis  assurance  isj  "  Whom  I  love  I  rebuke  and 
chabten ;"  and  who  of  his  children  has  not  found 
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desire   and   prayer,  suflfer  no  unreasonable  doubt 
of  :your  interest  in  it. 

;  Finally — If  you  would  "  keep  yourselves  in  the 
love  of  God,"  often  make  use  of  it.  In  every  time  of 
oieed  have  recourse  to  it ;  prove  it,  rely  upon  it,  em- 
iploy  it  A  truly  loving  friend  is  obliged  by  being 
/Qifi ployed :  he  is  gratified  by  expressions  of  con- 
jfidence  and  expectation.  They  afford  new  vigour  to 
the  pulse  of  his  affection.  Divine  Love  '^  giveth 
Jiberally,  and  upbraideth  not,"  either  with  the  fre- 
-queucy  or  the  largeness  of  the  favour  asked.  Make 
>hB  word  of  God  your  rule ;  and  the  more  frequent 
your  solicitations,  the  more  welcome.  The  treasures 
of  Divine  Love  are  unsearchable  and  infinite;  prayer 
jn  the  band  of  faith  is  the  key  that  will  open  those 
iveasures.  Thy  God  condescends,  with  parental 
.^^gard,  to  the  meanest  saint  and  to  his  most  minute 
concerns,  and  smiling  asks,  "  What  is  thy  petition, 
And  what  is  thy  request  ? "  While  the  wondering 
spirit  cries,  "  How  excellent  is  tliy  loving  kindness, 
O  God ! " — My  dear  children,  be*  this  friend  yours : 
Acknowledge  him  in  all  your  ways :  "  keep  yourselves 
in  the  love  of  God.''  Watch  diligently  lest  any 
tbipg  separate  you  from  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  it 
,Then  prayer  will  be  your  delight :  you  will  "  ask 
p|id  receive,  and  your  joy  will  be  full:"  and  you 
ifiytl  Jinow  what  that  word  meaneth,  "  Thus  saith 
th^l^rd,  I^t  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches  ; 
l^jiiit  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  this,  that  he 
j^niterfetaadeth  and   knoweth  me,    that  I  am  the 
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Lord  which  exercise  loving  kindness,  judgment,  and 
rigbteogsness  on  the  earth ;  for  in  these  things  I 
delight,  saith  the  Lord.'^ 

Hitherto  we  have  treated  the  subject  as  it  has 
respect  tp  the  love  of  God  to  us.  Theris  is  likewise  a 
subjective  view  of  it.  The  one  is  the  cause,  the 
other  the  ejBT^E^t;  the  one  the  seal,  the  other  the 
cla.y  turned  to  the  seal.  Love  in  God  is  a  pure, 
celestial^  external  Awncie ;  the  underived,  exhaustless 
source  of  every  saving  benetit.  In  th^  huoianity  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  it  has  found  a  medium  of  commu- 
nication to  the  hearts  of  thj^  children  of  men,  which 
becomes  jsffective  jo  the  day  of  Jthe  Lord's  power, 
Tbe  Holy  Spirit,  by  an  act  of  sovereign  almighty 
grace,  worketh  faith  in  them,  and  thereby  uniteth 
them  to  Christ;  and  hence  springs  "fellowship  with 
the  Father  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,"  like  fire  de^ 
scending  pq  th^  aU^r  of  God.  A  spark  of  this 
celestial  Qame,  the  love  of  God  in  Christ,  t^kcs 
possession  of  the  heart :  it  is  th^re  a  new  and  conj- 
manding  principle.  It  has  much  tp  oppose  :  it 
may  sometime^  seem  /'like  the  smoking  %x;"  but 
by  fellpwship  with  Christ  it  is  fed  and  maintained, 
and  must  previail  until  it  shall  have  .consumed  all  the 
dross  of  sin  and  earth,  converted  the  wliole  soul  into 
itself,  and  be  swallowed  up  in  its  eternal  source. 
Thus  love  produces  Ipve;  the  love  of  God  iij 
Christ,  shed  abroad  in  tlie  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
jbecomes  the  great  principle  of  sanctification  and 
pbedience.    Hence  arises  the 
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Second  great  duty  of  the  Christian  life;  "  Keep 
yourselves  in  the  love  of  God,"  ad  it  respects  your 
love  to  Him.  Feed  this  flame :  cherish  this  prin- 
ciple.— On  this  subject  it  will  not  be  atniss  to  pre- 
mise a  caution.  It  is  this:  See  that  the  love  of 
God  which  you  profess  be  of  the  right  kind;  par- 
ticularly see  that  it  be  pure  and  sincerej  not  mer- 
cenary. It  is  possible  that  a  graceless  person  may 
think  he  loves  God.  But  prove  the  love  be  pi*o- 
fesses>  and  it  will  appear  to  have  no  higher  motive 
than  the  benefit  he  receives  from  Him.  This  is  too 
much  like  self-love.  But  where  God  has  "  sent  his 
Spirit  into  the  heart,  crying  Abba,  Father!"  there 
is  a  new  nature,  in  which  new  and  Divine  affections 
are  implanted  : — there  is  the  image  of  God,  a  kin- 
dred mind,  a  filial  spirit,  a  heart  after  His  own  heart, 
a  principle  that  leads  the  soul  to  seek  all  in  God, 
and  to  return  all  to  him.  This  love  is  superior  to 
every  mercenary  feeling.  It  is  far  beyond  the  reach 
of  unassisted  nature. 

Again :  see  that  your  love  be  supreme  and  undi- 
vided, not  partial.  Many,  allured  by  the  advantages 
of  religion,  would  fain  embrace  a  Saviour,  but  they 
cannot  part  with  sin.  That  is  a  hard  lesson ;  ••  Ye 
that  love  the  Lord,  hate  evil."  But  the  zeal  of  the 
Lord  of  Hosts  will  perform  this :  it  will  suffer  no 
rival  Many  would  serve  God  and  Mammon.  A 
youth,  who  had  large  possessions  and  a  lovely  car- 
riage, thought  his  profession  of  love  to  God  well 
supported,  when  he  said  to  the  Great  Prophet  in 
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Israel,  "  All  these  commandments  have  I  kept  from 
my  youth."  But  when  our  Lord  would  prove  his 
love,  whether  it  were  supreme  and  unrivalled, 
saying,  "  Go,  sell  all  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the 
fK)or,  he  went  away  sonxHvful ;"  and  it  seems  as  if 
the  treaty  closed,  "  Love  not  the  world,  oeilJier 
tlie  things  that  are  in  the  world:  if  any  man 
love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
him/*  Beloved,  think  it  not  strange,  if  it  should 
I>lease  God  to  tty  you  in  your  estate,  your  re- 
lations, your  liberty,  your  reputation  and  toteem 
amongst  men  :  ye  that  love  the  Lord  must  be  willing 
to  resign  your  dearest  eartlily  comforts,  to  lay  the 
male  of  your  flock,  and  yo»r  very  Isaac,  on  the 
altar  at  God's  command.  A  storm  may  rise,  and 
amidst  a  wTock  of  creature  delights,  your  Master's 
voice  may  be  beard — "  Lovest  thou  me  more  than 
these?"  Primitive  Christians  "took  joyfuHy  the 
spoiling  of  their  goods  :**  nay,  **they  loved  not  tfieir 
own  lives  unto  the  ilcath."  And  no  wonder,  for 
*'  Christ  also  loved  us,  and  gave  himself  for  us.** 

Further — See  that  your  love  be  solicitous,  fer- 
t^^ent,  and  industrious ;  not  supine  and  slumbering : 
that  it  be  full  of  fc^rs  lest  it  offend,  full  of 
cares  how  to  please,  God;  full  of  acts  of  obedience, 
condescension,  and  self-denying  labour  in  his 
cause ;  foU  of  sseal  for  his  glory.  Let  it  appear  in 
the  fervour  and  stedfastness  of  your  spirit,  that  a 
mighty  principle,  ^'  the  love  of  God  in  Christ,  con- 
4traineth  you : "  shew  that  ^^  many  waters  cannot 
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quench  love :"  that  no  earthly  power,  no  allure-* 
ments,  no  terrors,  can  restvain  the  heavenly  flight 
of  a  soul  borne  on  the  wings  of  f^ith  and  love.  In 
short,  let  your  life  be  a  praqtical  and  uniform  Con- 
secration of  all  you  have  and  are  to  him,  *•  whp 
loved  you  and  gaye  himself  for  you." 

I  now  proceed  to  the  inquiry — how  shall  sucj)  fi 

I  frame  be  gained  and   maintained?     What  shall  be 

done  to  raise  and  feed  the  flame  of  Divine  love  in 

.  the  90ul?     In  reply  to  thi^,  I  have  9.  few  thoughts 

to  suggest, 

1.  Often   and    very    devoutly  contemplate   the 
transcendent  excellencies  and  Iqving  kindness  of  God 
.  your  Saviour.     ^'  Consider  the  heavens  whiqh  he  hf^s 
jmade,  the  sun,  tlie  moon,  and  the  stars  \ybich  he  has 
ordained."     Contemplate  the  earth,   so  richly  fur- 
nished for  man's  accommodation  and  delight.     The 
whole  creation  is  a  mirror  wherein  to  see  God;  an 
open  volume  whereon  ar?  transcribed  the  characters 
pf  his  adprahle  Name.     But  in  his  zvord  his  brighter 
glories  shine— ^his  full  character — all  his  attributes 
in  sweetest  harmony.     There  he  is  exhibited  "  the 
perfectioii  of  beauty:"  majesty  and  mercy,  greatness 
.find  condescension,  justice  aqd  grace,  mingle  their 
full  glories  there.     Whp  can  duly  appreciate  the 
^iendship,  the  smile,  the  promise  of  such  a  Being  ? 
.^hat  a  heaven  upon  earth  must  that  man  possess, 
whoj  in  a  disordered  world,  can  ^it  and  sing  ^^  My 
]Lord  and  my  God !" 
g.  Ivnde^your  to  affect  your  hee^rts  .with  close 
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end  frequent  contemplation  of  the  love  of  God,  to 
sinful  wretched  man,  in  Christ  Jesus.     Often  trace 
the  wonders   of   that  love  to  their  immense  and 
eternal  source.     Survey  the  Father's  great  design, 
his  mysterious  plan,  his  wondrous  gift.     Contem* 
plate  the    person    and    grace  of   the   Son,  ^^  the 
counsel  of  peace"  that  was  between  them  both ;  the 
everlasting  covenant,  that  pure  river  of  the  water  of 
life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne 
of  God  and  of  the  Lamb.  Often  sit  beneath  the  cross 
of  your  loving,  dying  Saviour.     **  Behold  the  Man !" 
Look  into  hb  bleeding  heart;  think  zvho  is  the  Suf- 
ferer, and  zv/iat  he  suffered,  and  for  whom  he  suf- 
fered.    *^  Look  on  him  whom  you   have  pierced.*' 
A  sight  of  such  love  will  beget  love.     A  live  coal 
fetched  from  this  altar  will  seldom  fail  to  revive 
languid  affection^  and   kindle  the  smoking  flax  into 
a  flame. 

3.  Often  recollect  the  circumstances  attending  the 
first  visit  which  God  was  pleased  most  graciously  to 
make  you.  It  was  while  you  were  yet  young,  perhaps 
while  you  was  yet  a  child.  You  knew  not  the  Lord ; 
.  you  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  vision  of  the  Holy 
One:  but  in  a  condescending  manner  he  cmne, 
he  took  you  in  his  arms,  he  set  you  at  his  foot; 
he  taught  you  gradually ;  he  enlightened  your  mind; 
he  drew  you  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  with  the 
bands  of  love ;  nay,  he  sent  the  Spirit  of  his  Son 
into  your  heart,  and  you  cried  to  him  **  My  Father!'" — 
Or  perhaps  he  surprised  you  with  his  sudden  appear- 
mce  and  m^ty.      In  the  light  of  his  glory  you 
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saw  your  sin,  your  aggravated  guilt,  and  your  vile 
nature;  and  were  struck  with  horror.  Trembling  and 
astonished^  and  beginning  to  sink,  you  caught  the 
compassionate  smile  of  Jesus.  You  cried  out,  and 
bis  nxms  sustained  you.  Or  he  came  as  a  prince  in 
disguise ;  you  heard  his  voice,  you  wondered  at  his 
gracious  word,  and  a  savour  of  his  heavenly  truth 
remained  on  your  mind.  Never  did  you  feel  your 
heart  so  drawn,  never  had  you  been  so  painfully 
convinced  that  you  were  poor  and  needy,  wretched 
And  guilty.  You  could  not  help  entreating  the  Lord, 
and  sAyiiig,  ^^  O  my  Lord,  let  the  man  of  God 
^'hich  thou  didst  send,  oome  again  unto  us,  and 
teach  us  what  we  shall  do."  Again  and  again  his 
visit  was  renewed :  his  glory  shone  in  his  miglity 
works,  and  with  joy  you  exclaimed— "It  is  the  Lord  !'* 
But  whatever  way  he  took  to  reveal  himself  to  you, 
it  was  a  visit  of  mercy  and  salvation :  there  wtts 
nothing  in  you  to  invite  or  deserve  his  favour. 
Never  had  a  poor  sinner  more  need  of  k;  but  your 
Jbeart  never  sought  it  You  H^ould  have  looked  to 
your  right  hand,  or  your  left;  you  would  have 
gone  any  where  with  your  cry  for  relief^  rather  than 
to  Him  in  whom  alone  the  help  of  a  poor  sirnier  is 
found*  But  he  saw  your  helpleas  fiusery,  iml 
jHtied  your  ignorance  and  prejudice,  and  of  his 
gneat,  mercy  he  cume;  unasked  he  caaie :  he  da- 
iig^teth  in  mercy.  AikI  why  was  the  grace  of  God 
escteoded  to  you^  and  not  to  many  others  ?  Or  if 
others  imd  an  ofier  of  salvation^  he  did  not,  perhaps, 
wailU)  be  ^acious  unto  them:  after  the  first  denial^  he 
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frowned  and  departed,    saying,  '*  They  shall  n» 
taste  my  supper.''    And  why  did  he  stand  knocking 
at  your  door,  knocking  louder  and  louder,  as  if  de- 
termined to  take  no  denial ;  as  if  he  would  trouble 
you  with  his  importunity,  till  you  should  rise  and 
open  to  him?    Why  was  his  visit  special,  and  his  call 
efiectual?    You  well  know,  the  reason  can  be  found 
only  in  Himself:  *^  Even  so.  Father !  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  thy  sight"   Often  call  to  remembnmce,  then, 
that  Bethel  visit ;  the  free,  the  rich,  the  discriminating 
mercy,  which  the  God  of  your  salvation  then  re- 
vealed ;  the  promises  he  then  spake,  llie  grace  he 
imparted,  the  assurances  of  strong  and  everlasting 
consolation  he  gave;  tlie  afiection,  the  gratitude, 
the  elevation  yet  humiiiation  of  spirit;  the  confl- 
desace,  the  resolution  you  then  felt.     Then  was  '^  the 
kindness  of  your  youth,  and  the  love  of  your  es- 
pousals."   Then  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  gladness 
you  went  after  your  Lord  in  the  wilderness.     He 
\v*as  gracious  unto  you :  he  was  precious  ui  your 
sight.     Your  soul  clave  to  him ;  and  in  faim  was 
your  hope,  your  joy,  your  all. 

In  order  to  '^  keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God,'* 
often  call  to  mhid  the  great  mercy  you  then  fonnd, 
and  the  grateful  affection  you  then  felt ;  and  ^'  as  ye 
have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in 
him.**  Whenever  you  have  to  oompkin  of  taiguid 
affiwrtions,  ''arise!  go  to  Bethel," 

Lastly— Often  look  into  the  history  of  God's 
prondential   dealings  with   his   people.      Review 
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the  way  in  which  be  has  led  them,  and  mark  the 
issue.  See  what  he  has  been  to  them,  and  done 
ibr  them.  It  will  appear  that  he  was  "  ever  mind- 
ful of  his  covenant ;"  that  "  mercy  and  truth,V 
notwithstanding  all  their  infirmities  and  provoca- 
tions, attended  them  through  all  their  way ;  that 
their  fears  were  dissipated,  their  distresses  relieved, 
their  prayers  answered  ;  and  that  supports,  supplies^ 
consolations,  ^nd  deliverances,  kept  pace  with 
their  labours  and  troubles.  You  will  find  that 
their  sharpest  sorrows  and  severest  conflicts  gave 
occasion  for  the  kindest,  brightest  manifestations  of 
,the  love  of  God ;  and  as  they  rise  from  the  deeps 
.of  adversity,  ypu  will  hear  them  taking  shame  to 
themselves,  and  acknowledging  and  admiring  the 
power  and  grace, .  the  faithfulness  ^nd  loving  kind- 
ness, of  God,  in  joyful  praise. 

Review  your  own  history,  my  dear  children :  it  will 
furnish  endearing  motives;  it  will  cherish  the  love 
of  God  in  you :  there  is  much  in  every  page.  You 
were  cast  upon  him  from  the  womb:  His  pre- 
cious promise,  his  opened  arms,  invited  the  sur- 
render. With  fatherly  tenderness  and  love  he  has  con- 
.  ducted  you  through  the  period  of  early  youth.  Mo^t 
graciously  he  has  chqsen  your  lot  It  is  '^  a  goodly 
heritage,"  "  the  heritage  of  those  who  fear  him."  Hie 
has  blessed  you  with  eqdeared  alliances  and  friend* 
ships  in  his  own  family ;  and  in  re^pept  of  t^he  good 
things  of  this  life,  he  has;  given  you  the  sweetest 
mjoymenty  though  not  jkhe  largest  share.     Your  Ipt 
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is  enriched  with  the  "upper  springs,  and  the  nether 
springs  :'*  no  good  thing  is  wanting  there :  it  is  dis- 
tinguished with  "  the  plant  of  renown  ;"  the  tree  of 
life  J  the  grace>  the  promise,  the  everlasting  love 
of  God.  The  right  consideration  of  this  grace  will 
ever  cause  the  spring  of  Divine  affection  to  rise  in 
your  soul.  Such  love  demands  a  large  return :  Yes, 
you  say,  "  my  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord :"  "  my 
lips  will  greatly  rejoice  when  I  sing  unto  thee.'*  •*  I 
will  sing  of  mercy  and  judgment:  unto  thee,  O 
Lord,  will  I  sing."  You  have  had  seasons  of  pain- 
ful exercise :  but  you  have  seen  the  cloud  break ;  it 
has  distilled  in  dews  of  rich  blessing.  Yoii  have  found 
reason  to  confess.  Truly  the  Lord  is  good !  You 
have  already  found  reason  to  "  sing  in  the  ways  of 
the  Lord,  because  great  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord ! " 
Your  retrospect  will  be  more  extended  as  you  ad- 
vance ;  and  if  your  heart  delight  itself  in  the  Al- 
mighty, your  prospects  will  brighten  as  you  proceed 
on  your  way. 

I  have  recommended  to  my  dear  children,  to  regard 
this  apostolical  and  fatherly  counsel  as  it  respects  the 
love  of  God  to  theniy  and  their  love  to  God.  There 
yet  remains  a  further  view  of  this  important  duty, 
which  has  an  equal  respect  to  the  one  and  to  the 
other.  I  proceed  therefore  to  say— Be  very  indus- 
trious in  maintaining  the  intercourses  of  friendship 
with  God,  in  those  various  ways  in  which  he  is 
wont  to  manifest  himself  unto  his  people,  and  admit 
them  to  holy  fellowship.     Friendship,  where  sincere, 


is  kept  nUve  by  reciprocidi  wts ;  by  coimnunion  of 
affectioQ.  Tbc  fire  of  Divioe  love  will  often  noed 
to  b^  fed  by  intercourse  nod  eti(ieftrment  It  is  Mid 
of  Enoch  and  Noob,  that  they  ^^  walked  with  God.'' 
They  were  often  at  His  house,  and  as  oAm,  perhaps*  He 
was  at  theirs :  their  friendship  was  habitual^  their  ciwi- 
munion  sweet ;  no  distance^  no  resenre^  on  either 
side.  There  was  mutual  freedom,  with  the  ea« 
dearments  of  pure  and  becomiog  familiarity.  How 
this  magnifies  the  grace  of  God,  and  dignifies  hu^ 
manity !  This  honour  awaits  all  the  saints.  ''  If  a 
man  love  me/'  are  the  gracious  words  of  our  Lord, 
**  Jie  ^-ill  keep  my  word,  and  my  Father  will  lote 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him."    Then— * 

Take  heed  to  bid  him  welcome  when  he  is  gm* 
ciously  pleased  to  come  vnto  you. — Somettmes  he 
corner  in  his  zmrd:  thereby  especially  he  makes 
himself  known.  Therein^  I  trust,  you  have  already 
beheld,  and  will  often  behold,  as  in  a  glass,  the  glory 
of  the  Lord ;  for  therein  is  seen  tiie  fiure  of  Jesus 
Christ,  in  which  is  manifested  liie  glory  of  all  his 
attributes,-^**  God  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world 
unto  hioiself."  This  glory  was  yet  wrapped  up  in 
types  and  shadows,  wlien  Moses  so  earnestly  prayed^ 
"  I  beseech  thee  shew  me  tliy  glory ! "  The  Gospel 
day  brings,  as  far  as  the  outward  revelation  goea^ 
the  return  oi  that  prayer.  The  Sun  of  righteous- 
oeas  is  risen,  and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  *'  We  know 
that  the  Son  of  God  is  come^  and  hath  given  us  an 
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vnderstanding  thgt  we  nmy  know  bim  that  is  true.*^ 
Truth  $hine6  nbroibd/  accompanied  with  tlie  Spirit 
of  truth,  aixi  proclaims  the  everlasting  love  of 
God»  to  the  adminog  view  of  holy  angels  and  sinful 
men.  Every  individual  truth  is  a  mine  of  soul*eii« 
riching  treasure.  Dig  deep  into  these  mines* 
Search,  diligenUy  **  search  the  Sc^iptu^ei^;"  pray* 
ing  earnestly,  ^^  Open  ti*ou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  ace 
the  wonderful  things  contained  in  thy  law."  In  all 
this  labour  there  is  profit : 

Tkea  let  me  read  my  BRiIe  more. 

And  take  m  ftesh  delight 
Bj  day  to  read  these  wooden  o'er, 
.  Aod  meditate  by  night. 

Sometimes  God  will  come  unto  you  in  a  precept. 
Hien  present  your  prostrate  soul  before  him,  aayiogt 
**  Teaeh  me  to  do  thy  will,  for  thou  art  my  GodL'' 
It  is  possible  He  may  oome  in  some  aMriul  tbreatra* 
ing.  Then,  trembling  at  his  word,  say,  ^^  O  Lord ! 
rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath,  n^tber  cbaaten  me  iior 
Ay  hot  dispj6«siire!"'~Y0u  will  sometimet  have 
reason  to  welcome  him,  when  he  oook^s  ^mitiog 
in  a  promise.  When  a  promise,  exoeedingj^reat  and 
precious,  eomes  to  your  aoul,  dropping  as  if  kxm^ 
diately  from  the  Ups  and  heart  of  God»  then  xp- 
Q^ve  it  with  faith  and  k>ve.  It  will  ve¥ive  your 
spirit,  however  siokiag*  It  will  giv^  you  s«Meet  i^ 
pose,  amidst  grie£»  and  troubles,  and  fisars  aad  foei^ 
in  the  arms  of  everlastitig  love-^^Sometuoes  God 
will  come  to  vou.  in  a  providential  dispeasatiouw 
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Many  times  in  his  Providence  he  gives  an  intima:-^ 
tion  of  his  will.  It  is  a  call  of  duty :  then  reply, 
"  Speak,  Lord !  for  thy  servant  hcareth."  Perhaps  iit 
a  day  of  adversity  and  perplexity,  it  will  be  "  a  voice 
behind  you  saying— 7%zV  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it." 
Then  yield  yourselves  to  God,  and  follow  where  he 
leads. — Perhaps,  it  is  a  smilingPromdence.  He  comes 
with  a  countenance  that  bespeaks  the  kind  purpose 
of  his  heart.  Nay,  he  prevents,  he  surprises,  you 
with  the  blessings  of  his  goodness.  They  are  fa- 
vours suited  to  your  present  needj  and  they  exceed 
your  utmost  expectation.  The  love  of  the  Giver 
sweetens  and  heightens  them  beyoild  all  expression. 
Welcome  visit!  Your  heart  is  drawn,  is  bound  by 
th^se  silken  eofds :  it  cries  in  raptures,  **  Return 
unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
bountifully  with  thee  I '*—"  Let  tiot  your  heart  be 
troubled:"  though  he  come  in  a  cloud,  or  in  a 
stonii ;  though  you  see  your  earthly  comforts 
blasted,  your  worldly  schemes  disconcerted,  your 
fondest  creature  expectations  fail,  and  nature  amidst 
iKisupportable  sufferings  wasting; — in  the  dark  night 
of  adversity,  let  not  your  heart  meditate  terror.- 
Remember  you  are  called  to  **  walk  by  faith,  not  by. 
sight"  or  sense.  Search  your  heart :  see  that  no  sin 
is  indulged  there.  Remember,  amidst  changing  and 
forbidding  appearances^  God's  eternal  grace  is 
sure.  Expostulate  with  your  sinking  heart :  ^^  Hath 
God  forgotten  to  be  gracious?"  Hath  his  promise 
ever  failed  ?     Forget  not  to  plead  Mith  him :   Thou 
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saidst,  *^ I  will  surely  do  thee  good!"  Remember 
the  duties  of  an  afflicted  state;  duty  is  yours,  events 
are  God's.  In  the  way  of  his  judgments,  wait  for 
him.  Ere  long  his  voice  will  break  through  the 
cloud.  *^  Be. of  good  cheer:  it  is  I ;  be  not  afraid!'* 
You  will  find  that  winds  and  waves  obey  him. 
"  Your  sorrow  will  be  turned  into  joy"  and  praise. 
The  voice  of  rejoicing  and  thanksgiving  w  ill  be  in 
your  tabernacle.  You  will  be  presented  w  ith  a  further 
display  of  his  glory  than  ever.  You  will  contem- 
plate with  wonder  the  mysterious  ways  by  which  lie 
unveils  and  unbosoms  himself  to  those  who  love  him. 
You  will  love  and  trust  him  more  than  ever,  and  you 
will  '^ comfort  others  with  the  consolations  wherewith 
yourselves  are  comforted."  "  Whoso  is  w  ise  and  will 
observe  these  things,  even  they  shall  understand  the 
loving  kindness  of  the  Lord.'* — Sometimes  God  is 
pleased  to  come  in  public  and  national  calamities. 
The  heavens  are  brass,  and  the  earth  iron  ;  famine 
rages,  or  the  sword  has  an  awful  commission ;  or 
"  before  him  goes  the  pestilence,  and  burning  coals 
go  fortli  at  his  feet."  Yet  he  is  ever  *'  mindful  of  his 
covenant."  Times  of  outward  calamity  are  times 
wherein  Divine  love  appears  in  tlie  most  gracious  ma- 
nifestation. The  lire  that  consumes  the  dross  shall 
purify  the  precious  gold.  The  wind  shall  bear 
away  the  chaflF,  but  not  a  grain  of  wheat  shall  be 
lost  God's  love  to  his  people  is  a  tender  love. 
**  They  shall  never  perish,"  is  its  gracious  assurance. 
"  It  shall  be  well  with  the  righteous:"  their  sufferings 
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may  abound,  but  their  "  consolations  shall  much 
more  abound."  Griefs  and  alarms  constrain  their 
flight  as  doves  to  their  windows,  while  Love  invites 
to  infinite  safety  and  delight.  *'  Come,  my  people ; 
enter  into  thy  chambers:  hide  thyself  for  a  small 
moment,  till  the  indignation  be  overpast."  Thus 
"  keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God,"  by  receiving 
him  with  a  becoming  demeanour  when  he  vouchsafes 
to  come  to  you.     To  this  I  add — 

Carefully  observe  those  appointments  of  the 
Most  High  God  by  which  you  are  directed  to  wait 
upon  him  wherever  he  has  an  altar;  and  the  general 
invitation  encourages  his  believing  people  to  expect 
a  private  audience,  whenever  they  call  upon  him. 
God  has  recorded  his  name  in  our  spiritual  Zion  : 
He  loves  her  gates  :  there  is  his  earthly  dwelling. 
Zion,  therefore,  is  the  place  of  our  solemn  assem- 
blies :  you  have  a  gracious  invitation  to  meet  him 
there.  The  King  of  Saints  has  likewise  his  rftfy, which 
he  has  sanctified  and  blessed,  when,  not  exclusively 
but  especially,  he  will  expect  to  see  you  there.  Yoa 
are  under  an  engagement  to  go  on  that  day  to  "  sup 
with  him,  and  he  with  you."  Then  if  you  would 
"  keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God,"  thankfully 
accept  his  invitation:  make  every  other  concern 
give  way  to  it:  carefully  prepare  for  it:  "Wash  you, 
make  you  clean;"  *'  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus,"  his  robe 
of  righteousness  and  garments  of  salvation.  Look 
forward  to  the  day  wath  heartfelt  desire,  and  hail 
its  approach  as  the  day  which  the  Lord  has  blessed  > 
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after  having  provided  against  occasions  of  hindrance 
end  discomposure  in  the  solemn  engagements  of  the 
day.  Neglect  nothing  by.  which  your  faith  in  that 
promise  may  be  encouraged :  "  Draw  nigh  unto  God, 
and  he  will  draw  nigh  unto  you."  Go  as  into  the 
house  and  awful  presence  of  God.  Go  with  deep 
reverence  and  humility  ;  yet  with  the  affection,  the 
liberty,  the  confidence  of  a  child.  Carefully  im- 
prove every  opportunity  of  going  up  to  the  house  of 
God,  on  whatever  day.  Nay,  ''  despise  not  prophe-' 
syings."  Rather  esteem  very  highly  the  more  private 
meetings  of  the  church.  They  who  on  those  occa- 
sions wait  on  the  Lord,  are  oftentimes  like  deputa- 
tions, composed  of  the  most  spiritual  and  honour-* 
able  memberSj  chosen  to  lay  the  state  of  the  church 
before  its  great  Lord.  Often  they  are  favoured 
with  a  special  audience :  they  are  admitted  nigh  to 
God,  and  they  return  with  rich  grants  of  blessing. 
Sometimes  the  King  of  kings  makes  the  place 
of  his  sanctuary  a  banqueting-house.  To  shew 
the  riches  of  his  glorious  kingdom,  and  the  honour 
of  his  excellent  Majesty,  unto  those  *'  who  are  washed 
from  their  sins  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  are 
made  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  the  Father,*' 
He  makes  *'  a  feast  of  fat  things."  The  table  is  spread 
with  heavenly  dainties.  Himself,  with  a  counte- 
nance expressive  of  mingled  majesty  and  mercy, 
adorns  the  board ;  and  while  he  frowns  upon  the 
presumptuous  intruder,  who  has,  in  proud  contempt 
of  the  rule  of  the  house,  neglected  to  *'  put  on  the 
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Lord  Jesus,"  he  welcomes  with  a  smile  of  com* 
placency  every  guest  who  appears  thus  attired.  He 
deals  familiarly  with  him  :  *'  What  is  thy  petition," 
he  cries, "  and  what  is  thy  request  ? "  "  Open  thy  mouth 
wide,  and  I  will  fill  it."  With  fatherly  wisdom  and 
love,  he  mingles  for  every  guest  his  own  cup,  his 
own  portion.  "  Eat,  O  friends;  drink,  yea,  drink 
abundantly,  O  beloved."  They  "  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  and  renew  their  strength.  They  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles;  they  run,  and  are  not  weary; 
they  walk,  and  do  not  faint."  Then  prize  the  table 
of  tlie  Lord  ;  and  if  you  will  "  keep  yourselves  in  the 
love  of  God,"  prepare  to  meet  him  on  those  solemti 
occasions. 

Another  privilege,  my  dear  children,  belongs  to 
you :  you  have  an  altar  to  God  severally  in  your 
hdiises.  Thither,  without  formal  invitation,  you  can 
lead  your  households,  and  spread  all  your  cares, 
and  desires,  and  griefs,  before  the  Lord.  You 
can  pour  out  your  heart  before  him,  and  direct  your 
believing  expectation  unto  him.  Blessed,  for  ever 
blessed,  be  the  God  of  my  fathers, — the  Angel 
who  redeemed  me  from  out  of  all  evil,  who  has 
taught  my  children  to  say,  "  He  is  my  God,  and  I 
will  prepare  him  an  habitation ;  my  father's  God,  and 
1  will  exalt  him  ;"  who  has  put  it  into  their  hearts 
to  "  present  their  bodies,"  their  souls,  their  all,  **  a 
living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God."  While 
the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  possesses  its  station  on 
ttieir  tents,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  romid 
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about  it;  and  a  voice  breaking  from  the  Excellent 
Glory  proclaims,  "  I  will  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to 
thy  seed  after  thee."     ''  Behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and 
will  keep  thee   in  all  places  whither   thou  goest. 
For  I  will  not  leave  thee    until  I  have  done  that 
which  I  have  spoken  to  thee  of."     These  promises 
are  "  exceeding  great  and  precious."     They  are  rich 
cordials.   Say,  then,  in  the  day  of  trouble,  "  I  will  go 
unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy! 
I  will  cry  unto  God  Most  High,  unto  God  who  per- 
formeth  all  things  for  me."  "Doubtless  thou  art  our 
Father,    though  Abraham   be  ignorant  of  us,  and 
Israel  acknowledge  us  not,"  and  our  dearest  earthly 
friends  live   only  in   our  memory"  and   in  heaven. 
•*Thou,  O  Lord,  art  our  Father,  our  Redeemer.  Thy 
name  is  from  cverlastmg  I"  Ah!  what  are  the  palaces 
of  the  great  when  compared  with  the  meanest  cot- 
tage dedicated  to  God  and  his  worship,  and  honoured 
«vitli  his  presence  1     A  family  God!    taking  up  his 
abode  with  you !     His  promise,  like  a  well  of  living 
ivater,  springing  up  into  everlasting  life  I     Recorded 
there,  what  a  family  inheritance,  what  a  birth-right^ 
for  your  dear  children !    What  a  ground  of  faith  when 
you  dedicate  them  to  God!    Prize  then  and  frequent 
the  family  altar.    Beware  of  negligence :  be  afraid 
of  idolizing  the  world,  or  indulging  iniquity  in  your 
hearts  or  in  your  houses.     Plead  and  claim  the  pro- 
mise ;   "  Therefore,  now  let  it  please  thee  to  bless 
the  house    of   thy  servant,    that  it  may  continue 
for  ever  before  thee/'     **  For  thou,  O  Lord,  hast 
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spoken  it,  and  with  thy  blessing  let  the  house  of 
thy  servant  be  blessed  for  ever ! "  Thus  maintain 
the  intercourses  of  Divine  friendship,  and  *'  keep 
yourselves  in  the  love  of  God." 

God  has  a  yet  more  retired  altar  where  his  people 
may  have  a  more   private  audience  still.     "  When 
^hou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet;  and  when  thou 
hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in 
secret,  and  thy  Father  which  seeth  in  secret  shall 
reward  thee   openly."      Retired  devotion    is    the 
privilege  of  God's  faithful  people.     It  is  exclusively 
their  privilege  to  be  favoured  with  a  key,  whereby 
to  admit  themselves  into  the  presence-chamber  of  the 
King  of  kings  on  any  occasion,  and  on  all  occasions. 
They  have  access  with  confidence   ^*  by  the  blood  of 
Jesus."     They  are  encouraged  to  come  when  they 
will,  and  to  ask  what  they  will.     Nay,  sometimes 
their  souls  run  to  him  in  a  quick  and  sudden  ejacu- 
lation :  a  devout  aspiration  on  the  wings  of  faith  and 
love,  swift  as  an  eagle,  flies,  and  reaches  the  throne 
of  God ;  and  often  returns  as  quickly  the  messenger 
of  salvation.      So  ready  and  yet  so  secret  is  the 
believer's  conversation  with  heaven,   by  night  or  by 
day,  at  home  or  abroad.     But  as  ancient  believers 
had  their  morning  and  evening  sacrifices,  so  have 
Christians  their  morning    and   evening   devotions. 
They  are  important   duties ;    they    are   invaluable 
privileges.     It  is  not  probable  you  will  "  keep  your- 
3elves  in  the  love  of  God,"  without  a  careful  at- 
tpntip?!  to  those  seasons.     Retired  devotions,   duly 
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conducted,  avail  much  to  keep  the  communication 
open,    and   preserve  a  holy   familiarity  with  God. 
"  Yet  bodily  exercise  profiteth  nothing!"     It  is  not 
enough  to  observe  with  exactness  the  stated  times 
of  devotion.     "  God  must  be  worshipped   in  spirit 
ai)d  in  truth."     Others,   by  observing  your  habitual 
temper,  will,  in  a  good  degiee,  be  able  to  discover 
whether  you  are  brought   near  to  God    in   secret 
duties.     Be  afraid,  therefore,  of  sin  and  the  world, 
of  business  and  company, — of  every  thing  that  may 
prevent  your  gaining  the  benefit  of  fellowship  witli 
God  in  secret.     It  is  not  possible  that   any  thing  iu 
tlie  whole  world  should  compensate  such  a    loss. 
Especially  fear,  "  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief  in  departing  from  the  living 
God."     A  declension  here  would  be  just  occasion 
of  very  serious  alarm.     Take  pains,  then,   to  keep 
alive  the  fire  on  this  altar.     You  will  be  saved  from 
many  evils:  yom'  communion  wjth  God  will  be  sweet: 
and  you  will  be  provided  with  treasures  of  "  strong 
consolation,"  when  overtaken  with  affliction  or  death. 
Mr.  Fleming  writes  very  pleasantly  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Kennedy  of   Scotland :     When   he   was    dying,    a 
godly  minister  said  to  him,  '^  You  have  cause.  Sir, 
to  bo  assured,    that  the    angels  of   God  are  now 
waiting  beside  this  bed,    to  convey  your  soul  into 
Abraham's    bosom."      "  Truly,"    he    replied,    "  I 
know  it ;  I  have  reason  to  be  assured  of  it ;  and  if 
the  walls  of  this  house  could  speak^  they  could  tell, 
})pw  many  sweet  days  I  have  here   had  in   secret 
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fellowship  with  God,  and  how  familiar  he  has  been 
with  my  soul." 

Then    "  keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God." 
Your  best  interest,    your  richest  consolations,  are 
not  to  be  found  in  creature  smiles  or  worldly  pos- 
sessions.    "  O  God,   thou  art  my  God :    early  will 
I  seek  thee."     "  His  loving  kindness  is  better  than 
life."     Seek  this  evidence  of  your  relation  to  Gfbd ; 
the  Spirit  of  his  Son  sent  into  your  heart,   crykig 
"  Abba,  Father ! "     Rivals  with  him  for  the  throne 
of    your    hearts  will   be  presented    unto  you:    but 
^*  what  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?"     *'  The 
idols  he  will  utterly  abolish ! "    Creature  expectations 
are  vain.     Creature  friendships  are  transient    **  Our 
fathers,  where  are  they  r"     If,  of  those  burning  and 
shining  lights,  which  from  the  Sun  of  Righteousness 
have,  for  a   season,  refreshed  and  delighted  you, 
some  are  already  set,  others  are  setting.    It  is  fit  that 
they  should  retire.     Grace  will  prefer  them  to  a 
higher  sphere. 

Yet,  Sn  Ihe  midst  of  death  and  grlef^ 

This  thought  your  sorrow  should  aasuage; 

Our  Father  and  our  Saviour  lives, 
Christ  is  the  same  in  every  age. 

^'  Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God,"  and  you 
will  never  want  a  friend:  *'  Christ  is  all  and  in  all!** 
In  their  translation,  creature-friends  will  have  joy  in 
knowing,  that  their  Father  is  your  Father,  their  home 
your  home:  and  you  will  have  joy  in  knowing, 
that  a  few  toeampmentS;  perhaps  a  few  stages^  or 
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steps  more,  and  you  shall  be  at  home  with  God  in 
his  royal  palace,  with  all  your  pious  kindred,  and 
all  the  saints  and  angels  already  there,  enjoying  the 
brightest  discoveries,  the  sweetest  manifestatiotis,  and 
the  eternal  intercourses  of  the  love  of  God. 

With  this  hope,  my  dear  children,  "  I  commend 
you  to  God  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is 
able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance 
among  all  them  w^io  are  sanctified."     Ameq. 
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See  that  ye  refuse  rwt  Him  that  speaketh ;  for  if 
they  escaped  not  who  refused  him  that  spake  on 
earthy  much  more  shall  not  we  escape  if  we  turn 
away  from  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven. 

X  H£  Apostle  has  been  considering  the  superior 
advantages  of  the  Gospel,  compared  with  those  of 
the  Jewish  dispensation.  Our  text  is  an  inference 
and  serious  reflection  arising  from  it :  ^'  See  that 
ye  refuse  not  him  that  speaketh,  &c."  It  is  as 
if  he  had  said,  "  Since  the  Gospel  state  of  the 
Church  so  greatly  surpasses  that  of  the  Jewish, 
take  heed,  as  you  value  your  immortal  souls,  that 
you  by  no  means  reject  the  dear  Mediator  of  the 
new  covenant,  who,  in  the  most  condescending 
and  endearing  manner,  speaks  to  you  in  his 
preached  Gospel :  for  if  they  who  resisted  Moses, 
and  refused  to  receive  the  laws  of  God  at  his 
mouth,  did  not  escape  the  severest  punishment, 
how  impossible  is  it  that  any  of  us  should  escape, 
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who  despise  the  authority,  and  refuse  the  grace,  of 
Him  who  is  exalted  in  the  highest  heavens,  and 
from  thence  proclaims  to   us  the  glad   tidings  of 
eternal  salvation?"      "  Whose  voice,"     adds    the 
Apostle,     of   tremendous    majesty,     "  then  shook 
the    earth,"    and    made    mount     Sinai    and     the 
people  round  it  to  quake  and  tremble:    but  now 
he    is    doing    what    he    hath    promised    by    the 
prophet  Haggai    (ch.  ii.  6.) ;    "  Yet  once  more   I 
shake  not  the  earth  only,  but  also  heaven,"  and  dis- 
solve and  remove  the  whole  frame   of  the  Jewish 
constitution,  civil  and  religious.     "  And  this  word, 
yet  once  more,"  evidently  "  signifies  the  removing 
of  those  things"  of  the  Mosaic  oeconomy  "  that  are 
shaken,  as  of  things  that  are  made"   with  hands, 
and  appointed  only  for  a  time;  "  that  those  things/' 
the  glorious  and  unalterable  ordinances  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Gospel  which  are  introduced  in  their 
stead,  and  "  which  cannot  be  shaken,  may  remain'^ 
till  the  end  of  the  world. 

Our  text  is  a  serious  admonition,  and  reminds  us 
of  several  most  solemn  truths : — that  in  the  mini- 
stration of  the  Gospel,  the  eternal  Son  of  God 
speaks  to  us  from  heaven ; — tliat  it  is  possible  some 
may  refuse  the  offered  grace  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
turn  away  from  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven ; — 
that  to  refuse  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven,  is  to 
expose  ourselves  to  the  most  certain  and  dreadful 
vengeance; — and  that  it  is  the  business  of  a  gospel 
minister  faithfully  and  affectionately  to  warn    his 
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hearers  that  they  come  not  into  so  dreadful  a  con- 
demnation. 

May  the  Lord  the  Spirit  t(*ach  us  all  to  under-* 
stand  these  things  in  their  just  importance! 

].  The  first  solemn  truth  we  notice  in  our  text  is 
this,  When  the  Gospel  is  preached,  the  eternal  Son 
of  God  speaks  to  us  from  heaven. 

It  is.  God  in  the  person  of  his  Son,  Jesus  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  that  is  here  in- 
tended. He  it  was  who  presided  in  that  great 
solemnity  of  giving  the  Law  :  it  was  His  voice  of 
thunder  and  awful  majesty  that  then  shook  the 
earth  :  and  it  was  He,  who,  by  the  ministry  and  me- 
diation of  Moses,  afterwards  appointed  an  earthly 
tabernacle,  together  with  a  multitude  of  carnal 
ordinances,  which  served  only  for  the  removal  of 
external  pollutions,  and  for  consecration  to  exter- 
nal services.  But  now  "  he  speaks  from  heaven^ 
He  has  established  a  more  spiritual  and  heavenly 
dispensation.  He  himself  who  is  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  in  astonishing  mercy,  came  down  in 
his  own  person,  \o  proclaim  the  grace  of  the 
Gospel,  and  make  a  free  overture  of  the  invaluable 
treasures  of  that  new  covenant  of  which  he  is  the 
Mediator,  to  condemned  sinners.  And  since  his 
glorious  ascension  he  has  commissioned  his  apostles 
and  ordinary  ministers  in  his  name  to  "  go  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 
"  Now  therefore,"  says  the  Apostle  Paul  in  the 
discharge  of  this   his  commission,    2  Cor.  v.   20. 
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^^  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ ;  as  though  Go^ 
did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  ia  Christ's 
stead/*  by  every  thing  endearing  or  awful,  accept 
the  offered  grace^  and  "  be  ye  reconciled  to  God." 

Never  let  us  overlook,  my  brethren,  this  most 
awakening  truth  contained  in  our  text;  Thftt 
when  the  Gospel  is  preached,  though  by  frail  dying 
men,  Jesus,  the  Divine  Mediator,  speaks  fix>m 
heaven.  Ministers  are  but  as  the  trumpets  by  which 
be  proclaims  hid  will  and  tenders  his  grace. 

This  consideration  should  be  regarded  as  a 
solemn  momento  to  ministers  thetnselves.  It  should 
make  them  humble  and  diligent  in  searching  the 
Scriptures,  to  know  the  mind  of  Christ,  lest  the 
trumpet  give  an  uncertain  sound.  It  should  make 
them  faithful  in  deliveritig  the  whole  counsel  of 
God.  It  should  engage  them,  with  purity  of  in- 
tention and  singleness  of  heart,  to  seek  their 
Master'^  glory :  and  it  should  make  them  earnest 
and  importunate  in  seeking  that  Divine  influence 
and  energy,  without  which  their  most  serious  and 
importunate  addresses  will  be  like  an  arrow  shot 
from  a  deceitful  broken  bow  which  will  drop  short 
of  the  mark,  will  never  reach  the  heart.  And  how 
ought  their  minds  to  be  impressed  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  vast  importance  of  this  embassy  1 
What  tremendous  consequences  hang  upon  it!  With 
what  an  heart-felt  concern  does  the  Apostle  speak  of 
it,  2  Cor.  ii.  15,  l6.  "We  are  unto  God  a  sweet 
savour  of  Christ    in  them  that  arc  saved,  and  ib 


8£EM0KS«  145 

them  that  perish/'  Whatever  be  the  issue  of  our 
ministry,  God,  who  knows  our  principles  and  aims» 
our  diligence  and  fidelity  in  his  service,  is  well 
pleased  with  us.  Yet  we  cannot  but  be  greatly 
affected  when  we  think  of  the  winding  up  of  the 
scene :  that  while  '^  to  the  one  Wi'  are  the  savour 
of  life  unto  life,  we  are  to  the  other  the  savour 
of  death  unto  death :  and  who  is  sufficient  for 
these  things?"  Who,  without  the  special  assistance 
of  Christ,  is  able  to  discharge  so  important  a  wbrk 
in  a  manner  sufficiently  humble  and  faithful,  and 
diligent  and  affectionate? 

Bat,  my  dear  hearers,  this  is  a  subject  which  like« 
wise  demands  your  attention:  When  the  Gospel  is 
preached,  though  by  frail  dying  men,  Jesus,  the 
adorable  Mediator  of  Ac  new  covenant,  speaketh 
from  heaven. 

This  is  a  consideration  which,  methinks,  should 
gain  us  a  ready  acceptance  among  you.  It  is  rea-^ 
son  enou^  why  you  should  ^ve  us  the  most  serious 
attention.  We  come  not  as  heralds  to  proclaim  war 
between  Heaven  and  you;  but  as  ambassadors  of 
peace,  to  propose  conditions,  the  most  gracious  on 
God's  part,  .and  the  most  beneficial  on  your*s.  But 
then,  still  remember,  yoiur  ministers  are  at  best  but 
messeiigers  and  iostruments.  If  saving  good  be 
done,  and  tlie  Gbspel  prove  a  ministration  of  life 
Id  your  souls,  it  is  the  ^ace  of  God  that  does  it, 
and  be  will  not  give  hSa'  glory  to  anoAer.      He 
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be  assured  he  knows  and  pities  you.  He  fully  knows! 
your  downrsitting  and  your  up-rising,  and  under- 
standeth  your  very  thoughts  afieu*  off.  He  compaasetb 
your  path  when  most  retired,  and  b  acquainted  witb 
all  your  ways. 

And  can  you  not  look  back  to  some  partU 
^ular  seasons,  when  this  blessed  Redeemer,  under 
a  sermon,  or  by  the  admonition  of  some  secious 
friend  or  minister,  or  by  the  reflections  of  your  owa- 
conscienoe,  has  spoken  to  your  heart,  and  giveiii 
you  a  solemn  and  aw*akening  sense  of  your  sin  and 
danger?  Perhaps  he  has  sometimes  hedged  up> 
your  way  with  thorns,  and  brought  yeu  into  deep 
s^dversity,  tiiat  you  should  not  be  able  to  indulge  ia 
the  lusts  of  your  heart;  but  that  in  the  solitude  and 
dbtk]!keif&  of  affliction^  yoa  should  be  constraiiied  tOt 
eoQsider  your  ii^ays  and  your  doings  which  faai^ 
Qotiieen  good,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord.  Perhaps^ 
felMMi^ttoss  aayou  now  may  be,  there  was  a  time 
whqo  the  sorrows  of  death  compassed  you,  and  the 
paiqs  of 'hiBli.'gttt  hold  upon  you,  and  vows  and  re-* 
saktibos'expmaed  the^coastemation  and  horror  of 
jcmr  spiiiti  :  And  a£ter  ail,  must  the  Saviour  stretch 
tiptlhiaihandinviinp  Must  he  still  grieve  for  the 
lMirdci^»<|of  your  hesocC^  Must  he  hearken  and 
hcfalryiliiid  ^^no  ma^  repent  him  of  his^  wickedness^ 
'  sayings  What  hove  I  donel  but  every  one  return 
to  hi^jcourse^"  bis  dangerous  ^oul-destroying  course^ 
^•as  the  horse rusheth  into  tiie  battle? " 
Oh!  let  me  beseech  you,,  look^ipoh  Him  whoia 
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you  have  pierced,  and  mourn.  Behold  him  in  all 
the  bitterness  of  his  sufferings,  when  ^*  he  wa^ 
wounded  for  our  transgressions,  and  bruised  for. out 
iniquities."  And  can  you  then  insult  bis  woes,  and 
crucify  the  Son  of  God  afresh,  by  going  on  atitl  in 
your  trespasses?  Can  you  pierce  that  heart  afresh 
that  poured  out  its  vital  blood  to  wash  away 
$in?  O!  stop  a  mom^at,  and  think  what  the  ehdiof 
these  things  must  be.  Surely  ingratitude  like  this,  sq 
strange  and  ao  vile,  must  fill  the  vials  apace;  must 
cause  the  wrath  of  God  to  burn  with  a  ten-fold  ven« 
geance,  and  sink  the  monster  into  the  lowest  hell.     ; 

But,  raethiaks  I  hear  some  poor  trembling  sinner, 
«ome  wandering  sheep,  who  knows  the  Shepherd's 
voice,  and  has  been  listening  with  a  melting  heart  to 
his  awakening  and  gracious  call,  eagerly  crying  out, 
^^Lord!  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?  I  never 
knew  till  now  my  dreadful  state  of  sin  and  wrath. 
Oh  what  a  wretch  have  I  been !  What  authority  and 
what  love  has  this  hardened  heart  resisted  1  Oh^ 
my  sins!  my  sins!  wbat  have  I  done?  Innumerable 
evils  compass  me  about :  mine  iniquities  have  taken 
hold  upon  me,  so  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up : 
they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head;  therefore 
mine  heart  faileth  me.  I  remember  my  own  evil 
ways,  and  my  doings  which  have  not  been  good,  and 
I  loath  myself  in  my  own  sight  for  my  iniquities 
and  for  my  abominations.  Against  thee,  O  Lord! 
against  thee  only,  have  I  sinned,  and  done  continued 

il  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  mightest  be  justified  when 
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thou  speakest,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judgesL— 
But,  O  blessed  Jesus,  thine  inviting  voice  bids  me 
liope.     Lord!    if  thou  canst  do  any  thing,  have 
bompassion  upon  me  and  help  me.     Turn  thou  me, 
and  I  shall  be  turned.     O   pity  my  M^anderin^ 
compassionate  my  miseries,  and  hide  thy  face  from 
my  sins.     Lord!  I  am  oppressed,  undertake  for  me, 
and  let  thy  precious  blood  wash  away  all  my  guilt ; 
80  3ball  the  blessing  of  one  that  was  ready  to  perish 
tome  upon  thee."— Well,   my  dear  friend,  be  of 
good  cheer :   '^  Blessed  are   they  which  do  hunger 
and  thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be  filled/' 
Such  a  cry  as  this  reaches  the  highest  heavens.     It 
leiaches  the  ear,  the  heart,  of  the  blessed  Jesus — of 
him  whose  compassions  are  represented  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  father  of  the  prodigal,   who,  *•  when  he 
was  yet  a  gi^eat  way  off,  saw  him,  and  had  compas- 
sion, and  ran,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him." 
He  who,   with   so   much  delight,    heard  Ephraim 
bemoaning  himself,  will  graciously  say  of  you  as  he 
did  of  him,  '^  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  son  ?  is  he  a 
pleasant  child  ?  for  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do 
earnestly  remember  him  still :  therefore  my  bowels 
are  troubled  for  him ;  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon 
Inm,  saith  the  Lord." 

Hark  I  he  speaks  again,  and  in  accents  of  love  in- 
vites your  confidence,  and  even  commands  you  to 
believe.  -^  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  "  Look 
unto  tne,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth ; 


SkHHONS.  151 

for  I  ani  God, ;  and  there  is  none  else."  **  Hearken 
unto  me,  ye  stout  hearted  that  are  far  from  righte- 
ousness :  I  bring  near  my  righteousness  ;  it  shall  not 
be  far  off,  and  my  salvation  shall  not  tarry.  In- 
cline your  ear  and  come  unto  m^,  hear  and  your  soul 
shall  live,  and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant 
with  youi  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David."  **  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  heareth  my  word  ami 
believethion  him  that  sent  me;  hath  everlasting  life, 
and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation,  but  is  passed 
fi^om  death  unto  life."  *'  I,  even  I,  am  he  that 
blotteth  out  thy  transgressions  for  mine  own  sake, 
and'will  notremember  thy  sins.*'  Oh^  my  brethren! 
let  me  congratulate  you,  and  shall  we  not  cohgra*- 
tulate  one  another,  that  such  a  voice  as  this  is  heard 
from  heaven  ?  Ten  thousand "  dreadful  thunders 
might  have  proclaimed  thence. the  vengeance  of  in*- 
exorable  Majesty,  and  have  ushered  in  the  great 
day  of  his  wrath.  But  justice  is  satisfied,  mercy 
reigns,  and  the. heavens  resound  with  the  sweet 
anthem^  ^^  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth 
peace,  good-^will  towards  men.''  Alas!  that 
such  grace  should;  ever  be  despised*— that  such 
a  Saviour  should  be  left  to  weep  over  any  of 
us,  in  such  language  ;  aa  he  once .  used  to  lament 
Jerusalem's  gbilt  and  rui» ! ,  '^  Q  Jerusalem,  Jeru- 
salem! thou  that  kill^t  the  prophets,  and  storfest 
diem  whi(;b  are .  seiit  .tmU>  thee,  how  often  would 
I. faiuve  gathered. thy  children  together,  even  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  herwingn,  an4 
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ye  wQul(j  not ! "    This  remioGbi  afe  of  a  Melancholy 
txjjth  contaijfied  in  our  teict. 

II.  It  is  possible  that  men  may  reject  the 
offered  grace  of  the  Redeemer,  and  turn  aifay  front 
Him  that  speaketh  frc»n  heav^ii. 
,  It  ufigiit  have  been  ^cpected,  when  :90  glonous  a 
jkerson  condescends  to  speak  from  hearen^  tbat.eiQiy 
qye.  shotikL  be  fixed .  upon  him,  etery  ear  attoottte^: 
and  eyery  mind  Mofaedknt  to  the  totunatioii^  df  his^ 
ilili.:  jespectally  when  he  comes  td  prdelaim  aal*-' 
\atacHi.ta  a  lost  work!,  and  to  pour  down^  not  viala 
df  deserved  wn^th,  hut invahiable  blessings:)  sUcb 
hlessnigs  as  a  God  can  give ;  bles^gs  puroj^ased 
-yi^ith  .  his  c  own.  agonies  and  blood* .  One  would 
have. ek petted  that  eager  multitudes^^  would  hav6 
pres^  around  him,  .and  haVe  fallen  before  hidi  in 
submission  and  grateful  joy,  crying  witli  linited 
hearts  aodvoices^  '^Behold  we  come  to  Thee^  fot 
tbou  art  the  Lord  our  God!"  And  is. this  the 
case?  Is  such  the  teiiiper  and-oohduct  6f'tbe  mal**- 
tltude  aroiihd  us?  •■  A  soul  impressed  with  the  conrif^ 
^bration  of  the  vast  importance  df  eternal  things  (Wi\\ 
ilty,  ■■■'  O  ttiat  there  were  sueh  a  heirt  is  them ! " 
But  observation:  tells  us,  it  is  possible  inebmayitum 
aside  from^  Him  that  sp^alcetbfnom  heavenv;.' 
1  it  is  pos&ibte  men'  rnay^  negkct  the  wocdiahd  dr^ 
iiiianees  o£  Christ,'  by  which  'he  spmk8,:iiiid  treaJB 
Ittie  written  and  th£  prebdbed  Goibpel  iKritfa  >eqaal 

toUtempii'^'' '<:.:    .  "MiM    --^i-.;..:-*    -» ;a    .;    ■  '  -hi":    '* 
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. ;  It  19  possible  men  may  indulge  in  a  trifling  beha- 
viour under  tbe  word.  And  while  the  greiit  God 
a.nd  our  Saviour  is  by  his  ministers  speaking  of 
things  which  relate  to  their  soub'  everlasting  in- 
terestSy  it  is  possible  they  may  be  totally  senseless 
and  unconcerned,  and  go  their  way,  making  light 
of  these. things* 

Nay^  such  is  the  awful  depravity  of  the  human 
mindi  and  such  its  apostacy  from  God,  that  it  is 
possible,  even  when  the  most  solemn  and  interesting 
truths  are  delivered,  and  life  and  death  set  before 
them,  some  men  may  indulge  not  only  in  inat- 
tention, but  in  levity*  They  may  sport  on  the 
verge  of  eternal  woe — they  may  treat  that  Gospel 
with  derision  where  their  salvation  lies,  and  lose  in 
tsenseless  mirth  those  moments  of  sacred  time  which 
the  riches  of  ten  thousand  worlds  cannot  recal. 

Shall  I  go  a  step  further,  and  say,  that  under 
these  solemn  circumstances,  it  is  possible  some  may 
indulge  in  sleep  ?  I  do  not  mean,  that  nature  may 
not  be  so  frail  and  exhausted^  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  be  compelled  to  involuntary  sleep. 
In  such  a  case  the  Saviour  himself  will  find  aia 
apoiogy  for  his  friends,  though  it  be  on  the  mount 
of  his  transfignration,  or  in  the  garden  of  his  coa- 
flitti  •  But  what  I  mean  is,  that  even  in  tbe  more 
immediate  presence  of  God,  and  while  he  speaka 
from  heaven  of  things  that  concern  our  everlasting 
peace,  it  i&  possible,  some  may  allow  themselves  in 
Aeepf  may  dclmpose  themuielves  for  it^  with  folded 
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arms  and  heads  reclined,  as  if  it  were  with  a  deli- 
berate and  desperate  purpose  to  stop  their  ears,  that 
they  might  not  hear. — And  are  these  the  oflferings^ 
my  brethren,  which  any  of  }fou  bring  to  the  Most 
High  God?     And  can  you  expect  that  witii  stick  sa^ 
erifices  he  will  be  well  pleased?     "  OflFer  it  now  to 
thy  governor"  (is  the  just  reply  of  Heaven  :  appear 
in  the  presence  of  thy  Prince  in  such   a  disrespect- 
ful posture ;  and  when  he  speaks,  treat  him  with  as 
much  contempt),  **will  he  be  pleased  with  thee,  or 
accept  thy  person  ? "  We  are  informed  (Judg.  iii,  20), 
that  when  the  artful  Ehud  came  from  the  land  of 
Israel  to  the  king  of  Moab,  Israel's  enemy  and  o[>- 
pressor,  and  said  unto  him,  '^  I  have  a  message  from 
God  unto  thee;"  notwithstanding  Eglon's  dignity 
as  a  prince,   notwithstanding  his  unwieldy  corpu« 
lence  as  a  man,  and  his  estrangement  from  the  true 
God  as  an  idolater,  ^'  he  rose  out  of  his  seat,"  in 
token  of  ^is  reverence  of  the  Deity.     And  do  you, 
my  friends,  bear  the  Christian  name;  do  you  profess 
to  know  God,   and  not  revere  and  worship  him  as 
God?     Can  you  dare  insult  his  dreadful  Majesty  in' 
his  pr^ence,  and  while  he  speaks,  by  a  trifling  un- 
concern and  invited  slumbers?     Is  this;  vour  care 
for  your  souls,  your  zeal  for  your  salvation  ?     Surelyy 
did  you  know  the  worth  of  your  souls,  you  would,  be 
not  thus  '^  slothfulin  business,  but  fervent  in  spirii^'* 
seeking  and  "serving  the  Lord." 

Onco  more  :«-^I  .am  afraid  there    is.  too  .much 
reason  for  this  melancholy  remark:    It  is  posmble. 


8ERHON8.  155 

men  may,  with  haughty  insolence  and  contempt,  re* 
fuse  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven.  It  was  the  inso- 
lent language  of  Pharaoh^  ^^  Who  is  the  Lord,  that 
I  should  obey  his  voice?  I  know  not  the  Lord, 
neither  will  I  let  Israel  go."  We  read  of  some  who 
are  called  ''  haters  of  God ;"  and  it  is  an  awful  truth 
which  the  Apostle  teaches,  when  he  declares  (Rom. 
viii.  7),  '^  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God, 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  Law  of  God,  neither  indeed 
can  be."  Hence  it  b,  ^'  the  fool  hath  said  in  his 
heart,  there  is  no  God,"  and  is  ever  labouring  to 
erase  every  impression  of  the  Divine  Image,  and 
every  idea  of  the  Divine  Being,  from  the  mind :  and 
hence  it  is,  that  when  God  condescends  to  speak  by 
his  providence,  or  his  word,  the  impious  sinner  re- 
sisteth  His  Spirit,  suppresses  conviction,  and  turns 
away  from  him  that  speaketh,  in  haughty  scorn ;  join- 
ing in  the  language  of  those  who  ^^  say  unto  God" 
Most  High,  "  Depart  from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the 
knowledge  of  thy  ways?"  Oh,  dreadful  impiety! 
Can  devils  go  further? 

Let  me  add  one  more  to  this  mournful  train  of 
ideas,  and  observe ;  It  is  possible  men  may  seem  by 
their  profession  and  outward  deportment  to  give 
attention  to  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven,  and 
yet  their  hearts  may  not  be  with  him.  Such  a  case 
as  this  is  in  the  highest  degree  melancholy;  and,  alas! 
how  frequent  is  it!  Fellow-creatures  may  be  deceived; 
but  of  what  avail  is  the  deception,  while  tlie  Lord 
looketh  on  the  heart?     Ezekiel,   who  was  God's 
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messenger  to  the  captive  Jews,  was  in  danger  of 
being  flattered  into  a  good  opinion  of  his  hearers, 
while  they  attended  hitn  in  crowds.  But  God,  who 
s^archeth  the  heart,  plainly  tells  him,  they  meant  to 
compliment  his  eloquence,  not  to  receive  the  word 
at  his  lips,  £zek.  xxxiii.  31.  ^' They  come  unto 
thee  as  my  people  cometh,  and  they  sit  before  thee 
as  my  people,  and  they  hear  thy  words,  but  they 
will  not  do  them :  for  with  their  mouth  they  shew 
much  love,  but  their  heart  goeth  after  their  covetous- 
Bess.  And,  lo!  thou  art  unto  them  as  a  very 
lovely  song  of  one  that  hath  a  pleasant  voice, 
and  can  play  well  on  an  instrument;  for  they 
hear  thy  words,  but  they  do  them  not"  O,  my 
brethren!  there  are  those  who  seem  to  be  religious, 
who  are  regular,  and  apparently  devout  in  their 
attendance  on  ordinances,  and  yet  refuse  Him 
that  speaketh  from  heaven.  They  assume  the 
Christian  name,  but  tiiey  have  not  *'  the  mind  of 
Christ."  They  profess  obedience  to  Christ  in  the 
Gospel,  but  they  "  will  not  come  to  him  that  they 
might  have  life." — They  have  the  form  of  godliness, 
but  are  strangers  to  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul. 
They  do  many  things  in  obedience  to  Christ,  but 
they  Imve  not  renounced  their  vain  confidence  nor 
their  most  beloved  lusts.  They  are  returned  by 
repentance,  but  not  to  the  Most  High.  Their  faces 
are  towards  Canaan,  but  their  hearts  are  in  Egypt 
O  fearful  delusion! — Sirs,  methinks  the  very  men- 
tioning of  these  things  should  be  enough  to  alarm  us; 
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enough  to  put  us  all  upon  a  heart-searching  inquiry ; 
enough  to  bring  us  with  a  trembling  solicitude  to 
the  Throne  of  Grace,  crying,  "Lord,  is  it  1?" 
"  Search  me,  O  God !  and  know  liiy  heart :  try  me, 
and  know  my  thoughts ;  and  see  if  there  be  any 
wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  ever- 
lasting." The  graceless  professor,  though  not  far 
from  the  kingdom  of  God,  is  the  most  unlikely  to 
enter.  Publicans  and  harlots  enter  before  him. 
And,  O  distressing  thought!  after  a  life  of  pro- 
fession, to  find  a  "  Mene,  Tekel"  written  against  us 
in  heaven;  and  to  hear  that  Jesus,  whom  we  now 
profess  to  love,  with  lips  full  of  indignation,  sen- 
tence us  to  dwell  with  everlasting  burnings,  as  those 
who  would  not  hear  his  most  gracious  voice  f  Ohl 
Ibis  were  the  very  emphasis  of  woe ! 
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See  that  ye  refuse  not  Him  that  speaketh ;  for  if 
they  escaped  not  who  refused  him  that  spake  on 
earthy  much  more  shall  not  we  escape  if  we  turn 
away  from  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven. 

(SECOND  SBRMON  FKOM  THB  TEXT.) 

JuLaVING  thus  stated  this  melancholy  fact,  that 
many  refuse  and  turn  away  from  Hun  that  speaketh 
from  heaven,  it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  into  the 
occasion  of  this  strange  and  injurious  conduct 

As  to  the  Jews,  their  opposition  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
in  great  measure  arose  from  the  mistaken  notions  they 
had  formed  of  the  promised  Messiah,  and  from  their 
strong  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  Mosaic  Institu- 
tions. They  could  not  easily  relinquish  their  highly 
raised  expectations  of  worldly  eminence  and  do- 
minion, and  follow  the  despised  Nazarene.  They 
could  not  easily  bear  to  see  the  sacred  institutions 
of  Moses,  and  all  their  venerable  rites,  like  a  worn- 
out  garment  thrown  aside  as  of  no  further  use^ 
and  the  religion  of  their  pious  fathers  exchanged 
for  what  appeared  to  them  a  novel  system.    These 
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prejudices  (separate  from  the  consideration  of  the  sa- 
crifice that  must  be  made  of  the  emoluments  of  office 
by  the  very  many  who  served  the  sanctuary)  no  doubt 
oj)erated  powerfully,  and  were  hard  to  overcome. 

We  have  not  these  difficulties  in  our  way ;  and 
yet  the  messengers  of  a  Saviour's  love,  in  our  na- 
tion and  in  our  day,  have  too  much  reason  to  mourn 
and  cry,  "Who  hath  beUeved  our  report?"  The 
blessed  Jesus,  whom  all  the  angels  in  heaven  wor* 
shipp  whose  sacred  Name  is  sweetly  sounded  on 
all  their  golden  hairps; — Jesus,  who,  '^V  though  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  became  poor,"  who 
changed  the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Fa- 
ther before  the  world  was,  for  the  insults  of  mor- 
tals,, and  the  shame  and  agony  of  the  cross ; — 
Jesus,  who  loved  us  and  died  for  us,  is  treated 
with  a  cold  neglect  or  a  determined  opposition.  He 
comes  to  win  the  nations  with  blessings  purchased 
with  his  blood.  He  comes  to  call  us  from  a  state  of 
condemnation,  from  the  very  confines  of  hell,  to  his 
everlasting  kingdom  and  glory,  but — he  is  refused. 

He  renews  the  kind  overture,  and  earnestly  ex- 
postulates ;  "Turn  ye,  turn  ye;  for  why  will  ye  die ? " 
"  Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together :  though 
your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as 
snow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall 
be  as  wooL"  "  Hear  instruction  and  be  wise,  and 
refuse  it  not  Blessed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me, 
watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at  the  posts  of 
my  doors :  for  whoso  findeth  me,  findeth  life,  and 
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shall  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord ;  but  he  that  siooetli 
against  me,  wrongeth  hb  own  soul :  ail  they  that 
hate  me,  love  deaths"  But,  alasi  what  multitudes^ 
in  proud  disdain  and  contempt,  or  in  trifling  indif-* 
ference,  turn  aside  from  him,  and  will  not  give  him 
the  hearing.  While  their  ears  are  open  to  every  one 
who  will  feed  their  vanity,  or  gratify  their  curiosity^ 
or  consult  their  worldly  interest;  they  treat  the  blesa^ 
ed  Redeemer  as  an  impertinent  intruder,  when  he 
would  sound  the  sweet  accents  of  salvation  in  tbeir 
ears^  and  lead  them  to  eternal  glory  and  joy.~- 
Sirs,  this  is  a  most  serious  matter :  let  us  inquire  kito 
the  reasons  of  it,  and  see  if  there  be  not  a  remedy. 

Some  turn  aside  from  Him  that  speaketh  from 
heaven,  because  they  do  not  know,  and  suce  deler^^ 
mined  they  will  not  believe,  that  it  is  the  voice  of 
God.  There  are  not  a  few  of  those  who  laugh  at 
ill  religion  as  a  mere  delusion,  and  treat  the  Bible 
as  a  book  of  fables.  Indeed,  Sirs,  the  growing  iafi* 
delity  of  the  present  day  ought  .to  be  bitterly  ia^ 
mented  by  us.  The  principles  of  it  are  eagerly 
caught  at  by  a  depraved  mind ;  and  the  patrons  and 
abettors  of  it,  inflamed  witii  hellish  zeal,  are  diffusing 
tiietr  poison  in  all  companies ;  and,  alas !  with  too 
much  success.  Does  it  ever  operate,  my  dear  fneods^ 
in  any  of  your  minds  ?  Let  me  entreat  you,  not  to 
be  Christians  merely  because  your  parents  were  such, 
but  to  be  serious  in  your  inquiries.  With  the  noble 
Bereans,  search  the  Scriptures,  and  let  them  speaJc 
for  themselves.     They  carry  their   own  inherent 
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testimony  with  them.  It  were  injudicious,  it  were 
absurd,  to  reject  an  offered  pearl,  because  from  a  su- 
perficial glance  you  suspect  it  to  be  a  counterfeit, 
or  think  you  discover  some  defects  in  it.  And  it 
would  be  equally  absurd  to  reject  the  Scriptures, 
because  you  meet  Mitli  some  things  in  them  wliich 
at  first  view  appear  objectionable,  incredible,  or 
contradictory.  Give  the  sacred  pages  a  fair  exami- 
nation ;  try  them  as  to  tlieir  general  scope  and  ten- 
dency ;  the  doctrines  and  facts  contained  in  tliem ; 
the  character,  the  disposition,  the  views,  of  those  who 
wrote  them  :  trv  them  with  careful  meditation  and 
prayer,  and  you  will  find  your  Bible  to  be  a  jewel 
indeed ;  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  others,  that  the 
more  it  is  worn,  the  brighter  it  will  shine.  You  will 
find  it  prevail,  like  the  rising  sun,  over  all  the  mists 
with  which  infidelity  would  veil  its  glory.  You 
will  find  it  to  be  like  a  field  in  \vhich  is  contained  a 
treasure,  that  will  enrich  your  soul  with  the  sweetest 
and  most  substantial  joy.  No  wonder  that  the 
libertine  should  dislike  the  Scriptures,  and  labour 
to  reason  himself  into  a  disbelief  of  their  Divine 
original,  or  to  evade  the  force  of  truth  with  a  laugh  : 
they  condemn  his  vices,  and  sound  unwelcome  tid- 
ings in  his  ears.  But  the  more  the  princi[)lcs  of 
true  morality  prevail  in  your  heart,  and  a  serious 
concern  for  tlie  glory  of  God  and  your  soul's  ever- 
lasting interest  directs  your  choice,  the  more  plea- 
sure you  will  take  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  and 
with  the  greater  deliglit  you  will  attend  to  the  voice 
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of  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven.     This  reminds 
me  of  another  objection. 

S2.  There  are  many  who,  if  they  will  avow  the  motive 
that  governs  them,  will  say,  they  are  so  habituated 
to  the  practice  of  sin,  and  so  much  in  love  with  it, 
that  they  cannot  be  reconciled  to  that  self-denial  and 
holiness  of  heart  and  life  which  the  word  of  God  re- 
quires. They  are  so  inured  to  their  chains,  they  do  not 
wish  to  be  free  :  they  can  even  glory  in  their  shame. 
But,  O  3'e  servants  of  sin,  let  me  entreat  you  to  think 
upon  your  ways,  and  whither  they  lead.  Tliink  of 
the  holiness  of  God  and  his  tremendous  majesty: 
recollect  the  terrors  in  which  he  appeared  when  he 
published  his  Law;  and  then  think  where  shall  the 
sinner  and  the  ungodly  appear,  when  he  shall  come 
again  in  more  ^^  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,"  and  therefore  neither  fear  nor 
love  him,  **  and  that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  But  you  say,  "you  mean  no 
harm  to  any  one ;  you  have  no  ill  design ;  your 
hearts  are  good ;  you  only  follow  the  course  of  the 
present  world,  and  do  as  others  do."  Yes,  my 
brethren,  you  wrong  the  eternal  God,  your  Creator, 
of  that  debt  of  honour  and  grateful  obedience  which 
is  his  due.  You  trample  on  his  high  authority ;  and 
in  so  doing,  you  arm  his  omnipotence  with  dreadful 
terrors  against  you.  But  your  evil  heart  suggests 
again;  "  God  is  merciful,  and  will  not  be  strict  to 
mark  our  iniquities."  Yes;  he  is  indeed  rich  in 
mercy,  or  he  would  not  have  endured  your  provocft'* 


tions  so  long.  You  would  not,  after  so  long  resist- 
ance, see  his  hand  stretched  out  still  in  tender  expos- 
tulation ;  nor  hear  one  offer  more  from  his  gracious 
lips.  Those 'who  look  unto  him,  that  they  might  be 
saved,  will  ever  find  him  *  morciful  God.  But  re- 
member, he  has  said,  he  *'  will  by  no  means  clear 
the"  impenitent  "  gufilty;*'  but  if  any  one  "  shall 
bless  himself -in  his  own  heart,  saying,  I  shall  have 
peace,  though  I  walk  ki  the  imagination  of  my  heart, 
and  add  drunkenness  to  thirst,  the  Lord  will  not 
spare  him;  but  then  the  anger  of  the  Lord  and  his 
jealousy  shall  smdke  against  that  man,  and  all  the 
curses  that  are  written  in  this  book  shall  lie  upon 
him,  and  the  Lord  shaH  blot  out  his  name  from 
tinder  heaven."  **  He  will  whet  his  glittering  sword, 
and  his  hand  will  take  hold  on  judgment,  and  he 
will  render  vengeance  to  his  enemies,  and  will  reward 
them  that  hate  him.  He  will  render  indicrnation  and 
wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish,  unto  every  soul  of 
man  that  doth  evil,"  and  "  turneth  away  from  him 
that  speaketh  from  heaven."  And  tell  me,  sinner, 
amidst  all  your  pleas  and  excuses  for  sin,  have  you 
not  a  monitor  within  your  own  breast,  that  in  some 
serious  moments  solemrfly  warns  you,  that  "  the  end 
of  these  things  is  death?"  And  after  all  your  labour 
to  still  his  voice,  are  you  not  a  living  witness  of  this 
serious  truth,  "  There  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked  ;* 
and  yet,  will  you  darethe  event?  Will  you  be  obe- 
*dient  to  every  lust,  though  death  and  hell  attend 
jtvevy  step  you  take ;  and  be  deaf  to  that  voice  from 
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tiieir  time,  and  employ  all  the  ardour  of  thieir  souTl' 
**  We  have  no  time  for  the  duties  of  religion,"  is 
their  cry;  but  the  truth  is,  they  have  no  heart  fo» 
thetn.  The  Lord  Jesus  does  not  require  you  to 
iteglect  tibe  btiskiess'  of  your  lawful  calling  in  the 
world ;  but  "  therein  abide/'  abide  with  diligence, 
IB  his  language.  But  he  says,  ^  My  son,  give  me 
thy  heart,"  and  calls  us  to  "  seek  first,"  and  with  the 
most  earnest  solicitude,  'Hhe  kingdom  of  God^  and 
the  righteousness  thereof."  And,  O  Sirs  !  the  time 
will  soon  come,  when  you  will  charge  yourselves 
with  the  extremest  folly  and  madness^  and  for  ever 
lie  down  in  sorrow,  if  now,  while  tlie  flattering  world 
solicits  your  heart,  you  turn  aside  from  Him  tiiat 
proposes  to  you  a  treasure  in  heaven  that  faileth 
not.  Remember,  you  have  a  precious  soul  com^ 
ftiitted  to  your  eharge ;  and,  if  this  perish,  it  is 
hot  in  the  power  of  ten  thousand  worlds  to  repaiv 
the  loss  !  Oh  piercing  reflection,  when  opportunity 
and  when  hope  shall  be  gone — "  While  I  was  busied 
here  and  there,  dissipated  with  the  pleasures  of  the 
world,  encumbered  with  its  cares,  or  gfasping  at 
its  honours,  my  neglected  soul  perished !  **  My  bre- 
thren, it  is  not  a  mortal  perishing  body,  but  a  pre- 
cious immortal  soul,  that  so  loudly  claims  your  soli-^ 
citude ;  and  what  is  there  in  all  the  world  that  suits 
its  large  desires,  or  its  endless  duration?  Alas,  it 
toay  rove  from  creature  to  creature,  but  it  is  formed 
for  nobler  employments  than  earth  can  aflford :  it 
must  exist,  in  everlasting  felicity  or  woe,  when  all  tbn 


SERMONS.  167 

glory  of  the  world  shall  be  passed  away.  And  why 
then  should  you  turn  away  from  Him  who  hath  the 
words  of  eternal  life  ? 

4.  Multitudes  refuse  Him  that  speaketh  from  hea-^ 
ven,  through  a  fond  but  false  conceit  of  their  own 
uprightness  and  sufficiency. 

There  are  many,  who  have  indeed  little  to  boast 
of  their  moral  obedience;  nay,  and  who  live  in  the 
known  and  allowed  practice  of  sin,  and  yet  are  bold 
enough  to  justify  themselves.  They  have  some  good 
deeds  to  boast  of;  and  if  they  be  reminded  of  their 
open  violatioas  of  the  Divine  Law  in  other  respects, 
they  will  cry,  "  We  have  no  bad  design  in  what  we 
do :  our  hearts  are  good ;  God  knows  it."  Thus  the 
vaunting  Pharisee,  whom  it  would  have  better  become 
to  have  approached  the  Divine  presence  with  a  pe- 
Ditent  heart,  and  with  trembling  steps,  pushed  for- 
ward with  his  ^'  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not 
as  other  men."  Others  go  further :  they  have 
professed  obedience  to  Christ;  they  have  done 
many  things  in  the  practice  of  Christianity;  but 
tljey  have  never  accepted  the  Gospel-offer,  of  "  re- 
demption through  his  blood."  They  have  never, 
from  a  conviction  of  their  own  lost  and  helpless  state, 
fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before 
them.  They  have  been  awakened  to  some  concern 
about  their  souls:  their  convictions  have  been  attend- 
ed with  some  reformation;  but  they  have  not  received 
Christ  as  he  is  offered  in  the  Gospel.  Their  awaken* 
ed  souls  hovering  about  the  covenant  of  works,  by 
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a  natural  bias,  have  been  eagerly  inquiring,  *^  What 
shall  we  do,  that  Me  might  work  the  works  of  God?" 
But  they  have  never  cordially  assented  to  that  me- 
thod of  salvation  which  the  Gospel  proposes :  they 
have  never  known  the  joyful  sound,  because  they 
have  never  known  themselves  to  be  absolutely  un- 
done, without  strength,  and  ready  to  perish.  But, 
my  dear  friends,  all  you  do  in  religion  without  this 
can  be  of  no  avail  as  to  your  acceptance  with  God. 
And  whatever  you  profess,  you  are  not  the  friemb; 
but  the  enemies  of  Christ,  till  you  submit  to  him  as 
a  Saviour,  and  let  him  wear  the  crown  of  salvatioa. 
Believe  it.  Sirs,  he  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another. 
He  is  constituted  of  the  FalfaeF,  he  is  adored  of  alL 
the  saints,  not  as  *'  the  Lord  our  Sovereign"  only, 
but  as  "  the  Lord  our  Righteousness."  There  is 
not  a  saint  in  heaven  but  joyfully  unites  in  that  song,. 
**  Worthy  is  the  Lamb,  for  he  was  slain,  and  hath 
fedeemed  us!"  And  indeed^  **^ there  is  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven,  amongst  men,  by  which 
we  must'*  or  can  **  be  saved."  Salvation  through  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  is  the  distinguishing  eharacteristie 
of  the  Gospel :  it  is  this  that  exalts  it  above  every 
other  religious  system,  as  most  worthy  of  God,  as 
most  admired  of  angels,  and  most  suitable  and  de* 
lightful  to  man.  On  this  account,  it  is  ^^  good  tid- 
ings of  great  joy  :"  it  is  "  worthy  of  all  accepta- 
tion." And  while  multitudes  see  no  form  or  come* 
liness  in  him,  a  crucified  Saviour,  proposed  in  the 
Gospel  to  the  broken-hearted  humbled  sinner,  is  as 
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"  a  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempest ;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  and 
as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land." 
The  troubled  soul  here  finds  rest:    his    heart    is 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,   by  the  blood  of 
Jesus :   his  offended  God   appears  his  reconciled 
Friend,  and  all  his  glorious  perfections  assume  the 
aspect  of  peace.     Now  the  songs  of  salvation  are 
in  his  tabernacle ;  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in 
his  heart ;  and  he  sits  at  his  Redeemer's  feet,  trans- 
ported with  wonder  and  joy,    and  exulting  in  his 
precious   salvation.      Oh,  how  truly,  how  greatly 
blessed  are  they,   who  thus  know  the  joyful  sound ! 
But  it  is  awful  to  think,  how  many  under  the  profes- 
sion of  Christianity  reject  Christ,  and  set  up  their 
own  works  in  opposition  to  that  infinitely  glorious 
righteousness  which  the  Gospel  exhibits.     It  is  the 
peculiar  discovery  of  the  Gospel,  but  it  is  no  article 
of  their  faith,  that  Christ  ^*  was  made  sin  for  us, 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
him."     God  •*  hath  set  him  forth,"  and  proposed 
him   to   our   acceptance,    "  to  be   a   propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,    to  declare  his   righte- 
ousness for  the  remission  of  sins ;"  but  they  "  hide 
as  it  were  their  faces  from  him."     He  is  ''  chosen 
of  God  and  precious,"  but  "  despised  and  reject- 
ed of  men."     But,  my  brethren,  if  you  refuse  the 
righteousness  of  our  dear  Immanuel,  wherewithal 
will  you  come  before  the  Lord,  or  how  will  you 
endure  when  he  shall  contend   with   you?    Will 


170  bowden's  remain^. 

the  garment  you  are  providing  secure  your  accept*^ 
ance  with  a  God  "glorious  in  holiness?"  Will  the 
Babel  you  admire   stand    against  the   thunder    of 
that  word,  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth 
not  in  all    things  which  are  written   in  the  book 
of  the  Law  to  do  them?"  Alas!  it  is  but  the  hope 
of  the  hypocrite:    it  is  but  the   spider's  web    op- 
posed to  desolating  tempests.     O  what  a  day  will 
that  be  to   professing  multitudes,  when  the  over- 
flowing scourge  shall  pass  through,  when  the  hail 
shall    sweep    away    the   refuge    of  lies,   and    the 
waters  shall  overflow  the  hiding  places,   and    the 
loftiest  mountains  of  creature-confidence  shall  con- 
fess, "  Salvation  is  not  in  us!"     O  what  confusion^ 
what  shame,  what  wild  despair,  when  the  dreadful 
mistake  shall  be  discovered,  and  can  never,  never  be 
rectified !     But  there  is  a   hope  that  maketh  not 
ashamed:    there  is   a  voice  which    proclaims    the 
most  charming  tidings  from  Heaven,  "  Behold,  I  lay 
in  Sion  for  a  foundation  a  Stone,  a  precious  Comer- 
stone,  a  sure  Foundation:  he  that  belie veth  shall  not 
make  haste."    Isa.   xxviii.  16.      He  stands  secure 
upon  a  rock  :  he  shall  enjoy  sweet  and  undisturbed 
repose  and  heavenly  joy,  amidst  surrounding  deso- 
lations :  "  he  shall  not  be  ashamed  or  confounded 
world  without  end." 

May  this,  my  dear  hearers,  be  your  happiness 
and  mine !  Let  me  entreat  you  to  remember,  it  15 
not  enough  that  we  do  many  things  in  religion  :  our 
professions  may  be  fair,  our  duties  may  be  multi*- 
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plied ;  but  we  are  not  secure  from  the  sword  of  the 
destroying  angel,  unless  our  heai^ts  are  sprinkled  with 
atoning  blood.  When  we  build  for  eternity,  it  be- 
hoves us  to  look  well  to  the  foundation.  An  error 
here  may  prove  fatal ;  and  after  we  have  thought 
our  heaven  secure,  we  may  find  our  claim  rejected, 
and  the  door  everlastingly  shut.  This  was  Israel's 
error,  and  it  proved  fatal,  Rom.  ix.  31,  32.:  "  But 
Israel  which  followed  after  the  law  of  righteousness,** 
and  sought  justification  before  God,  "  have  not 
attained  to  the  law  of  righteousness :  wherefore  ? 
Because  they  sought  it  not  by  faith,  but  as  it  were 
by  the  works  of  the  Law/*  "  I  bear  them  record" 
(adds  the  Apostle,  chap.  x.  2,  3),  that  "  they  have 
a  zeal  of  God,  but  not  according  to  knowledge :  for 
they,  being  ignorant  of  God's  righteousness,  and 
going  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness, 
have  not  submitted  themselves  to  the  righteous- 
ness of  God."  This  dreadful  mistake  of  Israel 
is  recorded  for  your  w^aming,  that  you  may  shun 
the  fatal  rock,  and  escape  the  everlasting  condemna- 
tion of  those,  who,  from  a  proud  conceit  of  their  own 
sufficiency,  "  turn  away  from  Him  that  speaketh 
from  heaven." 

5.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  plea  Mhich  some 
others  offer  :  they  have  such  apprehensions  of  their 
wretched  and  sinful  state,  that  they  cannot  think 
the  voice  of  Christ  in  the  Gospel  is  addressed  to 
them,  or  that  there  is  salvation  even  in  Christ  for 
dinners,  vile  as  they  are :    and  perhaps,   they  are 
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sometimes  ready  tx)  adopt  the  language  of  those 
sinners  in  Sion  we  read  of,  Jer.  xviii.  12,  who  said, 
**  There  is  no  hope,  but  we  will  walk  after  our  own 
devices,  and  we  will  every  one  do  the  imagina- 
.tions  of  his  evil  heart." 

But  why  these  desponding  fears  ?  Is  there  indeed 
no  hope,  while  Jesus  with  so  much  affectionate  iai^ 
portunity  stands  and  cries,  "  If  any  man  thirst,  let 
him  come  to  roe  and  drink  ?  "  Say,  desponding  soul, 
has  he  made  any  exception  in  the  gracious  offer  ? 
Rather,  is  it  not  comprised  in  the  most  general  and 
extensive  terms,  with  the  obvious  design  to  compre- 
hend every  description  of  men,  and  sinners  of 
every  degree  of  iniquity?  Nay,  and  that  every 
insinuation  of  a  malicious  enemy  or  an  unbelieving 
heart  may  be  precluded,  the  meanest  and  the  vilest, 
"  the  poor,  the  blind,  the  halt,  and  the  maimed/* 
are  particularly  named  in  the  invitation.  Can  you 
question  the  Saviour's  ability  to  help  you?  Hear  his 
own  words :  **  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved, 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there 
is  none  else."  And  can  any  thing  be  too  hard  for 
the  Lord  ?  Can  your  guilt,  though  black  as  hell, 
exceed  a  Divine  Atonement  ?  Can  the  vices  of  your 
mind,  deep  rooted  as  they  are,  witlistand  the  power 
of  that  God  who  is  able  to  subdue  even  all  things 
to  himself? 

But  your  desponding  heart  may  suggest ;  "  This 
may  be  true,  yet  my  sins  surpass  the  utmost  displays 
of  saving  grace  :  many  great  sinners  have  been  par- 
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doned  and  saved,  but  my  crimes  are  of  a  still  deeper 
die,  and  in  aggravation  exceed  all  parallel.'*    ^\liat, 
my  friend,  will  it  afford  you  no  relief,  when  you  see 
a  Magdalen  out  of  whom  were  cast  seven  devils, 
in   weeping    penitence,     at   her  Saviour's  feet? — 
when  you  see  the  very  murderers  of  our  Lord,  at 
Jerusalem,  triumphing  in  salvation  through  the  effi- 
cacy of  that  very  blood  their  own  wicked  hands  had 
shed  ! — when  you  hear  a  Paul  with  wonder  and  joy 
declaring,  ^^  I  was  a  persecutor,  a  blasphemer,  and 
injurious,  but  1  obtained  mercy ! " — and   when  you 
hear  him,  after  enumerating  to  the  Corinthians  a  list 
of  the  very  vilest  of  characters,  reminding  them, 
**  such  were  some  of  you,  but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye 
are  sanctified,  but  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and   by  the  Spirit  of  our  God." 
(1  Cor.  vi.  11.)     Oh  sinner!  you  need  not  despair 
while  such  records  of  saving  grace  as  these    re- 
main in  your  Bible.      Still  the  mighty  Redeemer 
has  been  going  on  conquering  and  to  conquer.     In 
every  age,  new  trophies  have  been  erected  of  his 
victorious  power,  and  they  proclaim  him  '^  mighty 
to  save,"  ^'  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  all  that 
come  unto  God  by  him." 

6.  But  methinks  I  hear  another  sav,  '^  I  have 
often  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  inviting  calls  of 
Christ,  and  liave  formed  many  a  resolution  to  give 
my  heart  to  him;  but,  alas!  my  corruptions  ever 
prevail  against  my  purposes,  and  I  am  still  enslaved."^ 
Shall  I  ask,   are  you  sincerely  willing  to  be  the 
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Lord's?  Do  you  wish  to  change  mastei's?  Is  silk 
your  burden?  Do  you  groan  for  deliverance?  It 
may  be,  after  all  you  profess,  you  are  still  Satan's 
willing  vassal,  and  never  more  happy  than  when  you 
are  most  eagerly  ful611ing  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and 
of  the  mind.  If  it  be  so,  the  uneasiness  you  fe^ 
arises  only  from  the  remorse  of  conscience  which 
in  some  serious  moments  remonstrates  with  faithful* 
ness,  and  embitters  your  dear-bought  joys. 

But  if  otherwise,  if  you  wish  for  nothing  more 
than  to  be  made  free  indeed,  and  long  for  deliver- 
ance from  the  dominion,  as  well  as  the  coadem- 
nation,  of  sin;  if  there  be  no  favourite  lust  that  you 
are  not  willing  to  deliver  up  to  the  sword  of  the  con- 
queror; if  you  have  no  secret  exceptions  to  the 
conditions  of  surrender,  but  are  willing  to  subscribe 
to  them  all ;  then  you  have  no  reason  to  despair, 
*'  Only  believe,  and  you  shall  see  the  salvation  of 
God."  Jesus,  the  mighty  Redeemer,  comes  "  te 
preach  deliverance  to  the  captives."  The  doctrine 
of  the  cross  is  the  mighty  instrument  by  which 
he  dispossesses  the  strong  noan  armed,  and  breaks 
down  the  strong  holds  of  iniquity.  Present  your- 
self before  it ;  behold  the  cross  of  a  bleeding,  dying 
Saviour;  there  especially,  sin  appears  exceeding 
sinful :  his  griefs  and  tears,  his  wounds  and  grdana, 
his  bloody  sweat  and  inexpressible  agony,  all  declare 
the  hatefulness  of  that  monster  you  have  harboured  in 
your  breast ;  as  well  as  the  terrors  of  thatinflexible 
justice  which  you  have  thereby  provoked.   And  with 
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these  solemn  scenes  before  you,  can  you  still,  by  al* 
lowed  sin,  crucify  the  Son  of  God  afresh,  and  repay 
that  love,  which  is  the  wonder  of  heaven,  with  re- 
newed insults  and  griefs  ?  I  would  hope  you  tremble 
at  the  thought  With  these  objects  in  sight,  fall  at 
the  feet  of  the  bleeding  but  conquering  Redeemer^ 
crying,  "  Lord  help  me ! "  "  Shew  me  thy  mercy,  and 
grant  me  thy  salvation/'  "Create  in  me  a  clean  hearty 
O  God,  and  renew  a  ri^t  spirit  within  me/'  Lie 
as  a  humbled,  broken-hearted,  self-condemned 
rebel  before  him,  casting  yourself  on  his  mercy, 
his  free  unmerited  mercy,  as  your  only  plea,  your 
only  hope ;  and  remember  for  your  encouragement, 
that  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  he  never  sent  away 
a  humble  petitioner  without  his  errand,  but  "he 
healed  them  all/' 

I  might  instance  many  other  pleas  which  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief  makes  use  of  to  justify  its  neglect 
of  the  great  salvation. 

In  the  concerns  of  this  world,  men  will  for^o 
present  ease  and  enjoyment,  and  embark  in  very 
difficult  and  even  dangerous  enterprizes^  and  sufier 
the  greatest  hardships  and  fatigue,  in  hope  of  at- 
taining a  great,  though  distant,  good.  But  when  the 
Captain  of  salvation  holds  forth  the  crown  of  un- 
fading glory,  and  cries,  ''  Follow  me,"  how  few 
obey  the  summons !  '^  If  we  follow  Christ,''  many 
in  their  hearts  say,  ''  we  must  renounce  the  plea* 
sures  we  dearly  love ;  we  must  bid  adieu  to  those 
sensual  delights  and  scenes  of  riotous  mirth  which 
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are  the  life  of  society  ;  we  must  exchange  our  gay 
amusements  for  the  unsociable  manners  of  the  se- 
rious and  the  precise,  and  expect  to  be  derided  for 
our  singularity  and  sanctity."  But  where,  my  bre- 
thren, have  you  ever  learnt,  that  the  great  Author  of 
our  religion  has  forbidden  any  pleasures  but  sudh 
as  are  injurious  to  your  highest  interest?  And  tn^this 
he  surely  acts  a  friendly  part.  Why  miist  re- 
ligion be  considered  as  unfavourable  to  .  cheerful 
o«|)joyment  in  the  present  life?  If  intellectual  pl^- 
sures  are  real,  and  men  of  science  find  delight  in 
investigatiiig  the  beauties  and  wonders  of  nature, 
why  should  iior  a  soul  that  is  taught  of'God,  find 
richer  entertainment  in  contemplating  the  grand 
system  of  Gospel  truth,  and  "  account  all  things 
but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  Jtsith  obr  Lord  r"  If  the  indulgence  of  vile  af- 
fections and  lusts  afibrds  a  sensual  delight,  shall  it 
be  thought  strange,  that  a  much  nobler  satisfaction 
should  arise  from  the  exercise  of  divine  and  holy 
tempers?  If  there  be  a  dreadful  tribunal  before 
which  we  must  all  appear,  and  if  our  everlasting 
state  of  happiness  or  woe  must  be  there  determined, 
according  to  the  things  done  in  the  body,  must  not 
an  accusing  conscience  embitter  all  the  joys  of 
life,  and  can  we  too  highly  prize  the  approving 
testimony  of  our  own  breast?  If  there' be  a  reality 
in  those  exalted  privileges  which  the  Bible  assigns  to 
the  people  of  God  ;  if  there  be  "no  condemnation  to 
tbefm  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus ;"  if  they  are  brought 
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youthful  days  in  pleasure,  or  his  worldly  business 
is  now  particularly  urgent,  and  some  circumstances 
in  a  future  period  of  life  will  be  more  favourable 
to  the  practice  of  religion  ;  while  at  the  same  time, 
the  Judge  standeth  at  the  door,  and  every  day  will 
increase  the  heavy  load  of  his  guilt,  confirm  the 
hardness  of  his  heart,  and  render  his  real  conver- 
sion to  God  more  difficult  and  more  doubtful. 

These,  and  many  more,  are  tlie  occasions  of  that 
direct  opposition  or  cold  neglect  with  which  the 
adorable  and  the  compassionate  Saviour  is  treated 
by  multitudes. 

fiut  I  mu^  repeat,  and  O  that  men  would  hear 
the  solemn  warning  in  our  text !  **  For  if  they  cis- 
caped  not  who  refused  him  that  spake  on  earth, 
much  more  shall  not  we  escape  if  we  turn  away  from 
Him  that  speaketh  from  hciavcn/* 
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fSee  that  ye  refuse  not  Him  that  speaketh  ;  for  if" 
they  escaped  not  who  refused  him  that  spake  on 
earthy  much  more  shall  not  zve  escape  if  we  turn 
away  from  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven. 

(TH1R0SBRMON  FROM  TlTE  TEXT.> 

X  HE  observation  which  we  now  proceed  to  consir 
der,  isy — III.  That  to  refuse  Him  that  speaketh  from 
heaven,  is  to  expose  ourselves  to  the  most  certain 
and  dreadful  vengeance  :  "  For  if  they  escaped  not 
who  refused  him  that  spake  on  earth,  much  more 
shall  not  we  escape  if  we  turn  away  from  Him  that 
speaketh  from  heaven." 

We  are  told,  they  escaped  not  who  refused  hiro 
that  spake  on  earth.  This  remark  the  Apostle  had 
before  made  more  than  once  in  this  same  Epistle. 
Heb,  ii.  2.  **  The  word  spoken  by  angels  was  sted- 
fast,  and  every  transgression  and  disobedience  re- 
ceived a  just  recompence  of  reward."  chap.  x.  38. 
"  He  that  despised  Moses'  law  died  without  mercy, 
under  two  or  three  witnesses."  Give  me  leave  to 
refer  you  to  a  few  passages  in  the  Mosaic  Law  to  this 


SXRHOKS.    *  181 

purpose.  It  may  serve  to  impress  our  minds  with  a 
sacred  reverence,  a  godly  fear  of  the  great  Lawgiver. 
The  eternal  God  himself  undertook,  in  the  character 
of  a  King  in  Israel,  not  only  to  enact,  but  to  enforce 
his  own  precepts,  and  secure  the  execution  of  his 
own  threatening.  One  of  his  grand  statute  laws  is 
that  which  enjoins  the  worship  of  himself  alone,  as 
the  only  living  and  true  God.  This  was  attended 
with  an  awful  sanction,  Deut  xvii.  2 — 6.  "  If  there 
be  found  among  you,  in  any  of  thy  gates  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  ^iveth  thee,  man  or  woman  that  bath 
wrought  wickedness  in  tte  sight  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  transgressing  his  covenant,  and  hath  gone 
and  served  other  gods  and  worshipped  them . . .  thea 
thou  shalt  bring  forth  that  man,  or  that  n'omaOt 
which  have  committed  that  wicked  thing,  unto  thy 
gates,  and  shalt  «tone  tiiem  with  stones,  till  they  die. 
At  the  mouth  of  two  witnesses  or  three  witnesses, 
«haU  he  that  is  worthy  of  death  be  put  to  death.'* 

And  how  soon  did  there  follow  a  dreadful  execu- 
tion of  this  threatened  vengeance.  The  Israelites, 
^n'hile  yet  at  the  foot  of  Sinai,  made  them  a  molten 
calf,  and  worshipped  it.  *^'  Now,  therefore,  let  me 
alone  "  (said  the  Lord  to  praying  Moses,  Ex.  xxxii. 
JO),  ^'  that  my  wrath  may  wax  hot  against  tbem, 
and  that  I  may  destroy  them.''  The  sons  of  Levi, 
as  the  executioners  of  the  Divine  vengeance,  were 
commanded  to  slay  from  gate  to  gate  tliroughout 
the  camp  :  '^  and  the  Lord  plagued  the  people." 
After  this^    Israel,    seduced   by  the   daughters  of 
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Moaby  sacrificed  to  their  gods.  Num.  xxv.  3,  4. 
"  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against 
Israel,  and  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Take  all  the 
beads  of  the  people,  and  hang  them  up  before  the 
Lord,  against  the  sun,  that  the  fierce  anger  of  the 
Lord  may  be  turned  away  from  Israel," 

Another  of  God's  sacred  precepts  given  at  Sinai 
is,  "  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  in  vain ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him 
guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain.'*     He  shall 
certainly  be    punished ;    but  the    particular    kind 
of  punishment  he  should  suffer  was  not  yet  deter- 
mined.   An  occasion,  however,  soon  offijred,  and  the 
great  Lawgiver  appointed  the  penalty:   Lev.  xxiv. 
10,  &c. :  '*  The  son  of  an  Israelitish  woman,  whose 
father  was  an  Egyptian,  went  out  among  the  chil- 
dren  of  Israel,  and  this  son  of  an  Israelitish  woman, 
and  a  man  of  Israel  strove  together  in  the  camp; 
and  the  Israelitish  woman's   son   blasphemed  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  cui*sed:  and  they  brought 
him  unto  Moses :  and  they  put  him  in  ward«  that 
the  mind  of  the  Lord  might  be  shewed  them.    And 
the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,   saying.  Bring  forth 
him  that  hath  cursed  without  the  camp;   and  let 
all  that  heard  him  lay  their  hands  upon  his  head, 
and  let  all  the  congregation  stone  him."     Such  was 
the    severity  with  which  God,  as  King  in  Israel, 
punished  the  sin  of  blaspheming  the  name  of  the 
Lord   and   cursing*      Perhaps  the  criminal  might 
)mve  pleadedr-^The  words  he  spoke  were  vorda  t>f 


S£RMONS.  183 

course,  aiid  he  meant  no  harm — or  it  was  his  first 
offence — or.  he  was  provoked  to  passion  by  his  an- 
tagonist, and  these  unguarded  words  fell  from  hina 
when  he  had  lost  the  possession  of  himself;  but  no 
plea  is  admitted  ;  ''God  will  not  hold  him  guiltless 
that  taketh  his  Name  in  vain." 

Another  of  those  sacred  laws  enjoms  the  religious 
observation  of  the  Sabbath.  This  was  awfully  en- 
forced, Ex.  xxxi.  14:  '*  Ye  shall  keep  the  Sabbath, 
therefore ;  for  it  is  holy  unto  you  :  every  one  that 
<lefileth  it  shall  surely  be  put  to  death  :  whosoever 
doeth  any  work  therein,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from 
'Umong  his  people."  And  an  awful  instance  is  given 
us,  wherein  this  threatening  was  executed :  Num. 
XV.  3^,  &c. :  '*  And  while  the  children  of  Israel  were 
in  the  Wildertiess,  they  found  a  man  that  gathered 
sticks  upon  the  Sabbath-day ;  and  they  that  found 
him  brought  him  unto  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  unto 
all  the  congregation  ;  and  they  put  him  in  ward,  be- 
cause it  was  not  declared  what  should  be  done  unto 
him."  Perhaps,  though  the  threatening  denounced 
against  the  Sabbath-breaker  was  express,  yet  Moses, 
observing  some  things  in  this  case  wliich  seemed  to 
palliate  the  guilt,  was  in  doubt  how  to  proceed. 
But  it  seems  it  was  a  wilful  and  presumptuous  sin. 
"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  The  man  shall  be 
fiurely  put  to  death :  all  the  congi^gation  shall  stone 
him  with  stones  without  the  camp.  And  all  the  con- 
gregation brought  him  without  the  camp,  and  stoned 
him  with  stones,  and  he  died  ^  <is  ihe  Lord  com- 
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madded  Moses."  Such  was  the  severity  of  the  Law 
given  by  Moses;  and  in  this  awful  manner  was 
obedience  to  its  precepts  enforced.  The  like  seve- 
rity we  might  trace  with  respect  to  the  commands  of 
the  Second  Table.     But  this  will  suffice. 

Two  inferences  naturally  rise  out  of  this  subject. 
The  first  is  this : — 

If  God  enacted  these  and  other  laws  of  nature, 
which  are  of  universal  and  perpetual  obligation,  as 
the  grand  institutions  of  His  peculiar  government  in 
Israel ;  and  if  he  was  so  severe  in  enforcing  the 
pbedience  of  his  own  chosen  people  to  them ;  then 
it  is  the  highest  presumption  to  think,  that,  as  Judge 
of  the  whole  earth,  he  will  be  less  severe  in  punishing 
the  disobedience  of  mankind  at  large  :  and  therefore, 
however  the  idolater,  the  prophane  swearer,  the 
Sabbath-breaker,  and  other  transgressors  of  his 
holy  .Law,  may  escape  punishment  from  men,  yet 
God  will  not  suffer  them  to  escape  his  righteous  and 
tremendous  judgment.  The  other  inference  is  that 
in  our  text : — 

"  If  they  escaped  not"  the  severest  punishment 
*^  who  refused  him  that  spake  on  earth,"  and  trans- 
gressed that  Law  which  was  given  by  the  mediation 
of  Moses,  "  much  more  shall  not  we  escape  if  we 
turn  away  from  Him,"  from  the  adorable  Mediator 
of  the  new  covenant;  who,  having  satisfied  the  Law 
on  earth,  now  ■*  speaketh  from  heaven,"  the  throne 
of  his  glory,  and  makes  the  kindest  overtures  of 
•alvation  through  his  blood,  to  penitent,  believing 
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sinners.  My  brethren,  we  are  not  to  think,  tliat  God 
has  ceased  to  be  holy  and  just ;  that  he  will  connive 
^t  sin,  or  clear  the  impenitent  guilty';  because  he 
makes  all  his  goodness  to  pass  before  us  in  the 
Gospel,  and  so  sweetly  proclaims  mercy,  through 
Christ,  to  returning  sinners.  No :  if  the  Gospd 
be  despised,  the  only  Saviour  is  rejected ;  and  where 
shall  we  find  a  hiding  place  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
anger?  Even  his  own  people  must  "  serve  him 
with  reverence  and  godly  fear ;  for  our  God  is  a 
consuming  fire."  And  shall  the  despisers  of  hit 
grace  find  him  less  holy  and  just,  less  jealous  and 
severe  against  sin?  No :  but  they  will  find  they  have 
provoked  a  dreadful  God^  and  kindled  his  wrath 
into  the  hottest  flames« 

These,  Sirs,  are  not  words  of  course,  but  of  the 
most  serious  concernment  Bear  with  me  a  little 
while,  and  I  will  shew  you  the  reasonableness  of  this 
conclusion,  and  offer  you  a  manifest,  a  living,  and  an 
aw  ful  example  of  the  truth  of  it. 

1.  As  to  the  reasonableness  of  this  conclusion :  The 
argumentof  the  Apostle  carries,  indeed,  its  own  light 
and  evidence  with  it :  "  For  if  they  escaped  not 
who  refused  him  that  spake  on  earth,  much  more 
shall  not  we  escape,  if  we  turn  away  from  Him  that 
speaketh  from  heaven.'* 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that,  though  the  Gospel 
is  a  dispensation  of  theiichest  grace,  yet  it  reveals 
no  design  of  God  to  save  men  who  continue  in  sin 
and  unbelief.    No :  but  the  nature  of  God  and  thp 
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Law  of  God  are  still  in  as  direct  an  opposition 
«in  as  ever.     The  only  remedy  is  the  Cross  of  Christ  ^ 
—there  is  salvation  in  no  other ;  and  if  that  be  ne— 
glectedy  "  there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin^ 
but  a  certain  fearful   looking-for  of  judgment  and 
£ery  indignation.'' 

Again : — If  transgressions  against  the  Law  given 
hy  the  mediation   and  ministry    of    Moses    were 
punished  \nth  so  much  severity,  let  us  remember  ' 
ja  greater  than  Moses  is  here :  greater  authority  is 
resisted,  and  greater  guilt  incurred. 

But  that  which   is  the  special  aggravation  of  sin 
against  the  Gospel  is,  that  it  is  the  abuse  of  rich  ^ 
and  most  glorious  grace.     This  is  what  the  Apostle  ^ 
dwells  upon,   Heb.  ii.  3  :    *'  If  the  word  spoken  by  " 
atigels  was  stedfast,"  &c.  "  how  shall  we  escape  i 
^e  neglect  so  great  salvation,  which  at  the  first  began 
to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,''  &:c.  ch.x.  29.  **  He  that 
despised  Moses'  Law  died  without  mercy,"  &c.:  "of" 
how  much  sorer  punishment,  suppose  ye,  shall  he  be 
thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  tlie 
Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the 
covenant   wherewith  he  was  sanctified   an  unholy 
thing,  and   hath  done  despite   unto   the  Spirit  of 
Grace?" 

In  the  Gospel,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  appears  a 
friend  indeed,  who  has  not  pleaded  only  but  died 
for  sinners;  who  redeem^^ns^  not  with  corruptible 
things  as  silver  and  gold,  but  with  his  own  most  pre- 
^ous  blood.     With  gannents  rolled  in  blood,   be 
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comes  to  '^  draw  all  men  after  him."  His  wounds^ 
his  groans,  his  unutterable  agonies,  plead  with  us  io, 
£uch  a  manner  as  might  be  expected  to  impress  the 
hardest  heart,  and  make  us  all  bow  with  willing 
minds  to  his  sceptre  and  his  grace.  What 
then  does  that  unbelief  deserve,  what  fiery  ven- 
geance, that  turns  away  from  Him  that  speak- 
eth  from  heaven  ;  that  despises  the  blessings  of  his 
purchase,  and  tramples  under  foot  the  Son  of  God! 
What  daring  impiety,  what  vile  ingratitude,  what 
extreme  folly  and  madness!  This  is  indeed  the 
condemnation :  it  is  the  highest  aggravation  of  guilt, 
and  will  prove  the  bitterest  ingredient  in  the  cup  of 
wrath. 

But  I  proposed  to  offer — 

2.  A  manifest,  an  awful,  and  a  living  example 
of  the  truth  and  certainty  of  this  conclusion. 
It  is  that  of  the  unbelieving  Jews.  In  a  solemn 
manner  God  declared  to  Moses,  Deut  xviii.  18,  19. 
**  I  will  raise  them  up  a  Prophet  from  among  their 
brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put  my  words  in 
his  mouth,  and  he  shall  speak  unto  them  ail  that 
I  shall  command  him ;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass 
that  whosoever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words 
which  he  shall  speak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  it 
of  him."  The  Apostle  Peter  refers  to  this  prophecy, 
and  applies  it  to  Chrbt,  Acts  iii.  SS,  and  gives  the 
dreadful  imiport  of  the  threatenbg  in  more  explicit 
language:  **  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  soul 
which  will  not  bear  that  Prophet  shall  be  ^kalrojed 
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from  among  the  people."  And  in  how  fearful  a 
manner  has  this  threatening  been  executed  upon  the 
Jews!  They  rejected  the  counsel  of  God  against 
themselves;  they  resisted  the 'fullest  evidences  of 
the  Saviour's  mission  ;  '  they  spurned  at  his  offered 
grace ;  they  hardened  their  hearts  against  his  ten- 
derest  expostulations ;  they  **  crucified  the  Lord  of 
Glory."  And  how  soon  afterwards  did  the  fearful 
judgments  of  God  overtake  them!  Their  unbelief  and 
scornful  rejecting  of  Christ  brought  upon  them  that 
destruction  which  had  been  threatened  ages  before, 
and  which  our  Lord  foretold  in  ail  its  various  signs 
and  circumstances.  The  believing  few  of  the  Jews, 
who  hearkened  to  his  counsel,  were  saved  from  tlic 
general  ruin,  like  brands  plucked  out  of  the  fire ; 
but  what  scenes  of  desolation  and  calamity  followed 
upon  the  general  body  of  the  nation,  now  abandoned 
of  God !  What  unexampled  miseries  were  endured  ? 
What  prodigious  multitudes  were  destroyed  by  famine 
or  sword,  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by  the 
Romans!  Well  did  our  Lord  declare,  in  the  par- 
feet  foreknowledge  of  all,  "  Then  shall  be  great  tri- 
bulation, such  as  was  not  since  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  time,  no,  nor  ever  shall  be/'  Matt, 
xxiv.  21.  And  for  the  same  unbelief,  and  contempt 
of  Christ,  .they  have  ever  since  been  exposed  to  the 
severest  calamities.  They  are  become,  as  it  was 
foretold,  '^  an  astonishment  and  a  proverb,  and  a 
bye-word  among  all  nations."  Their  plagues  are  in^ 
deed  wonderful;  and  of  long  continuance.    That  w\ 


SERMONS.  169 

a  very  dreadful  judgment  of  God  upon  them  for  their 
idolatry  and  other  sins,  which  delivered  them  up  to  be 
carried  captive  into  Babylon  for  seventy  years ;  but 
then  they  were  not  so  awfully  left. of  God  as  now. 
They  had  Ezekiel  and  Daniel,  and  perhaps  others,  to 
prophecy  to  them,  though  in  a  strange  land.  But 
now  their  plagues  have  continued  for  more  than 
1700  years ;  nor  do  any  intimations  of  deliverance 
yet  appeal'.  And  is  their  contempt  of  Christ  the 
sin,  whose  enormous  guilt  has  drawn  down  this 
dreadful  vengeance  upon  them?  What  then  may 
we  expect,  if  after  the  brightest  displays  of  judg- 
ment and  mercy,  we  follow  in  an  obstinate  refusal 
of  Christ  and  his  precious  salvation  ? 

I  cannot,  therefore,  act  a  more  friendly  part 
than  in  leaving  with  you  a  faithful  and  affectionate 
warning  that  you  come  not  into  the  fearful  con- 
demnation of  those  who  refuse  Him  that  speaketh 
from  heaven.  With  what  earnestness  the  Apostle 
speaks  in  our  text,  like  one  who  would  fain  succeed 
in  his  errand,  would  fain  prevail  with  reluctant 
minds,  and  lead  them  to  that  Jesus  whom  he  had 
found  so  precious  to  himself.  This,  we  have  ob- 
served, is  the  business  of  a  Gospel  minister.  Much 
has  been  said  with  this  view  already:  but  M^ith 
what  effect?  Many  of  my  dear  hearers,  I  am 
cheerfully  persuaded,  have  heard  the  voice  of 
Christ  in  the  Gospel,  and  have  experimentally 
Jcnown  his  precious  salvation.  ''  They  shall  walk, 
O  Lord !  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.     In  ithy 
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Kame  shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day:  and  in  thy  rights 
eousness  shall  they  be  exalted/' 

Would  to  God  that  this  were  the  happy  case  with 
all  who  hear  me  this  day!  But,  alas  !  we  live  in  an 
age  wherein  the  prevailing  disposition  is  to  make 
light  of  these  things,  and  yet  they  are  things  where^ 
in  our  everlasting  interest  is  concerned.  (While 
the  business,  or  tlie  pleasures  of  life,  the  concerns 
of  a  few  uncertain  days,  ^ng^^  all  the  ardour  of  tfae 
soul,  the  vast  realities  of  eternity  are  almost  wholly 
overlooked.  What  multitudes  are  pursuing  the  gafy 
sc&^ies  of  worldly  joy,  or  labouring  for  aaeertaio 
riches,  while  few  aspire  after  ^^  a  fiar  more  exeeeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  Such  h  the  cour»e  of 
the  present  world  :  it  is  tbe  awful  consequence  of 
that  depravity  and  corruption  of  our  whole  nature 
which  we  derive  from  the  fall.  The  bias  of  the  soul 
is  changed ;  the  mind  and  conscience  are  defiled,  and 
reason  itself  gives  place  to  the  madness  that  reigns 
within;  insomuch  that  the  thunders  of  Sinai,  the 
threatened  vengeance  of  a  God,  or  the  inviting  calls 
of  a  dying  Saviour,  have  little  effect.  And  such 
will  be  the  case,  till  that  power  be  displayed  whicii 
makes  all  things  new ;  till  that  Jesus,  who  has  the 
key  of  David^  open  the  heart  and  procure  accept- 
ance for  his  word.  Thwi  the  thoughtless  sinner  will 
become  serious,  the  hardened  and  heaven-daring 
Tebel  will  tremble,  the  servant  of  divers  lusts  and 
idieesures  will  groau  for  liberty,  the  worldly  heart 
will  begifi  to  savonr  the  things  of  God,  and  he 
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who  prided  himself  in  the  works  of  his  own  right- 
eousness, '^  shall  cast  away  the  idols  which  he 
made  for  himself  to  worship,  to  go  into  the  clefts 
of  the  rock,  for  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for 
the  glory  of  his  majesty/'  Then  the  weapons  of 
our  warfare  shall  be  "  mighty,  through  God,  for 
the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds."  Prejudices, 
and  objections,  and  beloved  lusts,  and  hearts  of 
stone,  shall  yield  to  this  all-commanding  power. 
O  glorious  event!  "  Awake,  awake,  O  arm  of  the 
Liord  I  awake  as  in  ancient  time,  as  in  days  of  old ;  ** 
breathe  upon  the  slain,  the  dry  bones,  that  they  may 
live;  let  us  "see  thy  power  and  glory,  so  as  we  have 
seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary ; "  and  let  thy  word,  in  the 
mouth  of  a  feeble  messenger,  be  spirit  and  life! 
My  brethren,  I  stand  here  this  day  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  to  expostulate  and  reason  with  you.  The 
truest  and  most  generous  charity  constrains  me  to 
urge  the  solemn  warning  in  my  text,  "  See  that  ye 
refuse  not  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven ! "  con- 
strains me  to  cry  aloud  and  spare  rtoty  to  lift  up  my 
voice  as  a  trumpet ;  to  warn  you  of  impending 
danger,  and  direct  you  to  the  strong  hold. 

This  is  not  the  first  time,  sinner,  you  have  had 
a  faithful  admonition.  Conscience  has  sometimes 
been  your  monitor,  but  you  have  stifled  her  voice. 
Pious  parents,  ministers,  and  friends  have  perhaps 
taken  pains  with  you,  from  an  affectionate  concern 
for  the  interest  of  your  souls;  but  you  have  hated  in- 
struction, and  cast  tlieir  reproofs  bcUnd  you«   Sonne- 
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times  perhaps  the  word  preached  has  affected  yoar 
mind  and  melted  you  into  tears^  but  you  have 
dropped  every  serious  impression  at  the  sanctuary 
door ;  or  if  any  good  effects  were  produced,  they 
were  transient  and  fruitless.  But  remember,  **  he 
who,  being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall 
suddenly  be  destroyed,  and  that  without  remedy." 

Remember,  though  this  be  not  the  first,  it  may  be 
the  last  serious  warning  you  will  have.  That  Jesus 
who  has  so  long  been  stretching  out  his  hand,  with 
such  affectionate  importunity,  and  speaking  to  you  is 
words  of  mercy,  may  next  clothe  himself  with  in- 
iCxorable  vengeance,  and  speak  in  thunder  to  your 
soul.  You  may  hear  him,  with  lips  full  of  indigna- 
tion, say,  "  Because  I  have  called  and  ye  refused,  I 
have  stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  redded ; 
but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my  counsel,  and  would 
none  of  my  reproof:  I  also  will  laugh  at  your 
calamity;  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh.'* 
And  must  this,  O  ye  despisers  of  Christ,  must  this 
be  your  dreadful  state  at  last?  After  all  the  tenders 
of  a  Redeemer's  mercy  to  you,  and  all  the  methods 
which  duty  and  affection  have  directed  his  ministers 
to  try  with  you;  must  you,  after  all,  have  your 
portion  with  unbelievers?  Must  you  who  have 
so  long  enjoyed  the  shining  light  of  Gospel  grace, 
for  your  neglect  of  the  great  salvation,  be  cast  into 
outer  darkness,  where  "  the  things  which  belong 
to  your  peace  shall  be  for  ever  hid  from  your  eyes  ;'* 
where  no  beam  of  hope  shall  ever  appear,  where 


the  horrors  of  a  self-reproaching,  despairing  mind 
shall  be  expressed  in  weeping,  and  wailing,  and 
gnashing  of  teeth?  My  soul  trembles  at  the  appre- 
hension of  this  scene  of  horror.  Bear  with  me,  my 
dear  friends,  while  I  yet  again  expostulate  with  you  ; 
for  I  would  fain  succeed.  The  issue  of  this  nego- 
ciation  is  of  the  highest  importance.  It  is  not 
whether  you  shall  pass  a  short  and  uncertain  life  in 
prosperity  or  adversity.  It  is  not  whether  you  shall 
be  proselyted  to  one  party  among  professing  Chris- 
tians or  another ; — whether  you  shall  be  called  by 
one  distinguishing  name  in  the  visible  church  or 
another  ; — whether  you  shall  conform  to  particular 
modes,  or  reject  them ; — but  it  is  whether  you  shall 
be  a  Christian  or  an  infidel ;  whether  you  shall  be 
a  companion  with  angels  or  devils  for  ever ;  whether 
you  shall  join  the  songs  of  the  blessed,  or  the  groans 
and  blasphemies  of  the  damned;  whether  you  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  and  joy  of  your  Lord, 
or  suffer  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire;  whether  the 
infinite  Jehovah  shall  smile  with  sweet  complacency 
for  ever  upon  you,  or  frown  you  from  his  presence, 
and  rain  upon,  you  fire  and  brimstone  and  an  hor- 
rible tempest ! 

Oh!  that  must  be  blindness  and  hardness  in  a 
dreadful  degree,  that  does  not  see  and  feel  the  im- 
portance of  such  things  as  these!  And  what  pre- 
judice, what  pride,  what  love  of  the  world,  what 
delight  in  sin  and  enmity  to  God  must  prevail  in 
that  heart,  which  does  not  yield  when  its  everlasting 
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interest  is  at  stake !  Yet,  alas  !  this  is  no  uncom-^ 
mon  case:  nor  need  we  greatly  wonder  at  it,  whenr 
we  reflect  on  the  strong  propensities  of  corrupt  na- 
ture ;  when  we  remember  that  "  the  natural  man 
receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God;  for 
they  are  foolishness  unto  him :  neither  can  he  know 
them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned,"  (1  Cor.' 
ii.  14):  and  when  we  arc  likewise  told  (2  Cor.  iv.  4); 
that  it  is  the  special  aim  of  "  the  god  of  this 
world  to  blind  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ, 
who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto 
them." 

But  *^  faith  cometh  by  hearing :"  and  shall  we  not 
hope  that  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  the  all-con- 
quering arm  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  the' 
Gospel  shall  come,  "  not  in  word  only,  but  also' 
in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much 
assurance  ? "  Who  can  tell  but  this  blessed  event 
may  take  place  to-day?  Who  can  tell  but  therie 
may  be  joy  in  heaven  occasioned  by  the  conversion 
and  salvation  of  some  precious  soul  among  us.^  We 
should  not  despond  while  that  promise  is  upon  re- 
cord (Is  liii.  jO),  "  He  shall  see  his  seed,  he  shall 
prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall 
prosper  in  his  hand :  He  shall  see  of  the  travailof 
his  soul,  and  shall  be  satisfied." 

Come,  my  brethren,  let  me  entreat  you,  for  a  few 
serious  moments,  listen  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and 
affection.  ^ 
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A  voice  from  Heaven  addresses  you:  the  adot- 
able  Jesus  speaks.  Were  it  man  only,  or  minister,, 
then  indeed  you  might  spurn  at  their  coimscl :  but 
what  they  do  is  in  Christ's  stead.  The  Lord  Jesus 
calls  you  by  them.  That  Jesus,  whom  all  the  saints 
adore  arid  love — whom  all  tlic  angels  in  heaven 
worship — that  Jesus,  who  has  on  his  vesture  and 
on  his  tliigh  a  name  written,  *'  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords." — It  is  **  the  mi^htv  God,  the  ever- 
lasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace."  lie  speaks, 
not  in  tremendous  thunders,  but  in  accents  of  love 
and  compassion.  He  offers  pardon  and  salvation,  to 
rebels  doomed  to  eternal  flames ;  offers  them  w  itliout 
money  and  without  price.  O  surprizing  grace!  We, 
vile  wretches,  are  the  offenders,  and  ought  to  have 
made  the  first  overtures.  It  had  become  us  to  have 
sought  his  mercy,  on  the  bended  knees  of  our  souls, 
with  tears  of  penitent  grief ;  if  it  had  been  possible, 
with  tears  of  blood.  But,  O  wonder  of  mercy !  It  is 
He  who  begins  with  us ;  He  who  has  heaven  and  hell 
under  his  authority — He  comes  entreating  us  by 
his  word,  and  beseeching  us  by  his  ministers,  to 
accept  his  infinitely  precious  grace,  to  be  saved 
with  an  everlasting  salvation,  and  to  receive  on  our 
guilty  heads  immortal  crowns  of  glory  and  joy. 
O  amazing  extent  of  mercy !  What  heart  of  stone 
must  not  such  love  as  this  dissolve  in  penitential 
affections ! 

And  why,  sinner,  why  is  it  He  calls  you  ?  Is  it 
because  he  has  need  of  you  to  do  Him  honour? 

o  2 
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He  might  have  secured  a  revenue  of  glory  to 
himself  from  your  fearful  and  everlasting  destruc- 
tion? Is  it  because  you  have  rendered  yourself 
worthy  of  his  regards  ?  Alas  !  you  have  made  him 
to  serve  with  your  sins :  you  have  wearied  him  with 
your  iniquities.  No :  but  it  is  compassion :  the 
same  compassion  that  led  him  to  weep  over  impeni- 
tent Jeilisalem  directs  his  gracious  voice  to  you. 

And  can  you  turn  away  from  Him  that  speaketh? 
Be  astonished,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this !  The  great 
God  and  our  Saviour  speaks  :  he  calls,  he  reasons^ 
he  entreats,  he  beseeches ;  and  man,  wretched,  vile 
man,  turns  away,  and  will  not  hear.  And  shall 
this  always  be  the  case? 

Bear  with  me,  my  dear  friends,  while  I  represent 
to  you  this  adored  Friend  of  sinners  in  another 
view. 

Behold  him  in  the  depth  of  his  humiliation:  *^  A 
man  of  sorrows,  and  ac(|uainted  with  grief."  Be- 
hold him  who  is  Lord  of  angels,  and  Lord  of  nature,^ 
in  human  flesh,  loaded  with  reproaches,  marked  as^ 
the  man  whom  the  nation  abhorreth,  treated  as  the 
vilest  miscreant — and  yet  pouring  out  his  preciouS' 
blood  for  the  life  of  his  very  murderers  t 

O  miracle  of  mercy  ?  What  unheard-of  love 
is  here!  And  was  this  the  price  which  the  Saviour 
of  sinners  paid?  How  dreadful  that  justice  which  re- 
quired such  a  satisfaction !  What  amazing  compassion- 
and  mercy  was  that  which  offered  it!  What  a 
glorious  salvation  must  that  be  which  is  thus  pur- 
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chased !  And  what  an  enemy  must  that  man  be  to 
his  own  soul,  who  turns  away  from  him  that  pro- 
claims it! 

Sinner,  have  you  evei*  considered  what  that  offer  is 
which  is  made  you  from  Heaven?  It  is  to  possess  all 
the  grace  of  Christ,  and  all  the  glory  of  Christ,  and 
to  be  admitted  into  a 'most  intimate,  endearing,  and 
everlasting  fellowship  with  Christ  himself.  It  is  to 
enjoy  exceeding  abundance,  beyond  all  you  can  now 
ask  or  think.  **  Come,"  the  blessed  Mediator  cries ; 
"  come  and  partake  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of  my 
grace,  the  infinite  purchase  of  my  blood.  Come, 
and  see,  and  possess  the  goodly  land,  and  sit  down 
with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  where  rivers 
of  unmingled  pleasure  flow  for  evermore."  Oh! 
what  hearts  of  stone  must  they  have,  who  refuse 
him  that  thus  speaketh  1 

My  dear  hearers,  could  I  think  of  arguments 
more  strong,  or  words  more  likely  to  persuade,  I 
would  gladly  employ  them,  in  beseeching  you,  m 
Christ's  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  But  are 
further  arguments  necessary  ?  Can  you  yet  resist  a 
Saviour's  love?  Can  you  yet  persist  in  grieving,  by 
your  impenitence,  that  heart  which  poured  out  its 
precious  blood  for  you,  and  which  so  affectionately 
offers  heaven  and  glory  to  you  ? 

What,  sinner,  if  Christ  himself  were  visibly  to 
appear  before  you  when  retired,  and  show  you  his. 
wounded  hands,  his  wounded  feet,  his  wounded 
side,  and  reveal  the  infinite  compassion  that  dwells 
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ia  his  bleeding  heart ;  and  then,  with  tender  expos- 
tulation say,  **  Thy  Saviour  claims  thy  love:  I  be- 
seech thee,  by  all  my  bitter  sufferings,  and  by  the 
compassion  that  still  dwells  in  my  heart,  crucify 
me  no  more  by  thy  sins:  trample  me  no  more  under 
foot  by  thine  unbelief:  grieve  not  my  Holy  Spirit  by 
any  longer  refusal  of  mine  oftbred  grace.  My  son, 
give  me  thine  heart.  Come  to  me,  and  my  blood 
shall  cancel  all  thy  guilt.  My  grace  shall  subdue 
thy  lusts,  and  cleanse  thy  polluted  nature.  I  will 
bear  thee  in  the  arms  of  my  power:  I  will  carry 
thee,  in  the  bosom  of  my  love,  safe  from  the  rage 
of  earth  and  hell,  to  mine  everlasting  kingdom  and 
glory,  w  here  thou  shalt  dwell  and  reign  wath  me 
for  ever? "  Sinner,  could  your  hard  heart  resist  such 
grace?  Could  you  turn  away  from  Him  thus  speak- 
ing to  you?  Rather,  would  you  not  fall  at  his  feet, 
in  tears  of  penitence  and  love ;  would  not  every 
power  of  your  soul  proclaim  his  amazing  grace,  who 
so  dearly  purchased,  and  so  sweetly  proclaimed,  sal- 
vation to  you?  And  yet  Christ  in  the  Gospel 
makL^s  you  thig  very  offer,  though  not  in  this  sen- 
sible manner.  O  !  see  that  ye  refuse  not  Him  that 
speaket  . 

There  is  a  day  coming,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall 
appear  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and 
great  glory,  and  all  the  nations  of  tiie  earth  shall  be 
gathered  before  him  :  and  he  shall  separate  the  ooe 
from  the  other  as  a  shepherd  divideth  the  sheep  from 
the  goats  ;  and  by  his  sentence  the  everlasting  state 
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'of  every  individual  shall  be  unalterably  determined. 
Say,  my  brethren,  should  He  then  speak  to  you  from 
the  throne  of  his  glory,  as  the  objects  of  his  delight, 
and  in  sweetest  accents  say,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you;" 
could  you  be  deaf  to  that  inviting  voice?     Could 
you    turn    away    from     tlie     enthroned     Saviour, 
and    refuse    an     offered    salvation?     Oh  no!  your 
heart  would  leap  at  tlie  sound ;  your  tongue  would 
speak  aloud  His  praises  ;  you  would  fall  at  His  feet 
in  an  ecstacy  of  wonder  and  joy.    And  does  he  now 
offer  you  less  than  this?     Why  then  must  he  stretch 
out  his  hand,  and  no  man  regard?    O!  let  me  aflcc- 
tionately  beseccli  you,  let  me  solemnly  charge  you, 
that  ye  turn  not  away  from  Him  that  speaketh  from 
heaven.     It  would   be   to   refuse   the  greatest  ofier 
that  can  possibly  be  made  you  :    it  would  be  to 
despise  the  most  amazing  kindness  and   love   that 
was  ever  found  in  the  heart  of  a  friend  :    it  would 
be  to  expose  your  highest  and  everlasting  interest  to 
irreparable  loss  :  it  would  be  to  arm  the  justice  of 
God  with  most  dreadful  vengeance,  and  to  trcasuie 
up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath. 

I  hope  none  will  go  away,  saying,  '*  We  luulic  too 
much  ado  about  religion,"  and  regard  it  as  a  matter 
of  indifference  whether  they  are  the  cordial  disciples 
of  Christ  or  not.  Sirs,  if  there  be  a  reality  in  re- 
ligion,  it  offers  you  advantages  which  you  cannot 
neglect  or  refuse,  but  to  your  soul's  everlasting  in- 
jury.    It   warns   you    of    that  tremendous   wrath, 
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self;"  and  it  is  self-deception  of  the  worst  and  most 
fatal  kind. 

The  Apostle  supposes,  first,  an  imaginary  con- 
ceit— *^  a  man  thinketh  himself  to  be  something :" 
secondl}^,  the  real  and  awful  fact — *^  he  is  nothing:" 
and  thirdly,  he  gives  us  the  melancholy  occasion 
of  this  unhappy  mistake — "  he  deceiveth  himself." 
Through  tlie  influence  of  self-flattery,  he  thinketh 
himself  to  be  something;  something  spiritually, 
really,  and  not  in  appearance  only ;  something  in 
God's  esteem.  Solomon  saw  reason  to  remark 
(Prov.  XXX.  12),  **  There  is  a  generation  that  are 
pure  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  arc  not  washed 
from  their  filthiness;"  and  there  still  is  reason  for 
Paul's  caution,  Rom.  xii.  3  :  '^  I  sa}',  through  the 
grace  given  unto  mc,  to  every  man  that  is  among 
you,  not  to  think  of  himself  more  highly  than 
he  oudit  to  think,  but  to  think  soberly."  In 
this  very  interesting  and  momentous  subject,  we 
have  to  pursue  two  inquiries,  and  to  ponder  a 
weighty  consequence  Lord,  let  that  light  accompany 
thy  word,  and  shine  into  our  heart,  that  maketh  ma- 
nifest !  "  Let  my  heart  be  sound  in  thy  statutes, 
that  I  be  not  ashamed  I " 

The  present  inquiry  is, — L  Whence  proceeds 
this  proneness  to  self-flattery  and  self-deceit ;  this 
propensity  to  impose  upon  ourselves  in  things  of 
everlasting  moment?  It  may  be  ascribed  to  various 
pauses  ; — first,  I  suspect  that  m  many  cases,  it  may 
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be  found  to  originate  in  ignorance;  ignorance  in 
several  respects :  especially,  it  is  to  be  ascrih^^d  to 
ignorance  of  God — of  his  infinite  purity  and  holiness, 
his  absolute  eternal  hatred  of  sin.  Nothing  lays  a 
creature  so  low  in  his  own  si^ht,  as  the  manifes- 
tation  of  God.  In  His  si;»lit  ''  the  heavens  are  not 
clean."  Holy  angels  dwell  in  the  vision  of  his 
glory,  and  fliey  cover  their  faces  with  their  wings. 
Mankind,  by  the  fall,  have  their  understanding  dark- 
ened ;  nay,  they  will  not  behold  the  majesty  of  the 
Lord.  In  some  insU^Mces,  by  a  miracle  of  grace, 
^^  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face 
of  Jesus  Christ."  This  is  light  which  strikes  the 
mind  of  man  with  surprize,  with  distressful  alarm, 
with  grief  and  shame.  Sometimes,  in  the  way  of 
his  judgment,  God  is  pleased  to  renew  his  visits, 
and  to  revive  such  impressions  of  his  glorious  holi- 
ness. Such  was  the  end  of  the  Lord  in  those  hard 
lessons,  those  mysterious  awful  dispensations,  by 
which  his  servant  Job  was  taught  self-abasement  and 
godly  fear,  Job  xlii.  5,  6.  Alas !  for  the  man  who 
abhorreth  not  evil,  who  presumptuously  and  wil» 
fully  violates  the  express  commands  of  God,  who 
has  not  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes !  Of  such 
a  man  it  may  be  truly  said,  he  is  ignorant  of  the 
majesty  and  holiness  of  God:  he  has  never  with 
open  face  beheld  in  the  Gospel,  as  in  a  glass,  the 
glory  of  the  Lord ;  he  has  never  devoutly  contem^ 
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plated  the  manifestation  of  God,  at  the  foot  either 
of  Sinai  or  of  Calvary.  He  is  "  blind,  and  cannot 
see  far  oft' :"  therefore,  he  entertains  very  low 
thoughts,  and  very  unworthy  thoughts  of  God.  In 
his  foolish  imagination,  he  conceives  of  Him  as  such 
an  one  as  himself;  as  if  the  Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord 
OF  HOSTS)  regarded  sin  with  no  more  hatred  than 
himself  doth.  No  wonder,  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  man  should  walk  in  the  way  of  his 
own  heart ;  that  he  should  sin,  and  think  lightly  of 
sinning ;  that  he  should  regard  his  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions with  self-complacency,  and  think  himself"  to  be 
something  when  he  is  nothing."  But  who  may  abide 
the  day  of  his  coming;  and  who  shall  stand  when 
HE  appeareth. 

From  a  want  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  foUoweth 
ignorance  of  his  holy  law.  The  Lord  Jesus,  animad* 
verting  on  the  religion  of  the  Pharisees,  discovered  a 
fatal  deficiency  in  this  respect:  they  had  overlooked, 
or  explained  away,  the  spirituality  of  the  law,  ancjl 
the  regard  which  its  precepts  have  to  the  affections 
of  the  heart :  they  aspired  after,  and  recommended, 
a  fair  shew  in  the  flesh,  as  if  the  Law  had  respect  to 
nothing  further.  Hence,  in  our  Lord's  esteem, 
they  were  like  unto  whited  sepulchres,  which  indeed 
appear  ''  beautiful  outward,  but  are  within  full  of 
dead  men's  bones  and  all  uncleanness."  This  re- 
proof, alas !  seems  to  belong  not  to  the  Pharisees 
of  former  times  only :  many  professors  of  the  present 
day,  it  is  to  be  feared,  rest  in  mere  external  refor* 
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matioD,  because  they  persuade  themselves  that  the 
Law  requires  no  more ;  they  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  though  their  heart  remains  *'  deceitful  above 
all  things^  and  desperately  wicked."  They  seek  not 
the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  nor  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  they  should,  while  they  remain  ignorant  of 
the  holy  Law  of  God.  Saul  of  Tarsus  had  long  re* 
garded  his  profiting  in  the  religion  of  his  fathers  with 
much  self-complacency ;  but  through  the  grace  of 
God  towards  him,  this  dangerous  mistake  was  time- 
ly detected.  **  For  I  was  alive  without  the  Law 
once,  &c."  Rom.  vii.  9,  10*  Afterwards,  this  happy 
man,  instructed  in  the  school  of  Christ,  says,  '^  I 
know  that  the  Law  is  spiritual ;"  it  has  a  spiritual 
import ;  and  when  it  comes  with  a  convincing  ligh^ 
it  searches  and  tries,  and  makes  manifest  the  awful 
iniquity  of  the  heart  No  wonder  that  persons,  who, 
according  to  Paul's  representation,  have  lived 
"  without  the  Law,''  should  remain  ignorant  of 
themselves,  strangers  to  the  defilement  and  defor- 
mity of  their  own  hearts ;  in  no  degree  alarmed  by 
the  abominableness  of  iniquity,  the  vile  afiections  and 
lusts  which  reign  and  triumph  within.  They  cannot 
help  perceiving  and  acknowledging  the  bitterness  of 
the  streams :  but  this  they  can  make  light  of,  while 
they  never  suffer  themselves  to  suspect  that  the  evil 
is  radical,  that  the  spring  is  corrupt,  that  their  very 
nature  is  sin ;  that  out  of  the  heart,  as  its  natural 
and  abundant  utterance,  proceed  **  evil  thoughts, 
vurdersy  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false-wit- 
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ness,  blasphemies  ;"  and  that  it  must  be  so,  till: 
grace  doth  much  more  abound,  and  the  Gospel, 
received  by  faith,  becomes  "  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation."  This  affecting,  humbling  fact,  Paul 
was  given  to  see  and  freely  confess,  Eph.  ii.  S  :  and 
how  gratefully  his  heart  admired  the  grace  which 
wrought  salvation  in  him  is  expressed,  Titus  iii.  5,  6. 
Self-knowledge,  then,  whatever  pain,  and  shame,  and 
horror  it  occasion,  is  a  merciful  attainment.  Until 
this  light  breaks  in  upon  the  mind,  sinful-  man  is 
slumbering  and  sleeping :  he  "  thinketh  of  himself 
more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think."  It  is  this  that 
rouses  him  to  cry  in  distressful  surprize,  **  Lord, 
save  me :  I  perish!"  Christ  is  then,  and  not  till  then, 
precious. 

Once  more  :  ignorance  of  godliness,  of  what  godli- 
ness consists  in,  is  a  further  occasion  of  self-deception  * 
What  is  godliness  but  the  image  of  God  drawn  by  his 
own  Spirit  on  the  soul  of  man ;  the  transformation 
of  the  soul  into  the  likeness  of  the  Lord  Jesus ;  a  new 
creature  of  God,  Christ  formed  in  the  soul,  or  the 
mind  of  man  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus !  But 
there  is  an  imitation  of  godliness  imposed  on  the  ig 
norance  and  credulity  of  the  professing  world,  as  the 
new  creature  of  God's  forming  :  unchanged  nature, 
ornamented  with  a  fair  shew  of  temperance  and  jus- 
tice, of  benevolence  and  charity,  of  zeal  for  the  out- 
ward form  of  religion,  with  whatever  virtues  may 
charm  the  eye  and  secure  esteem.  A  sightly  figure 
is  produced,  but  it  is  the  work  of  man ;  of  man  aided 
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by  Satan,  who  affects  to  transform  himself  into  an 
angel  of  light.  The  finger  of  God  is  not  here ;  the 
impression  of  the  seal  of  Heaven.  The  breath  of  the 
almighty  union  with  Christ,  the  life  of  faith,  the 
heart  directed  into  the  love  of  God, — the  spirit  of 
adoption,  crying,  Abba,  Fatlier, — is  not  here.  Nor  is 
the  stamp  of  immortality  here.  Storms  and  floods 
will  wash  away  all  these  adomings,  when  God  shall 
come  to  make  up  his  jewels.  He  will  frown  these 
pretenders  away  with  abhorrence :  "  I  know  you 
not;"  and  "  reprobate  silver  shall  men"  and  angels 
**  call  them,  because  the  Lord  hath  rejected  them." 
Paul,  while  a  Pharisee,  had  a  distinguished  share  of 
this  glory  of  man ;  but  he  learned  to  account  it 
"  loss  for  Christ," — for  Christ  in  him  the  living 
spring  of  holy  affections  and  every  Christian  vir- 
tue :  and  who,  that  could  distinguish  between  things 
that  differ,  would  not  ?  For  they  that  are  wise  shall 
shine  as  the  sun  :  in  the  great  separation  day,  they 
shall  be  found  the  children  of  God  without  rebuke. 
In  these  several  respects,  many  deceive  themselves 
through  Ignorance:  and,  indeed,  to  this  cause  must 
be  ascribed  a  strange  conceit  that  requires  to  be 
mentioned  ; — it  is, 

Secondly,  That  a  man  may  have  a  good  heart, 
while  his  life  is  bad :  and  if  a  man  can  persuade  him- 
self that  his  heart  is  good,  he  will  readily  conclude 
that  all  is  well.  Very  contrary  to  this,  is  our 
Saviour's  maxim ;  **  The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit," 
Matt,  xii.  32—35.     Thus  fully  did  our  Lord  con- 
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demn  this  fallacious  pretence  in  his  ministry :  tkey^ 
therefore,  deceive  themselves,  who  expect  that  it 
will  be  admitted  at  his  tribunaL     No  :  he  has  ano- 
ther end  in  view,  and  he  has  shown  how  much  hb 
heart  is  set  on  accomplishing  it;  '^  he  gave  hiniself  for 
us,  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  to  purify  unta 
himself  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  workst" 
He  tells  his  disciples,  '^  I  have  chosen  you  aod  or-' 
dained  you,  that  you   should  go  and  bring    fiorth 
fruit,   and    that  your   fruit  should  remain;''  and 
again,  ''  every  branch  in  me  that  beaoedi  not  fruit, 
jBTp,"  my  Father,    "  taketh  it  away;    and  every 
branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth  it,  that  it  nmj 
bring  forth  more  fruit"     ^^  Be  not  deceived,  God  is 
not  mocked;   for  whatsoever  a  man  sowetb,  that 
shall  he  also  reap."    ^'To  be  camaUy-miDded  i$ 
death." 
Another  conceit  equally  strange  and«delusive,  if^ 
Thirdly,  that  if  a  man  be  of  the  true  rel^ion,  hia 
religion  will  save  him,  whatever  his  life  and  cbaractor 
be.     Unreasonable  pretence !  Yet  with  this  persua- 
sion, many  a  deluded  Papist  niaintains  a  full  confix 
dence  of  salvation;   and  many  a  Protestant^  too^ 
on  the  same  principle,  holdeth  fast  the  creed  of  bit 
ancestors,  nor  would  for  the  world  be  drawn  aside 
from  that  path  to  the  sanctuary  which  their  feet 
had  been  wont  to  tread  :    and  if  the  doctrine  h^ 
embraces,  be  the  doctrine  according  to  godliness 
and  his  heart  and  life  be  sanctified  through  the  truth, 
it  is  all  well.     But  let  not  a  man  think  that  he  shall 
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derive  any  thing  better  than  aggrayated  guilt  and 
condemnation^  from  the  antiquity  and  excellency  of 
any  religion,  while  it  leaves  him  destitute  of  that 
*^  holiness  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord/'  Never  had  any  people  more  reason  to 
value  themselves  on  account  of  the  divinity  and  an^ 
tiquity  of  their  religion  than  the  Jews ;  and  yet,  when 
their  religious  performances  degenerated  into  a 
form,  however  constant  and  costly  their  oblations, 
they  were  vain,  and  worse  than  vain,  in  the  sight  of 
God.  The  man  who  boasteth  of  his  religion,  and 
on  that  account  **  thinketh  himself  to  be  something, 
when  be  i^  nothing,  deeeiveth  himself.'' 

Fourthly :  There  are  others,  wha  frame  to  them^ 
selves  an  abridgment  of  the  rule  of  duty :  they  have 
respect  only  to  God^s  n^ative  commands;  and 
herein  deceive  themselves.  Their  reli^on,  if  it  de^ 
serve  the  name,  suffers  the  omission  of  important 
duties-;  and  is  distingaished  by  none  of  the  divine 
affections  and  heavenly  tempers  which  adorn  the 
Christian  name  and  character.  Their  confidence 
remaias  unshaken,  while  they  maintain,  ''  I  am  not 
as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjusi;  adulterers. 
I  am  no  drunkard,  or  sabbath*breaker :  no  one  can 
dmrge  me  with  blasphemy,  or  perjury :  I  am  no 
man's  enemy,  neither  have  I  injured  any  man.**  As 
if  they  had  never  read ;  ^*  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength ; 
iLod  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.^    '^  Re^ 
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saved.  And  as  it  is  in  regard  of  our  persona^  so  it 
ia  with  respect  to  our  offerings  and  services.  Oa 
tibe  ground  of  what  has  been  stated,  a  moment's  con- 
aeration  will  shew^  that  no  prayer,  that  nothing  that 
arman  does,  can  be  accepted  of  God,  whil^  himself  ia 
out  of  Christ  Alas !  bow  should  his  offering  be 
accepted  ?  Himself  is  in  a  state  of  condemnation, 
''  a  child  of  wrath ;"  nay,  and  under  the  aggravated 
g^t  of  having  neglected  the  great  salvation.  Yet 
when  his  heart  shall  be  prepared  to  make  Christ  his 
hope,  and  to  flee  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  thai 
hope  set  before  hkn ;  whenever,  like  the  publican, 
with  a  contrite  believing  heart,  he  can  look  up  to  the 
Mercy  Seat,  and  cry,  ^^  God  be  merciful^  to  me  a  sin* 
nerl"  the  impediment  to  the  g^cious  return  of 
prayer  will  exist  no  longer.  By  this  act  of  fiutl^  he 
receives^  he  embraces,  Christ :  he  becomes  one  with 
Christ,  and  Christ  in  him  becomes  a  living  spring 
of  sanctifying  grace  and  holy  affections.  Until  noWi^ 
not  only  was  he  in  a  state  of  condemnation^  but 
his  nature  was  sm,  his  heart  enmity  against  God. 
And  "  who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  un* 
c)ean;''  or  how  shall  any  offering  come  up  with  ac- 
ceptance on  God's  altar,  which  does  not  proceed 
from  a  heart  purified  by  fidth  ?  It  is  Christ,  and 
iy>thing  but  Christ,  within  us,  that  God  can  behold 
with  complacency.  They  are  degenerate  plants  of 
a  strange  vine,  and  their  grapes  are  wild  grapes^ 
who  are  not  grafted  into  Christ :  but  '^  if  any  man 
be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature.''  Heisanewman: 


he  is  not  only  in  a  new  state,  but  he  has  a  new  na^ 
tdre,  a  new  diaracter :  he  is  delivered  from  the  power 
of  darkness,  and  translated  into  tiie  kingdom  of  God'i 
dter  Son.  Alas,  dien,  for  those  who  profess  tJ 
draw  ni^  to  God,  but  make  not  CfariBt  their  hoi^! 
who  make  no  use  of  him  as  their  altar,  their  sacrifice) 
or  their  priest!  They  call  upon  Ood  for  t[i&tcj: 
they  multiply  tfaenr  devotions :  in  the  day  of  9tim 
distress  diey  cry  alond ;  but  not  a  promise  h&vetiiey 
to  en([:6urage  their  hopes.  We  say  not,  tSiey  ahl 
finally  out  of  the  reach  of  mercy ;  but  while  uinn* 
structed  into  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  they  are  withbut  the  blessed 
enclosure  on  which  mercy  sheds  the  blessfhgs'  bl 
salvation. 

We   have   been   establishing    an    awful    trlidi.' 
'*  The  prayer  of  the  wicked,"   (ahd  whfere  fe  tirt' 
Christless,  graceless  man,  to  whom  that  charactet 
dotii  not  belong  ?)    "  the  prayer  of  the  wickfed  is* 
an  abomination  unto  the  Lord."    The  designi  6t 
this    remark   is    not    to    discourage    the   sinner^i' 
prayer  ;  but  it  is  to  apprize  every  one  who  would^ 
draw  nigh  to  God,  tiiat  no  worshipper  can  be  ac-' 
cepted  who  does  not  make  the  cross  and  ri^teous-- 
ness  of  Christ  his  only  plea.      It  is  to  urgef  the 
awakened  sinner  to  see  tiiat  his  hope  be  in  Christ ;  • 
that  he  come  by  the  new  and  living  way ;  that  hd 
give  his  cause  into  die  hands  of  the  **  Advotaate 
with  the  FatW,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous/'  llelay 
ndt  in  comibg ;  but  be  sure  you  tomt  vAth  youi'  of- 
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li^rings  to  God*8  altar;  that  you  come  to  the  Mercy 
Seat  sprinkled  with  blood ;  to  the  Throne  of  Grace, 
yrith  your  eye  fix^d  on  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the 
fbrqne.— The  design  of  the  remark  is  likewisei  to 
convince  every  one  who  entertains  hope  of  salvadoQ 
through  Christy  that  *^  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spi* 
rit  of  Chrijst,  he  is  none  of  his;"  that  no  man  is  a 
jjpdievf  r^  who  is  not  sanctified  through  the  truth ;  that 
hc.x^y^T.inth^  light  of  faith,  saw  Christ  crucified, 
lybo  is  not  himself  crucified  unto  sin  and  the  world. 
.j[,have  to  mention  one  occasion  more  of  self-flftt^ 
^Y  and  deception  ;  and  that  is, 
J  Sixthly,  The  neglect  of  self'^xambation.  Too  many 
]|^)rofessors  m^  superficial  in  their  attention  tp  this  im^ 
portantduty.  Hence,  favourable  conclusions  are  admit* 
ted  on  very  slight  grounds :  in  their  own  estimation, 
tjiey  class  with  those  who  are  the  sav^d  of  Ae  Lord; 
while  yet  they  have  never  soberly  and  impartially  in* 
(juiied,  if  the  things  be  in  them    ''  that  accompany 
^v^etion/'     "  Examine  yourselves/*  is  the  Apo^ 
i^e's  serious  charge.     "  Know  ye  not  your  owii* 
selves,  how  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you  e^^cept  ye  bv 
reprobptes?"  The  Word  of  God  is  a  mirror  which^ 
properly  applied,  will  shew  to  every  mm  his  rea) 
s^te  and  character.  If,  then,  yqu  would  not  deceive 
yourselvesj    make    use    of  th^t  glass ;    try  your^^ 
fipives,  your  repentance,  your  faith,  your  practice 
— -try^our  heart  by  the  Word  of  God. 
.  T^  we  have  considered  some  of  the  princip4 
n43t4)c^.^d  omissions  by  which  many,  are  Ie4  U) 


deceive  themselves.  We  now  proceed  to  point  out 
some  clear  specific  marks  of  a  deceiyed  heart,  in 
answer  to  tiiis  question  i 

II.  Among  thos6  who  ^  think  themselves  to  be 
something,"  of  whom   may  it  be  said,  that   in* 
-deed  they  are  ^  nothing?^'   They  have  a  persuasion 
Hhat  they  are  Christ's,  and  that  Up  is  their's ;   that 
^tfaey  love  God,  and  are  godly,  and  shall  dwell  for 
^vet  with  God  in  heayen ;  and  yet  they  are  *^  no- 
ting:" they  have  no  part  in  Christ:  they  are  withi- 
^>ut  the  essentials  of  true  religion.    And  who  are 
^hese  awfully  mistaken  professors  ?  The  humble  be- 
liever is  often    fear/bl,    and    trembling  will    ask, 
*'  Lord,  is  it  I?^   Is  this  my  case?    We  shall  an- 
swer the  question  by  giving  some  positive  signs, 
iRrbich  will  require  but  little  illustration. 

First :  Under  this  ddusion  is  the  man  who  has  a 
good  opinion  of  himself,  while  the  Word  of  God 
is  against  him.  Those  are  e^l  times  wherein  men 
wili  not  hear  sound  doctrine ;  and  that  man  is  in  a 
fearftil  state,  who  regards  with  luigry  resentment 
the  faithful  messenger  of  God;  declaring,  asAhab  of 
Micaiah,  *^  I  hate  him,  for  he  never  prophesieth 
good  of  me,  but  evil.**  Remember,  God's  word  will 
stand,  whatever  become  of  your's.  If  in  youc  opi* 
iiion  you  be  justified,  wlule  by  the  Word  of  God 
you  are  condemned,  you  deceive  yourself.  It  is  by 
the  Bible  you  must  be  judged ;  by  its  verdict  you 
must  stand  or  fell  to  all  eternity.  What  is  tiiere 
mere  terrible  that  can  be  said  of  any  man,  than  that 
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the  Word  of  the  Lord  1$  against  hi»b  Fall,  theci» 
under  the  authority  of  God  in  his  Word :  yield  to  ita 
convincing  power,  while  there  is  yet  a  remedy  in  that 
Word, — while  yet  the  precious  blood  of  Christ  ia 
there  revealed  as 

^  A  90vcreign  Mm  for  every  woumi.'' 

Seoondiy :  Another  thinks  all  is  well,  because  he  is 
doing  something  whereby  to  recommend  himself  to 
his  fellow-creatures,  while  yet  it  is  not  his  care  to  ap- 
prove himself  to  God.  The  Word  of  God  requites 
iqore  than  this;  the  grace  ofGod  teaches  more.  Under 
its  constraining  power,  Paul  said,  ^^  Herein  do  I 
exercise  myself,  to  have  always  a  conscience  void  of 
o0ence,  both  towards  God  and  towards  men.''  To 
Timothy  he  writes,  ''  Study  to  shew  thyself  ap* 
proved  unto  God  ;"  and  he  publishes  it  as  a  rule:to 
be  universally  applied,  Rom-  ii,  28,  29,  thai  "  be 
is  not  a  Jew  that  is  oqc  outwardly."  The  man, 
ttierefore,  who  is  not  in  retirement  what  he  would 
seem  to  be  before  men,; — who  makes  it  not  his  chief 
care  to  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in  trutb,  dcceivetk 
himself. 

Oft^n,  amoqg  profi^sors,  you  meet  with  a  per* 
son  who  passes^  for  a  reformed  characteri  a  changed 
v^i  yet,  a)as !  he  properly  classes  no  higher  than 
with  almost  Chmtians,     We  mean. 

Thirdly,  T)ie  m^  who  h^  left  some  sins,  but  he 
h^lh  not,  hQ  cannot,  lea^e  all  sin«  Soma  sins  he 
«>iU,  ]i^,9lds  fa^:  they  ^^mly  besetting  simi  h<L^ 
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^its  coafirmed  by  long  practice;  ms  to  which  he  is 
strongly  impelled  by  nature,  constitution,  the  course 
f  this  world,  the  influence  of  neighbours  and  fiiends. 
Or  they  are  gai^ful  ains ;  they  cannot  be  ralinquish- 
without  too  great  a  sacrifice,  and  still  g^*eater 
azard:   besides^    ^^  it  is  the  way  of  the  trade:" 
^'  other  people,  evea  good  peofrie,  do  the  same.^ 
r  they  are  pleasurable  sins ;   they  ^'  relieve  the 
a    of  business,   and  make  life  pleasant;''   and 
while  we  keep  within  bounds,  surely  we  may  be  al« 
owed  now  and  then  a  sip  of  the  cup  of  jdeasure.^ 
Nay,  perhaps,  the  plea  of  necessity  is  urged :  they 
Sabbath  recreations,  and  the  body,  oppressed  with 
IK  days'  confinement  and  labour,  stands  in  need 
them.    Thus  an  awakened  conscience^  under  the 
ear  of  punishment,  will  surrender  much  to  Christ,  but 
T^Btill  makes  some  reserve :  it  would  have  this  or  that 
lasin  spared.  "Is  it  not  a  little  one?"  ''Whenlbow 
^own  myself  ia  the  house  of  Rimmon,  the  Lord 
pardoo  thy  servant  in  this  thing.'*    But  the  Lord 
Christ  will  jrieid  to  no  compromise :  He  will  accept 
«f  nothing  short  of  an  undivided  empire.     Nay/ 
true  grace  would  dispose  us  to  give  him  all :  the  heart 
'^  groans,    being  burdened ; "    it  invites  the  Con- 
queror;  it  pants  for  entire  delivarance  from   the 
power  and  the  very  being  of  sm.    That  professor, 
therefore,  who  cannot  be  reconciled  to  parting  with* 
all  sin,  in  heart  and  endeavour,  must  be  said  to 
deceive  bimseffi — It  is  true,  sin- will  remain  even  in 
a  renewed  hcar^  but  it«does  not  reign  timm  it  b  not 
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even  tolerated  there:   it  is  shunned  and  hated  m 
an  intruder  and  an  enemy. 

Again ;  Fourthly :  There  are  persons  •  who  ap- 
pear forward  in  religious  practice; — with  nmeh 
show  of  zeal,  they  apply  themselves  to  the  p^ohn*- 
ance  of  some  things,  but  they  are  recondled  to- 
the  neglect  of  other  important  duties.  This  proves 
tiiat  their  heart  is  not  **  sound  in  God's  statutes ;** 
for  the  decision  bv^  solemn,  Jam.  ii.  10;  ''Who* 
soever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  <^nd  '^ 
presumptuously  ''  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  aU.** 
Where  the  grace  of  God  has  wrought  effectually  in 
the  heart,  and  love  has  become  the  princifde  of  ac- 
tion, the  fruit  of  that  gracious  principle  will  appear 
in  uniformity  and  consistency  of  eharaoter.  It  is 
a  false  heart  that  observes  some  command,  per* 
forms  some  duties,  and  disregards  others.  Chris*- 
tian  charity,  indeed,  is  sometimes  constrained  to 
soften  censure  with  compassion,  .  and  furnish  an 
apology  for  some  persons  of  upright  minds^  who 
through  want  of  courage,  and  the  difficulty  attending^ 
^heiiommencement  of  new  and  singular  practices^  are- 
deterred  fifom  manifest  and  important  duties :  but 
it  is  not  the  part  of  upright  Christians  to  live  ia  thft 
tieglect  of  duty  through  indifference,  or  to  avoid  the 
reproach  of  singularity  or  censure,  derision  or  per- 
secution. 

Fifthly :  Alas,  for  those  professors  whose  goodneto 
'^  18  as  a  morning  cloud;  and  as  the  early  dew  it 
passetb  ^wayP-     For  a  tim^  their  afiectiodg  are^ 
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warm,  and  they  do  many  thugs  gladly;  hot  they  soon 
tire,  and  where  is  the  blessedness  they  spake  of?  Per- 
baps  opposition  arises  :  they  find,  that  if  they  will 
be  godly,  they  must  suffer  persecution.  The  ge* 
nuine  principle  of  religion  in  the  heart,  the  living 
spring  of  Divine  love  there,  would  not  supinely 
yield  to  the  enemy :  it  would  be  roused  by  opposi* 
tion ;  it  would  call  forth  all  its  energies,  and  cry  to 
Heaven  for  help ;  it  would  surmount  difficulty,  and 
spring  up  into  everlasting  life.  No  wonder  that  the 
brook  in  summer  should  fail;  that  trees  which  have 
no  root  in  themselves  should  wither  and  die ;  that 
Christians  in  name  and  profession  only  should  go 
back,  and  walk  no  more  with  Jesus.  Yet  they  w*iU 
spqak  of  the  change  they  formerly  experienced  still : 
they  will  tell  of  what  they  tasted,  and  how  they  felt ; 
and  amidst  the  indulgences  of  a  sensual  ungpdly  life, 
flatter  themselves,  that  herein  they  have  a  ground  of. 
hope.  But  ''  if  a  man  think  himself  to  be  some* 
thing  when  be  is  nothiag,  he  deceivetb  himself.*' 

The  last  discovery  of  fatal  deception  is  this :  Ma^y 
professors  value  themselves  because  they  are  free 
from  scandalous  sins ;  yet  they  are  not  ccmcemed  to 
be  purified  from  heart  sins.  After  the  manner  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  perhaps,  they  are  exact,  and 
even  scrupulous,  in  circumstantials :  they  ^'  pay  titiie 
of  mint  and  annis  and  cummin,''  and  like  them  have 
omitted  ''the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment^ 
niercy,  and  faith."  In  externals,  they  are  punctual 
and  exemplary,  while  their  heart  goeth  after  their 
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covetousness.  Appearances  before  men  are  hit, 
but  some  secret  iniquity  holds  its  place  in  the  heart: 
and  DaTid  says,  '*  If  I  regcurd  iniquity  in  my  heart, 
the  Lord  V9\\\  not  hear  me/'  Perhaps  it  is  the  ido- 
latrous love  of  the  world ; — He  who  searcheth  the 
heart,  sees  the  prostration  of  their  very  soul  before 
diis  chosen  idol.  Or  it  is  a  fatal  confidence  in  them* 
selves ;  and  while  they  profess  much  love  to  Christy 
they  do  in  their  heart  reject  him.  They  '^  go  about  to 
establish  their  own  righteousness/'  Fatal  deception! 
and  yet  unsuspected  is  the  delusion !  *^  What  lack 
I  yet?"  cried  the  boasting  candidate  for  heaven, 
standing  on  the  Babel  of  his  own  building ;  ^^  what 
lack  I  yet  ? ''  Alas!  what  of  the  essentials  of  religion 
did  he  not  want  ?  He  wanted  a  clean  heart,  an  up* 
right  heart ;  he  wanted  a  humble,  contrite,  bdieving 
heart.  His  edifice  was  costly  and  towering:  it 
made  a  beautiful  appearance  in  fair  weather ;  but  it 
wanted  stability^^it  wanted  a  foundation.  What  will 
it  be  in  a  stormy  tempestuous  day  ?  It  will  be  found 
•*  a  refuge  of  lies,"  and  the  overflowing  scourge 
#ill  sweep  it  away.  But  "  behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  a 
ciiief  Comer^stone,  elect,  precious,  and  he  that  be* 
lieveth  on  Him  shall  not  be  confounded." 

We  have  gone  through  what  was  mtended,  in 
Gfrder  to  the  investigation  of  the  character  rderred  to 
in  the  text— -We  have  to  represent 

III.  The  very  serious  and  fatal  consequence  of 
such  a  mistake.  First:  It  is  Azm^e^that  man  thus  de- 
ceiveth.    A  man  is  not  a  little  vested  and  mortified. 
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when  deceived  by  another ;  when  a  neighbour  has 
taken  advantage  of  his  ignorance  or  ioattentioRy 
and  imposed  on  his  credulity ;  when  he  finds  that 
his  affection,  his  benevolence,  or  his  confidence  has 
been  misplaced.  Yet  it  is  worse — the  discovery  ia 
more  mortifying  still — when  he  has  deceived  anil 
cheated  hiaiself.  He  is  injured ;  and  it  is  his  own 
stupidity,  his  own  perverseness  or  presumption  ^ 
that  is  the  cause  of  it. 

Secondly :  He  deceiveth  himself  in  a  concern  of 
the  greatest  weight  and  importance.  No  one  likes 
to  be  deceived  in  worldly  matters ;  but  he  has  <^ 
ceived  himself  in  things  of  far  more  serious  conse-* 
quence !  He  has  put  a  cheat  upon  himself,  to  the 
loss — not  oi  a  few  shillings  or  pounds ;  not  of  all  he 
has  in  the  world,  or  of  his  reputation  among  men ; 
nay,  not  of  his  health  or  life ;  but — of  hb  precious 
never-dying  soul.  And  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  tbis  loss  will  be  final  and  irreparable ; 
because, 

Thirdly,  Such  a  deception,  not  discovered,  is 
an  effectual  bar  to  conversion.  ''  Seest  thou  a  maa 
wise  in  his  own  conceit?  there  is«more  hope  of 
a  fool  than  of  him."  Solomon  saw  reason  for  jthiS: 
remark ;  and  it  is  especially  api^icable  to  a  man  wh^ 
i9  uplifted  with  high  ima^ations  and  spiritual  con- 
ceits. The  mind  of  such  an  one  is  fearless,  senselessg, 
and  secure ;  like  the  mind  of  a  sick  man  in  a  state 
of  delirium  or  of  madness.  What  will  reasoning' 
or  expostula^op  avail?   Without;  a  njiracle  Jt  will 
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be  like  artillery  directed  agdinst  a  fort  which  it 
cannot  reach.  The  man,  in  his  own  conceit,  is 
whole ;  he  needs  no  physician ;  he  wjU  spurn  awfty 
the  medicine  which  might  save  his  life. — ^There  is 
another  affecting  circumstance  pertaining  to  this 
case,  which  is, 

Fourthly,  That  he  is  likely  to  be  surprized  with 

disappointment ;  and  this  will  render  the  confusion 

and  horror  the  greater.    Many  a  partaker  of  the 

graqe  of  God^  many  a  faithful  servant,  a  beloved 

dnld,  has  judged  himself  a  hypocrite :  he  has  pro« 

ceeded    *^  walking  in  darkness,    and  seeing   no 

light,'*  even  to  the  very  confines  of  glcHy.     Oh ! 

what  must  be  his  joyful  surprize  when,  through  all 

this  darkness,  the  light  of  heaven  breaks  in  upon  his 

spirit ;  when  some  shining  angel  hails  him  "  an  heir 

of  God,'*  and,  pointing  to  the  opening  heaves,  says^ 

''  Follow  me ! "    But  ''  what  is  the  hope  of  the  hf^ 

pocrite,  though  he  hath  gained,  when  God  takelb 

away  his  soul?  "     Present  to  your  imagination  a 

graceless  professor  in  the  moment  of  dissolution; 

one  who  was  confident  of  salvation,  throt^h  fond  and 

flattering  conceits  which  he  never  had  prudenoor 

enough  to  examine.    His  confidence  now  fitils  him  ; 

Heaven  frowns  on  his  spirit ;  every  beam  of  hope  is 

extinguished ;  and  while  the  horrors  of  eternal  dark-* 

ness  gather  around  him,  the  roaring  lion  leaps  on 

his  prey !  '*  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart; 

tiy  me,  and  know  my  thoughts;  and  see  if  there  be 

my  wicked   way  in   m^    and   lead  me    in   the 
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n^y  everlasting  ? "  —  It  is  fit  that  we  should 
j'ield  ounselves  to  the  impression  of  this  solemn 
subject.  Some  reflections  will  naturally  occur  to 
the  mind :  we  shall  then  close  with  stating,  in  a 
few  friendly  counsels,  a  remedy  for  this  serious  evil. 

Reflection  1st.  What  need  have  we  to  search 
and  try  ourselves ;  to  see  that  we  rest  not  in  out* 
ward  forms,  or  in  generally*received  opinions ;  and 
to  regard  with  great  caution  the  conceits  of  our  own 
minds,  and  the  flattering  insinuations  of  others !  Let 
us  very  seriously  and  earnestly  inquire  if  the  saving 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  be  wrought  in  us;  and  let  us 
never  rest  till  we  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  we 
are  '^  passed  from  death  unto  life ; "  that  ^^  Christ 
in  us  "  is  our  "  hope  of  glory." 

Sdly,  There  is  great  need  of  the  faithful  preach- 
ing of  the  Word,  and  of  your  diligent  attendance 
on  it  This  is  an  ordinance  greatly  needed  by  man* 
kind  in  general.  There  is  great  need  of  it,  in  order 
to  counteract  the  injurious  principles  and  the 
groundless  expectations  which  arise  from  the.  igno- 
rance, the  pride,  the  sensual  and  sinful  bias  of  the 
heart  of  man,  and  the  powerful  unremitting  influence 
vf  the  great  deceiver.  There  is  great  need  of  it;^  in 
order  that  every  man  should  have  a  riglit  understand- 
ing of  the  Law  and  the  Qospel ;  of  himself,  and  of 
the  state  of  condemnation  and  hopeless  misery  into 
which  the  sin  of  Adam  brought* hiiii,,  and  in  which 
the  Gospel  finds  him;  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  bis  mediai^ 
Xfirial  character  and  grace,  m  the  way  by  which  sin^ 
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ful  man  may  draw  nigb  to  God  ;  and  of  ffa#  Spirif 
of  Christ  and  his  efficacious  gi*ace  which  worketh 
£uth  in  the  sinner^s  heart,  and  uniteth  him  to  Cbiiet ; 
whereby  he  becometh  a  new  creature,  and  is  made  te 
bear  ^'  the  image  of  the  heavenly."  In  regaiPd  to 
the  rule  of  duty,  too,  there  is  great  need  of  the 
faithful  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  there  is  need  to 
your  diligent,  humUe,  prayerful,  attendance  upon  it. 
"  From  what  has  been  offered,  you  will  perceive, 
Sdly,  the  reason  why  Christ  and  the  overtures  of 
bift  grace  are  made  so  light  of.  Alas!  multitudes 
of  professors  seem  to  be  awfully  careless  aad  se* 
ciffe ;  nor  will  they  be  easily  roused  from  tiaieir  dan* 
granous  slumbers.  They  mistake  the  yery  nature  of 
religion  ;  they  mistake  their  own  character ;  they  are 
become  vain  in  their  imagination :  ^^  They  trust  in 
tiiemselves  that  they  are  righteous,"  or  think  that  a 
Uttle  more  circumspection  and  devotion  will  make 
them  so.  They  hope  to  make  their  peace  with  God, 
and  apprehend  there  is  little  need  of  the  great  Peace** 
Hiaker.  While  the  poor  and  the  needy,  the  broken 
end  contrite  in  heart,  receive  the  Go^)el  glacfly,  mid 
rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  they  cry,  ^'  Peace^  peace !  ** 
and  turn  away  from  him  that  speaketh  from  heaven. 
^'  The  fiill  soul  loatheth  the  honeycomb,  while  t^ 
tfae  hungry  soul  every  bitter  thing  is  sweet" 

Then,  4thly,  it  is  great  mercy  when  Grod  is- 
pleased  by  any  meads  to  shake  the  false  confidence 
of  men.  Blessed  affliction  that  rouses  the  slum"^ 
berin^  mind  ficom  a  false  dream  of  Becurity,  aa# 


thunders,  **  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Consider  your 
\vays."  Blessed  alarm  that  constrains  the  formalisty 
perhaps  after  a  delusion  of  many  years,  to  rise  and 
look  about  him,  to  see  if  all  be  safe !  Blessed  sermon 
or  conversation,  which,  although  like  a  bow  drawn  at 
a  venture,  is  at  once  the  occasion  of  the  discovery  and 
the  cure  of  deadly  disease  !  Blessed  conviction,  how«- 
ever  distressful,  which  rends  the  soul  from  refuges 
of  lies,  and  provokes  an  earnest  cry  to  him  who  bath 
power  to  save !  Blessed  angel,  whether  from  eafth 
or  heaven,  who  points  to  the  storm  gathering,  seizes 
the  loiterer's  hand,  and  says,  ^*  Escape  to  the  moun- 
tain ! "  Blessed  violence,  that  thus  plucks  the  brao4 
out  of  the  fire  ! 

It  remains,  that  we  propose  a  remedy  for  this 
serious  evil,  in  a  few  friendly  counsels : — and  the 
1st  is,  Be  well  acquainted  with  the  Word  of  God. 
Your  own  heart,  your  neighbour,  your  minister,  may 
deceive  you ;  but  the  Word  of  God  is  pure,  eternal 
truth;  it  cannot  deceive  you.  "  Search  the  Scrip- 
tures :"  search  them  with  a  humble,  teachable,  pray- 
ing spirit :  continually  repair  to  this  oracle,  ask  wis^ 
dom  of  God,  and  it  will  be  given  you.  Yea,  "  if 
thou  cries!  after  knowledge,  and  liftest  up  thy  voice 
for  understanding,  if  thou  seekest  her  as  silver,  and 
searchest  for  her  as  for  hid  treasure,  then  shalt  thoo 
understand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  know* 
ledge  of  God.'* 

S.    Examine    carefully  the  grounds  and    rea^- 
MM  on  which  your  heart    would    persuade   you 
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that  you  are  "  something ; "  that  you  are  inte- 
rested in  salvation :  "  Blessed  is  the  man  that 
feareth  alway : "  "  He  that  trusteth  his  own  heart,  is 
a  fool."  *^  Let  us,  therefore,  fear,  lest  a  promise 
being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  you 
should  seem  to  come  short  of  it."  Bring  the 
grounds  and  reasons  of  your  hope  to  the  infallible 
touchstone:  "  prove  your  o^vnselves."  Fear,  lest 
any  thing  in  yourself,  instead  of  the  Foundation 
Which  God  has  laid  in  Zion,  should  be  the  ground  of 
your  confidence.  Fear,  lest  the  reasons  of  your  hope 
should  be  gathered  from  any  thing  which  is  not  the 
^eflfect  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  saving  work.  Be  faithful 
to  your  own  soul.  • 

3.  If  providence  has  put  it  in  your  power,  at- 
tend constantly  on  a  distinguishing,  soul-searching 
ministry.  False-hearted  professors  and  hypocrites 
cannot  endure  it:  they  cannot  bear  the  shining 
lustre,  the  convincing  power,  of  the  naked  truth. 
They  are  little  other  than  a  terror  to  themselves, 
"when  at  any  time  they  are  constrained  to  contemplate 
God  and  Christ  and  their  own  hearts  in  that  faith- 
ful mirror :  '^  Therefore  they  come  not  to  the  light; 
lest  their  deeds  should  be  reproved."  But  if  yoii 
would  not  deceive  yourself,  come  to  the  light  where 
it  appears  to  be  most  pure  and  penetrating.  Let 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  have  free  course,  and  bear 
away  every  vain  conceit  and  false  confidence.  Va- 
lue the  instructor  whose  preaching  comes  closest  to 
your  heart;  who  deals  not  tenderly,  but  faithfully,  with 
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your  errors  and  misconceptions  and  self-flattering 
conceits.  Be  willing  to  be  "  saved,  though  as  by 
fire;"  and  though  the  fire  still  find  more  and  more 
dross  to  consume,  when  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
power  shall  thu^  have  tried  you,  you  shall  come 
forth  as  gold. 

Finally :  Be  afraid  of  the  flattering  insinuations  of 
self-love.  Labour  to  lie  low  and  vile  in  your  own 
eyes;  study  much  your  own  heart;  contemplate 
humbling  truths;  think  what  you  are,  inde- 
pendent of  what  free  grace  has  made  you;  lay 
yourself  low  before  God,  in  self-abasing  and  grace- 
adoring  confession :  it  is  a  posture  becoming  a 
saved  sinner ;  it  is  a  frame  of  mind  that  not  otAy 
saves  from  the  final  horrors  of  self-deception,  but 
places  thie  child  of  want  near  the  infinite  source  of 
supply,  and  secures  to  him  the  tenderest,  fullest  ex-' 
pressions  of  Divine  love.  "  For  thus  saith  the 
high  and  lofty  one,  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose 
name  is  Holy:  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place; 
with  him  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble' 
spirit,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  re- 
vive the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones." — Let  this,  then, 
be  your  language: 

A  guilty,  weak  ^and  helpless  worm. 

On  tby  kind  arms  I  fall; 
Be  tbou  my  strength  and  righteousness, 

My  Jesus,  and  my  all. 
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SERMON  V. 


ISAIAH   xl,  IL 

He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd:  he  shall 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them 
in  his  bosom,  and  shall  gentlj/  lead  those  that  <uvr 
with  youjig. 

\\l  £  are  here  presented  with  «,  lovely  ic^resep^ 
tatioi;i  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  under  th^phanK^ttti: 
of  a  Shepherd :  and  perhaps  no  charai^jter  affQr4l» 
4  more  perfect  description  of  bis  mediatori^lr  grm(* 
ness  and  grace.  Majesty  and  mercy^  power  aivl 
compassion,  are  sweetly  united  bercf.  IJ(ere  i;  ^^Wtf* 
neas  ;to  command  our  reverence ;  here  i&  X^n^vmi^^ 
to  draw  our  affection ;  and  both  to  invite  Qur  cqih 
fidence. 

Our  text  will  lead  us  to  speak  of  our  great  Shep- 
herd's government  of  his  flock  generalty :  and  thea 
pf  his  particular  regards  to  .  the  feeJbU  of  his  flock. 
Come,  Holy  Spirit,  t^ke  of  thesie  things  of  Christy 
and  sbew  them  unto  us !  then  will  our  meditation 
of  Him  be  sweet. 


I.  We  have  a  representation  of  Christ  exercising 
his  pastoral  office,  in  his  regards  to  his  flock  gene- 
rally :    **  He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd/' 

1 .  Christ's  people  are  here  represented  under  the 
metaphor  of  a  flock  of  sheep. 

They  are  a  select  company ;  "  a  chosen  genera- 
tion ;"  "  chosen  out  of  the  world ;"  separated  by 
God's  eflfectual  call,  as  Israel  of  old,  from  all  the 
ftutiilies  of  the  earth,  to  be  holy  unto  the  Lord ;  in 
the  world,  but  not  of  the  world  :  in  the  world,  as  a 
flock  of  sheep  in  the  same  field  with  goats  and 
dift^ine  ;— a  tillie  flock — yet  their  protection  sure,  and 
thdr  prospects  gloriotfs. 

It  wei^  pleasant,  would  time  admi^  to  dwell 
upon  their  excellencies^  their  cleanliness  and  purity, 
tbdr  meekness  and  haniH^ny,  their  love  and  obe- 
dience to  their  Shepherd,  tfidr  delight  in  his  pas> 
tures,  and  their  usefulness  living  and  dying. 

Yet  some  thingjft  are  to  be  fK)ticed  with  concern; 
the  effects  of  infirmity  and  weakness.  How  sota 
they  yield  to  the  impression  of  fear!  often  their 
Shepherd  expostulates,  *^  Why  are  ye  so  fearful, 
O  ye  of  little  foith?^  Sometimes,  this  excess  of 
fmridity  hurries  ttietn  into  real  evil.  Where  one 
goes,  others,  urged  by  their  fears,  too  liastily  follow, 
implicitly,  and  without  examination ;  nay,  and  deaf 
to  friendly  reiiionstrance,  yielding  to  the  influence 
df  example. 

S.  Christ  is  the  Shepherd  who  feeds  tiiis  flock: 
We  are  not  at  a  loss  for  an  answer  to  the  question^ 
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"Of  whom  spake  the  prophet  this?"  The  Lord 
.Jesus,  perhaps  with  particular  reference  to  this 
passage,  declared,  "  I  am  the  good  Sheplierd." 
'How  the  prophet  Micah  (ch.  v.  4)  celebrates  his 
imperial  greatness  under  this  character !  "  He 
shall  stand  and  feed  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord, 
in  the  majesty  of  the  Name  of  the  Lord  his 
^God ;  and  they  shall  abide :  for  now  shall  he  be 
great  unto  the  ends-  of  the  earth."  The  eternal  Fa- 
ther, too,  bears  an  equal  testimony  to  his  greatness, 
even  in  the  depth  of  his  humiliation:  "Awake, 
O  sword,  against  my  Shepherd,  and  against  the  019.0 
that  is  my  fellow,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  smite 
the- Shepherd,  and  the  3heep  shall  be  scattered." 
(Zech.  xiii.  7.)  Happy  flock  that  has  such  a  Shep- 
herd !  How  lively  was  the  joy  of  David  in  this  ap- 
propriation! :,  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall 
not  want" 

But  we  are  constrained  to  rest  a  moment^  to  reply 
tQ  a  question  or  two  belonging  to  this  part  of  our 
subject 

. ,  1 .  Where  are  the  pastures  of  Christ?  "  Tell  me',  O 
tbou.wbom  my  soul  loveth, where  thou  feedest,  where 
thou  makest  thy  flock  to  rest  at  noon ! "  Himself 
answers  the  inquiry:  "  I  will  feed  them  in  a  gpod 
pasture,  and  upon  the  high  mountains  of  Israel  shall 
their  fpld  be.  There  shall  they  lie  in  a  good  fold,  and 
in  a  fat  pasture  shall  they  feed  upon  the  mountains 
of.  I^'CLfL  I  will  feed  my  flock,  and  I  will  cause 
4hem  tp  lie  down,  saith  the  Lord  God."  (Ezek.  xxxiv. 
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14,15.)  The  mountains  of  Israel,  in  a  Gospel 
sense,  are  xvherever  two,  or  three,  or  many,  are 
gathered  together  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus ; 
to  seek,  and  serve,  and  honour  him  in  tlie  ordinances 
wherein  he  has  promised  his  presence  and  his  bless- 
ing. Here  are  the  under-shepherds'  tents ;  and 
liere  are  the  footsteps  of  the  flock. 

S.  ?FA^z/ are  his  pastures  ?  Truly,  they  are  ricli 
and  satisfying  beyond  all  comparison :  they  are  salii- 
tary  and  healing:  they  are  suitable  to  every  case: 
they  are  pleasurable  and  delightful  beyond  all  ex- 
pression :  and,  which  is  best  of  all,  they  are  cloUied 
with  perpetual  verdure,  and  shall  not  know  when 
drought  cometh.  They  are  the  promises  of  the 
Gospel,  "  exceeding  great  and  precious :"  the  trea- 
sures of  the  covenant;  a  ^^  covenant  ordered  in  all 
things  and  sure : "  the  purchase  of  the  Shepherd's 
dying  agonies  and  blood ;  the  unmeasurable  fulness 
of  his  grace;  the  infinite  sufficiency  of  God: — aH 
applied,  through  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  by 
the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Comforter,  to 
eveiy  heart.  These  mountains  of  our  Israel  are 
refreshed  and  saturated  with  an  abundant  dew, 
*'  even  as  the  dew  of  Hermon ; — for  there  the  Lord 
commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore." 
(Ps.  cxxxiii.  3.) 

3.  Whence  is  the  Shepherd's  propriety  in  these 
sheep  ?  Beyond  a  doubt^  they  are  his  own.  His 
tender  care  of  them  bespeaks  it;  in  seeking  that 
which  is  lost,    and   bringing :  8ig«ttn  that  which   ft 
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driven  away,  and  binding  up  that  which  is  broken; 
hikI  3trengthening  that  which  is  weak.  It  is  evident, 
likewise,  in  the  joy  with  which  he  returns  with 
the  sheep  be  bad  lost,  bearing  it  on  his  shoulder, 
and  calling  on  heaven  and  earth  to  rejoice  w^ith  him. 
— But  how  can>e  these  sheep  to  be  his  own  ? 

By  the  Father's  designation  and  appointment 
they  are  His :  "  Thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavest 
them  me."  And  they  are  His  by  his  otcn  purchase  .- 
*^  The  good  Shepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep." 
His  title  is  good.  His  love  to  them  is  stronger 
than  death.  Their  hope,  therefore,  is  an  anchor 
sure  and  stedfast,  '*  For,  if  when  we  were  ene- 
mies, we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of 
bis  Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled,  we  shall 
he  saved  by  his  life."  (Rom.  v.  10.)  But  I  haatra 
to  j&nter  on  the  considberation— « 

II.  Of  the  pastoral  care  our  gracious  Shepherd 
exercises  towards  the  feeble  of  bis  flock :  "He 
shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,"  &c. 

I  can  apprehend  very  little  difficulty  in  stating, 

1st,  Who  they  are  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  means  .to 
represent  under  these  characters  of  infirmity  and 
weakness. 

They  are  little  children,  in  their  helpless  infancy. 
Such  tender  regards  our  Lord  condescended  to  shew 
them  when  upon  earth,  tjhat  we  cannot  hesitate  to 
comprehend  them  amo«g  the  lambs  of  his  flock. 
He  seemed  ,to  have  found  the  odoi^r  of  »wQet  in^ 
cen^e  in  thi^  offfsing  pjfQsented  by  their  loving  |Wi- 
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rents  :  *^  And  be  took  them  up  in  his  annS|  and 
put  his  hands  upon  them  and  blessed  them,  and 
said,  Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'^  Their 
Hosannas  hailed  his  public  entry  into  Jerusalem,  and 
resounded  in  the  temple.  And  while  scribes  and 
priests  blasphemed,  ''  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Have 
ye  never  read.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  suckr 
lings  thou  hast  perfected  praise  ?  "  Many  of  tiiem 
his  almighty  grace  has  made  conquerors,  yea, 
and  more  than  conquerors,  even  over  t)ie  king  oi 
terrors. 

Again — ^They  are  children  in  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  the  word  and  ways  of  God ; — "  new- 
born babes  desiring  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word^ 
that  they  may  grow  thereby;" — ^young  converts,  who 
have  neither  knowledge  nor  strength  to  go  alone ; 
who  need  the  sustaining  arm,  and  the  fostering 
bosom,  of  parental  tenderness ; — children  of  grace, 
who  are  just  learning  to  lisp  out,  "  Abba,  Father!" 

Furtlier — ^They  are  meek  and  lowly  disciples  j 
such  as>  are  ^^  converted  and  become  as  little  chil- 
dren ;" — the  "  poor  in  spirit,"  whose  "  is  the  king^ 
dom  of  heaven ; " — such  as,  feeling  their  weakness, 
go  with  trembling,  and  crave  a  Saviour's  arm  to 
lean  upon. 

The  tender  mercies  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  are 
exercised  likewise,  towards  tried  believers,  who 
groan,  being  burdened  with  their  peculiar  griefs  and 
eares.  "  He  shall  gently  lead  those  that  are  with 
young*"    Those,  especially,  are  meant  whoareop^ 
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ipressed  with  outward  afflictions  and  troubles,  and 
the  infirmities  of  declining  life;  or,  with  inward 
corruptions,  temptations  and  fears,  darkness  and 
doubts.  Such  characters  as  these  have  need  of  for- 
bearance and  mercy. 

2dly,  Let  us  contemplate  (though  description  must 
ever  fail  to  illustrate)  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  represented  in  these  tender  expressions,  He 
shall  gather  the  lambs  tvith  his  arm.  What  is  the 
grace  of  the  Saviour,  that  is  shadowed  forth  in  this 
figure? 

•  L  Perhaps  it  is  to  represent  the  gracious  manner 
in  which  the  Lord  Jesus  will  invite  and  draw  sinners, 
especially  young  sinners,  away  from  the  danger  to 
which  he  sees  theni  exposed,  and  bring  them  to 
himself.  He  saw  the  sin  and  misery  of  mankind 
when  no  eye  pitied — when  there  was  none,  none 
beside,  to  help. 

He  saw,  and,  O  amazing  love  ! 
He  ran  to  our  relief! 

"  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'* 
What  was  he  not  prepared  to  do  and  to  suffer? 

When  hell,  witli  its  tremendous  flame. 
Stood  dreadful  in  his  way; 

To  save  a  sinking  world  he.  plunged. 
And  bore  the  prize  away. 

And  still,  what  loud  importunity,  what  afiec- 
tionate  entreaty,  what  condescending  ways  he  em- 
ploys to  win  precious  souls  to  himself!   "How.  often 
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tvould  I  have  gathered  you,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth 
her  chickens  under  her  wings!"  It  is  possible,  my 
dear  young  friends,  some  of  you  may  be  able  to 
trace  expressions  of  this  grace  in  your  own  experi- 
ence. Perhaps  there  have  been  times  when  the 
Saviour  has  called  you  as  if  by  name.  You  felt, 
and  cannot  forget,  the  impression  of  the  call ;  but, 
like  the  child  Samuel,  not  yet  knowing  the  Lord, 
you  were  at  a  loss  how  to  reply.  You  heard  his 
grace,  his  loveliness,  his  preciousness,  and  tender 
mercies,  described,  till  your  heart  felt  desires  to 
which  it  had  been  a  stranger; — the  pulse  of  your 
affections  warmly  beat  towards  him.  Yet,  you  little 
suspected  that  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  himself  stood 
knocking  at  your  door. 

t  At  other  times,  you  have  attended  to  a  faithful 
representation  of  the  sin  and  misery  of  an  uncon- 
verted state,  till  you  have  seen,  as  in  a  mirror,  your 
own  likeness.  You  heard  the  solemn  charge,  "  Thou 
art  the  man  ! "  Your  thoughts  troubled  you.  You 
were  "  ashamed,  )rea,  even  confounded,  because'* 
you  "  did  bear,  the  reproach  of "  your  "youth." 
Little  thinking  that  the  Comforter  was  so  near,  im- 
portunately urging,  "  Arise  and  depart,  for  this  is 
not  your  rest ! " 

Sometimes,  you  have  listened  to  the  representa- 
tion of  the  peaceful,  happy  state,  of  a  pardoned, 
justified  believer ;  the  pleasures  of  religion  in  life, 
the  supports  of  religion  in  death,  and  the  blessed- 
ness and  glory  of  saints  in  heaven,  till  Christ  appeal'- 
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cd  •'  tlie  pearl  of  great  price ;''  every  desire  of  yoar 
heart  seemed  to  centre  in  him ;  and  you  tboo^  you 
could  gladly  relinquish  erery  prospect  of  creatures- 
bliss,  to  make  that  pearl  your  owa.  The  Friend  of 
sinners  claims  your  prabe : — **  I  drew  them  with  the 
cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love.'* 

You  have  attended  to  the  affecting  circumstances 
of  the  Saviours  agony  and  death ;  you  have  sat  at 
the  foot  of  his  cross,  gazing  on  him  who  was  wounded 
for  your  transgressions^  till  your  aflfections  flowed 
in  grief  and  tears.  Representations  of  the  tmmea'^ 
surable  fulness  and  sufficiency  of  his  grace,  and  his 
willingness  to  receive  and  save  sinners,  have  inspired 
you  with  hope.  And  when  you  have  heard  that 
kind  assurance,  ^^  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  m 
tio  wise  cast  out,*'  your  heart  has  seemed  to  yield 
to  the  heavenly  vision ;  yet  you  wanted  to  know 
where,  and  how  you  should  come,  filessed  Jesus ! 
who  thus  draws  and  ^^  gathers  the  lambs  with  his 
arm." 

2.  Perhaps  it  is  intended  to  represeM  the  gra* 
cious  power  by  which  the  Lord  Jesus  overcomes, 
impediments  in  the  way  of  the  simier's  return,  ^nd 
makes  him  willing. 

It  was  foretold  of  our  Shiloh,  *'  unto  him  shall 
the  gathering  of  the  people  be,'*  By  nature,  they 
are  in  an  awful  degree  "  afar  offj"  **  without  hope, 
and  without  God  in  the  world  :**  nay,  and  •*  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins,"  ''  the  wrath  of  God  tbidetiv 
upon"  them.     But,  "  if  any  man  be  to  Christ  JesOs, 
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Taises  tbem  to  spiritual  life.  *^  The  hour  cometh, 
«nd  now  i%  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the 
«Son  of  God;  and  they  that  hear  shall  live:"  John 
w.  25.  **  He  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  said,  Be- 
bold,  I  make  all  things  new:**  Rev.  xxu5.  Thesecond 
^Ulam  Is  made  a  ^^  quickenbg  spirit."  His  influence, 
through  the  gift  and  operation  of  a  Divine  faith, 
brings  the  soul  into  union  with  himself;  a  union 
never  to  be  dissolved.  Thus  is  produced  the  crea- 
tion and  spiritual  birth  of  a  child  into  Chrisf  s  fit- 
ipnily,  a  lamb  in  his  flock.  But  the  life  of  grace, 
in  the  heart  of  a  renewed  sinner,  will  have  to 
sustain  a  very  hard  conflict  The  interest  of  the 
world,  and  sin,  and  Satan,  and  sel^  will  not  quiet- 
ly yield  to  the  claims  of  Jesus.  Many  things  will 
be  presented  to  him,  who  has  felt  the  power  of 
Christ  in  the  word,  to  shake  his  resolution  and  hold 
^im  back. 

The  evil  things  qf  the  worlds  in  some  cases  espe- 
cially, have  great  influence.  Though  the  terror  of 
prisonSjk  and  stripes,  and  flames,  be  far  removed ;  yet 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  shake  the  resolution  of  an 
infant  disciple  in — the  reproach  of  singularity — the 
ridicule  and  sneer  of  the  profane — the  displeasure 
of  near  friends — and  the  threatened  resentment  of 
superiors.  Alas,  what  would  become  of  tlie  feeble 
and  fearful  lamb,  were  it  not  for  the  gatiiering  aim 
of  the  Shepherd!  It  is  the  conquering  power  of 
Christ   aloi^e    that,    under   such  circumstances  as 
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these,   can  constrain  obedience  to  that  conimand; 
"  Deny  thyself,  and  take  up  thy  cross." 

The  good  things  of  the  worlds  too,  have  great 
influence.  When  those  who,  from  education  and 
connections,  have  been  familiar  with  scenes  of  gay 
dissipation,  and  are  still  encircled  with  wealth  and 
honour,  and  all  "  the  pride  of  life,"  are  seen  to 
turn  their  backs  on  all,  resolved  to  follow  Jesus,  it 
is  no  small  conquest :  the  gathering  arm  of  the  Shep- 
herd is  to  be  acknowledged  here.  ' 

Evil  habits^  likewise,  formed  in  very  early  life ; 
habits  of  thinking,  speaking,  and  acting  contrary  to 
the  Divine  rule ;  habits  confirmed  by  early  prejudice 
against  a  holy  life,  by  prevailing  custom  and  exam- 
ple, and  by  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  that  abund- 
ant fountain  of  evil-^these  are  strong  holds  of  Satan, 
which  no  weapons  but  those  that  are  "  mighty 
through  God"  can  destroy. 

And  to  all  these  is  to  be  added,  the  natural  aver- 
sion of  the  heart  of  man  to  the  method  of  salva- 
tiony  as  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  We  have,  in  our 
very  nature,  a  strong  bias  to  the  covenant  of 
works.  Affected  with  a  representation  of  the  love 
of  Christ,  the  mind  of  man  will  much  more  readily 
determine  on  reformation  and  obedience,  than  to 
rest  upon  Him  alone  for  salvation.  Convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  reconciliation  with  God,  it  will  have 
recourse  to  duty;  it  will  flee  any  where  for  refuge,  ra- 
ther than  to  the  hope  set  before  us  in  the  Gospel ;  or 
at  best,  it  will  be  willing  to  compound  with  Christ,  and 


'yield  to  him  but  a  share  in  the  honour  of  salvation. 
The  pride  of  the  human  heart  is  such,  that  man  disdains 
to  "  submit  to  the  righteousness  of  God,"  to  deny  and 
take  shame  to  himself,  and  to  '^  place  no  confidence 
in  the  flesh."     The  obedience  of  faith>  in  such  a 
creature  as  man,  is  no  easy  attainment     It  is  the 
eflFect  of  the  exceeding  greatoess  of   that    power 
which  "  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  dark- 
ness,'^ and  which  "  raised  Jesus   Christ  from  the 
dead."     But  when  the  "  arm  of  the  Lord  is  reveal- 
ed," the  heart  is  opened,  like  Lydia's,  to  new  ap- 
prehensions and  affections:   mystery  no  longer  ob- 
scures the  Gospel — it  is  all  wonderful;  it  is  all  de- 
lightful;   and  so  plain,    that  '^  he  that  runs  taiay 
read."     The  force  of  truth  prevails  against  all  pre- 
judice.   Nay,  it  is  with  hear^felt  joy  the  sinner  now 
beholds  in  Christ  all  he  wants ;  the  righteousness, 
the  grace,  the  strength,  the  consolation,  the  heaven 
he  wants.     All  his  desire  is  towards  him.     **  What 
iJiings  were  gain  to  me,"  he  cries,  (referring  to  his 
virtues,  his  privileges,  his  duties,  his  attainments,  and 
his  righteousness,  of  which  he  had  been  so  proud,) 
*'  these  I  count  loss  for  Christ.     Yea,  doubtless, 
and  I  count  all  things  but  loss,   for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord ;  and  do 
count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Christ  and   be 
found  in    him."       He  obeys  from  the  heart    the 
form  of  doctrine  into  which  he  has  been  delivered  ; 
as  the  metal  into  the  moukl,  or  as  the  clay  is  turn- 
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(^  to  the  seal :  and  now^  bis  very  soul  is  won  to 
the  interest  and  service  of  Christ.  The  Shepherd's 
)ove>  the  drawing  of  the  Shepherd's  arm  haft  made 
an  entire  conquest  '^  In  vain  the  world  acoo^ 
bis  ear:"  its  glorj  is  departed.  ''  In  vain  the  sons 
of  earth  and  hell  tell  him  a  thousand  frightful 
things."  **  Lord,  I  will  follow  thee,"  with  rtedy  aeal 
lie  cries^ "  whithersoever  thou  gpest."  "  Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  tiie  valley  ot  the  shadow  of 
<leath,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me." 

Thus  the  Shepherd  ^^  gathers  the  lambs  with  his 
arm."    The  expression  may  likewise  denote, 

3.  The  ready  and  effectual  aid  which  the  IxMrd 
Jesus  afibrds  the  heaven-born  soul,  in  the  feeble 
actings  of  infant  life. 

The  Cbristiansoon  finds,  that  there  is  no  help  in  him- 
.self.  He  tvould,  but  cannot.  In  the  light  of  the  Law, 
his  astonished  mind  beholds  bis  crimes  so  multiplied, 
and  so  aggravated^  his  heart  so  vile,  that  he  is  dis- 
couraged from  entertaining  any  hope  from  the  at* 
toning  blood  or  sanctifying  grace  of  the  Saviour. 
He  would  believe,  but  cannot ;  he  would,  but  caib* 
Bot,  repent;  he  would  remember  his  ways,  and  be 
abased  and  humbled ;  he  would  remember  a  Sa- 
viour's dying  agonies,  and  feel  his  heart  dissolve  in 
grief  and  tears :  but  his  grief  is,  that  he  cannot 
grieve ;  his  heart  is  adamant ;  it  is  a  rock  of  ioe ;  he 
can  utter  words  of  penitence,  but  he  wants  penitent 
affections. 
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So  i|  k  with  reference  to  prayer.  He  would,  but 
Cfunnot  pray;  feels  cold  and  formal;  and  cannot 
^'  stir  up  himself  to  take  hold  of  God."  There  wants 
the  wrestling  importunity  of  a  soul  in  earnest  to 
obtain  sfUvation. 

AU  these  are  circumstances  which  give  occasion 
for  the  display  of  the  gracious  power  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  ^^  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint ; "  he  reveals 
his  personal  glories,  hb  mediatorial  fulnessi  and 
says  to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful  hear^  ^'  Be  strong;'* 
^  go  in  this  thy  strength/*  He  speaks  in  the  Gospeh 
and  then  it  is  with  power :  ^'  Come ! "  he  says,  and 
rey^s  his  arm ;  and  the  sinner  is  '^  no  longer  ia^tb^ 
less,  but  believing.'*  It  is  easy,  it  is  delightful,  then 
to  come :    be  ^^  findeth  rest  to  his  soul." 

Nemr  '^  faittb  worketh  by  love  ; "  aiui  love  meltf 
bis  heart  in  grief.  He  feels  as  P^ter  felt^  w;beD 
^  Jesus  turned  and  looked  upon"  him.  He  feels 
as  i.the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  felt,  when  they 
^^  looked  on  him  >whom  they  hfid  pierced."  No 
Vmf^  does  he  want  a  prpying  heart:  ^^  he  weeps 
and  makes  supplication:"  bis  mouth  is  open,  his 
heart  is  enlarged :  ^^  imd  by  bis  strength,"  ne\v  do- 
rived  ftomfthe  Sbciplwrd's  arm,  '^  he  hath  power 
with  God." 

*We:have  once  moite  ito  irefnark, 

4.  Perhaps  this  tqndQt  expression  .denotes  thf 
itady  protection  jip^  ^im  :Securil;y  which  the  I^i^ 
Jesus  will  grant  »  feeble  Ji^l^Qver  jtbat  comes  trem* 
Uiog  untoihim.;.  Afony  occajRopji , of  d^trc^^ 

E 


» 

prize  and  terror  may  be  suffered  to  befkl  a  returning 
^hner,  in  his  inquiries  after  salvation.  The  com- 
nmhdment  comes,  in  such  a  discovery  of  its  spiri- 
tuality and  awful  sanctions  as  shakes  his  former 
confidence.  Sin  revives,  and  with  irresistible  fierce^ 
rieiss  appears  ready  to  devour.  "  Mine  iniquitiee," 
he  cries,  ^^  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  so  that  I  aim 
fibt  able  to  look  up.  They  are  more  than  the  hairs 
^'  my  head :  therefore,  my  heart  faileth .  me/' 
IVembling,-  yet  hoping,  he  adds,  '*  Be  pleased,  O 
Lord,  to  deliver  me.  O  Lord,  make  haste  to  help 
Ttit ! "  ^*  The  Gospel  bears  his  spirit  up."  It  is  a 
transporting  discovery,  ^^  He  hath  m^deJiim  to  be  sin 
for  OS  w^o  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness*  of  God  in  him."  .  Behold  aneffec* 
ttrai  asylum,  and  an  open  door !  There  the  Saviour 
stands,  with  an  aspect  of  mingled  majesty  and 
mercy.  Grace  drops  from  his  lips:  ^^O  thou  of 
little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou  doubt?"  ^V  Let 
Hot  your  heart  be  troubled ;["  ^^  look  unto  me,  and  be 
ye  saved."  Come  to  my  bosom,  and  lay  thytiiembling 
heart  at  rest :  ^^  Fear  not,  I  have  redeemed  thee !" 
And  while  he  speaks,  he  ■*  gathers  the  lambs  with  hia 
arm*:"  he  strengthens  the  sinner's  £uthy  and  fiUs  faim 
inrith  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 

Sometimes  the  tvorM  assumes  a  frowning-  and 
wrathful  appearance.  The  disciple  of  Jesm  finds 
himself,  like  a  defenceless  sheep,  a  feeble  lamb 
4mong  savage  beasts  of  prey.  But  *^  God  is  a  vety 
present  help  in  trouble."  >  Israel  trambled  idiea 


-the  £gyptian  host,  with  mighty  rage,  pursued 
:  them.  But  the  Lord  was  their  Shepherd^  and,  in  a 
/wondrous  way,  gathered  theoi  with  his  arm.  So 
the  disciples,  when  they  saw  tlie  powers  of  earth  and 
.hell  ready  to  devour  them,,  were  afTriglited  and 
fled.  But  Jesus  saw,  and  pitied  their  ivanderings : 
like  a  tender  Shepherd,  '^  he  gathered  them  with  his 
arm ; "  restored  their  souls ;  kindled  a  fresh  glow  of 
affection  and  zeal  in  their  breasts ;  brought  them  to 
the  foot  of  his  cross ;  and,  by  the  sweet  constraipts  of 
his  love,  bound  them  for  ever  to  his  heart.  Blessed 
Shepherd,  who  gathers  the  afirighted  lambs  with 
his  arm!  and  blessed  troubles,  that  constrain  us 
to  turn  into  our  strong  hold !  So  ''  David  encou- 
raged himself  in  the  Lord  his  God/'  So  Stephen, 
when  his  battered  tabernacle  was  felling  in  ruins, 
cried,  nor  cried  in  vain,  '^  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my 
spirit" 

Solemn  moment,  when  death  appears !  When  the 
soul  must  loose  from  earth,  burst  its  strcHig^ 
dearest  ties,  and  launch  into  a  vast,  unknown,  un- 
tried eternity !  What  shall  a  graceless  unbeliever 
do?  ^'  In  vain  to  heaven  he  lifb  his  eye !''  He  has 
<IK>  treasure,  no  friend,  no  Saviour  there.  In  the 
horror  of  despair,  he  *^  is  driven  away  in  his  wick- 
edness." It  is  otherwise  with  the  sheep  of  Christ's 
pasture :  the  tender  care  of  the  good  Shepherd-  is 
then  exercised  at  tiie  time  it  is  niqst  needed ;  it 
enables  the  feeble  lamb  to  be  bold  as  a  lion,  and  to 

sustain,  undaanted,  the  horrors  pf  dissolution :  the 

r2 
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work  is  all  easy,  it  is  all  deli^t^l,'  irtifen  He  tp* 
pears.  Tjie  vision  df  bis  glory  dissipcites  the  glcx»tn 
of  death  ;  the  grace  of  his  lips  dvercotnes  rehrdtanee, 
and  even  enflanies  desire ;  the  feebte  lamb  falls  into 
^  opened  arms  of  the  Shepherd,  sweeljy  exuldng, 
^*  Thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  Gtwl  ^trulh,*^ 

There  is  another  expression,  designed  to  nep^esetit 
the  Shepherd*s  teinder  mercies  to  ttie  lambs  of  Ms 
flock :  it  is  said,  He  sh&ll  carry  thtm  in  hif  bdMik. 

1.  It  expresses  the  sure  ptotectidh  whidi  ibfe 
Lord  Jestis  will  aflFord  his  ihf*nt  diw^ples. '  Aow- 
ever  feeble  and  inexperienced,  howevcfr  feairfiii  ahfl 
otherwise  exposed,  he  will  keep  theni'ftlP  peMfedt  se- 
curity. No  subtle  seipeni  shall  deddfeeibem,  how- 
ever  artful  and  tiahielr^iis  his  devicefc.  No  Toai^ 
ing  lion  shall  devour  thCta,  bowiever  terrifyirtg  bis 
appearance.  *^  Their  Kedcfeiher  fe  mi^ty,  the 
Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name."  He  has  "  all  powwr 
in  heaven  and  on  earth."  He  has  *^  given  ebm- 
mandment  to  ^aVe  th^m/* 


• »      .  -.  I' 


His  honour  b  engag^  to  save 
Tb^  meanest  of  his  sheep. 


) . 


Therefore  has  he  fully  and  graddtfsly  declarted,  •«Tbe^ 
Hhdl  never  perish,  hbither  shall  tiny  jpluck  t^em  iMit 
of  tily  hands."  Nay,  he  will  **  carry  them  in  his  1)6^ 
som,**  dcti(rmined  that,  while  he  **  lives,  they  ih^XL 
live  aiiso."  Happy  flock!  Not  gates  of  bitos, 
tiot  "(ralb  of  fire,  not  k  iniliiition  of  rocks,  could 
gbard  ^fliem 'so  weU.  .  J     : 
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2.  It  16  expreaBive*  idf  the .  tender   and  gmcious 
manner  in  which. the  Lfl0ii:iesus  will,  cherish  in&nl 
life  m  a  child  of  God.     The  babe  in  Chriathas  lift, 
but  veij  i[^bW  lift ;  an  immortal  principk».  but 
oppressed  iiitli  mnch  remaining  sin.      Its  appra^ 
bensiona  are  {yrevailingLy  jnati    hot  douded   with 
much  davlcneaa  and  erDor-{»  its  infinnities:  are  many^ 
and  need  ninoh  ftrbearaoce ;  its  actions  are  fteUe; 
its  prejudices  strong ;  its  conflict  h«rd;  its  preser* 
TOtipn  a  continued  auracle.   It  cannot  bear  ngoroos 
veqinoepiedts  of  dniy,  the  fierce  blast  of  temptation* 
the  iury  of  the  oppressor,  or  the  just  rebukes  of 
fatherly   displeasure.      How.  consoling,    then,   the 
thought  that,  though  nature  change,  and  the  nursing 
mother  cease  to  have  compassion  on  the  fruit  of 
kevwomb,  yet  the  Lord  our  Shepherd  can  never 
focget :  his  lambs.     He  will  not  leave  them  exposed 
to  cbiffing  frcists ;  to  the  wiles  or  rage  of  the  enemy: 
tior  wiQ  he  treat  tiiem  with  severity  or  n^lcct.     No ; 
but  he  will  tenderly  watch  over  them :  he  will  with 
meekness-  instruct  them :    **  he  will  carry  them  in 
his  bosom/'  axKl,  with  much  forbearance  and  tender- 
WSB^  wflL  nourish  and  cherish  tlieir  feeble  life. 
.   3.  It  denotes*  the^tender  consolations  with  winch 
tiie  Lord  Jesus  wUL  express  the  love  of  hi»  heart 
to  his  young  diseiplea.'    They  are  precious-in  hik 
sight,   the  dear   purchase  of  his  blood,   the  chil«- 
dren  of  his  grace :  they  are  hisbosbm-cha/fip,  and  he 
w31    make   them    his   boeoaoMfriends  ^   -^^  he  will 
4iew  tbera  hia  ^oovenanC;'^  ha  will  ope»  his  heart 
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of  love  to  them.  When  their  griefs  abound,  he 
will  smile,  and  wipe  their  tears  away :  .when  terrors 
ahrm,  he  will  say  to  their  troubled  minds,  ^'  Be 
not  afraid,  it  is  I ! " — ^*  He  shall  carry  them  in  bia 
bosom."  No  language  of  mortals  .can  fully,  de- 
scribe the  gracious  prWilege  shadowed  forth  in  this 
delightful  figure ;  the  condescending  affection  of 
the  Shepherd ;  the  security,  the  serenity^  and  bless^ 
edness,  of  a  young  disciple  of  Jesus,  conducted 
through  life  and  through  death  to.  eternal <  joys, 
like  a  feeble  lamb  carried,  in  the  ! Shepherd's 
"bosom,     f^  When  Israel  was  a  child^  ithen  !  loved 

hittl.  .i.       '  ;..„.»'. 

'  But  the. best  comment  on  tb^se  words,  is  ofien 
found  in  experience  isind  fiact^  Bear  witb^ne^  my  deair 
hearers.;  I  have  to  represent  this  character.and  grsce 
of  the  blessed  Lord  Jesu^,  alil  exesciplifiediin  expe*^ 
rience ;  to  shew  you  the  Shepherd  ^f  gathering  the 
Jamb  with  his  arm,  and"  tenderly  '^ca^'yibg'^  it 


if 
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fy.  I.  should  not  take  up  your  time:  in  telling  yoU  of 
wbait  has  oocurred  in  a  distant  county,  ■.  had  not  thA 
child  to  whoKAit  relates  been  near  and  dear  .to.soBK^ 
And  known  to  most,  of  us  ;*--or  rather,  hiMl  liot  the 
jQiraimsfances  themselves .  beem  calculated  to  .itndfif 
^bb  I  Saviour  nioi:e  known   and  more  endeared  to 

'  A:  fever^  which  lately  ha^  been:  prevakldtiin:  tfae 
Itownuof  Hull,  was  J^uffered'  to  arrest  this  ddar  fcfapykli 
iCirciDnfitfietoes  ieocouifetgi6d'  <  .the  hope  of.  :ieeovi^> 
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till  the  expected    crisis  arrived.     An  unfavourable 

• 

change  then  toolc  place,  and  notices  of  dissolution 
quickly  appeared.  Her  feeble  frame,  however,  was 
dissolved  in  as  easy  and  gentle  a  manner,  and  with 

f 

as  little  suffering,  as  can  well  be  imagined.  In  this 
respect,  the  gracious  Shepherd  tenderly  '^  gather- 
ed "  her  ^'  with  his  arm/'  and  carried  "  her  in  his 
bosom*" 

Blessed  be  his  Name,  he  did  more,  much  more 
than  this :  He  strengthened  her  in  her  soul  ^'  wj.^ 
all  might  by  his  Spirit."  He  made  '^  the  feeble 
to  become  as  David."  He  enabled  this  child, 
not  yet  eleven  years  old,  to  enter  the  list  against 
^'  the  king  of  terrors/'  like  a  veteran,  and  to  tri- 
umph gloriously.  So  powerfully  did  he  ^^  gather" 
this  ^'  lamb  with  his  arm,"  and  so  sweetly  carry 
her  /'  in  his  bosom,"  that  the  strongest  ties  thai 
had  bound  her  heart  to  earthly  joys  were  dissolved^ 
Amidst  loving  and  weeping  parents  and  friends^ 
death  was  more  than  welcome.  With  her  face 
.delit)erately  fixed  Zionward,  she  had  '^  a  desire 
to  depart,  ^  and  to  be  with  Christ,  which"  she 
-esteemed  '^  far  better."  She  had  been  a  child  of 
many  prayers.  She  was  cast  upon  God  from  the 
womb.  .  In  parental  affection,  sanctified  and  direct- 
ed to  her  everlasting  interest,  God  Avas  pleased  to 
furnish  her  witli  those  means  which,  under  his  bless- 
ing, have  the  happiest  influence  on  the  infant  mind. 
At  a  very  early  period,  as  was  said  of  John  th^ 
Baptist,  it  seemed  as  if  '^  the  hand  of  the  Lord  V 
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were  ripdn  her.  Her  habitual  watchfuln^d  Vjgiim 
sin,  especially  the  appearance  of  fJEdsehobd ;  her 
filisd  subjection  and  affectionate  obedience;  bar 
atientidh  to  religrous  tnstruttion,  and  the  interesft^te 
evidently  felt  in  the  isubjects  tnifolded  to  her ;  het* 
cbiisttocy  and  manifest  fervour  in  pi^yer;  Ibt 
pteasure  ghe  evidently  found  in  the  duties  of  ibe 
Sabbath;  and  the  seriousness,  the  reverence,  ftxA 
delight,  with  which  her  mind  appeared  to  bter  a 
^it  in  public  devotions,  were  so  many  encoura^ng 
l/ulications  of  the  ]^ace  of  God  in  her. 

In  her  illness,  her  mind  was  wonderfuify  placid ; 
fbUy  satisfied  ^ith  the  will  ^of  God,  mA  thankfU 
fbir  his  mercies.  On  her  last  Sabbath,  hilr  deisire  was 
towards  the  sanctuary,  and,  though  Mi^iMe  of  her 
kiability  to  walk,  she  would  fain  hare  %f6n  taken 
Ifaither.  When  heart  and  ^flesh  availi^  no  itffere,  tlie 
only  solicitude  she  expressed  was  to  be  assistted  m 
rising  for  prayer.  When  languishing  nature  fimk  lb 
slumbers,  her  mind  was  active,  and  prayer  was  kUt 
employ.  Some  of  her  cries  were  heard,  "  O  iiord,  4ib 
not—r  "  O  Lord,  do  not—!''  '^— Set  free!"  ^***-SiJI 
Iree!"  The  evening  before  her  departure,  wbM%lil* 
father  was  giving  her  medicine,  finding  her  tittw^U^ 
to  take  the  wiiole,  he  reasoned :  "  My  dter,  k  «8  tb 
make  you  better/'  It  seems,  she  had  deliberately 
made  her  choice,  and  therefore  readily  replied, 
^  I  had  rather  have  salvation!''  '^  I  love  salvtttioii  !** 
repeating,  "  I  had  radier  have  salvation  !**  The 
next  and  last  morning,  fast  laogqishing  •  into  life 
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witti  a  comneniiice  expressive  cf  peeoUv  satisfiit^ 
tion,  «he  said  ^*  -^^where  I  wish  to  be!**  Sto 
seemed  to  have  prafeced,  though  not  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  **  I  ihMsoon  be  wbere  I  wish  to  bel^ 
Hoireter,  she  repeated  ^  — -«—  where  I  wish  to  be!** 
During  the  day,  she  appeared  to  be  much  eogiged 
in  prayer.  At  one  tine,  with  remarkable  fervency 
of  spirit,  with  her  hoods  closed,  and  her  ^j^  fixed 
heavenwards^  she  was  clearly  heard  to  say,  '^  Thy 
will  be  done!"  Wondrous  utterance  of  an  infant 
mind!  What  could  age  and  ezperieoee,  matured 
even  to  gray  hairs,  say  move?  What  hot  tfaa 
strength  of  the  Shepherd  s  arm,  and  theconsolatioiia 
of  the  Shepherd's  bosom,  could  have  enabled  this 
lamb  to  say  so  mndi  ?  Just  before  her  release,  whett 
httr  father  had  again  been  giving  her  medicine,  eic^ 
pecting  that  he  wished  to  |^ve  her  more,  with  a  mind 
evidently  reconciled  to  the  will  of  God,  she  begged 
ter  {either  not  to  disturb  liec^  si^yingt — '*  I  en 
g)tmg^«*I  know  I  am  goin^/'  As  the  HKMment  a£ 
separation  approached  she  appeared  restless,  and 
Mntinuing  so  for  a  time,  her  father  ofered  a  short 
and  fervent  prayer,  affectionately  conunittingher  into 
the  hands  of  .the  fieiidiful  Redeemer.  Dariog  .this  txk^ 
^rcise,  she  became  quite  composed,  as  if  bearings  a 
part.  And  while  he  entreated,  ^*  Lord  Jesus,  re* 
^ive  her  spirit!"  the  request  was  granted;  the 
conflict  ceased ;  the  Shepherd  who  ^  bad  gathered 
the  lamb  with  his  am^"  tenderly  lodged  her  in  his 
^osom;  and  she  went  to  heaven  to  sing  in  ddightfijl 
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fttrainft  his^  pOwer  and  grace :  ^^  I  was  brought  loir, 
and  the  Lord  helped  me ! "  Gathered  from  the  paw 
of  the  lion  and  the  bear,  how  sweet  the  repose  she 
bas  found!  how  rich  the  content,  the  joy,  tlie 
transport,  she  feels!  ^^  I  shall  never  forget,*'  a  near 
relative  writes,  ^^  the  delightful  serenity  that  ressted 
on  her  countenance  in  the  moment  of  departure ; 
and  which  lingered  there  after  the  spirit  had  fled. 

Lovely  in  death,  the  beauteous  ruin  lies. 

• 

'  Were  I  now  called  to  address  the  parents  of  such 
a  child,  I  should  regard  commiseration  as  out  *  of 
season.  Indeed,  I  should  prefer  congratulation  to 
condolence.  Though  their  hearts  were  united  to 
tills  dear  child,  with  bonds  as  strong  as*nature  ever 
framed,  I  could  not  wonder  if,  under  such  an  exhibit 
lion  of  Divine  love,  they  became  like  Sampson's 
cords  when  the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  him«  They 
have  a  rich  return  of  prayer.  •  They  have  a  joyfiil 
and  abundant  harvest,  to  crown  the  labour  of  tbgir 
souls  in  a  careful  weeping  seed  time.  Here  is  a 
precious  jewel  safely  lodged,  ^'  where  thieves  never 
break  through  and  steal."  Here  is  the  sheaf  of  first 
fruits,  raised  and  waved  heavenward  in  the  hands 
of  the  great  High-priest  Who  can  estimate  the 
blessing  it  may  bring  down  on  all  the  remaining 
fruits ;  sanctified,  shall  I  say,  by  this  solemn  act! 
The  Lord  bless  them  all,  as  one  is  already  blest ! 
Here  is  the  promise  of  a  faithful  God  diaplayedi 
like  an  unsearchable  mine,   opening  in  treasures  fin* 
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ever  satisfying  and  delightful ;    ^^  better  than  gokly 
yea,  than  much  fine  gold." 

Ten  years  ago,  this  child,  in  this  place,  was 
dedicifited  to  God,  in  the  ordinance  of  baptism. 
And  on  Him,  on  whom  resteth  ^'  all  the  ^ory  of 
his  Father's  house,"  did  we  then,  by  humble  faith 
and  prayer,  hang  this  ^^  offspring  and  issue/'  Nor 
did  we  then  believe  and  pray  in  vain. 

Tell  of  his  wond'rous  fidthfiilness^ 

And  sound  hb  power  abroad : 
Sing  the  sweet  promise  of  his  grace^ 
And  the  performing  God. 

Brethren^  we  mention  these  particulars,  not  to  do 
lionour  to  this  dear  child,  or  her  parents.  *  The 
one  does  not  need  it ;  the  others  would  not  desire  it. 
But  '^  I  will  moition  the  loving  kindness  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  praises  of  the  Lord;  according  to  all 
that  the  Lord  hath  bestowed  upon  us."  I  would 
fix  your  admiring,  believing  eye,  on  Jesus ;  '^  hoiw 
full  of  grace,  how  full  of  truth ! " 

May  we'  not  challenge  infidelity  to  say,  ^^  Wbaft 
but  a  supernlitural  influence  could  have  so  fully 
overcome,  in  this  child,  the  fear  of  death,  and  pr^ 
duoed  this  sweet  serenity  in  dying  ? "  And  witness 
ing  such  a  scene,  could  the  most  trifling  spirit  heip 
confessing,  There  is  no  friend  like  Jesus !  no  oon- 
eolations  like  his !  No  guardian  arms  afford  eqiial 
security  and  delight !  -i 

'    Then,  away  with  the  world,  and  all  its  flatterin^^ 
vanities;  its  delusive  riches, and  honours, 'todplM*^ 
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ttresy  that  would  thrust  bim  from  your  heart,  km 
whom  such  treasures  of  sweetness  are  found ;  found 
tron  in  death. 

Parents,  what  a  family  God  is  here!    What  n*^ 
guardian  for  your  dear  children  !  His  peribction, 
promise,  his  grace,  his  truth,  his  heaven^  m\\  invt 
you  1   Then  open  your  house,  and  op^i  your  h 
unto  Him:  embrace  his  promise,  and,  wkh-liliee 
tionate  importunity,  present  yogr  dear  charge  be- 
fore him :  they  are  precious  in  his  sight :    he  will 
receive  them  as  his  own.     He  will  ^*  gather  them 
with  his  arm,  and  caiTy  them  in  his  bosom/' 

Happy,  happy>  are  you»  my  dear  childiwi,  if  3foa 
have  parents  who  love  your  souls  and  seek  your  «al- 
Yatio0 ;  who  see  with  deep  concern  the  evil  to  which 
yoit  are  exposed  ;  who  bting  you  in  arms  of  fiedth 
god  love  to  Jesus  ;  and  while  they  long  and  labour 
lor  your  salvation,  look  up  for  the  spirit  and  bkssiog 
which  God  hath  promised.  But  if  you  have  not  auoh 
parents,  yet  there  is  one  near  you,  in  wboni  is  infir* 
Bite  compassion.  If  you  seek  Him,  he  will  be 
found  of  you.  He  hears  with  delight  the  cries  of 
little  children.  H^  will  be  a  gracious  Shephend,.  m 
loving  Father,  to  you.  It  is  his  own  promife^  **  I 
love  them  that  love  me,  and  they  that  seek  me 
early  shall  jfind  me/' 

.  £ut  we  must  not  forget,  that  it  is  also^'ilud  of  Is* 
raeFs  Shepherd,  ''  He  shall  gently  lead  those  Hiat 
are  with  young ; "  or,  as  in  the  margin,  ^^  tbil  ^ve 
suck."    It.  has  been  already  obserm4  that  die  in* 
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lArm^  the  afflicted,  the  tempted,  those  tvho  mxt  op- 
pressed with  age  and  iofirmities,  with  doubts  and 
fears  and  griefs^  are  here  meant 

The  Lord  Jesas  will  mm'cifuUy  consider  tiieir 
iraildes  in  the  Mrrioe  he  recfuires ;  in  the  cross  and 
tMifferif^  he  eaHs  them  to  bear.  He  will,  also,  very 
gradbtisly  proportion  bis  supports  and  comforts  to  the 
'liny  of  their  daty  or  sutfering.  Our  Lord,  foretelling 
the  calamities  coming  upon  Jerusalem,  says,  ^^  Woe 
titlto  them  that  are  with  child,  and  to  them  that 
'^grve  suck  in  those  day<s;'*  Matt.  xm.  19^  Jacob 
offers  this  apology  for  dec^lining  to  keef)  pace  with 
£<iau;  '^  My  lord  knoweth  that  the  children  am 
^nder,  and  the  flocks  and  herds  with  young  are  with 
tte:  arid  "if  mien  should  orerdrive  them  one  day,  dl 
the  "flock  will  die,"  Gen.  xxxiii.  13.  This  is  but  a 
finnt  illustration  df  '<he  tenderness  of  our  heavenly 
Shepherd.  ''  H^  Utieit  Mliction,  he  was  afflicted^ 
and  the  angel  of  his  presence  saved  them.  In  his 
love  and  his  pity  he  redeemed  them  :  and  he  bare 
them,  and  carried  tiiem  all  the  days  of  old,*'  Isa, 
Ixiii.  9.  *'  And  even  to  your  old  age  I  am  he,  and 
even  to  hoar  hairs  will  I  carry  you.  I  have  made, 
and  I  will  bear,  even  I  will  carry,  and  will  deliver 
you,"  Isa.  xlvi.  4.  So  merciful  a  Saviour  is  Jesus ! 
Happy  flock,  which  is  under  the  care  of  such  a  Shep- 
herd !  happy  on  earth;  for  "  like  as  a  father  pitieth 
his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him ; 
for  he  knoweth  our  frame,  he  remembereth  that  we 
are  dust,"    Ps.  ciii.   13:  happier  still  in  heaven; 
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for  there    '^  the  Lamb  which  is  in. the  midst  of 
^tbe  Throne   shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  waters :  and  God  shall  wipe 
mway  all  tears  from  their  eyes/'  Rev.  vii.  17. 
I    We  shall  close  with  one  remark  more.  . 

Having  heard  of  the  grace  of  the  chief  Shephercl, 
.must  we  not  consider  that  pron^ise  to  the  several  di- 
visions of  the  flock  very  precious;  '-I  will  give  you 
pastors  according  to  mine  heart,''  Jer-  iii.  15.  Such 
:was  the  church  blessed  with,  in  Paul  and  other  apo- 
stles and  teachers:  they  ^'  naturally  cared  for"  their 
.^  state;*'  they  had  drank  into  the  spirit  of  their 
great  Master.  "  We  were  gentle  among  you,  even 
as  a  nurse  cherisheth  her  children,"  ;1  Thess.  iL  7. 
:^^  Brethren,  pray  for  us/'  and  for  all  the  lord's  mi- 
nisters, that  they  may  be  filled  with  his  gracious, 
loving,  holy  Spirit,  and  practicpdly  and  fully  d^- 
.^lar^  *!  We  have  the  mind  of  Christ" 
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I 

Alio.  15,  1799. 

XT  is  impossible  but  that  I  should  fed  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  solemn  transactions  of  this  day.  I  have 
cordial  satisfaction  in  the  designation  that  has  taken 
place,  and  the  confession  which  preceded  it  It 
behoves  me,  with  heartfelt  gratitude,  to  acknowledge 
the  God  of  my  mercies  therein :  "  He  will  ever  be 
mindful  of  his  covenant" 

Now,  my  son,  I  have  to  address  you  as  my  bro- 
ther in  the  Gospel  — I  have  to  congratulate  you  as 
**  a  servant  of  Jesus  Chiist:"  you  need  not,  you  can^ 
not,  aspure  after  a  title  and  character  more  truly 
bonourable.  May  it  ever  be  your  ambition  to  wear 
that  inscription  stamped  on  your  brow,  and  to  de- 
monstrate to  all  around  you,  in  the  fervour  of  your 
Christian  affection  and  zeal,  and  in  your  self-de* 
nying  and  unwearied  labours,  that  you  are  truly 
•*  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ/' 

At  your  request,  I  appear  on  tiiis  solemn  ocek^ 
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sion,  to  offer  you  the  admonitions  of  parental  and 
Christian  love.  There  were  eonsidierations  that  would 
have  recommei^ded  the  appointment  of  some  other 
person,  and  I  felt  their  force;  but  nothing  of  this  kind 
had  I  power  to  decline,  for  "  being  affectionately  de- 
sirous of  you,  we  were  wilUi^g^  po  have  imparted 
unto  you,  not  the  Gospel  of  GoA  only,  bfrt  also  our- 
selves, because  ye  were  dear  unto  us."  You  feel 
the  importance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you ;  I  pray 
God  you  may  feel  it  naore  and  more ;  that  your  eye 
and  your  heart  may  ever  be  fixed  on  your  work,  your 
Master,  and  your  reward ;  that  you  may  be  ever 
watchful,  depending,  and  prayerful. 

The  plain  and  serious  hints  I  have  to  o^r  fi^b^l 
be  grounded  on  tim  Apostle  Paul's  fdfme  tp  .14^ 
son  Timothy,  Sid  Tiqaothy  ii.  I^. :  "  ^tudj  to 
shew  thyself  appprovcKl  unto  Godj  a  yiorJIuns^  tih^it 
^ee(^eth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  di^iQg  tb?  Y^V^ 
of  truth/' 

•  .  .    .      • 

The  words  lead  me  to  remind  you  o^  Ui^  ;^- 
racter  which  you  ^re  now  to  svstai(Q :  '^  A  F9ikt 
inan,  a  steyvard : " — then,  of  thfit  §x^«UeQcy  xrf  ^cfea*  ^ 
ract^  which  I  hope  it  will  he  your  i^^itHiB  ito  ^  * 
serve:  ^'  A  workman  tha(  nee^el^i  i^.  tQ  jb# 
ashained;"  &  steward,  ^^  nght)y"  (tb^t  ^  Uithi 
(filly  a^d  skjlfuUy,)  "  dividiog  tlie  ww4  of  Initbi'? 
a  workman,  and  a  s^wafcj,  "  appfw^d  Mtitf^  CiiQd,T 
A  few  cpnsideraJtions  iip4  coqi^^ls  »^y  itfterw^rdd 
be  offered,,  to  urge  your  very  serip^s  ^t^gi^tioo  to  Ijfeia 
apoatpUc  charge :  '*  Studj  Uf  phev  thyself  appi9v« 
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ed  unto  God,  a  i^orkman  that  needeth  not  t6  be 
lushamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth."  And 
tanay  the  good  Spirit  of  God^  who  alone  can  teach  u5 
to  profit  afibrd  to  eath  of  us  his  eifectued  presence 
lEmd  grace ! 

I.    You  are  here  t^minded   of  the   ciiaTtuAer 

in  whfcii    you  will   now   appear :     A    Workman! 

God   calls    his    ministtei^   to    a    life,    not  of  in* 

^blence  and  indulgence,  but  of  labour.     Here  is 

labour  fbr  your  body,  and  labour  for  your  sOiil ; 

Tnit  it    is    labour   which    glorious    angels    wokiM 

•esteem  their  honour ;  it  is  labour  worthy  of  a  God. 

Thfe  reference  ils  to  the  grdat  design  of  God's  etcr- 

i>al  mercy,  to  deliver  sinhers  of  mankind  from  dark^ 

"Siess,    ein,    ahd  deaths  and  bring  many  sons  Md 

daughters  to  glory.    This  is  represented  ubd^  a 

"^firiety  of  mMUphors :  two  of  them  are  particukuriy 

^■ipplicable.     iS^oliietitties,  the  God  of  salvation  mp* 

irs    in    the   character  Of  a  Husbandilian,  who 

ipplies  himself  ^  the  cultivation  of  a  degenerate 

id  neglected  sdl ;  atod  bitcbaoges  the  drMur/  and 

■^^umtortless  appearance  of  a  desert,  for  tb($  d^^l^ts 

a  garden^  tbe  luxuriance  of  autumn,  abd  tlie  joy 

harvest     At  other  time^,  he  is  pleased  to  as- 

lume  the.charattet  of  an  Archite^^  a  Builder^  i^bo^ 

materials  gathered  from  a  ruined  tiorld,    ^'  a 

^ip^orld  lying  in   wickedness,'*    raises^  on  a  living 

'If  oufldation  Stone,  a  holy  tempter  a  habitatibti  of 

<jk>d,  which  shall  survive  the  wreck  of  worlds,  and 

^tand  etemitl  in  the  heavens. 

s  2 
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The  great  Head  of. the  church,  who  is  the  only 
Efficient  in  this  work  of  mercy,  is  pleased  to  make 
use  of  the  instrumentality  of  frail  men,  to  whom 
he  giveth  a  measure  of  his  own  Spirit  '^  And  he 
gave  some  apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and  some 
evangelists,  and  some  pastors  and  teachers,  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  nuni- 
slry,  for  the  edifying  the  body  of  Christ" 

Here,  then,  is  your  work :  as  an  instrument  in 
God's  hand,  and  according  to  the  measure  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  given  you,  to  cultivate  the  desart 
of  man's  degenerate  mind ; — sometimes  labouring, 
by  the  terrors  of  the  Law,  to  break  up  the  fiedlow 
ground ;  and  then,  by  proclaiming  the  grace  of  the 
Gospel,  to  cast  in  the  precious  seed,  to  furnish 
fresh  materials  for  the  spiritual  temple,  and  build 
them  up  a  spiritual  house,  a  royal  priesthood,,  to 
offer  up  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by 
Jesus  Christ  What  a  noble  design !  What  an  ho- 
nour, to  serve  such  a  Master,  and  to  contribute, 
in  any  measure,  and  in  any  view,  to  its  prc^ess  ! 

Another  character  in  which  you  are  to  appear, 
is  that  of  a  Steward  ;  to  whom  it  belongs  to  divide 
the  word  of  truth.  You  have  a  household;  to  supet- 
intend,  as  '^  a  steward  of  the  manifold  grace  of 
God ; "  a  family  and  a  flock  of  Christ  to  feed.  A 
trust  of  high  importance  is  committed  to  you.  Re- 
member,  the  food  you  are  to  dispense  is  ^'  the  word 
of  truth."  This  character  eminently  belongs  to 
the  Gospel,  ^*  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God:" 
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the  declaration  and  overtures  of  the  grace  and 
mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  unto  the  salvation  of 
all  that  believe.  The  Gospel  which  was  first  re- 
vealed in  Paradise;  the  Gospel  which  the  ancient 
Patriarchsbelieved  and  embraced,  and  in  the  faith 
of  which  they  died;  the  Gospel  which  Jesus  sealed  in 
his  death,  and  left  as  his  last  testament,  a  bequest 
of  soul^enriching  blessings,  for  the  benefit  of  lost, 
perishing  sinners ;  giving  it  in  charge  to  his  apo- 
stles and  ministers,  to  '^  preach  repentance  and 
remission  of  sins  amongst  all  nations,  beginning  at 
Jerusalem:*' — "the  everlasting  Gospel: "  you  can 
rely  upon  it  as  "  the  word  of  truth,**  and  represent 
it,  on  the  fullest  demonstration,  on  the  testimony  of 
a  cloud  of  witnesses,  as  "  a  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation.*' 

This  is  the  food,  and  the  life,   of  precious  souls. 
The  "  word  of  God  is  tried." 

Your  office,  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  is,  to  "di- 
vide the  word  of  truth/*  To  divide  the  word  of 
truth,  is  to  explain  it ;  to  unfold,  to  the  under- 
standing of  your  hearers,  its  plain  sense  and  mean- 
ing ;  to  represent  the  connection  and  harmony  of 
"  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;  '*  to  unfold  it  in  its  ex- 
cellence and  importance ;  to  open  the  treasures  of 
consolation  contained  in  it,  for  the  relief  and  de- 
light of  needy,  perishing  souls;  and  earnestly  to* 
recommend  it  to  their  believing  acceptation,  giving 
te  every  one  his  own  portion, 

II.  Let  me  remind  you  of  the  excellency  of  cha- 
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meter  which  it  will,  I  trust,  be  your  atpj^ition  to 
deserve :  ^^  a  wock^man  that  naed^th.  QPt  to  b^ 
ashamed." — When  qfia^y,  it  be  s^id  of  f^  raiaist^r,  that 
he  needeth  not  to  be  ashcmiedi?  I  ^n^wei^- 

1 .  When  be  appears  to  be  deeply  tai^ght  of  Godi : 
skilful  in  God's  wprd.  Bes^leel  was  ^  disl^ogubhed 
workman  in  framii^g  the  tabernacle  in  the  wil4er;^ 
Hess;  for  **  the  Ifpr<{}  callad^  him,  a^d:  filled  him 
with  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  wisdom,  in  understand* 
ing,  and  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  qfiannqr  of  worli* 
manship."  And  such  were  Peter,  a^i  Pfwl>  ^nd 
Barnabas,  in  the  Gospel-church  : — men  who  saw^  in 
a  strong  light,  the  e?^cQ€fdiqg  sigfulnesis  qf  mi;  the 
misery  of  mankind  under  the  power  of  darkness  ; 
and  the  crafty  wiles  of  the  old  serpent  to  secure  his 
captives: — men  who  saw,  with  open  fiace,  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  in  his  moral  character,  and.  in  his  un- 
searchable  riches;  who,  '^knowing  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord,"  felt  an  earnest  desire,  and  attained  the  happy 
arty  to  '^  persuade  men."  They  kjiew  ^w,tospeikk 
a  word  in  season  to  the  bold  trausgi'es^r,  apd  the 
artful  hypocrite;  to  the  proud  Pharisee^  and  the 
trembling  penitent;  and  to  the  a(H^t^  copsiqi^Oce,  ia 
seasons  of  te  m  p tat i  on  and  deseir tion .  O !  b^  it  your 
care  to  be  '^  skilful  in  the  wori^.;  '*  to.  kpow,  the 
Gospel;  tp  have  a,  clear  -underst^ding  of  Divinq 
truth;  to,  be  deeply  learned  ip  Christian;  exp^- 
ence;  to  be  \yeU  acq^f^nted ;  with  God's  vaiious 
workings  on  the  minds  :0>^.iQepi.  b^  his  word,  and 
|)y  his  pr^iden^,    '•  KfWW/yonRiWork,"      . 
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'  S.  When  he  has  the  testimony  of  his  own  con- 
9cience,  and  that  of  otliers,  to  his  diligence^  and  self*' 
denying  labours  in  the  work  assigned  him^  Or!- 
study  to  lay  open  your  very  soul  in  your  work ;  'add 
let  thepeojde  of  your  charge  plainly  see  you'r'in"> 
ward  strong . affection,  in  the  painful  labours' by* 
which  you  s^ek  their  good.  Do  not  set  limits  M* 
your  active  services,  and  think  of  doing  no  move 
than  your  engagements  with  your -people  requw^j' 
Remember^  you  serve  the  Lord  Jesus.  Serve  Himi 
with  your  spirit,  and  then  you  will  never  think  you' 
bavo  done  enough,  till  you  have  rendered  unto  \AvA\ 
according  to  the  immeasurable  obligations  his  graed' 
has  laid  you  under ;  till  you  ''love  the  Lord  with 
ail  your  heart,  with  all  your  mind,  and  with  all  your 
strength." 

Never  stoop  to  serve  your  temporal  interests,-  by 
the  mean  arts  of  flattery.     Let  no  worldly  prudence 
restrain  you  from  the  faithful  ministration  of  Divine' 
Truth.  Let  the  Word  of  God  have  its  "  free  counte;^ » 
Let  it  be  your  ambition  to  be  able  to  say  with  a  good' 
grace,    in  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  consciences''  of 
your  people,  *'  We  seek  not  yours,  but  you.*'    And  * 
if  you  have  to  do  with  ingenuous  minds,  their  eon^ 
sciousness  of  the  purity  of  your  intentions  will  stimu- 
late th^m  to  every  due  and  grateful  return.  You  wilt^ 
havci  moreover,  inexpressible  satisfiEietion  in  leaving"^ 
your  work  with  >your  Master.     He  will  never  fai^tlS^ 
care  for  those  who  serve  him  withsingleness  of  hearts'' 
S^t  PbuFs  example  before  you,    and  covet  Hi^^ 


364  B0WD£N*8  KEMAtNS. 

heartfelt  satisfaction  which  an  address  to .  the  people 
of  your  charge,  like  that  of  his  to  the  elders  of 
Ephesus,  mast  secure; — '^  Ye  know  from  the  first ^ 
day  that  I  came  into  Asia,  after  what  manner  I  have 
been  with  you  at  all  sec^sous,  serving  the  Lord  witb 
all.  humility  of  mind,  and  with  many  tears  and 
temptations  . ..  •  and  how  I  kept  back  nothing  that 
was  profitable  unto  ypu,  but  have  shewed  you, 
and  have  taught* you  publicly,  and  from  bouse  to 
house . . ,  Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day, 
that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men."  Herein 
you  will  find  *^  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
upderstandipg." — A  minister  need  not  to  be  aahamedy 

3.  When  his  skill  and  laborious   diligence    wpe  ' 
seen  in  hb  works  themselves :  **  Let  thy  works  praise 
tliee," 

It  is,  I  trust,  by  the  special  direction  of  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  that  your  lot  is  cast  in  this  part  of. 
his  husbandry ;  and  here,  you  are  apprized,  a  great: 
deal  of  labour  will  be  required.  Here  is  ground^  that' 
has  long  lain  fallow,  to  be  broken  up,  and  clearedl 
of  thorns  and  briars  and  injurious  weeds )  benoe^ 
if  you  would  '^  eat  bread,"  it  must  be  '^  in^the^sweat; 
of   your    brpw."      Ignorance  and  vice,   in  nuuiy.  «- 
deplorable  instances,  may  ofier  a  strong  reaistaacos 
to^  your  most  painful  labours.    You  may  meet  wtlftl/ 
heart-breaking  discouragements :  your  most  ftitteiinf^  i 
hopes  may  be  blasted ;  Satan  may  catch  away  tbe 
seed  you  sow  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  or  firom  year 
fP  ye^t  QjP  thorns  apd  briars  may  choke  it :  blindn 
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Bess  of  miad  and  hardness  of  heart,  the  love  of  the 
world  and  the  love  of  sin,  may  resist  the  labours  of 
your  soul :  but  remember,  to  labour  is  yours;  ^^  to 
give  the  increase  "  is  God's.  Remember  the  promise 
too:  ^'  He  thatgoeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  pre- 
cious seed»  shall,  doubtless,  come  again  with  rejoiciogt 
bringing  his  sheaves  with  him."  Persevering  labour, 
prompted  by  the  love  of  Christ,  and  directed  with 
a  single  eye  to  God's  glory,  will  not  fail,  in  God's 
time,  and  in  God's  way,  of  an  ample  return.  Re* 
member,  and  look  upward,  with  longing  desire  and 
prayer,  till  from  the  Throne  of  God  that  high  com* 
mand  shall  proceed ;  ^/  Drop  down,  ye  heavens,  from' 
above,  and  let  the  skies  pour  down  righteousness ; 
let  the  earth  open,  and  let  them  bring  forth  salvation,* 
and  let  righteousness  spring  up  together."  Should: 
it  please  God  to  give  you  a  labouring  soul — a  soul 
that  shall  travail  in  birth  for  the  people  of  your 
charge,  until  '^  Christ  be  formed  in  them,"  it  will  be 
a  happy  omen  of  such  a  blessing.  And  under  the 
influence  of  such  a  blessing,  what  a  delightful  change 
may  soon  appear !  ^*  The  wilderness  and  the  solitary 
place  shall  be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desart  shall 
i^joice  and  blossom  as  the  rose ;  it  shall  blossom 
abundantly  and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  singing." 
Where,  ignorance  and  profaneness,  the  love  of  the 
world,  and  the  practice  of  vice  in  all  its  hateful  forms, 
are  now  found,  you  may  be  delighted  in  seeing  ^^  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  your 
Lord/'  the  fear  of  God,  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
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practice  of  universal  holiness.  The  diffusiogof  the 
Mvour  of  Jesus'  name;  in  your  ministry,  may  one  day 
be^ectual  to  the  quickening  and  salvation  of  many 
aouls  that  are  now  '^  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins;'' 
and  you  may  live  and  die  an  acknowledged  blessing 
to  the  country  around  yon. 

It  is  recorded  of  Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  that  *'  ivbeo 
ke  went  to  Kidderminster,  he  found  the  place  like  a 
piece  of  dry  and  barren  earth.  Ignorance  and  pro« 
ftmeness,  as  natives  of  the  soil,  grew  very  luxoriant ; 
Ikit^  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  labour  and 
cultivating,  thci  fiice  of  paradise  appeared  there  in 
all  the  fruits  of  righteousness.  Rage  and  malice 
ereatQd  hkn  much  opposition  at  first,^  but  at  length 
his  ipwearied  pains  were  orowned  with  unexpected 
«access."  What  honour  is  done  him  in  the  following 
part  of  this  testimony !  ^^  When  he  first  came 
tfaither,  there  might  perhaps  be  a  family  *  in  a  street 
tfiati  worshipped  God ;  but  when  be  came  mray, 
tbere  was  not  above  a  family  on  the  side  of  a  street 
ttiat  did  not  do  it"  ^'  He  had  six  hundred  commu* 
tiitants ;  and  there  were  but  few  families  in  the 
wiiole  town  but  what  submitted  to  his  private  cate- 
chising and  personal  conference."  Ah !  how  the 
glory  of  an  Alexander  or  a  Caraar  vanishes' in  tlie 
lustre  of  such  beneficence  as  this !  What  a  ground 
of  rejoicing;  will  you  have,  living  and  dyin^  if  any 
thing  like  so  plentiful  an  harvest  should  o^ownyour 
labours  here ! 

You  will  have  aa  interior  (daBtatioii — afgtfdea» 
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enclosed: — a  church  of  professing  Christians,  avow- 
edly separated  from  the  world,  who  have  said  unto 
Jesus,  ^'Lord,  we  will  follow  thee  whithersoever  thou 
goest"     May  Cod  grant  a  large  increase  of  their 
number ! — of  those  who  truly  live  by  iaitii  in  the  Son 
of  God;  ^^  plants  of  his  own  right  hand  planting  T' 
Yet  let  not  your  solicitude  for  increased  numbers- 
lead  to  hasty  and  injudicious  admissions.     '^  Look 
diligently,  lest  any  man  fail  of  the  grace  of  God  ;• 
lest  any  root  of  bitterness  springing  up  trouble  you, 
and  thereby  many  be  defiled.*'     When  members  of) 
churches  appear  igqora^t  of  God's  method  of  sal- 
vation, and  have  not  received  the  truth  in  the  love  of 
it;    when  they  are  worldly-minded^    sensual,   nob 
having  the  Spirit;  especially,  when  their  outward; 
walk  demonstrates  to  all  around  them  that  they  are. 
under  the  dominion  of  vile  affections  and  lusts ;  the: 
reputation  of  reli^on  suffers,  humble  inquirers  are. 
discouraged,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  grieved,  and  we  are 
not  to   wonder  if  the  curse  of  barrenness  appear 
awfully  and  effectually  to  resist  laborious  toil,  and] 
disappoint  every  expectation. 

Let  not  the  Head  of  the  €hurch,  in  this  respect, 
bftye  to  repty  to  your  prayers  and  your  tears,  *'  I 
have  somewhat  against  thee."  If  the  abomidar 
tion  of  deflation  be  set  up  in  the  temple,  '^  tiiOf 
glory  Js  departed."  If  ypu  would  invite  him  into  bis 
garden,  it  must  be  cleansed ;  the  wild  gourd  vomits 
AOt  occupy  tbfi  place  of  the  noble  vine.  The  Chufch 
oCtiChrist;^  iq  her  sted&st  oppositioi^  to  sin^^  mustibo; 
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"  terrible  as  an  array  with  banners."  And  when 
tbb  is  the  case,  she  will,  in  the  glory  which  Christ 
puts  upon  her,  be  ''  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the 
siin/'  Be  it  your  care  that  such  be  the  character  of 
the  church  over  which  you  are  made  overseer. 
You  will  find  those,  I  trust,  among  its  members  who 
"  will  strengthen  your  hands  in  God/*  Someyou 
will  find  capable  of  filling  an  important  office,  and 
going  hand  in  hand  with  you  in  the  good  work;  and 
all,  I  hope,  will  see  and  remember,  that  '^  the  temple 
of  the  Lord"  must  be  "  holy,  which  temple  ye  are." 
According  to  the  measure  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
given  you,  you  arc  called  to  labour  in  edifying  and 
beautifying  the  church  of  the  living  God.  Be  soli- 
dtous  that  your  skill  and  your  labour  appear  in  the 
cboiceand  in  the  use  of  the  aptest  expedients,  whereby 
to  recover  from  nature's  ruins  materials  for  the  Lord's 
temple.  Be  it  your  concern  that  these  materials, 
prepared,  and  improved,  and  rightly  disposed,  shew 
that  you  are  a  workman;  ^^  a  workman  that  needeth  not 
to  be  ashamed/'  And  let  your  skill  especially  appear 
in  securing  the  union  of  every  stone  with  the  Foun- 
dation; for  whatever  in  this  building  does  not  rest 
on'  that  living  Stone,  so  as  to  be  sustained  and 
enlivened  thereby ;  however  specious  and  beautiful 
it  may  for  a  while  appear  in  the  eyes  of  beholders, 
will  be  washed  away  and  perish  when  the  floods 
shall  come  and  the  storms  arise, 
.  In  near  connection  with  this  sentiment  stands 
another    excellency    of   the    ministerial  chamcter 
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the  word  of  truth/'  ^^  It  is  required  of  a  steward^ 
that  a  man  be  found  faithful/'  Be  it  your  soli- 
citude rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth. — This 
comprehends  several  particulars  of  important 
counsel. 

L  See  to  it  that  the  doctrine  you  preach  be  the 
"  word  of  truth/*  May  you  never  be  "  of  them  who 
corrupt  the  word  of  God;''  who  preach  anodier 
gospel.  You  will  never,  I  hope,  be  satisfied  with 
amusing  your  audience  with  dry  speculations  or 
mere  moral  essays.  You  come  to  open  to  them  the 
purpose  and  the  grace  of  God  from  everlasting; 
to  represent  unto  them  the  provision  and  ope* 
ration  of  that  grace ;  to  speak  to  them  ^f  words  by 
which  they  may  be  saved/'  You  come  with  a 
treaty  of  reconciliation ;  to  publish  to  them  an  as* 
sirance,  that  '^  God  is  in  Christ  reconciling  the 
world  to  himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses 
unto  them;"  and,  '^  in  Chrbt's  stead,"  to  beseech 
them  to  be  *'  reconciled  to  God/' 

Then  "  search  the  Scriptures/'  You  have  in  them 
a  plain  and  simple  revelation  from  Heaven.  It  is  of 
universal  concernment,  and  of  everlasting  import- 
ance, and  therefore  suited  to  every  capacity.  You 
have  there  a  certain  and  determinate,  an  infallible 
and  unalterable,  rule  of  faith.  Fully  satisfied, 
therefore,  of  the  Divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures, 
^*  let  every  thought  bow  and  adore/'  Keep  back 
nothing  of  God'«  truth.     Let  every  part  have  ita 
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4i}e  weight  Examine  the  Tecords  of  iiie^diiindr, 
aod  you  will  gather  tiiettce,  that  true  reK^pon,  ill 
the  internal  and  esseifttial  parts  of  it,  has  been,  id  all 
iigeB  and  countries,  the  same :  tiiat  patriarchs  aiid 
prophets,  Jews  and  Ga[itiles,  aposties  and  martoj^n^ 
have  drank  into  the  same  spirit,  and  beeh  iaihi* 
enced  by  the  same  precious  ttulh,  though  pnder 
diSecent  degrees  of  discovery. 

Especially  sit  at  the  feet  of  Jtsim.  Thefe,  you 
mJI  best  gain  ''the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revtkjtion 
in  the  knowledge  of  him  :  "  there  you  will  rooetve 
Ab  most  impressive  discoveries  of  his  glory  and 
his  love:  and  thereby  you  will  be  treasuriiig  up 
the  cordial  satisfaction  which  Paul,  under  fixture 
discouragements,  found  in  that  refiectioni'^-^*^  And  T^ 
brethren,  when  I  came  to  you,  came  not  witii  ok* 
cellency  of  speech  or  of  wisdom,  declaring  anto  you 
the  testimony  of  God :  for  I  deterdiined  not  to 
know  any  thing  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christy  and 
him  crucified.  And  I  was  with  you  in  weakness 
and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling:  and  my 
speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  entidng 
words  of  man's  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of 
the  Spirit  and  with  power;  that  your  £aidi  sfaouid 
not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power 
of  God." 

2,  Take  heed    that   you  dispense  the  word  of 
truth  in  the  most  clear  and  convincing  manner. 

Appear  to  labour  in  the  word  and  doctrine,  and 
let  the  particular  subjects  you  discourse  of  be  well 
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digested;  thelfiruit  of  dose  thought  and  study ;  and 
well  supported  by  the  testimony  of  Scripture.  '*  Let, 
no  man  despise  thy  youth/* 

3.  Be  it  your  concern  to  dispense  the  word  of 
truth  in  the  most  serious  and  importunate,  m  the 
most  affectionate  and  edifying,  manner.  Not  barely 
as  one  who  has  studied  divinity  in  the  schoob  tif 
tlie  prophets,  but  as  one  who  is  savingly  tau^  6£ 
God ;  who  hath  ^^  seen  with  his  eyes,  who  hath 
looked  upon,  and  whose  hands  have  handled  of  the 
wcurd  of  life :"  as  one  who  deeply  feels  his  subject^ 
and  who  labours  to  speak  to  the  understanding  and 
to  the  heart 

4.  Be  careful  to  give  io  every  one  his  own  par^ 
iion.  .  Avoid  a  .general  and  undistinguishing  form 
of  address.  Consider  well  the  character  and  con^ 
dition  of  those  to  whom  you  speak.  Adapt  youcself 
to  their  particulasr  tempers  and  capacities.  Let  the 
Mnner  and  the  saint,  the  proud  Pharisee  and  die 
brokenrhearted  pubtican,  the  backslider  in  heart 
and  tbs  devout  believer,  the  strong  and  the  weak^ 
find  that  they  are  not  overlooked  in  your  mini* 
strations. 

Especially,  represent  to  every  one  the  sin  and 
misery  of  man's  natune,  and  the  deep  depravity  of 
his  heart,  and  proclaim  that  all  may  hear  the 
riches  of  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus ;  the 
love  of  a  dying  Saviour;  the  yearning  bowels  of 
his  compassion,  and  his  ability  ^^  to  save  to  the  utter* 
most  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him." 


£7S  BOWHEN's  REJtfAINS. 

Divide  the  word  of  truth,  not  only  puMidy,  b^t 
from  bouse^  to  house.  Mr.  John  Welsh,  a  devost 
minister  of  the  last  century  in  Scotland,  surprised 
jn  his  retirem(*nts  by  an  intimate  friend  who  found 
him  overwhelmed  with  grief,  replied  to  his  affectionaie 
inquiries,  '^  I  have  that  to  press'on  me  which  you  bftve 
not ;  I  have  thousands  of  souls  to  answer  for,  and 
know  not  how  it  is  with  many  of  them.*'  Seek 
to  know  the  state  of  your  flock,  and  seize  every 
favourable  opportunity  of  getting  at  their  hearts. 
Take  pains  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  habituiAy 
serious,  and  edifying  conversation,  whether  in  your- 
self or  in  others ;  and  cultivate  a  habit  of  conversing 
with  tliem,  as  a  minister  of  Jesus,  as  one  whose  soul 
labours  for  their  good.  Omit  no  opportunity  of 
closing  your  visits  with  prayer. 

Let  the  poor  and  the  afflicted  of  your  flock  bear 
you  witness  that  you  have  the  mind  of  Christ,  that 
you  are  touched  with  a  feeling  of  their  infirmities^ 
and  ever  ready  to  carry  the  instructions  and  con- 
solations of  tlie  word  of  truth,  where  they  are  moat 
needed,  and  are  likely  to  be  most  valued.' 

You  will  sometimes  be  called  to  visit  tlie  house  of 
mourning :  let  it  be  seen  that  you  can  "  weep  with 
those  who  weep.''  There  open  the  treasures  of  "  the 
word  of  truth,"  and  shew  how  effectually,  to  him  that 
believeth,  they  can  repair  the  most  dbtressfiil 
breaches,  and  cheer  the  horrors  of  the  tomb.  Remem- 
ber how  tenderly  Jesus  wept,  and  how  profitably  be 
taught,  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus.     On  all /Mneral 
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iH:casiojfiSy  study  to  appear  the  sympathising  friend, 
and  the  godly  minister  ;  giving  to  the  soldnn  trophies 
of  death  a  voice,  to  proclaim  Sin  the  destroyer,  and 
Jesus  the  Saviour.  Your  endeavours  to  sanctify 
these  seasons,  likewii^,  may  be  greatly  assisted  by 
prayer. 

The  baptism  of  children,  too,  deserves  to  be  en- 
gaged in  with  great  seriousness  and  devotion.  The 
indiscriminate  administration  of  this  ordinance,  to 
tne  appears  a  prostitution  greatly  to  be  deplored. 
Parents  ought  to  be  well  informed  of  tlie  nature  of 
that  covenant  of  which  baptism  is  a  seal ;  of  that 
faith  which  they  profess,  and  of  those  obligations  which 
they  solemnly  bring  themselves  under.  Previous 
and  very  serious  conversation  to  this  end,  you  will 
find  expedient;  sometimes  it  may  be  found  savingly 
beneficial. 

You  will,  I  hope,  be  also  encouraged  in  your  en- 
-^eavours  to  prwnode  family  worship,  till  there  shall 
1)6  an  altar  in  die  dwelling  of  every  professor. 

The  **  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth  "  will 
in  nothing  be  attended  with  more  difiiculty  than  in 
fkinisterfng  pergonal  reproof.  You  would  not  act  the 
pfLtt  of  a  faithful  watchman,  were  you  to  suffer  sin 
to  remain  on  your  brMher ;  but  while  iaithfol  friend- 
ship marks  the  sin,  let  wisdom  choose  the  season, 
and  love  appear  to  dictate  the  censure  you  exprass. 

The  thUdnen  bxiA  yonng  peopk  of  ytWr  tm/^e- 
gMlon  TMSjH  have  th*ir  portion  too  of  the  word  «f 
Irtfth.   "  the  Chief  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  soul^  *' 
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gathers  '^  the  Iambs  in  bis  arms,  and  carries  tbew 
in  his  bosmr)/'  The  soil  of  man's  heart  naturaUy 
produces  vice :  cultivation  is  necessary;  and  the  oaeans 
of  cultivation  are  employed,  with  the  fairest  pros- 
pects of  success,  in  early  life*  The  practice  of  car 
techising  deserves  to  be  spoken  of  with  the. highest 
recommendation,  as  belonging  to  the  good  old  way, 
wherein  multitudes  have  found  grace  and  heaves. 
It  i»  wcM^thy  of  your  ambition,  in  this  respect,  to 
be  apt  to  teach,  and  able  to  find  ready  access  to  the 
minds  of  children  by  aifectionate  and  instructive  dis- 
course. Itisatalenttobeheld  innocommonestimatioii. 
Your  judicious  endeavours,  in  this  way,  may  awaken 
the  attention  of  parents  to  neglected  duty,  whoM 
exertions  would  greatly  contribute  to  strengtbea 
your  bands.  Perhaps  some  plan  of  more  extended 
utility  may  be  adopted  and  encouraged,  to  instruct 
the  minds  of  the  young,  and  to  direct  their  morab. 

But  O  my  son,  my  brother  in  the  Gospel !  look 
well  to  yourself  and  your  household.  Take  heed 
that  you  exhibit  in  your  temper,  and  in  your  life, 
the  doctrine  you  preach  and  the  counsel  you  g^ve. 
Let  your  hearers  see  in  you  the  blessed  influence  of 
true  religion,  the  lovely  and  beneficial  character 
of  the  Christian.  ''  Be  thou  an  example  of  be-^ 
lievers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit^ 
in  faith,  in  purity." 

You  know  who  hath  promised,  ''  If  a  man  love 
me,  he  will  keep  my  words ;  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him  and  mak^  our 


abode  with  him/'    This  promise  compreheDcIs  all 
that  is  desirable.     All  will  be  well  in  prosperity  and 
in  adversity,  health  or  sickness,  life  or  death,  if  God 
be  with  you.     Oh !  be  concerned  in  fervent  duty 
to  invite  his  presence,  and  secure  his  blessing.    Let 
others  see,  in  the  order  of  your  hoflse,  what  a  Chris- 
tian family  ought  to  be.     Let  them  see  you  walk 
before  your  house,  as  one  whose  great  solicitude  it  is 
to  lead  them  ''to  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  your 
exceeding  joy."     Let  them  see  in  you  the  advantage 
^md  excellence  of  the  Christian  temper  in  time  of 
:^amily  trial.     Let  them  see  the  pillar  of  cloud  and 
iire  on  your  tabernacle,  and  say,  ''  How  goodly  are 
^hy  tents,  O  Israel!  and  thy  tabernacles,  O  Jacob!" 
Xet  your  practice  proclaim  aloud  your  resolution^ 
**  As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord/' 
^nd  if  God  thus  give  you  the  spirit  of  the  covenant^ 
^ou  may,  I  think,  joyfully  and  thankfully  regard  it 
an  earnest  of  his  **  pouring  his  Spirit  on  your 
eed,  and  his  blessing  on  your  offspring." 
But  there  are  others  whom  I  must  recommend 
your  compassionate  notice,  in   ''  rightly  divide 
:lng  the  word  of  truth : "  I  mean,  the  many  in  the 
:£dds  and  villages  around  you,  who,  from  ignorance^ 
^or disinclination,  or  inability,  live  without  the  GoapeL 
JProbably  they  do  not  know  their  need  of  a  Savioor : 
^ey  are  ''  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge."    But 
^*  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  save  that 
which  is  lost"    Oh,  how  affectionately  and  pain- 
folly  u%  sought  them  in  his  personal  ministry!  ''And 
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When  he  saw  the  multitude,  he  was  moved  with  com* 
^sskih  oh  tbem^  because  tb^y  fainted^  add  were 
fidtttered  abr6ad  as  sheep  having  no  eih^herd/' 
Now  I  hope  he  is  coming,  in  the  agency  of  his  Spirit 
on  the  minds  of  his  ministers.  Oh^  if  he  put  his 
Spirit  upon  you^^ou  will  think  little  of  labours  and 
condescensions,  and  reproaches^  if  you  might  but  be 
honoured  of  God  as  his  instrument  in  the  salvation  of 
precious  souls. 

Now,  my  son,  my  brother^  a  precious  telent^  a 
talent  of  high  estimation,  *'the  glorious  Gospel  of 
fche  blessed  God/'  is  committed  to  your  trust  It  h 
committed  to  you  to  be  kept;  not  like  thetniser^s 
Wealth,  which  is  secured  by  locks,  and  fteyi,  and  bars, 
or  hidden  in  the  earth ;  but  like  saidy  which  is  best 
preserved,  whidi  indeed  can  onlyM  long  preiorVed, 
by  being  sown«  In  this  view,  **  tiiert  is  that  scat- 
tereth,  and  yet  incrfeasedi."  ''  Cast  tby  bread/'  then, 
the  food  of  tb6  soul,  ^^  on  th&  watefs^^'on  die  watery 
furrows,  where  s^nde  and  reason  would  {tronounce 
it  lost,  ^^  and  thou  shalt  find  it  after  manjr  days/' 
Scatter  it  in  public  ministratioiis  snd  in  private  tisitt, 
in  all  places  and  at  all  times.  '^  In  €be  morning  sow 
thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  tty  hatid ; 
for  thou  kn6west  not  whether  shall  pMsp^^  liillMr 
this  or  that,  or  whether  they  both  shall  be  alike 
good/'  And  may  God  bless  the  springing  theneof  t 

Th^e  is  a  further  object  of  laudable  tmMffOh 
oiMitahiNgd  in  our  text)  to  which  I  hope  your  lrf6\vs 
will  be  especially  directed :  and  that  iSy . 
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'^  To  B^  APPROVED  or  GoD:"  *'  Study  to  shew 
thyself  approved  unto  God."  Dr.  Doddridge  read^ 
it,  ''  Make  it  thy  diligent  endeavour  to  set  thyself 
before  God  approved."  You  will  not  he  indifferent 
about  the  approbation  of  mep :  you  will  prize  Ijhe 
esteem  of  good  men  :  you  will  endCavour  to  '^  recoior 
mend  yourself  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the  sigh^ 
of  God."  But  **  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ." 
You  look  to  Him  for  your  work,  your  sufficiency,  and 
your  reward. 

This  admoniiion  comprehends  two  particulars. 

First.  Present  yourself  before  God  in  the  services 
you  perform,  and  consider  yourself  as  acting  by  hi^ 
authority  and  under  his  eye.  Endeavour  to  realize 
his  greatness,  his  transcendant  glory:  itwill  be  an  effec- 
tual cure  for  a  light  and  trifling  spirit :  it  will  command 
deep  seriousness  and  circumspection  to  remember^ 

Awake,  asleep,  at  home*  abroad, 
I  am  surrounded  still  with  God. 

What  deep  reverenoe  do  the  angels  ex  press,  wh^ 
behold  God  s  awful  and  unveiled  glories  !  And  how 
reverent  should  be  pur  temper  and  carriage  under 
tbeimmediate  and  continued  inspection  of  the  *^  holy, 
holy,  holy,  Ix>rd  God  Almighty  1"  How  should  w^ 
fear  his  displeasure;  bow  should  we  study  his  will; 
witli  what  care  and  diligeoce  sliould  we  seek  to 
please  Him ! 

These  ideas  will,  likewise,  be  the  best  antidote  to  the 
feai*  of  man.  '^  The  fear  of  man  bringeth  a  snare,"  and 
too  often  restrains  us  from  the  rig^it  and  faitMul  dis- 
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charge  of  duty ;  but  '*  who  art  thou  that  thou  shouldst 
be  afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the  son  ofman 
which  shall  be  made  as  grass;  and  forgettest  the  Lord 
tliy  Maker,  that  hath  stretched  fortli  the  heavens,  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth?"  "  Be  not  afraid 
of  their  terror,  nor  be  troubled,  but  sanctify  the  Lord 
God  in  your  heart/'  The  slavish  fear  of  man  is  a 
plant  that  thrives  most  in  those  who  live  afar  es* 
tranged  from  God  :  it  cannot  exist  under  the  strong 
beams  of  his  awfully  glorious  Majesty.  I  have  often 
contemplated  with  admiration  the  fixed,  the  un- 
daunted resolution  of  the  prophet  Michaiah.  In  an 
evil  day,  he  is  called  to  deliver  the  mind  of  God 
before  an  august  assembly.  Two  mighty  monarchs, 
flattered  by  crowds  of  apostate  priests  wait  only  for 
his  sanction  to  pursue  their  favourite  project  Un* 
moved  by  the  representations  of  the  royal  messenger 
who  tampered  with  him  by  the  way ;  unimpressed 
by  the  grandeur  of  the  assembly,  the  knoun  hatred 
which  the  king  of  Israel  bore  him,  and  his  expected 
resentment;  he  rises  in  conscious  dignity  for,  very 
far,  above  nobles  and  kings,  and,  with  a  firmness 
which  the  world  has  no  power  to  shake,  pronounces 
the  decree  of  Heaven.  And  what  is  it  which» 
under  circumstances  trying  as  these  truly  were,  has 
given  him  this  superiority  to  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
and  raised  him  so  high  above  the  fear  of  man  ?  It  is 
the  vision  of  the  King  of  kings.  He  cannot  feel  the 
impression  of  these  shadows  of  greatness,  because 
he  i$  just  come  from — rather,  he  is  this  tnstfuit  in,  the 
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presence  of  Infinite  Majesty.  ^^  I  saw  the  Lord  sitting 
on  his  Throne,  and  aH  the  hosts  of  heaven  standing 
before  him  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left !"  Oh 
what  can  that  man  fear,  what  arduous  services  is  he 
not  prepared  to  undertake,  whose  soul  is  filled  with 
the  majesty  and  greatness  of  his  G  od  !  ^  By  failh 
Moses  forsook  Egypt,  not  fearing  the  wrath  of  th0 
king;  for  he  endured  as  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible.** 
Fear  God  therefore,  and  Him  alone. 

Further :  Call,  to  mind  his  encouraging  premises, 
his  infinite  sufficiency,  and  his  truth :  these  will  in* 
spire  you  with  confidence  and  courage.  You  are 
called  to  a  work,— shall  I  rather  say,  you  are  called 
to  a  conflict  ? — of  all  others  the  most  arduous.  You 
are  called  to  com\)at  the  deeply-rooted  prejudices  of 
mankind ;  to  preach  a  doctrine  which  carnal  reason 
brands  as  foolishness ;  to  oppose  the  strong  bias  of 
depraved  nature,  the  stream  of  popular  opinion  and 
custom.  You  are  sent  to  caVl  men  to  deny  them- 
selves in  their  prevailing  inclinations  and  habits,  to 
*^  crucify  the  flesh  with  its  affections  and  lusts/'  to 
*'  cut  off  the  right  hand,  and  pluck  out  the  right  eye,'' 
and  pursue  after  hap[»nes8,  in  a  path  directly  in 
opposition  to  *'  the  course  of  this  world."  You  are 
sent  to  "  wrestle  not"  oriy  ***  with  flesh  and  blood, 
but  with  principalities,  with  powers,  with  spiritual 
wickednesses  in  high  places ;"  to  combat  the  longp 
practised  wiles  of  the  old  serpeat,  and  withstand  the 
influence  whereby  deluded  multitades  are  ^^  led  cap* 
tive  by  him  at  his  wM." 
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The  everlasting  state  of  precious  souls,  under  your 
ministry,  will  be  determined  by  the  regard  they  pay 
to  the  Gospel  you  preach.     Some,  I  trust,  receiving 
it  witli  faith  and  love,  will  be  raised  to  eternal  ho* 
pours ;  while  others,  it  is  to  be  feared,  by  their  care* 
less  or  contemptuous  neglect  of  it,  will  be  plunged 
into  dreadful  deeps  of  eternal  woe.    If  you  are  faith- 
ful, you  will  be  ^^  unto  God  a  sweetsavour  of  Christ, 
in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish  :'*  to 
the  one  you  will  be  '^  the  savour  of  death  unto  death, 
to  the  other  of  life  unto  life."    We  shall  not  wonder 
if  your  soul,  awed  by  the  solemnity  of  these  prospects, 
should  cry,   '^  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?*' 
Yon  feel  the  weight  of  such  considerations  as  these  ; 
I  doubt  not  but  you  are  already'  conversant  with 
difficulties  and  discouragements.     Your  difficulties 
may  appear  yet  more  formidable — 'fruitless  labours, 
blasted  hopes,  nay,  and  faithless  friends,  may  bur- 
den your  soul.      Then  '^  cast  thy  burden  on  the 
Lord ;   he  shall  sustain  thee.*'     In  the  day  of  trial 
remember  whom  you  serve.  Remember  the  gracious 
'words  by  which  he  has  encouraged  your  expectations, 
your  most  enlarged  expectation^,  from  him. — Did 
he  give  you  your  commission  ?  He  kindly  said,  "  Lo 
I  aqa  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.'* 
•'-Did  he  see  you  discouraged  by  a  consciousness  of 
your  own  frailty  ?    He  swe^etly  said,  '^  My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee,  for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  io 
weakness.  "-^D  id  he  see  you  starting .  back  from  an 
enterprise  so  arduous,  a  conflict  to  whicl)  you  saw 
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Tourself  entirely  unequal  ?  You  can  remember  too^ 
I  trust,  bow  be  was  pleased  to  give  you  a  glimpse 
of  his  glory,  of  his  all-sufficiency,  and  graciously 
said,  ^^  Go  in  this  my  might!*' 

Did  be  see  you  realizing  untried  paths  of  diffi^ 
culty,  and  counting  upon  scenes  of  increased  dis- 
quietude? Remember,  too,  bow  be  rebuked  your 
distrustful  fears,  saying,  ^^  No  man  goeth  to  warfare 
at  his  own  charges."  ^'  Thy  shoes  shall  be  iron  and 
brass,  and  as  thy  day  so  shall  thy  strength  be.*'  ^'  I 
will  hold  thy  right  hand,  and  say.  Fear  not,  for  I 
will  help  thee  1" 

O  never  forget  his  promise !  Never  lose  sight  of 
dje  Promiser !  In  every  arduous  service,  in  every 
fresh  difficulty  and  danger,  remember  whose  cause 
you  are  engaged  in,  and  where  is  your  treasured 
sufficiency. 

Again :  Represent  to  your  admiring  soul,  his  good- 
ness— his  immeasurable  grace  and  love.  It  will  in* 
spire  you  with  zeal ;  it  will  prepare  your  heart  for 
arduous  and  painful  services.  There  may  come  a 
time,  when  the  fervour  of  your  love  shall  be  n^ 
laxed,  your  heart  grow  cold.  Motives  may  be 
wanting  to  rouse  yoyr  languid  spirit.  Then,  remem- 
ber the  love  of  Christ;  the  condescensions,  the 
labours,  the  reproaches,  the  agonies,  the  cursed 
death  he  willingly  submitted  to  for  your  sake.  Re- 
member the  misery,  the  wrath,  the  bell  from  which  be 
ransomed  you-^the  grace,  the  covenant,  the  heaven  of 
joy  and  glory  be  provided  for  you ;  and  remember 
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the    free^ .  the    discriminating,   the  wonderful 
plays  of  this  love  when  he  called  you  by  his  grace 
mnd  put  you   amoi^t  his  children.       Oh,    here 
is  enough,  for  ever  to  make  his  Name  to  be  as  oint* 
menC  poured  forth,  enough  for  ever   to  make  his 
yoke  easy  and  his  burden  light     May  you  and  I^ 
my  SOD,   feel,    as  Paul  felt,  the  influence  of  this 
motive ;  when  bis  soul,  borne  along  as  in  a  mighty 
stream,  amidst  labours  and  sufferings  and  ^ngera» 
incomparably  beyond  what  we  are  called  to  sustain, 
exclaimed,  ^^  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  me!" 
O  !  present  yourself  before  the  great  God  and  your 
Saviour ;   and  then  if  you  complain,  if  you  grieve, 
it  will   be  that  your  services  fall  infioitely  short  of 
your  obligations.     Should   temptation  at  any  time 
prevail,  and  your  backsliding  heart  be  drinking  in 
the  old  serpent's  poison,  and  ^'  going  after  its  oo^ 
vetousness ;  '*  if  Jesus  ^^  turn  and  affectionately  look 
upon  you,"     that  look  will  penetrate  your   very 
soul,  and  you  will  go  out  and  weep  bitterly.      If- 
the  dying  love  of  Jesus  be  represented  in  its  proper- 
energy  to  your  mind,    and  shed  abroad   lo  your 
heart,  you  will  feel  as  the  prophet  felt  when  the  live 
coal,  taken  from  off*  the  altar,  touched  his  lips — 
your  iniquity  will   be  purged  away — your  earthly, 
cold,  and  languid  spirit — your  evil  heart  of  unbelief 
— will  yield  to  the  constraining,  all-conqumng  power , 
of  a  Saviour's  love :    and  then,  whatever  service  is 
to  be  performed,  your  willing  soul,  prostrate  at  bis- 
feet,  will  cry,  "  Here  am  1 ;  send  me/' 
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Secondly,  Make  it  your  diligent  endeavour  to 
**  set  yourself  before  God  approved.'* 

1.  Let  him  see  that  your  heart's  desire  is,  to 
glorify  his  Name  in  ail  you  do.  Tb]6  b  what  God 
expects,  and  what  he  deserves  of  all  his  creatures : 
for  ''  of  him,  and  tlirough  him,  and  to  him,  are  all 
things.''  This  temper  he  beholds  in  the  superior 
order  of  his  messengers  and  ministers  :  '^  he  makes 
his  angels,  spirits ;  and  his  ministers  a  flame  of  fire  ;'* 
burning  with  zeal  for  the  honour  of  their  Lord.  And 
I  hope  something  like  this  is,  in  some  instances, 
found  in  the  church  on  earth.  O  that  you,  my 
son,  may  be  found  **  with  singleness  of  heart  serving 
the  Lord!  *'  Bear  this  sentiment  with  you ;  "  God 
will  estimate  your  services,  not  by  the  degree  of 
your  labour  or  your  suffering,  but  by  the  inward 
temper  of  your  soul."  "  I,  the  Lord,  search  the 
heart,  that  I  may  render  to  every  man  according  to 
the  things  done  in  the  body,  whether  they  have  been 
good  or  evil."  The  materials  you  bring  to  raise  the 
temple  of  the  Lord  must  be  tried  as  by  fire :  and, 
perhaps,  in  your  most  serious  moments,  you  will 
tremble  to  think  how  much  of  those  performances 
which  fellow-creatures  had  received,  even  with  ap- 
plause, and  which  your  own  heart  had  received  with 
complacency,  will  be  burnt  up  as  '^  wood,  hay,  and 
5tubble."  Oh,  search  your  own  heart,  try  your  own 
thoughts :  you  will  see  more  and  more  reason  to  ex* 
ircise  a  godly  jealousy  over  yourself.  Your  ripen* 
ing  years  will  exhibit  that  humbling   truth   in   a 
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i»l|t>DgQF,  much  btrooger,  light.  ^^  The  he^  is 
deceitful  above,  all  things,  and  desperately  wick- 
ed;  ^  and  instead  of  complaining  that  more  of  your 
labours  were  not  honoured  of  God,  you  may  be 
fishfiEned  of  all  of  them,  and  wonder  that  any  of  them 
riiuHild  hav^  been  noticed  with  approbation.  Remem- 
))€ir,  you  are  not  called  to  exhibit  yourself ;  to  call  the 
i^lRuring  eye  to  your  character,  your  g^fi4  your 
2eal:  but  you  are  to  exhibit  your  Master;: you  are 
to  tell  of  JiesQs'  love,  to  proclaim  his  glory  and  hi^ 
grace,  and  cry  to  all  around  you,  ^[  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God  ! "  O  labour  to  say  with  a  true  hearty 
^^  We  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord."  *^  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimpoy  of  our 
conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sinceTity, 
not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  gr&ce .  of  God, 
wc  have  had  our  conversation  in  tjbie  world/*  If  yo« 
have  gifts,  and  your  light  shine  before  mea,  learn 
with  Moses  to  put  on  the  veil ;  '^  Be  clothed  with 
humility-"  If  your  Lord  be  enthroned,  you  will  find 
a  sure  path  to  honour. 

j2.  Lict  him  see  you  humbly  bowing  befcwe  him, 
to  receive  your  commission,  and  to  be  appointed  to 
your  particular  work.  It  will  be  a  ground  of  ia- 
e^^pressible  satisfajction  to  know,  that  your  commb- 
sion  to  preach  the  Gospel  is  ratified  by  the  great 
seal  of  Heaven ;  and  that  you  are  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  take  on  you  the  work  of  the  mn- 
stry ;  for  whom  God  sends,  he  will  furnifih ;  ^ 
will  suatain ;  he  will  succeed ;  he  will  reward.    If 
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you  be  sent  of  God,  you  will  speak  as  one  who 
hath  authority.  Oh  be  solicitous  to  be  approved  ia 
his  sight  ! 

But  beside  your  general  commission,  be  con- 
tinually and  earnestly  looking  to  Him  for  a  par* 
ticular  message  to  the  souls  of  your  people  collec- 
tively and  individually.  Those  subjects  of  puWk 
discourse  you  will  find  the  best  chosen  whitb 
you  have  received  in  your  most  spiritual  converse 
with  your  people,  and  in  your  devoutest  approaches 
to  the  Divine  Oracle.  And,  as  to  theeveiitand  issue 
of  your  commission,  do  not  think  of  invading  the 
prerogative  of  God,  and  prescribing  and  controuling 
the  measures  of  bis  proceeding  i  rather,  in  low  pros^ 
tration  of  souU  lie  at  his  feet ;  and  though  your  cOtti'- 
mission,  as  that  of  IsaiAh,  be  A  very  painfiil  one, 
learn  to  say,  '*  Father,  glorify  thy  Name."  Be  wUi- 
ing  to  do  God's  work,  and  leave  the  issue  wkh 
him. 

Others  may  appear  to  labour  in  a  more  kindl}' 
soil,  and  under  the  more  bountiful  influences  of  Hea- 
ven ;  but  remember,  it  is  an  honour  to  be,  in  any 
service,  employed  by  such  a  Master^  *^  His  work 
is  honoumble  and  glorioud;"  nor  will  ''  his  pro*- 
mise  fail  for  evermore."  Remember,  Jesus  said,  *'^  I 
^m  not  come  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of 
him  who  sent  me.'^ 

3.    Let  him  see  that  you   are   devoutly  looking 

^to  himp,:and  to  him  aione,  for  your  ^u^ciemcy 

and  idr  your  recompetice. .  Take  heed  of  leaiaing'ttft 
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your  own  understanding,  or  of  trusting  your  own 
heart,  or  of  entertaining  a  thought  of  your  own  suf* 
ficiency.  You  are  now  venturing  on  the  waters; 
and  though  it  were  a  stormy  and  tempestuous  day, 
you  might  venture  in  the  faith  of  Him  under  whose 
feet  the  proud  waters  became  a  sea  of  chrystaL  But 
take  heed  Low  you  lose  sight  of  Jesus :  **  without'' 
him  ''  you  can  do  nothing."  Remember,  how  even 
Peter's  confidence  failed  him :  ^^  when  be  saw  the  wind 
boisterous,  he  was  afraid ;  and,  beginning  to  sink," 
he  cried,  *^  Lord  save  me."  But  you  need  him  not 
in  a  stormy  day  only,  but  every  day,  and  in  every 
duty  Alas  !  how  cold  and  languid  are  those  de- 
votions which  are  not  enlivened  by  his  Spirit;  and 
how  feeble  and  unimpressive  those  sermons  which 
are  the  unsanctified  efforts  of  the  preacher's  inge« 
nuity.  Be  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  what  it 
was  Paul's  glory  to  say,  "  Not  that  we  are  suffi- 
cient of  ourselves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves^ 
but  our  sufficiency  is  of  God." 

Look  upward!  Contemplate  with  delight,  the 
fulness  that  is  in  Christ.  Let  your  soul,  in  fervent  de- 
votion, drink  in  the  beams  of  light  and  grace  from 
that  heavenly  Sun.  In  every  duty,  go  forth  in  the 
strength  of  the  Lord  God;  and  then  you  nny 
press  forward  and  say,  Courage,  my  soul !  *'  I 
can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strength- 
eneth  me." 

Look  also  for  your  recompence,  as  well  as  your 
support,   not  from  man,   but  from  your  Master 
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io  heaven:    ^'  Cease  from  man/'    is  a  lesson  yon 
will  still  have  to  learn.      It  was  one  of  the  last 
lessons  we  find  Paul  learning  on  this  side  heaven. 
A  hard  lesson,  but  an  acquisition  highly  beneficial. 
Think  what  his  affectionate,  generous,  soul  must  have 
felt,  when,  in  the  trying  moment  of  his  appearjEuoce 
at  CsBsar^s  tribunal,  '^  all  men  forsook "  him ;  his 
dear  brethren  in  Christ ;  men  who  owed  their  own 
souls  unto  him.       Yet  this  was  kindly  permitted, 
to  give  him  a  brighter  display  of  the  power  and 
grace  of   Christ :     ''  Notwithstanding,    the  Lord 
stood  by  me,  and  strengthened  me,  and  I  was  de- 
livered out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion/*    O  my  son, 
my  brother,  there  is  in  Jesus  a  source  of  strength  and 
consolation   that   can  never  £Etil.       Live  near   to 
him;    live  by  faith  upon  him;    expect  all  from 
him.     You  may,  with  smiling  indifference,  see  the 
£urest  stars  lost  in  the  beams  of  that  glorious  Sun» 

4.  Let  your  Master  see  you  practically  conse* 
crated  to  his  service  ;  your  head,  your  heart,  your 
hands,  truly  devoted  to  his  glory ;  glad  to  improve 
every  opportunity  of  doing  or  of  getting  good ;  and 
replying  to  every  temptation  to  carnal  ease  and  sen* 
sual  indulgence,  ^*  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of 
Him  that  sent  me!'' 

6.  Let  him  see  that,  with  a  humble  and  a  grateful 
spirit,  you  give  him  the  glory  of  whatsoever  good  is 
done  in  you,  or  by  you.  Should  ^'  the  weapons  of 
your  warfare"    be  found    *^  mighty,"    and  victory 
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crown  your  conflict,  chide  the  mistaken  ardour  of  the 
captive  who  would  fall  at  your  feet,  and  say,  "  See 

thou  do  it  not Worship  God  :"  and  let  Him 

see  your  admiring  souls  together  prostrate  m  the 
field,  crying,  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto 
lis,  but  to  thy  Name  be  all  the  praise." 

Diligently  cultivate  a  frame  and  temper  of  sou), 
Buch  as  God  approves ;  and  every  daj,  and  in 
every  changing  circumstance,  reflect.  What  dotii 
the  Lord  my  God  require  of  me?  Study  his  will, 
and  endeavour  to  know  the  duty  of  every  relation, 
and  every  situation,  in  which  bis  providence  afaall 
place  you>  that  you  may  be  approved  in  his  sight. 
Love  all  men;  let  your  soul  be  all  benevolence; 
and  your  self-deny itig  labours  demonstrate  to  the 
people  of  your  chs^ge,  how  truly  you  are  their 
**  servant,  for  Jesua'  sake."  Convince  ev^ry  man 
you  are  not  hi6  ebemy,  though  you  tell  him  ^bt 
truth ;  that  you  love  his  soul ^  Uiough  you  cannot 
flatter  his  prejudices  and  hi^  follies ;  nay,  thoa^ 
you  severely  reprove  his  sins. 

This,  my  son,  my  brother,  is  the  way  to  be  bless* 
ed,  and  to  be  made  a  blessing ;  to  live  usefuUy>  and 
to  die  comfortably :  this  is  the  path  to  true  faonoixr, 
that  which  is  substantial  and  lasting,  the  hononr  which 
tometh  fr6m  God  ;  for  his  determination  is  fixed: 
'*  Him  that  honoureth  me,  I  will  honour;  and  biA 
that  despiseth  me,  shall  be  lightly  esteemed/'  Thds 
tarvmg  Gixl  .with  your  spirit,  you  may  apfieal  40 
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lliih  und^  all  censures ;  you  may  e jtpcct  support  from 
hun  under  whatever  opposition  you  may  meet  with. 
In  every  storm,  you  may  **  possess  your  soul  in  pa- 
tience ; ''  for  '^  the  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than 
the  noise  of  many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves 
of  the  sea."  Never  think  of  avoiding  trouble,  by 
flying  from  God  and  from  duty.  Jonah's  experience 
iliay  lead  you  to  expect  that  God  will  hurl  forth  a 
storm  to  arrest  the  fugiti\'e. 

In  the  smile  of  Heaven,  you  may  often  find  a  sweet 
ealm  on  earth.  God  will  bless  your  bread  and  your 
water ;  your  comforts,  and  your  crosses ;  your  fit- 
mily,  and  your  flock :  nay>  and  many  times,  ^*  when 
a  man's  ways  please  the  Lord,  he  maketh  his  very 
enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him.'* 

Improve  your  talent,  and  more  talents  will  be 
l^ven.  **  ^od  giveth  more  grace."  He  will  give  you 
more  of  himself  more  of  his  Spirit,  more  of  the 
irnag^  of  his  holiness ;  and  that  will  be  incompa* 
tably  better  than  the  applause  of  fellow-worms, 
6r  ibe  treasures  of  the  universfg.  He  may  cause 
your  prospects  to  wideb»  your  sphere  of  labour 
and  of  usefulness  to  be  enlarged;  and  make 
jou  *^  a  burning  and  shining  lights"  to  direct  many 
a  waHAerer  into  the  path  of  life,  and  cheer 
many  a  pilgrim  in  his  passage  to  heaven.  And 
all  thb  he  will  crown  with  a  flood  of  glor)- 
uid  joy,  poured  on  your  transported  soul,  when, 
amidst   the  awful  solemnities  of  the  great  judg*- 
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ment-day,  he  shall,  with  infinite  complacency,  mu3^ 
and  say,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant !  " — O  my  brother  in  the  Gospel,  make  it  yo^r 
diligent  endeavour  to  ^'  present  yourself  before  God 
approved." 

Suffer  me  to  close  nith  a  few  hints  of  general 
admonition. 

1.  Cultivate  a  veneration  for  the  Scriptures,  andt 
take  pains  to  become  familiar  with  them.  Rever& 
your  Bible  as  the  Book  of  God  ;  the  light  that  will 
infallibly  guide  you  ;  the  bread  that  vyill  strengthen 
you  ;  the  treasure  that  will  enrich  you.'  Read  the 
Scriptures  in  their  original  language,  with  tb?  eye 
of  a  critical  inquirer ; — but  especially  read  (beiQ  wUk 
the  heart  of  a  Christian,  a  believer ;  whose  faith,, 
whose  hope,  whose  j.oy,  whose  very  life,  muAt.be 
maintained  by  them.  Daily  and  hourly  stuciy  the 
Scriptures :  and  be  assured  of  this,  your  estewi 
of  them  will  increase  with  your  knowledge  aii4 
experience.  You  may  read  the  b^t  of  hmnaA 
compositions,  till  they  become  ahuQSt  in^pid  ;  yo^ 
tire,  you  w^ant  a  change ;  but  in  the  etero^  ^Qi:4 
of  the  etemal  God,  there  ia  a  mine  ef  jnstnictim 
and  consolation  that  is  found  more  Md  iiK>re  eft* 
riching  and  satisfying,  as  you  dig  deeper  an^ 
deeper  into  it. 

a.  Next  to  the  Scriptures^  esteem  the  writings  ^ 
those  ministers  whom  God  has  been  pleaded  Uf  ^^ 
tinguish  with  the  richest  measose  of  his  Spirit    Ae 
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the  names  of  Owen,  Hoite,  Goodwin,  Charnock, 
Flavel,  Baxter,  and  many  ethcts.  Gbd  gave  theni 
a  deep  understariding  ifi  the  Scripferes,  mhde  thefri 
shining  ornaments  in  his  church,  and  honbit^d  theiri 
with  great  usefulness :  they  "  being  dead,  yet 
speak.**  Eihaktte  their  holy  zefl ;  and  while  y(m 
regard  the  Scriptures  as  the  only  standard  of  tnitli, 
it  will  afford  you  sadsfaction  to  find  your  views  of 
the  Gospel  sanctioned  by  the  testimofty  6f  thesi 
great  men  of  God. 

S.  Aspire  after  a  close  walk  with  God,  and  take 
great  pains  to  maintain  the  divine  life  in  your  soul. 
Hence  will  be  your  best  preparation  yj;r  your  work, 
and  your  pleasure  fn  your  wof  k.  Hereby  you  will 
find  your  s6ul  i*6freshed  from  day  to  day.  Th* 
ardour  of  y6ur  affection  VriU  be  renewed,  you^ 
feith  in  God  oonfiMied ;  you  will  go  forth  amidst 
duties^  and  d^ecAties^  aAd  dangers,  ^^  in  the  sti^BgtK 
6f  the  h&fd  O&i,**  dayittg,  "  None  of  these  thkigi* 
mdt6  me.*'  WbdH-,  cotiAvng  forfli  frdm  holy  convei* 
WWi  G*6cl,  you  kSoW  i^n  pf@cioua  feoOls,  "  lying  iq 
#teked<ieM/*  ycM  will  fbil  in  a  measure  as  David  felt, 
ahiA  h4  ^a#  biis  iMlib  hi  th6  ]MWs  dJf  the  li<>n  and 
th*  bear.  Y6U  l«^iil  £lpare  no  ^ains;  you  will  Be  dc^ 
tiftited  by  1)0  dangler ;  yon  wiH  be  prepared  tb  make 
€Ve¥y  tecrificey  if  y^u  nfigk  bat  res(iue  and  feed  fh6 
IhMbd' of  6KrbtV  ffo^k. 

4.  ReMeiHbe^  J^^^  Chrht,  OM  set  him  ali^ays"  be- 
fbfe  ymh    TIfiAt  bf&it  He  woti\&  have  a^d  in  the  sr- 

u2 
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tiiatian  and  circumstances  in  which  yoa  are  placed. 
Oh  what  condescension  and  self-denial ;  what  com- 
passion and  love;  what  zeal  and  devotedness  to 
God ;  what  spirituality  of  temper  and  holy  indifier- 
ence  about  the  present  life ;  what  meekness  under 
ui^ust  censure,  and  grievous  suffering ;  what  love  to 
enemies ;  what  a  tarefiil  redemption  of  time,  and 
improvement  of  every  opportunity  of  shewing  him- 
self the  friend  of  mankind,  appear  in  his  charac- 
ter, in  his  life,  and  in  his  death !  Oh  !  be  8<4icitous 
to  have,  not  barely  the  name,  but  the  heart,  of  m 
follower  of  Jesua. 

Finally.  Be  solicitous  daily  and  deeply  ta  feel 
die  worth  of  precious  souls  committed  to  your 
charge;  and  labour  to  be  found  fiuthfid:  '^  We 
watch  for  souls,  as  those  who  must  give  aecoutit.*^ 
O  my  son,  my  brother  in  the  Christian  minbtry, 
&e  thought  of  this  all-important  trust,  and  of 
that  bar  of  God  before  which  we  must  appear, 
18  tnou^  to  rouse  our  powers  to  action,  aqd 
make  us  **  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  IaxAJ* 
.'^  All  souls  are  mine,  saith  the  Lord,''  and  they  u^ 
precious  in  his  si^t.  Do  not  let  us  estimate  their 
value  by  the  circumstances  of  depravity,  deformity, 
and  pollution,  into  which  sm  has  brought  them;- 
and  the  outward  forms  of  meanness,  poverty,  and 
wretchedness,  in  which  they  often  appear ;  but  let 
us  look  back  to  Calvary,  and  think  at  what  a  price 
Jesus  ransomed  them.  Let  us  look  forward  to  hea-^ 
len  and  glory,   and   think  what  those   ransomed 


touls  shall  be !  How  like  stars  they  shall  shiiie  and 
burn  in  the  crown  of  their  Redeemer  for  ever !  O 
my  brother  in  the  Gospel^  if  your  exertions  should 
be  honoured  of  God,  as  the  means  of  rescuing  one 
precious  soul  from  nature's  ruins,  and  raising  it 
to  that  seat  of  honour  and  of  bliss,  would  not 
you  forget  your  labour,  and  your  conflict  too,  in 
the  joy  of  that  vision  ? 

But  if  you  ^'  forbear  to  deliver  them  that  ar^ 
drawn  unto  death,  and  those  that  are  ready  to  be 
slwi;"  if  you  say,  '^  Behold,  we  knew  it  not;  doth  not 
he  that  pondereth  the  heart  consider  it?  And  he 
that  keepeth  thy  soul,  shall  not  he  know  it  ?  and 
shall  not  he  render  to  every  man  according  to  his 
work?*' — My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  is,  that  you 
way  obtain  mercy  of  the  Lord  to  be  faithful ! 
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CHARGi;, 

AT  THE  ORDINATION 

i  OF  THE 

REF.  JAMES  KNIGHT, 

AT  KlNQSTOJ^l,^  &y?tREy, 

xov.  S,  1808. 

X  HAVI^  DO  otber  apology^  Sir,  to  oS»  for  my 
appearing  a  8(^0^  tim^  in  ^is  place,  on  a  similar 
occasion,  and  in  the  same  solemn  department  of  the 
service,  but  that  your  particular  request  has  placed 
me  here. — Here  I  stand,  to  speak  to  you  of  things 
great  and  interesting  beyond  comparison.  This 
I  would  do  "  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  in  the 
presence  of  his  Majesty,  and  relying  on  the  aid  of 
his  gracious  influence. 

You,  my  brotlier,  have  given  up  yoursqlf  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  I  trust,  the  Lord  Jesus  has 
himself  appointed  you  to  this  service,  and  already 
given  you  your  charge.  Your  fathers  and  brethren 
have  applied  "  the  outward  and  visible  sign."  It 
belongs  to  Him  to  impart  "  the  inward  grace,"  If 
you  have  ordination  from  "  the  Chief  Shepherd," 
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you  have  the  **  unction  from  the  Holy  One.*'  Then 
you  will  feel,  in  measure  at  least,  as  the  Apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  felt,  when  he  addressed  his  friends  at 
Home,  in  that  delightful  assurance  on  which  I  shall 
f^ound  the  hints  I  have  to  suggest,  and  which  is  re- 
corded, Rom.  XV,  S9.  **  And  I  am  sure  that,  when  I 
come  unto  you,  I  shall  come  in  the  fulness  of  the 
blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ*' 

There,  Sir,  there  is  your  model.  Strive  to  possess, 
as  Paul  did,  a  distinguished  measure  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ.  Be  ambitious  to  have  your  soul  enlightened^ 
inflamed,  and  filled  with  it,  as  his  was.  Ah,  what 
an  insignificant,  useless  statue  is  that  man,  who  has 
the  place  and  the  homage  of  a  minister,  but  not 
a  inimster's  heart!  He  has  gifts,  he  possesses 
ability  to  gratify  the  taste  of  camal  minds,  to  gain  a 
name  among  men :  but  the  heaven-taught,  labouring 
soul,  the  glowing  affection  and  zeal,  the  qualifica- 
tioDS  to  ''  win  souls"  to  Christ,  are  wanting.  ^'  I 
sent  them  noiy  saith  the  Lord,  yet  they  ran."  Never, 
Sir,  may  your  credentials  be  wanting.  May  you 
ever  preach,  and  pray,  and  converse,  as  in  th^ 
presence  of  your  Master  !  May  you  have  a  testi- 
mony in  the  consciences  of  your  bearers,  when  you 
say  with  Paul;  ^*  I  certify  you,  brethren,  that  the 
Gospel  which  was  preached  of  ne,  is  not  after  men; 
for  I  neither  received  it  of  men,  nor  was  I,'*  in  the 
least  sense,  ^'taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation  of 
Jesus  Christ."  Paul  knew  this,  and  he  knew  how 
his  thoughts  and  affections  were  sanctified^  and  his 
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whole  soul  cast  as  into  a  mould,  and  framed  aod 
fiusbioned  after  that  revelation  from  Heaven.  There? 
fore,  we  cannot  wonder  that  he  should  s^y,  "  I  am 
$ure  that  when  I  come  unto  you — " 

Precious  treasure !  ^'  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ*'  Blessed  minister  1  whose 
e^ithen  vessel  is  fiUed  with  such  a  treasure.  Happj 
people !  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of  so  burnipg  anc( 
shining  a  light.  No  wooader  that  they  should  be 
•'  willing  for  a  season  to  rejoice  in  his  light**  Glor 
rious  Saviour !  who  is  the  source  of  all  thb  excel- 
lency; who  maintains^  in  these  lower  spheres»  a 
succession  of  such  stars. 

Come  ^en,  my  brother,  though  I  stand  not  here 
as  a  dictator,  nor  an  instructor ;  yet  suffer  me  txx 
**  stir  up  your  pure  mind  by  way  of  remembrance.'' 

I  hare  chosen  this  Scripture,  bedause  it  contains 
a  delightful  statement  of  the  subject-matter  of  your 
qninlstry,  the  message  with  which  you  are  charged  ; 
^nd  because  it  represents  that  superior  and  most 
V^cie\[eDt  qualification  of  a  minister  after  which,  I 
trust,  your  very  soul  aspires. 

I.  Let  me  speak  to  you  of  the  message  with 
which  you  are  charged  ;  the  revelation  of  the  grace 
qf  God,  to  which  it  will  be  your  business,  and  Thope 
your  delight,  to  direct  the  believing  regards  of  your 
hearers.  Indeed,  it  w^re  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt 
1^  full  representation  of  even  Paurs  view  of  it  Vet 
Paul  only  "  knew  in  part,  and  prophecied  in  part** 
Nay,  and  blqsQcd  aqgels  itre  but  students  ber^  «t^ 


CHARGES.  S9T 

^  looking/'  (even  after  1800  years  spent  in  studious 
search,  still  looking)  '^  into  these  things.''    Thut 
vrill  you,  Sir,  I  trust,  stand  on  the  shore,  and  gaz^ 
and  admire,  sometimes  deli^tfuUy  absorbed  in  the 
contemplation  of  that  boundless  otean ;  and  thus, 
according  to  the  grace  given  yocr,  you  will  pro- 
daim  to  others,  "  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the 
Gospel    of  Christ;"—"  the    Gospel  of  Christ;" 
''  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;"  ''  the  ful^ 
ness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ" 
I.  ^^  The  Gojjd^/of  Christ"  The  sum  of  your  message 
is  C  H  Ri  ST ;  Christ  as  ^  all  and  in  alt"  You  have  to 
Fepresent  his  personal  glory  ;  to  proclaim  him  '*  the 
mightyGod."-^You  have  to  shew  forth  his  mediator 
rial  honours;  to  dedare,  that  *'  it  pleased  the  Fa* 
ther  that  in  him  should  all  fulness    dwell." — You 
have  to  preach  **  the  Gospel  of  Christ;"  to  bear  to 
your  fellow-men  *'  good  tidings  of  great  joy:" 
good  tidings  of  Christ ;  what  love  he  has  manilesfc-^ 
ed,  what  a  price  be  has  paid  for  a  sinner's  ransom, 
what  a  covenant  he  has  sealed,  what  wonders  of 
grace  he  has  wrought^  and  what  a  heaven  he  ims 
opened:   to  tell  them,  that  God  has  laid  up  in 
Christ  whatever  b  requbite  to  the  salvation    of 
sinners ;  and  that  all  b  to  be  had  of  him,  *■  without 
money  and  without  price  : "  to  assure  the  vilest  of 
them,  that  you  have  it  in  charge  to  '^  pray**  them 
^  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God."    No 
wonder  i^    when  the  Holy  Spirit  **  takes  of  the 
things  of  Chrbt,  and  shews  them  unto  you,"  you 
(riiould  appear  in  the  pulpit  wrapt  in  •mazement. 
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and  plead  with  your  bearers  as  one  -who  cannot  rea*^ 
dily  take  a  denial. 

Courage,  my  brother !  you  have — 

S.  To  declare  ^^  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  kA 
Christ'*  It  is.  a  word  of  sweet  import  It  as- 
sures us,  that  ''  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the 
curse  oi  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us  ;  that 
the  blessing  of  Abraham  might  come  on  the  Gentiles 
through  Jesus  Christ;  that  we  might  receive  the 
promise  of  the  Spirit  through  faith/'  Delightful 
bope!  '*  The  Gospel  preached,  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven.'' 

Blessing  is  a  word  that  likewise  denotes  fisUherly 
grace  and  goodness.  Blessing  is  a  fatherly  act 
Christ,  ^^  the  everlasting  Fatber,"  left  his  family  on 
earth  in  the  very  act  of  blessing  them*  And  when 
ascended,  he  gave  the  command,  ^  Dr<^  down,  ye 
heavens,  from  above,  and  let  the  skies  pour  down 
lighteousness ! "  Soon  were  the  effects  ddsgjhtfuUy 
manifest     Nor  has  the  blessing  be^a  ever  withheld. 

*^  The  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ"  It  is  no 
tittte  honour,  Sir,  to  be  charged  witli  such  a  mes- 
sage. ^'  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountaioa  are 
fjae  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings ;  that  pub- 
Ufiheth  peace ;  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good  ; 
that  publisheth  salvation;  that  saith  onto  ZioQ, 
Thy  God  reigneth  !"  Yet  what  is  the  Gospel,  how-' 
ev«r  published,  without  the  blessmg!  But  should' 
the  prayers  we  have  now  been  offering,  through  the 
sacrifice  and  intercession  of  our  great  High  Pfiest, 
be  accepted  of  the  Father,  and  should  lie  lichly. 
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pour  bis  Spirit  on  you,  my  brother^  and  his  bleas^ 
ing  on  the  dear  people  of  your  charge;  what 
a  thaakful  remembraoce  will  many  long  retain  of 
the  union  this  day  recognised  I  There  is  a  delightful 
ivord  yet  remaining. 

3.  It  is  ^*  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Go* 
spel  of  Christ."  It  is  complete ;  there  is  nothing 
wanting,  in  no  respect  wanting. 

1st  In  respect  of  his  provisions^  there  is  no  defi« 
ciency.     ''  How  great  is  his  goodness ! " 

Dear  God !  The  treasures  of  tby  love 

Are  everlasting  mines; 
Deep  as  our  helpless  miseries  are» 

And  boundless  as  our  sms. 

What  a  fulness  of  pardoning  mercj,  of  sanctify* 
ing  grace,  and  everlasting  consolation !  It  is  the 
fulness  of  a  feast ;  '*  a  teast  unto  all  people/'  a 
royal  banquet.  The  best  things  ftre  found  there; 
the  best  things  in  variety,  the  best  things  in  abund<* 
ance.-*-It  is  the  Ailness  of  a  vessel,  that  can  receire 
BO  more.  Jt  is  the  fukiesB  of  a  foitntafn,  that  loses 
nothing  by  oommunicating.  It  is  the  fulness  of  the 
ocean  ;  the  folness  of  the  sun;  the  ^  fulness  of  Him** 
who  is  ^  ascended  far  above*  all  heavens,  that  be 
niig^  Ml  all  things.**  It  is  the  mediatorial  grace 
and  ^39ry  of  Him  in  whom  "  dwelleth  dl  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Godhead  bodtfy.** 

You  ifill  have;  Sir,  to  set  before  yotn*  hearers 
^  that  ^  grace  and  truth  '^  that  was  prefigured  in 
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Jewish  types ;  all  that  the  Prophets  foretoldt-ud 
that  great  and  precious  promises  contained.  You 
will  have  to  appear  before  them  with  a  most  free 
and  affectionate  offer  of  whatever  mercy  and 
grace  their  utmost  necessities  require^  and  whatever 
the  capacities  of  their  immortal  souls  can  possibly 
receive  and  enjoy. 

Sdly,    In    its    dispensation,    it   admits   of    no 
exception.    Precious  Gospel!    It  is  *V  good  tid- 
ings of  great. joy  unto  all  people."     Herdn^  the 
Saviour  Jesus  stretches  his  gracious  arms  abroad, 
to  gather  and  embrace  '^  all  nations,  and  languages^ 
and  tongues,  and  people;^'  *'  circumpbiony  and  un^ 
circumcision,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  and  £ree  ;** 
sinners  of  every  age,  of  every  staticm,  <^  every  de* 
gree  in  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin.     No  ope  is 
left  to  sigh  and  say,  ^Mt  is  9l  fountain  of  grace  ia* 
deed,  but  not  open  unto  me,  or  ineffectual  to  waah 
my  deep  and  deadly  stains  away :  it  is  a  rich^a^4 
but  not  for  me ;  it  is  a  delightful  inheritancey  but 
out  of  my  reach ;  it  is  a  glorious  crown,  but  it  were 
presumption  in  me  to  think  of  becoming  a  CMidic|ate. 
for  it"    The  Gospel  resisteth  every  plea  of  an  ^'  evil 
heart  of  unbelief;"   it  leaves  no  willing  soul  anjr. 
one  just  reason  of  despondency.      No.  one  can 
justly  despair   on   the    ground   of  unwortfaioieasi. 
or  because  merit  or  qualification .  is  wanting.     It 
is  a  free  overture,    '^  without  money,  and.  witb-. 
out    price;"     and    that  to  Mimers   of  mapkind^ 
irit^ut  one    #xceptiop. — ^Thi^t   which    cpmiMipB; 
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^  the  fulness  of  tiie  blessii^   of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ*'  is— 

Sdly,  It  is  ^  the  nuDistradon  of  the  Spirit ; ''  it  is 
^  tiie  Gospel  preached,  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent 
down  from  Heaven«''  This  b  the  rod.  Sir,  you  are 
to  stretch  out;  and  this  is  your  encoun^ement. 
It  is  a  wonder-working  rod:  God  has  accomplish- 
ed, God  does  accomplish,  his  mightiest  work  by  it. 
This  will  encourage  you  to  *'  prophecy  to  dry 
bones  ;^'  because  He  who  raisetU  the  dead,  saith 
**  unto  these  bones.  Behold,  I  will  cause  breath  co 
enter  into  you,  and  ye  shall  live."  This,  Sir,  b 
the  glorious  Gospel  you  have  to  preach.  Now, 
Iwish— 

II.  To  set  before  you  the  minister  who,  with  his 
commissiou,  has  received  fixmi  his  Divine  Master 
this  most  excellent  qualification.  Fain  would  I 
shew  you  tiie  very  heart  of  the  Apostle,  as  it  breathes 
in  this  expression.  Happy  will  you  be,  my  brother, 
should  it  be  g^ven  you  tt>  feel  as  he  felt,  when  he  said, 
^  I  am  sure  that,  when  I  come  unto  you,  I  shall  come 
in  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ ! ''  This  would  render  your  ministerial  character 
illustrious,  and  make  your  work  delightful  and  useful. 

1.  Then  will  your  own  mind  be  richly  stored  with 
evangelical  knowledge.  Your  views  of  the  Gospel 
will  be  just  and  distingttbhing ;  your  judgment  clear 
and  penetrating.  You  will  have  an  abasing  discovery 
of  the  sin  and  misery  of  man's  awful,  helpless  state  as 
aMen  d^ature.    You  wiU  delightfully  know '' and 
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believe  the  lore  which  God  hath  to  us."  Ydft  will 
joyfully  and  largjely  survey  "  the  love  of  Christ,  which 
passeth  knowledge.*'  You  will  be  instructed  in  the 
manner  of  the  Holy  Spirk's  working  on  the  souls 
of  men  ;  and,  in  particular  cases,  be  able  to  detect 
the  wiles  of  Satan,  and  the  devices  of  an  ^'  evil  heart 
of  unbelief."  You  will  ffnd  an  enriching  treftsnte  in 
the  word  of  God«  Yoa  will  look  beyond  the  letter ; 
the  vsil  will  often  be  removed ;  and  you  will  see,  and 
taste,  and  feast  upon  **  the  hidden  inanna/'  Yoa 
will  find  that  no  labour  is  lost  in  **  sesrthing  fb€ 
Scriptures  ;'*  that  the  treasure  that  einrichMh  inM% 
lies  the  de^)est ;  that  the  oil  that  shines  the  fcrightr 
est,  is  well  beaten.     Again — 

2.  "  The  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ''  will 
possess  your  soul,  and  you  will  be  filled  with  it.  It 
will  fix  your  mind ;  it  wftl  occupy  your  thoughts,  yout 
lime,  your  solitary  meditation  and  social  converse. 
It  will  deaden  your  aflfections  to  the  world ;  it  will 
direct  your  pui'suits,  and  command  yonr  whole  soul. 
You  will  condescend  ta  business,  and  converse  about 
ineaner  things  fi-om  necessity.  Here  all  jotaf 
fceart  will  be  engaged :  it  will  want  vent ;  it  wflt 
seek  relief;  it  will  delight  in  communicating: 
Often  yoAr  prayer  will  be,  **  Open  thou  iny  lips,  And 
my  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  praise.*'  Many  H 
persecuted  minister  has  found  that  the  bitfeWSf 
ingredient  in  his  bitter  cup  was  a  forced  sitartoft; 
cruelly  imposed  upon  him,  while  "  the  Wesrirfg  6f 
the  Gospd*'  within*  was  a  fire  suppressed. 
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Soberly  reflect)  my  dear  sir,  what  should  that 
man  be,  who  is  '^  cast  in  the  mould  of  the  Gospel, 
who  is  possessed  of  '^  the  fulness  of  that  blessing. 
What  should  the  frame  of  his  spirit  be!  What 
should  his  habitual  temper,  his  speech,  his  convert 
sation  be !  What,  but  necessity,  should  limit  the 
extent  of  his  ministerial  labours ! 

My  brother,  if  the  Lord  Jesus  has  indeed  "counted" 
you  '^  faithful,  putting  you  into  the  ministry/'  he  will 
expect  much  from  you.  He  calls  you  a  star.  Let 
the  people  of  your  charge  find  that  you  have  fellow-^^ 
lowsbip  with  "  the  Sun  of  righteousness,''  that  you  are 
filled  out  of  his  fulness,  and  that,  in  ^'  burniugand  shin- 
ing," you  reflect  his  glory. — He  calls  you  a  labourer. 
Let  them  see,  that  your  \ety  soul  "  labours,  striving 
according  to  the  working  of  Him  who  worketh  ii» 
yoii  mightily ;"  labours  "  to  save  yourself  and  those 
that  hear  you." — He  calls  you  a  watchman.  Let 
them  bear  you  witness,  that  you  "  watch  for  souls 
as  knowing  that  you  must  give  account."  He  calla 
you  a  shepherd.  Then  let  Him  see  that  yoo  love 
him  by  tlie  care  you  take  to  feed  his  sheep,  to  feed 
his  lambs,  to  ^  strengthen  the  diseased,  to  heal  the 
sick,  to  bind  up  the  broken,  to  bring  again  that 
which  was  driven  away,  and  to  seek  that  which  was 
lost." — He  makes  you  an  ambassador.  Let  himr 
see,  that  with  tender  and  earnest  solicitude,  ^[  aa 
though  God  did  beseech"  his  creatures  in  rebelik>A 
ky  you,  you  '^  pray  them^  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye 
teconciJed  to  God!" — He  appoints  you  a  stewards 
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Then  let  every  one  receive  his  portion  in  seasto^ 
*^  The  manifold  grace  ot  God''  is  committed  to  you« 
It  is  a  treasure,  and  it  is  a  trust  indeed  !  '*  Study 
to  approve  yourself  unto  God,  a  workman  that 
needeth  not  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word 
of  truth." 

How  many  an  opportunity  of  usefulness  might 
be  seized ;  how  much  more  good  might  be  effected, 
were  ministers  found  among  the  people  of  their  chaise 
*^  in  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Goqiel  of 
Christ!"  If  this  treasure,  my  brother,  enrich  and 
sanctify  your  soul,  you  will  very  carefully  redeem 
precious  time ;  you  will  not  easily  yield  to  the  spe« 
cious  pleas  of  flesh  and  blood.  You  wiU  not  want 
motives  when  opportunities  of  service  appear.  You 
will  be  alive  when  du^  calls,  and  go  to  your  work, 
**  with  all  your  heart,  and  all  your  soul." — Another 
happy  effect  will  follow. 

3.  The  Gospel  will  be  the  chosen,  the  bdoved 
subject  of  your  ministry.  It  will  of  course  be  so,  at 
it  is  the  sweetest  rest,  the  richest  banquet  to  your 
own  soul :  and  *^  out  of  the  abundance  of  tibe 
heart,  the  mouth  speaketh."  So  let  it  speak,  in 
a  full  and  faithful  ministry  **  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ"  This  would  be  to  imitate  the  great  Apostle, 
who  ^^  determined  not  to  know  any  thing"  am^fi^ 
the  Corinthians,  ^*  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  himf  cruH 
eified."  This  would  be  to  approve  yolirself  to  joui' 
Great  Master,  and  secure  the  presence  of  his  Spirilr 
with  you.     Nothing,  without  this,   could  be  tJtr^ 
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pected  to  secure  the  important  end  of  preaching; 
in  •"  winning  souls  to  Christ" 

Let  others  preach,    if  tlicy  please,  as  if  they 

scarcely  aspired  tiigher  than  to  discourse  on  natural 

rch'gion ;  or,  afTecting  to  be  deemed  sound  in  the 

faith,  let  them  be  satisfied  with  giving  tlieir  essays 

^n  evangelical   tinge,    while  excellency  of  speech 

and  the   beauties  of  a  sprightly   imagination    are 

substituted  in  the  place  of  tliat  '*  meat  indeed,  and 

drink  indeed,*'  the  doctrine  of  "  Christ  cruci6ed.*' 

You,.  Sir,  *•  have  not  so  learned  Christ,  if  so  be 

you  have  heard  him,  and  have  been  taught  by  him, 

as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus."     Then,  you  will  dare  to  be 

faithful ;  you  will  be  "  valiant  for  the  truth ;"  you 

will  boldly  attack  the  strong  holds  of  the  enemy; 

you  will  strike  at  the  root  of  evil — man's  awful 

apostacy,    his  vile   nature,   the  state    of  sin    and 

misery  into  which  he   is  fallen,    together  with  the 

wrath  and  curse  that  hang  over  him  :  and  all  this  to 

**  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord  ;"  glad  to  introduce 

.your  beloved,  adored  Master,  who  has  prepared,  and 

prepared  with  his  own  most  precious  blood,  the  only 

balm  in  the  world  that  can  heal  and  bind  up  brokeiii 

dying  hearts ;  the  only  covering  that  can  liidc  from 

the  wrathful  eye  of  inexorable  Justice,  the  guilt  of 

ten  thousand  thousand  transgressions ;  the  only  lavcr 

that  can  wash   the  foulest,    deepest  stains   away. 

While  too  many  are  studious  to   gratify  the  corrupt 

and   carnal  taste  of  their  hearers,  and  fix   the  ad- 

,    airing  eye  on    themselves;    your  lips,   ''  touched 
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with  a  coal  from  the  altar/*  your  heart  overflowing 
with  ^^  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  df 
Christ,"*  will  cry,  **  Behold  the  Latnb  of  God  V* 
And  such  liberty  and  delight  will  you  feel  in  speak* 
ing  of  the  Godhead  and  the  grace  of  Christ;  his 
mediatorial  character  and  glory ;  his  love  on  the 
cross,  and  his  love  on  the  throne ;  that  it  will  appear, 
that  these  are  the  things  that  possess  your  sou) ;  and 
that,  in  comparbon  with  these,  nothing  else  can 
give  you  pleasure. 

Do  I  hear  you  ask,  '*  Are  we  to  preach  nothing 
else?" 

I  answer — Be  it  yOur  care,  Sir,  to  understand 
your  conimission  well,  and  to  '^  give  foil  proof  of 
your  ministry.'*  Never  leave  the  pulpk,  under  a 
censure  from  any  disappointed  grieved  bearer,  for 
having  withheld  "  the  bread  of  life"  from  the  Lord*ft 
table,  or  for  having  preached  as  if  you  had  even 
forgot  the  errand  on  which  you  were  sent.  Alas, 
for  the  places  of  our  sanctuary,  wlien  the  altar  and 
the  laver  remain  neglected  !  Awfully,  then,  "  the 
glory  is  departed !"  But  while  "  Christ  crucified'^ 
is  the  subject-matter  of  the  Christian  ministry ;  trfaile 
**  Christ  is  all  and  in  all,"  tliere  will  be  found  an 
abundant  store  of  diversified  provision— no  want  of 
sufficiency  or  of  variety.  While  **  the  beauty  of 
the  Lord"  is  seen  in  his  earthly  courts,  and  •*  iJie 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof,"  the  poor  in  spirit  wili 
be,  not  disappointed,  but  feasted.  You,  my- bro- 
ther, will  bring,  forth-  from  your  treasure  "  Ifaitig^ 
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''  new  and  old,*'  ^^  milk  for  babes/'  cordials  for  the 
fiuLQt  and  languishing,  and  ^''  strong  meat'*  for  stix>ng 
Qien.  None  will  be  disappointed,  but  those  who 
are  full  before  they  come ;  none  but  those  who  are 

Sensiaa],  nqt  having  the  Spirit,"  will  complain. 

Our  soul  loatbeth  this  light  bread  1"  '^  the  table  of 
the  Lord  is  contemptible ! "  But  some  may  ask—* 

Mu3t  not  the  Laxv  be  preached  ? 

Yes,  it  Qiay ;  it  mustn  It  must  be  preached ;  for 
It  iSt  in  the  Book  of  Inspiration,  ^'  the  eternal  law.'* 
X^e  Spirit  of  God  still  continues  to  renew  the 
characters  of  it  in  the  heart  of  man:  it  is  still 
needed  '^  as  a  schoolmaster  to  bring''  thoughtless 
men  ^'  to  Christ^  Ygu  will  see  Jesus  going  before 
you  preaching  and  explaining  the  law :  you  will  see 
the  path  of  its  precepts  marked  with  his  bloody  foot- 
steps :  for  he  ^^  became  obedient  unto  deaths  even 
the  death  of  the  cross.''  Preach  the  law.  Sir,  not 
as  a  rule  of  justification : — this  was  the  fatal  error  of 
the  Pharisees.  Th^y  overlooked  ''  ^  law  of  faith," 
^^  the  covenant  which  was  confirmed  of  God  in 
Christ,"  and  most  graciously  and  explicitly  given  to 
Abraham;  and  substituting  ''  the  law  of  works"  in 
its  stead,  vainly,  and  ignorantly,  and  impiously 
^^  went  about 'to  establish  their  own  righteouspess." 
— But  preach  the  law,  thereby  to  ^^  shew  to  man 
his  transgression,"  and,  to  such  as  have  found 
mercy,  the  course  in  which  their  gratefid  affections 
should  fipw. 

Bttt^.especiidly,  preach  the  Gospel;  '^  preach  tli^ 

X  S 
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unsearchabre  riches  of  Christ''  Proclaiiw  tlie  hr- 
finite  glory  of  his  person,  and  the  perfection  of  hi»^ 
mediatorial  rigliteousness ;  the  fulness  and  the 
freeness  of  his  grace. 

Never  be  afraid  of  preaching  the  Gospel  inde- 
finitely, and  without  exception,  unto  all  who  heat 
you.  If  you  eome  to  your  charge,  my  bvotheF,  **  in 
the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  <jf  Gbpis^^' 
you  will-  be  warranted  to*  announce,  ki  the  leo^age 
of  a  special  inessengep  from  heaven,  "  Behold,  I 
bring' j/{;w  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  whidi  shall  be 
fintt)  nil  people.*'  You  have  it  in  charge  to  »ay, 
^^  All  things  are  ready,  come  to  the  feast. *^  There  is^ 
no  fear  of  exceeding  your  commimoo,  when  yoi? 
say  to  such  as  are  '*  spendin*cr  their  modey  for  .that 
which  is  not  bread,  and  their  labour  for  that  which 
.^atjsfieth  not,*  "  Ho!  every  o»^  fiiat  Ihirstetb, 
come  to  the  waters — :'*  or,  when  you  lift  up  your 
voice  like  a  trumpet,  and  invite  crouds  of  sinners 
to  Christ,  as  himself  did,  when  "  he  stood  and 
cried,  If  any  man  thifs^  let  hira  come  te  me  and 
drink."  - 

Some  ministers  \\iA\  venture  to^  represent  Christ 
as  an  object  before  sinners^  blind  and  deaf,  and 
"dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,"  but  they  dare  not 
presume  to  preach  the  Gospel  unto  them :  as  if 
admitting- a  possibility  that,  by  a  miracle  of  pcnver, 
a  dead  corpse  may  be  made  to- see  anot^t;  yel, 
regai'ding  it  as  an  absurdity  to  expect  that  it  sliould 
ever  be  madeto-hear  a  voice.  Hesitate  not,  Sir^  in  ttie 


iiaaie  of  Jesus,  to  preech  to  tlic  deaf  and  the  dead ; 
nor  suffer  a  doubt,  but  that  "  the  day  cometh,  aod 
now  is,  wlieii  the  dead  shall  hear  tlie  voioB  of  the 
Son  of  man  and  live." 

You  will,  I  trust,  Sir,  ever  carefully  maiotain  the 
necessity  of  more  than  an  objective  view  of  Chribt : 
the  necessity  of  haviug  Cbnst  formed  in  the  heart,  afi 
well  as  presented  to  the  understanding:  the  neces- 
^ty  of  that  special  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
whereby  he  **  sanctifies  us  wholly  in  body,  soul,  and 
spirit. 

You  will,  likewise,  avoid  a  general  and  undis- 
thrguishing  manner  of  address^ — carefully  distin- 
guisJiing  between  the  reformed  character,  and  tb^ 
•' new  creature:'"  between  mere  morality,  however 
rciioed,  and  true  religion.  Never  be  afraid  to 
say, .  **  Ye  must  be  bora  again ;"  "  except  ye  be 
converted  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall,  in 
no  wise,  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Let 
your  addresses  be  pointed  to  the  several  characters 
of  your  heaners  :  and  let  ^^  every  ojie  receive  his 
^wn  portion." 
.  Would,  you  see  the  precious  seed  of  the  word 
spring- and  flou^ia^?>  Follow  your  public  discourses 
to.  the. families  of  your  people:  improve  opportuni'* 
ties  G^  personal  and  appropriate  conversation.  This 
is  to.  cover,  .and  clothe  the  seed  with  earth.  ^^  Pray 
evermore,  ■'  and,  .entreat  the  prayers  of  your  people : 
thja  is  to  br^ng  doYn,  /.'  the  fonnei:  and   latter 
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ram."    Will  you  bear  mtki  me,  Sir,  while  I  finally 
rraiark: 

4.  If  you  come  to  the  people  of  your  charge  "  in 
the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,*' 
you  will  regard  them  with  fatherly  qffectien^  and 
seek  their  salvation  with  fatherly  sdlkitude.    You 
will  have  to  proclaim   to  your  heare^;    *^  God 
faaving  raised  up  his  Son  Jesus,  badi  86iit  him  to 
hless  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you  irom 
\A&  iniquities."    Ah,  the  tender  aflfection,  the  fa- 
therly compassion,  with  which  the  Lord  Jesua  re- 
gards the  infirmities  and  sorrows,  Uie  tettiptationa 
sad  conflicts  of  his  people ;   ndy,  and  the  wander- 
ings of  strangiers,  the  oppressions  of  enemies,  and 
the  tears  of  penitatits !  Nbt  a  groan^  niit  a  sigh  from 
a  solitary  prisoner,  from  a  prodigal  retoriiteg,  escapes 
his  notioe ;   nor  is  forgotten  of  him  amidst  ^'  the 
eauB  of  all  the  churches^'^  or  the  gbvemtnent  of  tdl 
the  world.     Paul  had  a  fatheiiy  spirit  too :  he  had 
drunk  deep  into  the  spirit  of  his  Master  r-^-^'  We 
were  gentle  among  you,  even  as  a  nuhie  dierisheth 
her  children.     So  being  affectionately  de^irWiA  of 
j/ou,  we  \iere  willing  to  haVe  imparted  unto  you, 
not  the  Gospel  of  God  only,  but  idso  btir  mm  aoida, 
bcmlne  ye  were  dear  unto  to.-'    And  if  yon,  ^\ti 
edine  to  yonr   people    ''  In    tiie  folness  of  iUb 
Uantfng  of  the  Gi^pcl  of  Christ,*'  you  will^oMle* 
acnnd  tx>  their  Beveral  inft^niiUes  And  gridSi;   )f^ 
wiUibel  for  Ham  is  ft  fathctr  M  bk  thilditn^  ^ 
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will  '*  long  for  souls/'  and  hail  returning  prodigals, 
"  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ."  Your  flock  will 
need  the  Shepbe«-d*s  tender  care.  '*  Lovest  thou  me?" 
said  the  Saviour,  "  Feed  my  sheep ;  feed  my  lambs." 

'*  Is  there  m  lamb  io  all  His  flock 
You  would  disdain  to  feed  1 '' 

''  Noj  Lord,  none!  not  one.  Thou  hast  possessed, 
and  filled,  and  inflamed  my  heart  with  ^  the  fulness 
of  the  blessing  of  thy  Gospel,'  and  it  makes  me 
long  to  convey  a  blessing  to  all  of  them." 

With  fatherly  affection,then, behold  children  inyearst 
your  Master's  eye  with  gracious  affection  was  upon 
them.  He  has  commanded  the  blessing.  Seek  them ; 
9eek  to  gather  them  with  your  arm,  and  carry  them  io 
ypur  bosom,  and  bring  them  to  Jesus :  say  from 
ypur  beart#  with  the  prophet  Micah,  ^'  My  soul 
desired  the  first  ripe  fruits  \ "  And  while  you  thus 
pray  and  look  up,  fear  not  God  will,  in  some 
^*  times  of  refreshing"  pour  out  his  Spirit,  and  his 
blessing  upon  them ;  and  ^'  one  sliall  say,  I  am  th^ 
Jliord  s ;  and  another  shall  call  himself  by  the  name 
of  Jacob;  and  another  shall  subscribe  with  his 
own  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by 
the  name  of  Israel." 

Remember,  likewise,  children  in  knowledge  ani 
crperience  s  to  "  fieed  them  with  food  convenirat 
for  them ; "  to  mingle  your  fatherly  affection  with 
fdbeir  iofirmities  md  fears,  their  feeble  ^adeayoui]^ 
and  treoibUog  \^pf»* 
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Seek  the  thoughtless  ivanderer  too :  and  let  your 
very  soul  go  forth  to  meet  the  prodigal  in  his  return; 
listen  to  his  moan  with  fatherly  affcclion ;  and  stay 
the  utterings  of  his  broken  heart  with  fatherly  con- 
solations. Remember,  too,  "  tlie  Son  of  man  is 
come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is  lost.'*  Let 
the  Shepherd's  voice  be  heard  in  the  wilderness  j  in 
the  unenlightened  villages ;  and  let  the  compassions  of 
his  heart  appear  in  the  labours  of  his  life,  in  seeking 
after  that  which  is  gone  astiay,  and  ready  to  perish. 

Timey  my  brother,  will  never  hang  heavy  on  you, 
if  your  heart  be  filled  with  this  treasure.  Engage- 
inents  of  real  importance  will  be  ^ever  pressing  on 
you.  Your  Master  will  find  work  enough  for  your 
hands,  your  head,  your  heart;  and  your  work  will 
be  ycJur  delight.  You  will  ever  have  an  antidote  to 
the  poison  of  the  tale-bearer's  tongue:  you  will 
have  no  time  far  those  impertinences  which  are 
every  where  in  circulation  among  the  weak,  the  indo- 
lent, and  the  injurious ;  and  which  cannot  be  med- 
dled with,  but  to  your  hurt.  You  will  chide  the 
censorious ;  you  will  hate,  you  will  shun,  your  soul 
will  loath  the  strife  and  disputation.  And,  hereby, 
you  will  discourage,  and  guard  against  evils  of  the 
most  injurious  tendency ;  evils  by  which,  in  many 
religious  societies,  the  enemy  of  souls  has  prevailed 
effectually  to  interrupt  the  intercourse  of  Christian 
affection ;  has  caused  prayers  to  be  hindered ;  the 
cloud  of  blessing  from  above  to  be  withheld ;  and 
sent  the  dove*like  Spirit  of  Christ  grieved  away. 
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Be  **  zealous  for  the  Lord  of  hosts/'  my  bro- 
ther. It  will  be,  effectually,  to  shut  the  door  against 
many  evils :  it  will  be,  to  secure  a  rich  blessing  on 
your  own  soul,  a:nd  on  your  ministry.  And,  that  it 
may  be  so,  read  your  Bible  much^  and  read  it  with 
prayer.  "  Search  the  Scriptures ;  "  study  the  mind 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  word  ;  contemplate  the  mystery 
of  redeeming  love;  live  near  to  God  in  Christ. 
There  is  the  fountain  whence  all  your  sufficiency, 
your  light,  your  life,  your  renewed  strength,  and 
courage,  and  comfort,  must  be  derived.  It  is  good 
to  be  with  him,  much  with  him.  You  cannot,  "  with 
open  face,*'  behold  his  glory,  without  being  "  trans- 
formed into  his  image.*' 

You  will,  likewise,  find  it  good  to  be  familiar  with 
those  who  have  most  of  his  Spirit.  Love  their  com- 
pany :  be  conversant  with  the  writings  of  those  among 
them  who  have  therein  dropped  their  mantle,  and 
are  iscended  to  glory. 

Labour  after  humbleness  of  mind.  Your  Masted 
loves  and  honours  such  servants :  they  lean  upon 
bis  bosom. 

And  again  I  say,  pray  evermore :  "  pray  without 
ceasing/* 

Some  of  us  your  fellow-labourers  ieel  that  the  sun 
of  our  life  and  labour  is  fast  inclining  to  the  west :  yet 
we  have  joy  in  seeing  many,  many  succeeding  lights 
risingwith  promisingsplendourin theeast.  May theyall 
in  their  respective  spheres,  shine  with  superior  lustre 
when  we  are  no  more !  How  would  it  cheer  the  m<h 
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mcists  of  our  departure,  if,  before  we  drop,  we  should 
flee  a  glory  in  the  course  in  which  you,  my  brother^ 
are  movia^ ;  if  the  report  should  reach  us  concern- 
iog  Kingston,  *^  There  lives,  there  labours,  there 
ifalks  in  holy,  heavenly  conversation,  to  the  adniira- 
tioD  of  saint  and  sinner,  a  man  ^  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  of  faith ; '  there  the  heavens  are  dro[v^ 
ping  down  fatness,  the  fields  are  ripe  unto  the  bar-* 
vest,  and  much  people  are  added  unto  the  Lord : 
forgetting  himself,  abasing  himself,  spending  him* 
self,  he  loses  every  care  in  the  one  object  of  \M 
aolicitude,  to  *  win  souls'  to  Christ" 

Happy,  happy  people  I  Happy  town,  and  happj 
neighbourhood  !  Happy  servant  of  the  best  of  Ma9* 
tars !  ^^  His  name  shall  be  in  everlasting  remem- 
]>rance/'  Retarning  to  his  Master,  he  will  fall  at 
bis  feet,  and  report,  ^^  Lord,  it  is  done  as  thou  hast 
commanded!"  While  his  Lord,  **  rejoicing  over 
him  with  singing,"  will  pronounce,  '^  Well  done, 
IpKxl  and  faithful  servant ;  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
Af  thy  Lord."  Ameou 
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TO  MRS.  T D 


MY  DEMI  FRIEXD, 

XT  seems  youf  mind  has  been  perplexed. 
You  have  not  known  how  to  reconcile  your  mind 
to  some  representations  of  God  which  you  find 
in.  Ids  word.  Indeed,  we  are  too  nearly  allied  to 
sense,  to  form  a  just  and  full  idea  of  his  excellent 
Majesty.  The  mind  of  man,  in  this  imperfect  state, 
is  apt  to  mutilate  the  character  of  God,  and  eftac^ 
or  obscure  some  letters  of  his  Name.  Our  creature- 
apprehensions  often  mislead  us :  "Thou  thoughtest 
that  I  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  thyself."  Wc 
fix  our  eyes  on  the  Divine  benignity  and  mercy,  and 
fondly  imagine,  that,  in  the  constellation  of  the  Di- 
.vine  attributes,  this  star  must  shine  with  transcendant 
radiancy.  Doubtless,  its  glory  will  surpass  our  largest 
expectations ;  it  is  infinite :  yet  let  not  the  glory 
of  other  Divine  excellences  offend  us.  It  will  not, 
when  we  are  freed  from  sense  as  well  as  sin.  Then 
sbuU  we  know  what  that  beatitude  means,  "  Blessed 
are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  se§  God.'' 
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When  God  reveals  himself,  it  is  in  hit 

meter ;  in  bis  Miiiess ;  iq  the  aiseibblage 

perfections;   and  in  their  united  glory. 

^exhibition  we  behold  in  Christ  crucified. 

lovely  characters  of  "  mercy  and  truth,"  ( 

teousness  and  peace,"  are  displayed  in  sweet 

If  either  character  be  prominent,  it  is  his 

ness.    The  great  end  of  the  work  of  redem] 

of  the  solemn  review  of  all  his  procedure  al 

tribunal,  is  ^'  to  declare  his  righteousness* 

and  angels  in  heaven  are  contemplatmg  th 

tion  in  a  much  stronger  light  than  we ;  and 

li^tfiil  complacency,  they  sing,  **  Holy,! 

Lord  God  Almighty ; "    **  just  and  tiiM 

ways,  holy  and  righteous  are  thy  worb. 

let  OS  be  wflling  that  God  should  be  wli 

tbat  he  should  write  his  own   Name,  an 

tmnBelf :   nor  wonder  that  the  original  s 

tcry  different  from  the  figure  which  our  io 

tiad  drawn.    Never  let  us  arraign  the  cond 

Most  High,  or  think  it  strange,  that,  in  his 

nations  and  procedure,  there  should  be  f 

which  we  cannot  explain.     For  **  who  by 

can  find  out  God?"   ''  His  works  are  gi 

great  for  a  finite  mind  to  grasp,  yet  ''  sc 

of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  therein." 

joy  to  think,  that  ''when  he  shall  appear, 

un vailed  g^ory  of  his  character,  ''  we  shi 

foil  and  everlaating  delight,  ''  see  him,"  I 

forent,  perhapa,  firom  our  present  ooncepl 

we  shall  see  him)  ^^ushe  is:' 
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You  ask,  did  Christ  die  for  all  men  f    I  take  it 
for  granted,  my  deeur  friend,  that  you  are  prepared 
to  submit  this  inquiry  to  the  decision  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  the  Word.    Our  apprehensions  and  feelings 
may  deceive  us;  that  cannot.   There  is  not  a  doubt, 
whether  the  infinitely  precious  blood  <A  Christ  be 
sufficient  for  the  redemption  of  the  world :  nor  does  it 
admit  of  a  doubt  whether  any  sinner  who  cotncs  to 
Christ  by  fiiitii  shall  effectually  partake  of  redcmp* 
tion  and  salvation.  These  are  glorious  facts.  Some* 
times  the  boast  of  liberality  has  been  attached  to 
the  belief  of  universal  redemption :    but  vain  the 
boast,  till  it  can  be  demonstrated,  that  such  ti  view 
of  the  Gospel  furnishes  any  real  advantage.     We 
believe,  witli  our  brethren,  that  the  death  of  Christ 
will  be  efiectual  for  the  salvation  of  all  who  believe: 
and  they  admit,  as  well  as  we,  that  no  man,  eonti*^ 
nuing  in  unbelief,  has  an  interest  in  any  one  saving 
good :  but  the  inquiry  relates  to  the  intended  scope 
and  efficacy  of  the  death  of  Christ.     Far  be  it  from* 
me  to  go  about  to  "  limit  tlie  Holy  One  of  Israel,'^ 
in  the  regards  of  his  mercy :  yet  while  we  trace  it*^ 
discovery,  let  us  carry  the  lamp  of  truth  with  us  i 
let  us  hear  what  God  shall  speak. 

It  is  of  importance  in  this  inquiry,  to  ascertam 
the  purpose  and  grace  of  the  eternal  Father ;  the 
determination  of  his  holy  will.  We  find  it  dedared 
(and  they  are  words  of  charming  sound),  "  God  so 
loved  the  worlds  that"  (wlien  fallen  angels  were 
left  to  perish)  **  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
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whosoever  believeth  on  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life."    John  iii.   Itf.     This  repre- 
sentation plainly  teaches  the  discrimination  of  Divine 
Lovei  and  its  final  intention.     It  designed  the  ever- 
lasting life  of  all  believers.     And  if  it  be  a  truth 
beypnd  all  controversy,   that,  "  faith  is  not  of  our- 
sekes,"  but  thnt^ ''  it  is  the  gift  of  God,"  then  the 
extent  of  the  death  of  Christ,  in  its  final  efficacy, 
must  exactly  correspond  with  the  original  design : 
for  he   ^^  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of 
Jiis  own  will/'     Other  expressions  reveal  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Father's  purpose :  "  Thou  hast  given 
him  power  over  all  flesh,  that  he  should  give  eter- 
nal life  to  as  many  as  thou  hast  given  him."  John 
xvii.  ii..    Not  all  the  world,   but  a  remnant  given 
"  out  of  the  world."     And  they  are  such  as  the  Fa- 
ther had  first  a  special  interest  in:  '^  thine  they  were, 
and  thou  gavest  them  me."     "  This  is  the  will  of 
^ira  that  sent  me,  that  of  all  which  he  hath  given 
me,  I  should  losp  nothing,  but  should  raise  it  up 
again  at  the  last  day."  John  vi.   39»      Had  God 
willed  the  redemption  of  all  men,  he  would  have 
given  all  men  to  Christ.     But  these  testimonies  con- 
strain me  to  believe  that  none  were  given  to  Chris^ 
but  such  as  are  eventually  and  everlastingly  saved. 

The  intention  of  Christ  in  dyings  it  seems,  wa» 
in  perfect  harmony  with  that  of  his  heavenly  Father. 
And  this  is  a  consideration  that  contributes  greatly 
to  the  manifestation  of  the  truth  in  this  reference. 
'^  All  mine  are  thine,  and  tliine  are  mine,  and  I  am 
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glorified  in  theni."  My  friend  has  not  been  so  in- 
attentive an  inquirer  after  truth,  as  not  to  Imve  no- 
ticed the  many  characters  of  discrimination  applied 
to  those  for  whom  Christ  died.  These  all  bear  an 
irresistible  testimony  in  favour  of  an  election  of 
grace.  Thus  it  was  promised  the  Redeemer,  **  When 
thou  shalt  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  he  shall 
see  his  seed."  (Isa.  liii.  10.)  Such  is  the  purpose  and 
grace  of  Christ~"  I  lay  dovm  my  life  for  the  sheep.** 
(Joha  X.  15  )  Who  arc  Christ's  sheep,  is  afterwards 
plainly  stated :  "  My  sheep  hear  my  voke^  and  I 
know  them,  and  they  follow  m^."  (ver,  87.)  The  in- 
spired Apostle  has  the  same  view  of  the  intended 
scope  of  his  Saviour's  death :  **  Feed  the  church  oi 
God,  which  he  has  purchased  with  bis  own  blood/' 
(Acts  XX.  28.)  '^  Christ  alsa  loved  the  cfaurcft,  and 
gave  himself  for  it"  (Eph.  v.  S5.)  The  Church  of 
God  is  not  all  the  world,  but  a  selection  from  it. 
Nor  does  the  Apostle  intend  the  visible  church :  ra^ 
ther,  it  is  the  church  of  believers.  It  is  '^  the  body 
of  Christ : "  He  is  its  Head  of  influence,  as  well  as 
of  government :  and  he  will  '^  present  it  to  him- 
self a  glorious  church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  such  thing/'  In  other  Scriptures,  we  find  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Saviour^s  dying  love  styled  *^  his  peo- 
ple :"  **  Thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he 
shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins."  (Matt.  i.  21.) 
**  Who  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem 
us  firoin  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  pecu- 
liar people,  zealous  of  good  works."    (Tit.  ii.  14  ) 
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These  Scriptures,  if  I  mistake  not,  will  furnish  a 
humble  inquirer  after  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
word  with  an  unequivocal  and  explicit  answer. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  my  friend  to  ano- 
ther view  of  this  subject.  In  the  light  of  Scripture, 
I  think  I  see,  that  "  tlie  power  of  Christ's  resur- 
rection "  is  of  equal  extent  with  the  inteaded  effi- 
cacy of  his  death":  or,  in  other  words,  that  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  effectual  calling,  and 
sanctification,  and  glory,  precisely  demonstrates  the 
extent  of  his  purchase. 

4  The  Lord  Jesus,  in  his  mediatorial  character  acted 
a3  the  common  representative  of  those  whom  the 
Father  bad  given  him ;  his  people^  hb  churchy  bis 
sheepy  hhseed*  When  he  died,  their  ransom  was  paid : 
when  he  was  raised  again,  it  was  for  their  justification. 
^'Tbe  second  Adam,"  to  all  his  promised  seed,  his  ran- 
somed people^  '^  is  a  quickening  Spirit"  Virtually, 
when  their  Surety  was  discharged  and  exalted,  they 
were  ''  quickened  together  with  him,  and  raised  up 
together,  and  made  to  sit  together  in  heavenly  places 
in  Christ  Jesus;"  (Eph.  ii.  5,  6.):  "  Christ  the  first 
fruits,  and  afterwards,  they  that  are  Christ's  at  his 
coming."  Herein  is  a  sure  pledge  of  the  conver- 
sion and  everlasting  salvation  of  all  the  Father  bad 
given  him.  *'  Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in  the 
day  of  thy  power."  (Ps.  ex.  3.).  Such  was  the  joy 
which  our  Lord  anticipated.  ^'  Other  sheep  I  have 
which  are  not  of  this  fold ;  them  also  must  I  brin|^ 
and  they  shallhcar  my  voice."  (John  x.  l6.) 
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Memorable   is  the  representation    the   Apostle 
^ives  of   "  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power 
us  ward  who  believe/'   He  traces  it  back  to  the 
esurrection  of  Christ,  as  if  it  were  tlie  continuance 
f  the  same  act :  "  according  to  the  working  of  his 
ighty  power,  which  he  wrought  in  Christ,  when  he 
ised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at  his  own 
Jit  hand  in  heavenly  places."    (Eph.  i.  19,  20.) 
«  Holy  Spirit,  in  this  Scripture,  plainly  tea^ches, 
t  the  conversion  of  a  sinner  is  a  great   woiic ; 
t  it  is  the  work  of  God  ;  that  there  is  in  it  a  dis* 
y  of  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power;  and 
^his  wondrous  effect^  wherever  it  appears^  was 
^rtained  by  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  tfaa 


n  perfect  harmony  with  this  ^ntiment  is  the  re^ 

ion  of  the  Aposde  Peter,  when  speaking 

hrist  as  the  sure  foundation  tyf  his  people's  faith: 

o  whom  coming  as  unto  a  living  stone^  disallowed 

^edofmen,  but'chositiof  God «and  precious,  ye 

,  as  lively  stoAes,  are  built  up  a  spiritual  bouse/' 

^et  ii.  4,  5.)    J  livehf  stonel  A.  stone,  by  the 

on  of  inherent  principles,  coming  to  the  founda- 

!   The  philosophy  of  nature  would  pronounce  it 

absuirdity.     And  truly,  it  is  a  miracle  of  power 

grace,  when  souls  that  were  dead  in  trespasses 

sin,  are  found  alive  to  spiritual  apprehensions 

afiections,  and  appear  *^  fleeing  for  refuge  to 

lold  of  the  liope  set  before  "  them.    This  is  4he 
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wonderful  effect  of  that  ^'  mighty  power  which'  be 
wrought  in  Christ,  when  he.  raised  him  from  the 
dead."  That  ^*  living  Stone/*  communicates  t 
quickening  power  to  ransomed  myriads,  who  lie  un* 
distinguished  from  the  rest  in  Nature's  quarry,  and 
constitutes  them  lively  stones,  and  perpetuates  the 
life  it  gives.  Hence  the  subjects  of  renewing  grace 
are  said  to  be  **  risen  with  Christ,''  and  to  **  seek 
those  things  which  are  above/'  Hence  their  new 
life  takes  its  rise,  and  hence  t  hir  distinguishing 
temper  and  character. 

It  is  of  importauce»  likewise,  to  remark,  how  ezpli* 
citly  and  fully  our  Lord  declares,  thftt  the  effectual 
calling  and  salvation  of  sinneiis  is  the  never-fiiiiing 
and  necessary  effect  of  the  Father's  purpose,  and  bis 
own  purchase :  ^  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me 
shall  come  unto  me."  (Jdin  vL  S7.)  And  aa  the 
other  hand,  how  clearly  he  represents  final  impeni- 
tence and  unbelief^  «s  demonstrating  a  want  of  inte* 
vest  in  his  dying  love !  '^  But  ye  believe  not,  because 
ye  are  not  of  my  sheep."  {John  x.  36.)  In  the  great 
day,  he  will  solemnly  disown  and  rgect  the  suit  off 
ungodly  sinners,  as  if  he  never  had  their  salvation  in 
view:  **  Then  will  I  profess  unto  them,  I  never  knew 
you ;  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity."  (Matt 
vii.  23.)  But  the  good  She[Aerd  knows  the  sheep 
he  has  ransomed  :  he  will  seek  them  out,  and  ga« 
ther  them  home,  and  not  one  of  them  shall  be  lost 

The  strongest  expression,  in  fiivour  of  ouivcnNd 
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redemption,  that  I  recollect^  is  that  of  the  Apostle 
John  :  '^  And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins ;  and 
not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole^ 
world."  (1  John  ii.  3.)  But  if  the  blood  of  Christ 
was  the  ransoai-{H*ice  stipulated  for  the  whole  world, 
then  evidently,  and  of  necessity,  all  must  be  saved ; 
the  ransomed  captives  shall  all  be  delivered.  For 
'^  shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  r " 
Then  that  challenge  belongs  individually  to  all; 
'^  Who  is  he  that  eondemneth?  It  is  Christ  that 
died ;  yea,  rather  that  is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also  niaketh  intercession 
for  us."  (Rom.  viii.  34.)  "  For  if,  when  we  were 
enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of 
hUs  Son ;  much  more,  being  reconciled,  shall  we  be 
saved  by  his  life.^'  (Rom.  v.  10,)  Approach  thy  Sa^ 
Fiour,  my  90ul,  and  bear  from  hb  own  lips,  whether 
he  maketh  intercession  for  transgressors  universally^ 
lie  speaks  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  as  if  he  meant 
to  be  fully  uiiderstood ; — ^^  I  pray  for  them :  I  praj 
not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou  hast  given 
me,  for  tliey  are  thine."  (John  xvii.  9.)  The  re* 
presentation,  therefore,  of  Paul  must  explain  that 
^f  John : — '*  Whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  pro^ 
pidation  through  faith  in  bis  blood,  to  declare  his 
righteousness,  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past» 
through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to  declare,  I  say, 
at  this  time  his  rightaousness ;  that  be  might  be  just, 
and  the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus.'' 
(  Rom.  iii.  S  5,  aff.)    Tlie  design  of  the  Spirit  of  Goct 
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in  both  these  Apostles,  is  to  proclaim  the  full  suffi- 
ciency of  the  death  of  Christ ;  and  to  declare  the 
propitiatory,  the  mercy-seat,  free  of  access  to  bt' 
lieving  sinners  universally.  There  is  no  exclusion 
of  any  nation  or  any  language.  Any  individual  of 
all  the  children  of  men,  be  his  iniquities  ever  so  mul- 
tiplied and  aggravated,  whose  heart  is  prepared  to 
honour  Christ  as  his  Saviour,  and  who  comes  by  faith, 
unto  him,  shall  find  ^*  redemption  through  his  blood, 
even  the  forgiveness  of  sins." 

Paul  teaches,  that  the  honour  of  God*s  justice  is 
engaged  for  the  salvation  of  those  whom  Christ  has 
ransomed.  God  will  be  just,  i^hen  he  is  *^  the 
justifier  of  him  that  believeth ; ''  when  be  shall  pfx>^ 
claim,  "  As  for  thee  also,  by  the  blood  of  thy  cove 
nant,  I  have  sent  forth  the  prisoners  out  of  the  pit 
wherein  is  no  water.*'  (Zech.  ix.  U.)  Chrbt  will 
have  no  further  demand:  *-  He  shall  see  of  the  tra- 
vel of  his  soul,  and  shall  be  satisfied.^*  You  and 
I  shall  behold  the  extent  of  redeeming  love  in  count- 
less myriads ;  and,  I  trust,  shall  celebrate  distin- 
guishing mercy,  in  our  own  salvation  :  with  a  voice 
as  loud,  and  a  heart  as  warm,  as  any  of  tbeirs«  we 
shall,  in  full  assembly,  sing,  "  Thou  art  worthy ;  for 
thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  unto  God  by 
thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
people,  and  nation.* '•      *  .     • 

You  ask  again  :  Is  the  Divine  visitation  to  all  ? 
Or,  Are  all  men  ftivoured  with  such  a  dispensation  of 
ybfB  fffwi^  of  God  as  is  3ufficieiit  for  their  salvatioa? 
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Still  remember,  my  dear  friend,  we  are  not  con- 
sulting our  feelings,  but  inquiring  for  facts. — I  see 
no  reason  for  one  painful  apprehension  respecting 
the  future  state  of  infants,  dying  such.  There  is 
enough  to  satisfy  us,  that  their  salvation  is  fully 
secured  by  the  death  of  Christ.  How  much  they 
were  on  his  heart,  his  opened  arms,  and  his  gra- 
cious words  declare:  "  Suffer  little  children,  and  for- 
bid them  not,  to  come  unto  me :  for  of  siieh  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.*^  Herein  is  a  ground  of  firm 
]>ersuasion,  that  the  grace  of  Christ  will  provide 
thein  an  asylum  in  death  ;  that  he  will  prevent  and 
surprise  them  with  his  salvation.  What  myriads 
of  them  may  we  realize,  gathered  around  the  throne! 
Hot\'  sweet  and  how  loud  their  strains ! 

Babes  thither  caught  from  womb  and  breast. 
Claim  right  to  praise  above  the  rest ; 
Because  they  found  the  happy  short 
They  never  saw  nor  sought  before. 

The  determination  of  the  Most  High  respecting 
the  everlasting  state  of  the  heathen,  remains,  as 
yet,  within  liis  own  breast.  It  were  presumption 
to  dictate  to  the  Judge  of  all.  Truly,  I  should  have 
heart-felt  joy  in  the  discovery  of  such  a  dispensa- 
tion of  grace  to  them,  as  has  been  asserted.  But 
what  shall  I  say  ?  The  regards  of  Providence  are, 
doubtless,  extended  to  them.  Their  lusts  and  pas* 
sions  are  not  entirely  without  restraint :  and  some- 
thing of  Nature's  light  they  still  retain.  Yet,  alas! 
their  gross  igrior&nce>  and  extreme  stupidity !  Care, 
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ful  researches  have  produced  a  doubt,  respecting 
vast  territories  of  them,  whether  they  have  any,  even 
the  least,  idea  of  the  being  of  a  God.  True  it  is,  that 
^'  light  is  come  into  the  world,  which  lighteth  every 
man."  (John  i«  9.)  Our  hemisphere  has  been 
blessed  with  this  light  But  they,  as  yet,  ^  ^^  are 
sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death.'* 
(Luke  i.  79.)  They  seem  to  want  the  first  notices  of 
breaking  day.  Yet  the  time  to  favour  them  will 
come ;  and  the  messengers  of  the  grace  of  God  will 
go  under  a  Divine  commission,  ^^  to  open  their  eyes, 
and  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God."  (Acts  xxvi*  1 8.)    . 

Indeed,  with  reference  to  multitudes  in  civilized 
and  Christian  countries,  would  to  God  thpt  this  visir 
tation  were  manifest !   There  wants  no  proof  that 
^'  the  world  lieth  in. wickedness,"  under  the  power 
of  "  the  wicked  one,"  "  the  spirit  that  now  worketb 
in  the  children  of  disobedience."    And  till  the  Go* 
spel  comes,  ^*  not  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power, 
and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,"  I  am  constrained,  by  the 
testimony  of  Scripture,    to  lament  over   jdiein   as 
*^  having  the  understanding  darkened^  being  alie- 
nated from  the  Ufe  of  God  s "  nay,  and  ^i  dead  iq 
trespasses  and  sins." 

In  the  light  of  Scripture,  it  is  far  from  being  mar 
nifest,  that  men  are  all  born  in  a  state  of  grape  an4 
favour ;  that  Christ  hath  obtained  reconciliation  fof 
all ;  and  that  none  miss  of  heaven,  but  those  who 
reject  Christ  by  unbelief.    That  cpnfession  of  thjs 
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Apostle  respecting  liimself  and  his  fellow-Cfaristians^ 
constrains  a  very  different  sentiment ;  '^  and  were 
by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  even  as  others." 
(Eph.  ii.  3.) 

Indeed,  I  am  obliged  to  admit  the  doctrine  of  the 
Divine  Sovereignty,  when  I  contemplate  the  distribu* 
tion  of  the  good  things  of  this  life.     And  I  most 
confess  to  my  friend,  that  I  cannot  look  within  mCt 
or  around  me,  through  heaven,  or  through  earth,  but 
the  discriminations  of  the  grace  of  God  appear  in  a 
strong  light.    Sometimes  my  thoughts  rove  among 
the  spirits  of  the  just  in  heaven  :  nor  can  V  meet 
an  individual  there,  who  is   not   ready  to  ascribe 
his   salvation   to   distinguishing  grace.        I  apj^y 
to  Abraham^  (Gen.  xii.);  to  Isaac;  and  to  Jacob. 
(Gen.  xxi.  IS.,  Rom.  ix.  11,18.);    and  each,  eagerly 
adverting  to  his  own  history,  sings  with  rapture  of 
preventing  and  surprising  mercy.     While  I  am  ad- 
dressing the  posterity  of  Jacob,  (Josh.  xxiv.  8, 3, 4., 
Deut  vii.  7.,  £zek.  xvi.  9,  3.) ;  and  David,  (Ps. 
Ixxviii.  70,  71) ;  and  Jeremiah,  (Jer.  i.  5) ;  the  warm 
spirit  of  Paul  chides  the  inquiry,  and,  with  a  heart 
enflamed  anew  with  the  subject,  proclaims  his  love, 
*  *  who  separated  him  from  his  mother's  womb^  and 
^^alled  him  by  his  girace;'*  (Acts  ix.  15.  Gal.  i.  15, 
16.) ;  and  snatched  him,    going  to  Damascus^  as 
^ '  a  brand  out  of  the  fire.''    Then,  looking  with  joy 
towards  the  Throne,  in  the  name  of  all  his  kindred 
Saints,  he  exclaims,  He  **  hath  saved  us,  and  called 
^^8  with  an  holy  calling ;  not  according  to  our  works. 
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but  according  to  bis  own  purpose  and  grace,  which 
was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus,  before  the  world 
beg^/'  (2  Tim.  i.  9.) 

Then  I  look  into  the  Scriptures :  there  I  find  it 
was  a  subject  of  Christ  s  ministry,  ''  the  faithful  and 
true  witness."  He  preached  it  to  the  Nazarenes  ia 
bis  first  sermon,  and  it  turned  their  admiration  into 
murderous  rage.  (Luke  iv.  25.)  He  connected  it 
with  the  gracious  design  of  his  incarnation :  '^  I  am 
the  good  Shepherd :  the  good  Shepherd  giveth  his 
life  for  the  sheep.''  (John  x.  1 1.)  He  charged  the 
memoty  of  his  disciples  with  this  reflection;  ^'  Ye 
have  not.  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you/'  (John 
XV.  16.)  With  peculiar  solemnity,  yet  lively  joy^  be 
gives  to  bis  heavenly  Father  the  glory  of  bis  so- 
vereignty; and  to  this  ascribes  the  conversion  of 
sinner^  :  '/  In  that  hour  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and 
said,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and 
i^arth,  that  thou  bast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise 
and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto  babes; 
even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight." 
(Luke  X.  SI.)  In  I^is. intercessory  prayer,  John  Kvii. 
he  thus  represents  his  couimission,  '^  tliat  he  should 
give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  bast  given  him." 
(John  xvii.  2.)  He  npticqs  the  extent  of  his  inter* 
cession ;  "  Neither  pray  I  for  these  alon6«  but  for 
them  also  which  sbi^U  believe  on  me  through  their 
word."  (ver.  20.  fi4.)  He  realizes  the  recompence  of 
bb  humiliation,  and  the  increase  of  bis  kingdom : 
'^  Fatberi  I  will  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  gi-ven 


LETTERS*  331 

mc,  be  with  mc  where  I  am ;  that  they  may  behold 
my  glory." 

Paul's  Epistles  breathe  the  spirit  of  his  Master. 
The  saints  are  "  the  called  according  to  God's  pur- 
pose.    For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  pre- 
destinate to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son. 
Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also 
called,  and  justified,  and-  glorified."  (Rom.  viii.  S9, 
SO.)     In  the  next  chapter,  he  explains  and  defends 
the  doctrine.  (Rom.  ix.)     In  an  opening  page  of 
the  Book  of  Life,  he  beholds  the  names  of  his  dear 
friends  at  The'ssalonica,  and  in  effectual  calling  be- 
holds the  operation  of  everlasting  love  :   "  Knowing 
brethren,   beloved,  your  election  of  God.     For  our 
Gospel  came  unto  you,  not  in  word  only,  but  also 
in  power."  (1  Thess.  i.  4,  5.)     Observe  the  glowing 
ardour  of  his  language  when  he  congratulates  them, 
"  because  God"  had  **  from  the  beginning  chosen  " 
them  "to  salvation."  (2  Thess.  \u  13,  14.)     And 
how  his  spirit  seems  to  exult  in  this  grace  with  the 
Ephesians !     "  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all 
spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ ;  ac- 
cording as  he  hath  chosen  us  in  him,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world."  (Eph.  i.  S — 6.)     It  is  like- 
wise observable  how  this  view  of  the  truth  of  God 
relieves  his  mind,  while  contemplating  affectinjr  in- 
stances of  seduction  and  apostacy :    "  Nevertheless, 
the  foundation  of  God  staudetb  sure,  having  this 
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seal,  The  Lord,  knoweth  them  that  arc  his"  (^  Tim- 
ii.  19.)  Peter  addresses  believers  in  Christ  as  "» 
chosen  generation,"  *'  elect  according  to  the  fore- 
knowledge of  God  the  Father."  (1  Pet  ii.  S.) 
James  sees  with  delight  "  the  poor  of  this  world,"  by 
discriminating  ^ace,  made  ^^  heirs  of  the  king^oiOy*' 
(James  i.  5.)  John  thinks  with  joy  of  '^  the  Book 
of  Life  of  the  Lamb  sla'n  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,"  (Rev.  xiiL  8 ;  Rev.  xxL  S7) :  and  hails  their 
present  security  and  future  ^ory,  whose  names  are 
written  therein. 

.  These  Scripture  testimonies,  to  me^  appear  &Uy 
to  establish  the  doctrine  of  God*s  sovereignty  in  his 
eternal  purpose.  We  behold  an  equal  exercise  of 
sovereignty  in  the  measures  taken  to  carry  thatpur^ 
pose  into  effect. 

If  we  trace  the  progress  of  the  Gospel^  and  the 
course  of  its  ministers y  we  see  and  confess  that  ^  all 
things  are  of  God."  Paul,  and  his  fellow-labourers. 
"  were  forbidden  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  preach  the 
word  in  Asia :  they  essayed  to  go  into  Bithynia,  but 
the  Spiritsuffered  them  not."  (Acts  xvi.  6,7.)  Yet  by 
thesame  authority,  ^*  the  word  of  this  salvation ''  was 
sent  to  Antioch,  (Acts.  xiii.  26.)  Paul  receives  a  spe- 
cial commission,  directing  him  to  Corinth,  because 
^he  Lord  "has  much  people  in"  that  "city."  (Act9 
xviii.  10.)  And  "  Simeon  hath  declared  how  God,  at 
the  first,  did  visit  the  Gentiles,  to  take  out  qf  them  % 
people  for  his  Name."  (Acts  xy.  I^}    There  is  • 
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manifest  discrimination,  respecting  outward  means 
in  the  present  day.  What  a  privileged  isle  is  ours, 
when  compared  with  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
world  !  '^  He  hath  not  dealt  so  with  *'  many  '^  na- 
tions— •"  Yet  in  Britain  these  advantages  are  not 
universally  enjoyed.  Here  is  the  bright  shining  of 
Gospel  truth ;  there  unhappy  multitudes  ^'  sit  in 
darkness.**  "  The  wind  **  that  "  bloweth  where  it 
listeth/*  has  hither  borne  the  fructifying  cloud  :  '^  the 
Lord  coBunanded  the  blessing.*'  There  the  curse  of 
barrenness  appears,  as  if  it  had  been  said,  ^'  let 
there  be  no  dew,  neither  let  there  be  rain  upon  you.'* 
How  shall  we  account  for  this  difference,  but  by 
resolving  it  into  the  sovereign  will  of  God,  who 

-moves  ID  a  mysterious  way. 

His  wonders  to  perform : 

who  grants  the  means  where  he  has  a  purpose  of 
grace  to  effect ;  and  whose  "  goings  "  are  still  seen, 
where  he  has  ^^  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is  lost!'* 
If  we  contemplate  the  different  success  of  the  Go* 
spely  we  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  the  same 
sovereignty.  When  God  works,  what  feeble  means  be- 
come effectual ;  and  how  unexpectedly  and  quickly  is 
the  dbange  produced:  while,  in  many  affecting  instances, 
the  most  probable  means,  employed  with  the  greatest 
earnestness,  are  long,  very  long,  tried  in  vain.  Here 
and  there  we  meet  with  aLydia,  whose  heart  the  Lord 
has  opened.  We  are  enabled  to  congititulateiome:  ^'Yo 
were  some  time  darkn^s,  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the 
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aiembei*s  are  all  created  ane^T  in  Christ  Jesus*  I 
hear  the  creature  man  give  glory  to  Grod,  aclmoir* 
ledging,  ^'  Thine  eye  did  see  my  substance,  yet  being 
unperfect;  and  in  thy  book  all  my  members  were 
written,  which  in  continuance  were  fashioned,  whra 
as  yet  there  was  none  of  them/'  Why  should  this 
acknowledgment  be  deemed  inapplicable  to  the  Head 
of  the  Church?  It  is  the  joy  of  a  renewed  Bind 
to  notice  bis  reference  to  bis  Father's  piurpose 
in  that  delightful  prayer  >  ^^  Father,  I  wiU  that  they 
fdso  whom  thoa  hast  given  me,  be  with  me  where  I 
am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory !  '^  But  hereatov 
when  he  shall  behold  his  glorious  bodjr  the  Cfamtli 
made  perfect  in  holiness,  how  transpoili^g  vrill  ib 
be  to  hear  him  say,  '^  Father,  behM  !  I  and  the 
childred  whom  thou  bast  ^ven  me  P' 

I  appeal,  yet  further,  to  the  midetBtandfioig  of 
iny  friend,  and  a^k,  Whetlier  it  be  not  perfectly^ 
and  Just  that  God  shoidd  discrimmate  ?  .  You  are 
sensiUe  of  the  misery  of  our  natural  stale.  Ncme 
have  any  ability  for  their  own  salvaliion ;  none  any 
^aim;  no  reasonable  complaint  can  be  offisred; 
"  every  mouth  is  stopped ; ''  and  if  any  are  saved, 
it  must  be  "to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  Free. 
Grace."  If  others  perish,  it  is  after  God  basea- 
dured  them  with  much  long-sufiering ;  th^y  are 
**  vessels  of  wrath  fitted"  (not  by  any. Operation  of 
the  Divine  decree,  but  by  their,  own  sin^  fifted) 
"  for  destruction.^'  (Rom.  ix.  asi.) 


Let  us  take  care  that  we  have  right  apprehen* 
^ions  of  the  Divine  decree.    If  I  conceive  aright,  tht 
decree  of  God  relates  not  so  much  to  the  actions  of 
men,   as  to  the  Divine  proceedings.     It  determined 
not,  at  least  directly,  what  man  shall  do,  but  what 
God  will  da     Man,  as  a  depraved  creature,  if  left 
to  himself^  will  do  wickedly,  and,  by  fatal  neces^ 
aity,  must  perish.     God,  in  his  just  and  wise  and 
holy  decree,  resolves  how  far  sin  shall  be  permitted 
and  punished ;  add  to  what  extent  his  mercy  shaH 
be  manifested.    Then,  the  doctrine  of  predestina- 
tion, fairly  stated,  cannot  be  said  to  make  God  the 
author  of  sin.     Wherever  there  is  repentance  and 
faith,  "  the  exceeding  greatness  of  God's  power  **  h, 
to  be  acknowledged.     But  when  man  sins,  and  con^^ 
tihues  in  impenitence  and  unbelief,  the  cause  is  to  be 
found,  not  in  God*8  decree,  but  in  the  depravity  and 
pcrverseness  of  his  own  nature.     The  decree  esta- 
blishes no  fatal  necessity ;  it  imposes  no  restraint  ou 
human  liberty.    True,  it  pcnnitted  the  fall  of  man  ; 
it  permitted  the  cruelty  of  Joseph's  bretlircn,  and 
the  murderous  proceedings  of  the  Jews  and  Romans; 
yet  they  acted  with  unrestrained  freedom :    and  if 
the  wrath  of  God  still  abide  on  the  guilty  sinner,  he 
will  be  confounded,    and  never  able   to  open  bin 
mouth   in   answer   to   that  appeal,     ^^  Ilaet  thou 
not  procured  this  unto  thyself,  in  that  thou  hast 
forsaken  the  Lord  thy  God  ?  '*  (Jcr.  ii.  17)     "  Thcj 
wages,'*  the  just  recompence,  '*  of  sin  is  death  ;  but 
the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  thrpngh  Jesus  CI  rist 
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our  Lord."  It  is  likew^e  ^  be  repiiMrl^  ^  The  de- 
cree offers  no  discpitragement  4iQ  Ut^  use  Qf  iqewM^ 
It  is  not  a  deterinioat)oa  tb^^  fnen  ahfill  be  sawd,  ]dl 
|hem  live  a§  they  will.  It  coiipprebends  tbe  meaw 
]¥ith  th^  end.  The  aayeti  of  tbe  Lord  are  *^  chqaen 
to  saIyatioo>  through  ^foactilicaiioo  of  the.  Spiiit, 
and  belief  of  the  t^th."  (S  Tbe«s.  iL  13.)  In  like 
manner,  with  invariable  exactness  is  decreed  the  aar 
nual  product  of  the  ea^th,  the  term  of  man^s  lifi^t 
and  the  issue  of  every  ^chen^e  and  parauit  of  the 
iiuman  heart.  Yet,  hepce  arises  no  impediment  tn  the 
exertions  of  tbe  husbandnifiiQ,  tbe  physician,  or  the 
merdiant.  It  gave  untp  Paul  tbe  lives  of  iril  !vho 
sailed  with  him ;  yet  they  must  contimie.  ^  i|a  the 
ship,  or  they  c^not  be  saye^."  (ActsxxviLftSi.) 

.  This  view  of  the  decree  tviU  help  us  ta  a  mady  in- 
terpretation of  some  pe^s^ages.  of  Scriptuie  |bat  at 
first  sight  may  appear  hard  to  be  understood  >-?^  As 
it  is  written,  Jacob  have  I  loved,  but  Esau  have  I 
hated.''  (Rom.  ix«  13»)  Mercy  saves  the  one;  the 
other  is  left  under  a  righteous  condemnation.  I(  is 
said  of  Gody  that  '^  whom  he  will,  he  faardeneth ;  *^ 
that  he  "  hardened  Pharoah's  heart,"  (ver.  18.)  and 
the  heart  of  the  Jews."  (John  xii.  4.)  Nothbg  more 
is  meant  tlian  that  he  withheld  hi^  Spirit  front  them. 
He  took  off  the  restraint  from  their  lusts^  and  left 
them  in  tlie  power  of  Satan.-rl  have  often  re^unded^ 
water,  in  its  natural  state,  and  without  tha  inflw^ff 
of  tlic  sun,  as  a  sticking  emblem  of  tbe  heart  of  man^ 
without  ttie  grace  of  God.    It  is  cold  and  fa«rd  as 


ice.;  itiitN^ofttely're^tetheveryrimpression.  Then 
D^id!s  .prayer  abaU  be  minc^  *^  Cast  me  not  away 
from  thy  presence)  and  ;take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
Ir^in  me !/' 

DearSarioiar,  sleep  tliis  rock  of  mine, 

la  thine  own  crimson  sea: 
Nonebut  a  bath  of  blood  Divine 

Can  melt  the  flint  awaj. 

Inddedj  ivny  friend,  I  rconaider  it,  not  only  as  just 
dmdTfiti.'tbat.Qod  should  diBcrimiQate,  and  tbat  firom 
<«t^niatyi  }iut  X  caniiot:  account  for  tbe  salvation  of 
^D^  one  Bitrnef  but  on  this  ground.  It  must  of  ne^ 
ieisikjf  be  se.  Does  the  word  of  truth  represent  man 
in  his  QHttif^l  state  as  '^dead  in  trespasses  and  sins?*' 
AestifeMe  (Of  ^ery  degrcfe  of  Divine  affection  or  «p- 
rfin^ension  ?  Sc^leiQn  thought !  '^  Who  then  can  be 
^aaiired?''  My  <Miltf  consolation  is  found  m  that  assu- 
-sauce,  ^^Withroan^  indeedj  this  js  impossible,  but 
¥rittiGod  aU  tldiigs  bx%  posuble«'*  (Matt  xiz.  25,  S6.) 
This  is  our  fencouri|geBient  in  prophesying  to  dry 
jiones.  .And  -does  GoA^  in  ^my  instance,  effect  so 
Ipf^atrarCihantge?  Theni  from  eternity  he  foreknew  it. 
And  if  be  .^oieknew  it,  it  was  because  he  decreed 
ik.  Nor  can  I  think  that  tbe  notices  of  this  decree, 
in  the  Word  of  God^  nrhile  accompanied  witii  so 
JWQj  pco(9ous  .priunises  to  encourage  penitential  and 
-^^oUe^g  pi^yer^  :can  reasonably  resist  the  hope  of 
^one  aentfble  sinner.  Rather  should  it  enliven  ex- 
jMCtfitian^  and  embolden  prayer. 

la  nadiiEig  Hffi  Scriptures,    you  ^vill  find  some 
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passages  that  clearly  support  this  doctrine  ;    and 
others,  that  seem  to  wear  a  different  aspect.     One 
distinction,  if  I  mistake  not,  generally  serves  as  a  clue 
to  an  easy  interpretation :    I  mean,  the  distinction 
between  the  covenant  of  grace  and  the  dispensa* 
Hon  of  that  covenant. — The  covenant,  as  a  sacred 
stipulation  between  the  Father  and  the  Son  from 
tW  eternity,   is,  with  reference  to  the  parties  con* 
tracted  for,  deteiminate ;   to  them  its  promises  arft 
nneonditional  and  absolute.'     The  foundation  on 
t^hich  they  stand  is  firm;  **  in  hope  of  eternal  life 
1^'hich  God  that  cannot  lie  promised"  to  Christ,  their 
Representative,  "  before  the  world  began/*  (Tit  !• 
2.) — ^The  dispensation  of  the  covenant.  111  the  over- 
ture of  the  Gospel,  is  indefinite  aiid  conditkmat. 
Our  God  appears  on  a  throne  of  mercy :  he  **  batii 
no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked  j "  bis  scep^ 
tre  is  mercy;  his  proclamations  mercy;  'his  apo- 
sties  and  ministers  are  commissioned  to  "  go  mto 
all  the  Avorld,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  eVery  crea- 
turc."      And  they  have  authority  for  saying,*  **  As 
though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  prayyoi^ 
in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God!**    The* 
are  the  means  by  which  the  chief  Shepherd  is  pleased 
*'  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is  lost."     Th*&s  the 
eternal  decree  is  brought  into  effect,    and    unbe- 
lievers are  left  without  excuse. — Observing  this  dis- 
tinction, you  will  readily  see,  that,  in  reality,  ther^ 
is  nothing  contradictory  between  absolute '  promise? 
a!>d  conditional  overtures.    The  former  belong  tQ 
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tiie  covenant,  and  apply  only  to  Christ  and  to  his 
spiritual  seed.  The  latter  belong  to  the  dispensa- 
tion of  the  covenant,  and  are  applicable  to  all  w  ho 
hear  the  Gospel. 

Were  the  question  now  to  be  aslced,  "  Has  every 
maUi  under  the  Gospels  a  dispensation  of  grace  suf- 
ficient for  his  salvation  ? "  I  had  much  rather  state 
certain  premises^  and  leave  the  conclusion.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  is  a  fact,  that  man  in  himself,  and  by 
nature,  is  "  without  strength."  "  By  grace  are  ye 
$av.ed,  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it 
is  the  gift  of  God."  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  every 
man  under  the  Gospel  is  favoured  with  that  disco- 
very  of  mercy,  and  aid  of  the  Spirit,  which,  if  he 
perish  in  unbelief,  will  be  found  an  awful  aggravation 
of  his  guilt  In  this  reference,  that  beautiful  meta- 
phor is  peculiarly  applicable {  ^\We  behold  with  de- 
Ught  the  colours  of  the  rainbow ;  we  clearly  distin- 
l^uish  every  one  of  them.  Yet  where  is  the  accu- 
rate  observer  w^o  will  undertake  to  determine  the 
exact  point  where  one  colour  terminates,  and  another 
begins?"  ^Dr.  Hawker's  Sermon  at  tiermondsey.) 
The  Lord  give  you  understanding  in  all  these  things ! 
Especially  be  it  your  wisdom  and  mine,  to  -^  give 
d)lige;nce  to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure  1" 

,1  remain, 
In  the  eadearnents  of  Chostiw  afiectioa, 

Yours, 
-      .  J*  B» 
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83  many  even  of  his  dear  children  have,  under  the 
heavy  pressure  of  outward  trouble ;  nor  has  he  ap» 
pointed  me  long  nights  of  disconsolate  darkness, 
apd  left  me  to  suffer  the  agony  of  a  i/voundcd  spi<f 
rit|  and  to  lament  in  vain  an  absent  God.  "  He 
knows  our  frame,  he  remembereth  that  we  are  but 
dusl;"  therefore  has  he  shewn  me  his  tender  mer-? 
cie3.  .  Nay,  he  has  made  all  his  goodness  to  pass 
before  me ;  he  has  accompanied  the  bitterest  cup, 
which  he  has  put  into  mine  hand^  with  \h^  kindest 
expressions  of  his  love,  and  enabled  me  to  gather 
the  choicest  and  most  beneficial  fruits  from  the  most 
piercing  sorrows :  and  O !  how  great  is  his  good- 
ness which  he  has  wrought  for  me  i  how  rich  his 
bounty,  how  multiplied  his  favours,  and  how  con- 
stantly renewed !  How  many  creature-comforts  ha9 
he  rendered  comfort^  indeed,  making  theffi  the  me- 
<|ium  Jby  which  to  convey  the  sweet  expressions  of 
his  love,  the  ful^lpient  of  covenant  promiseSi  the 
returns  of  prayer! 

But  the  burden  of  my  prayer,  and,  I  trust,  the 
earnest  desire  of  my  soul,  ^s,  to  have  a  heart .  pre- 
pared to  shew  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord,  to  serve 
him  with  fervent  affection,  and  at  the  sfjuxvd  time  in 
simplicity  and  godly  sincerity ;  to  pursue  po  other 
end  but  his  glory,  and  to  feel  the  mighty  influence 
of  his  dying  love  more  and  more  constraining  me* 
Alas !  that  amidst  the  experience  I  have  of  the  great 
mercy  of  God,  I  should  have  reason  to  acknow- 
ledge^ w  ith  gri^f  and  shame^  the  want  of  more  fer- 
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vour  of  spirit,  and  more  singleness  of  heart,  in  serving- 
the  Lord ;  and  thatj  under  such  obligations^  my  heart 
should  prove  like  the  deceitful,  and  therefore  inef- 
fectual, bow,  whose  arrow  wants  a  right  direction, 
or  a  sufficient  force,  to  bear  it  to  the  mark.  ^'  Unite 
my  heart,  O  God,  to  fear  thy  Name !"  Blessed  be 
his  Name !  he  has  not,  I  trust,  withheld  his  grace 
from  me  in  this  respect :  he  has  given  me  time  after 
time  to  see  reason  to  suspect  and  closely  to  exa*. 
mine  my  heart:  he  has  laid  me  low  in  shame  and 
grief  before  him  ;  but  I  trust  he  has  given  me  more 
grace,  and  enabled  me  to  serve  him  moi'e  in  truth 
and  love.  I  trust  the  time  to  favour  our  little  hill  of. 
Sion  is  come — ^a  time  of  refreshing  it  seems  to  be.: 
But  we  would  rejoice  with  trembling.  May  no  ac- 
cursed thing  be  found  amongst  us ;  nothing  to  grieve 
the  good  Spirit  of  our  God  I 

I  rejoice,  my  dear  children^  in  the  mercy  shewn 
you  in  providence  and  grace,  respecting  time  and 
eternity.  T^hia  (God,  I  trust;  will  be  your  God  for 
ever  and  ever.  He  will  be  your  children's  God 
after  you ;  and  this  is  an  inheritance  that  rises  high 
above  all  price,  but  that  of  the  precious  blood  of 
Christ.  Tw  too  well  secured  for  the  boar  out  of 
the  wood  to  w^te,  or  the  policy  of  earth  or  hell  to 
alienate;  and  it  is  too  excellent  for  time  itself  to 
destroy ;  it  is  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Oh !  be  it 
your  concern  to  live  near  this  God  of  love.  ..  That 
is  a  seat  of  relief  from  distracting  cares,  from  ov^r* 


WheTittfog'  i&mnws,  attd  ihsuppo^table  btirdeA^. 
Wbtin  bti  k  rietet,  his  yoke  is  6ftsy,  and  his  buiVfiih' 
is'h'^f;  and'  ih  the  keeping  of  His  eoiAttaaitdmetitS^ 
tHiere  is-  great  feward.  You  have  sought  his  fHtJnd-* 
^ip,  and  ft>ut)id  it.  Because  h&  first  drew  you  with' 
t!ie  cords  of  his  love,  fife  careftil'to  itaprove  everj^" 
^)c{)edient,  and  cv^ry  opportunity  to  ttimntaht  the' 
intercdurseis-of  that-  frifendsbip ;  and'  with  the  incr^e' 
of  prayer  tlnd' praiise,  tkke  care  that:  a-  put  otfering* 
daeendir  tb  God.  Watbh  against  ever^y  thitig  that 
Would  divide  yOnr  hbdrt*  from  hio),  abd'  then  th^ 
(^d^^nsions  df  hid  gracb  Will'  etiCdttrage  sucb'  a- 
H0I7  bcfldnisssand  wtt&tling iniportonii^  m yddf  ad- 
dHessi  sdeh'tf  ffitariess- ill  your  ^th;  and;  with  all, 

with*  a'  humble  rttrfgrtaiSbrt  to  tfte  wllf  of  Gbd,  ^ 

WHl  be  a  blessed'  evidenoe  tb  yo^y^jglvek-df  the  trtid 

spirit  of  adoption :  and  well'  i^  it  st&&,'**"i^  ttifit-  lie-. 
IfeVe  do  erifer  ittto  rest;"  i?o  he  giv^  dntb'  Itib  be- 
Ibved  rest— Urtt  amidst  ttie  gtttfreSr  of  ptbSiMfrity, 
and  the-troubleif  of  adver^ty ;  ]«8f  id  life's  aftotinf 
tkai,  and'deathVgloomy  valkv  aifd'thisttfist  thrsw«^ 
(rtyrftest-  of  rest  hi  Hfeaten,  wH^trwaV«'ana^*ottfir 
riliaHdever'coni'e. 

1  rejoice,  rfly  children;  in"  ydur  tettt^ed  etfjfei 

rietate' of  gteaf  mercy;  and,  I  trust;  tHanhkf  a>vsef. 
riant'  Ood,'  tiefbrt  whom  our  fath<!trs  wAkeO,  tik) 
<3fod'  who  has  nedeettibd'  us*  from  tfrany  evfia^  tlW 
ttieis^  not'ybu'  only;  but  ydur'oflSprfhgV  aWtfthSar, 


wiU  be  a*  ji^fSA  meetittigf  in  Heamto,  where  there 
shall  be  n<y  ohm  dMlbw-^n  fbis'  hepeF,  and  modi' 
tender aflRoodatiy  tpimtMFy»3^ 

J.  ioiri>«ir. 


LEHTEft  HI. 

TO  MA.  ANJOi  MnS^  B- 

I  HA Yit.  a  gHoati  deal  a#  laaiicy  to^asktiowlddgi^ 
aa  my  day)»  and)  years  idcraase^    Her  10  ftutirfbl  Iiia6 
haa  promisedii    Hoir  great  la  bis  goodhei%  mvi  hMT 
vadons  1     IIC»  upper  springs;  how  rich^  how  satisfbtf^ 
tony  and  permaQeuti  f  andiil^  netfaer  spMig^  ho«r>  m^ 
fiiediing,  holis  salutery'  and  oonsdauiiyr    BiMsedi 
be>Oedv  who  salMfielhi  me  with  goddi  thinjgs !     Vtf 
cop  rtanethiowr.    The  giftfti  of ^  bia  handi  andifha^ 
poonises  of  Im  word;  ftimisbia^  gMdly  haritiage.  B<if 
i  baiNe  m^fffMlefrjayf  than  to  hew  that  my  cHildtefp 
walli  in*  tbe  arufii.:    Biassed:  be  Qed;  that  in  so  greal 
^  meaMre  my  hmtse  in^  w  with  God  aa^  he  taught^ 
asy  heart  to^  desires  aadaahts^cofenant^protnise  bid> 
tmf  etpaeCt    ^^Tba^  Lord^  perfect  that  which  conv 
aemedi  usi^    I  trtist  lie  "4^11,  '^  for  his  mercy< 
emdaratb  fi»  ww^*^    Ife  bas^  she^n^  tis  great  mercy^ 
atodhe^Mtljbewui^ftirtherHierey.    Oh!  tobeabl^ 
U  keep  oureelves'  in  tbe>  low  of  God;  looUng  fm^ 
tfatwierey'  o^  ow^  hatd  ^esurObmti  ante  etMuif 
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life.  Precious  Mediator  I  how  full  Of  rigbteoHiDCsSy' 
^nd  how  full  of  grace;  what  may  not  be  expected 
from  the  advocacy  of  one  so  high  iti  dignity,  imd  so 
transcendant in  compassion?  What  a  mercy  to  he 
found  amongst  the  subjects  of  such  a  Prince,  the 
followers  of  such  a  Captain ;  who  are  all  called, 
and  chosen,  and  faithful.  They  are  all  called  to 
a  hard  conflict;  they  are  required  to  take  up 
the  cross  and  follow  Christ,  to  wrestle  with 
flesh  and  blood,,  and  to  endure  hardness.  But, 
however  painful  the  conflict,  they  are  well  pro- 
yided,  and  well  supported  ;  and  when. the  conflict  is 
over,  they  leave  the  field  with  shouts  of  victory :  then 
are  the  saints  joyful  in  glory  :  they  sing  aloud  apon 
their  beds.  G  lorious  hope !  they  shall,  enter  into 
peace:  they  shall  rest  on  their  beds,  each  one  'walking 
in  his  uprightness.  Delightful  banquet^  with  what 
great  peace,  what  perfect  rest  enjoyed!  how  sweets 
ened  by  the  remeqibrance  of  past  alarms^*  and  toik» 
and  troubles,  and  deliverances  ;  and  bow  hei^iten* 
€k1  by  the  explanation  of  the  whole  conduct-  iif  the 
Leader,  by  the  disclosure  of  many,  many  surpriang 
discoveries  of  his  tender  mercies,  never  before  thought 
of;  and  by  the  condescending  complacency  aod  love 
with  which  he  confesses  their  naDfifSs^  recoimtS:  the 
instances  of  their  fidelity,  their  love,  their  zeal*  and 
proclaims,  **  Well  done  good  and  faithful  servants^r 
No  matter  what  the  labours  and  the  storms  of  tba: 
day  be,  if  it  shall  socm  close  in  a  rest  so  aweeW 
40  perfect,  ^  glorioug.    31es0sd  Jeapd,  .wbyiiiiir«l 
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been  made  to  bear  thy  voice,  arid  follow  thee;  wliy 
hasit  thou  qpread  thy  banner  of ,  love  over  me,  tod 
inspired  my  heart  with  so  animating  an  hope,  whil^ 
80  many  around  me  are  enslaved  to  sin,  and  la^ 
bourin^  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ?  How  shall 
I  duly  express  th^  gratitude  which  love  so  great  and 
so  discriminating  demands  ?  How  devoted,  how  full 
of  zeal  should  a  ransomed  and  renewed  sinner  be?  O 
may  we  all  appear  to  love  Him  who  first  loved  us, 
who  so  greatly  loved  us!  May  we  walk  worthy  of  such 
9l  Friend,  and  pursue  the  prize  of  our  high  calling, 
with  a  becoming  ardour !  May  we  walk  in  habitual 
and  intimate  friendship  with  this  blessed  Immanuel, 
dwelling  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High !  and 
that  will  be  the  best  preparation  for  clouds  and 
storms.  Blessed  life  of  faith,  how  full  of  peace, 
peace  not  easily  shaken !  how  sure  its  supports,  how 
rich  its  consolations !  O  that  we  could  fully  yield 
ourselves  to  God,  with  a  firm  confidence  in  his  suffi- 
ciency, liis  truth  and  grace ;  and  in  the  daily  actings 
of  faith  renew  the  delightful  intercourse ;  still  look- 
ing unto  Jesus,  and  leaning  on  him !  Then,  we  should 
be  in  a  great  measure  kept  from  the  fear  of  evil. 
Undismayed  by  frowning  appearances,  we  should 
»y,  **  I  know  whom  I  have  believed;"  and  in  his 
matchless  goodness  he  would  say  to  our  souls,  ^'  I 
am  thy  salvation:'*  fear  not,  "  I  have  redeemed  thee: 
I  have  called  thee  by  thy  name :  thou  art  mine/; 
This  IS  the  best  antidote  to  the  impression  of  the 
alarms  of  the  piesent  day  ;  tlic  best  preparation  for 
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1}ii*eaten^d  evils.  Indeed,  hei«  wdl  'be  feu&d 
l^ctuai  fiecmity  from  «U  i^l  e^l,  0nA  a  lioh 
IMTovision  for  strong  n/nd  everlasting  consolatiofi. 
iNessed  alarms,  if  tbey  revise  our  faith  and  lo?e^ 
and  constrain  us  to  cry,  ^  Return  unto  (%  rest,  O 
my  soul  1 ''  May  we  make  it  our  rest,  and  dwell 
there  1  Then  dhall  we  find  it  a  rest  indeed  1  Even 
when  tossed  with  tempests,  we  ^haU  enjoy  a  sweet  sa** 
tisfaction  in -reflecting  Ifaat  stormy  winds  and  waved 
ftfe  our  Ffletber^s  servants,  and  perform  widi  perfect 
exactness  his  pleasure;  no  matter  then)  though  we 
^eannot  foresee  the  particular  event  You,  my  dear 
children,  have  been,  I  doubt  not,  soladng  your* 
selves  as  Christians  and  parents,  wift  sydl  thoughts 
as  these,  under  the  present  tiatfonal  disqdietudee ; 
and  hence  you  have  fMind  encouragement  under 
your  present  family  exercise.—- Our  io«  ffo  att  our 
dear  friends. 

I  am,  my  dear  children, 

Yours  in  perfect  bonds, 

J.  B^Wl>£lr. 


LETTER  IV. 
ZX)  MR.  ANjD  MRS.  B; 

Tooting,  Dec  81, 1M9.. 
HY  «*AR  1—  AND  If—, 


W«EK  your  very  affecting  information 
fa  hand,  I  was  just  finishing  the  transcript  in  flbofC 


tMhd  €f  «>tennoii  qb  M^ttbev  i^iv.  SS ;  the  dotumm 

oi  which  ii,  *'^  Xhi^  iUNrd  Jesus  so^ietioies  makcp 
p^e  of  iL  ki9d  pf  m^rcifvJ  yiolenQB  with  his  people 
for  their  good." — Xo^f  accopot  of  our  dear,  little 
Maiy'f  a^rming  jUoess  is  to  our  natural  feelings 
fery  a^cting.  Yot  tJHs  is  the  hand  of  Him  wh^ 
bfwgeth  down  tp  th$  grave,  and  raiseth  up  agitfo. 
Apd  perhaps  Godi  who  heiMFQth  prayer,  may,  in  lovf 
tq.ber  aomI  and  yoiir»,  release  hor  from  her  preseo^ 
gonfinftment,  nnd  mercifully  Tidse  her  up  agaiOf 
Yet,  if  our  Heaveoly  Father  sees  that  a  diSerexi^ 
procedure  would  be  the  occaaion  of  greater  advantage 
^^  let^  him  do  with  us  as  seemeth  good  upto  him]** 
^  His  ways  ane  aU  judgment,''  mercy,  truth*  ^nd  1ova# 
^es3fid  Leader!  how  shall  he  bruise  Sfttan  under  pur 
ipit,  and  make  us  meet  for  heaven,  wiUKMit  resisting 
our  creatui€4ove,  and  emptying  us  from  vessd  tp 
vessel,  and  leading  us  about  to  shew  us  the  chara<;* 
ler  of  vanity  inscribed  on  whatever  our  hearts 
ere  prone  to  deave  to  below  the  skies?  How 
ehall  he.  open  his  heart  of  love  to  us,  but  by  those 
dispensations  whieh  not  only  excite  our  more  ear^ 
Mst  desires  foor  his  presence,  but  which  are  thp 
channels  throng  which  his  choicest  gifts  are  mos^ 
ridily  convieyed  ?r*My  dear  children,  let  not  youf* 
hearts  be  troubled  at  the  appearance  of  the  dark 
cloud  diat  hovers  over  you.  Let  a  Saviour  coip€ 
wuhen  be  will,  and  haw  he  will :  he  never  comes  bujt 
cn  a  design  of  love ;  he  ever  brings  a  blessing  incomr 
faFably gneatertbaa  thatwhich  he  takes  away. .  Co^d 
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you  look  into  the  cloud  and  see  who  has  made  it  his 
<;bariot;  and  beyond  it,  and  realize  the  issue  of  this 
visitation  ;    you  would  chide    the    munnurings  of 
flesh  and  blood  :  you  would  hail  his  approach  withy 
"  Even  so  come,  Lord  Jesus ! "  You  are  called  upon 
to  bring  presents  unto  him  who  ought  to  be  feared. 
You  have  a  flower  in  your  garden  of  peculiar  beauty 
and  fi^agrancy ;  and  to  whom  can  you  present  it  with 
so  much  grateful  pleasure,  as  to  him  who  gave  him- 
self f6r  you  !  Where  can  it  be  so  safe,  receive  such 
honour,  and  bloom  so  bright  and  fair,  as  in  the  bo- 
«om  of  a  Saviour's  love!  Reluctant  nature  cannot 
suffer  the  separation  without  many  a  parting  tear. 
But,  remember !  *'  he  shed  a  thousand  drops  for  yoo, 
a  thousand  drops  of  richest  blood."     I  trust,  my 
dear  children,  He  who  causetii  you  to  pass  through 
the  fire,  will  be  with  you  to  preserve  and  purify  yout 
and  bring  you  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  fuller  mani- 
festations and  endearments  of  his  love-     Yon  are 
not  called  with  Abraham,  to  offer  your  only  child  unto 
the  Lord  ;  or,  with  Aaron,  to  hold  your  peace  when 
two  together  are  wrath  fully  driven  away  in  their  wick* 
edness.     It  is  a  child  of  the  promise ;  a  child  once 
dedicated  to  God,  whose  grace,  and  greatness,  and 
promise,  unite  to  encourage  your  expectations,  that 
he  will  do  for  her  incomparably  beyond  all  you  could 
dther  ask  or  think.    Under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
no  calamity  to  have  a  child,  however  dear,  removed 
from  the  evil  of  the  present  w  orld.     But  it  is  the 
ofiering  of  your  first  fruits  tliat  your  God  seems  ta 
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expect  Nor  can  you  n^ithhold  it  You  will  pre- 
sent it  with  your  own  hands  and  heart,  and  then  you 
will  have  to  expect  a  more  abundant  blessing.  The 
ofiering  of  the  first  fniits  is  the  consecration  of  your 
whole  harvest  May  the  Lord  proclaim,  *^  From 
this  time  will  I  bless  you/^  and  make  all  your's  his 
own !  Yet  we  will  entertain  an  hope  of  our  dear 
Mary^  May  the  Lord,  in  the  power  of  his  grace  and 
love,  be  with  vou  I 


LETTER  V- 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  B 


Tooting,  Jan.  26, 1809. 
MY  DEAR  J —  AND  M — -^ 

Probably,  before  tlie  arrival  of  these  lines> 
your  dear  child  will  have  dropped  mortality.  You 
will  have  resigned  your  tender  charge  to  the  will  of 
Ilim  who  would,  that  he  in  early  life  should  be  with 
hvoiy  where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory.  It  was  his 
Heavenly  Father's  pleasure.  Your  dear  child  has  lost 
the  parting  tear,  and  all  the  agony  of  separation  and 
dissolution^  amidst  the  delights  aud  glories  of  a  bet- 
ter home.  *^  It  was  good,"  he  cries,  *'  to  be  there  i 
praise  everlasting  to  the  God  of  my  salvation,  who 
provided  for  me  the  benefit  of  spiritual  instruction, 
and  the  fostering  care  of  Christian  affection :  but  it 
»  far  better  to  be  herej^ 

S  A 
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You,  my  dear  children,  while  suffering  from 
wounded  nature,  will  find  the  anguish  relieved  by 
consolations  which  carnal  minds  know  not  ofr 
Precious  faith,  the  principle  of  spiritual  and  heaven* 
Jy  life,  will  furnish  occasion  for  sweet  resignation, 
complacency,  and  praise.  Sense  must  not^  cannot, 
destroy  or  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  song  you 
•have  to  raise.  Mercy,  covenant  mm'cy,.  gave  you 
this  child — a  pi-ecious  gift,  still  your*s,  but  isemoved 
to  an  inheritance,  which  your  Saviour  has  purchased, 
and  is  preparing  for  you  in  the  better  country,  even 
the  heavenly;  his  mercy  counted  and  made  you 
faithful ;  and  his  mercy,  whatever  sense  would  sug- 
gest, has  recompensed  your  faithful  care,  even  a 
hundred  fold. 

.Others  of  your  dear  children  you  have  still  with 
you.  The  hand  of  the  Lord,  I  trust,  is  on  them,  to 
prepare  them  for  the  game  honours.  It  may  be  his 
pleasure,  by  your  means,  in  connection  with  others,  to 
prepare  them  to  serve  him,  with  faith,  and  zeal,  and 
love,  here  upon  earth ;  and  to  shine  in  Christian  af- 
fections and  habits,  as  lights  in  the  world.  They  may 
follow  you,  and  those  already  arrived,  and  increase — 
I  will  not  say  complete — the  happy  band,  now  ga- 
thering. Even  children's  children>  in  successive 
generations,  may  still  follow,  proclaiming  the  truth 
and  grace  of  a  covenant  God.  Precious  covenant ! 
what  a  cord  of  love,  let  down  from  Heaven,  to 
raise  thither,  from  the  wreck  and  ruin  of  man's 
fidlen  estate,  every  poor  sinner,  made  willing  in 
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ibe  day  of  the  Redeemer'^  power !  Precious  eDcou- 
rageinent  (pven  to  believing  parents,  in  their  ef- 
forts to  rescue  their  offspring  from  the  sin  and  mi- 
sery of  the  fall!  Blessed  parents,  who  are  not 
faithless,  but  believing ;  who  feel  the  constraints  of 
love  Divine,  take  hold  of  the  promise,  and  labour 
and  pray  for  the  spiritual  life  of  their  dear  childrra^ 
the  Lord  working  with  them  I  Your  labour,  you 
have  reason  to  assure  yourselves  and  one  another, 
will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord :  and  this  expecta- 
tion, on  the  ground  of  covenant  mercy,  is  enough  to 
silence  and  to  satisfy.  The  Lord  bless  you  with 
great  grace  and  fatherly  consolation !  I  am,  in 
tender  ^ffection^  jour  father, 


LETTER  Vt. 


Tb  MR.  AND  MkS.  B 


Tbotinl;^  January  25»  1806. 
MV  D£Aa  J —  AND  H — j 

I  BEioiCE  in  your  consolations^      My  soul 

hath  magnified  the  Lord,  who  hath  put  a  new  song 

into  your  mouth,  even  praise  unto  your  God ;  yet, 

while  our  mercies  *are  gi'eat,  we  cannot  wonder  that 

the  cup  of  salvation  given  us  here  should  have  a 

mixture  of  bitterness.     When  sin,    that  worst  of 

evils,   that  vile  leprosy,    which  has  polluted  our 

a  aS 
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whole  frame,  shall  be  perfectly  done  away,  and  our 
tattered,  filthy  garments  shall  be  exchanged  for  the 
fine  linen,  clean  and  white,  the  great  Physician 
of  souls  will  prescribe  his  bitter  draughts  no  more. 
The  hope  is  animating  ai^d  glorious.  Death,  in  all 
its  tyrannizing  power  and  distressful  influence,  will 
be  lost  and  swallowed  up  in  life ;  and  every  aflFec- 
tion  and  thought  be  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  holy 
will  of  Him  who  both  died,  and  rose,  and  reigns, 
that  he  might  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  peo- 
ple, and  present  them  without  spot  before  the  Throne 
of  God. 

These  glorious  hopes  we  owe 
To  Jesu's  dying  love. 

This  great  and  good  work  is  in  the  hands 
of  Him  who  is  an  able  Physician :  he  knows  our 
frame,  and  never  fails  in  the  choice  or  the  efficacy 
of  the  remedies  he  applies.  Like  a  skilful  Re- 
finer, he  values  the  metal  too  much  to  suffer  it  to 
be  reduced  I)y  the  extremity  of  heat,  or  its  undue 
continuance  in  the  furnace.  **  This  is  the  message 
which  we  have  heard  of  him,  and  declare  unto  you, 
that  God  is  light,  and  in  him  there  is  no  darkness 
at  all."  His  nature  is  infinitely  pure,  his  measures 
infinitely  just  and  wise,  his  favour  and  love  an  infi- 
nite and  eternal  source  of  felicity ;  and  the  mani- 
festations he  is  making  of  his  glodous  perfections  in 
all  his  works,  will,  when  the  veil  of  mortality  sb^  have 
dropped,  be  an  object  for  saints  and  angels,  tiirou^ 
all  eternity,  to  contemplate  with  wonder  aAd  del^ht 
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At  present,  they  appear  to  U3  like  a  distant  object. 
Mountains  intervene,  which  our  tiembling  hearts  de- 
spair of  climbing.  This  gross  earth  often  eclipses 
much  of  their  brightness.  Clouds  often  rise  and  in- 
tercept the  beams  that  had  revived  our  hope.  At 
best,  we  see  bat  throu^  a  glass  darkly ;  and  if  but 
a  spot  be  found  upon  that  glass,  or  a  vapour  inter- 
pose, we  fancy  darkness  in  the  object.  Unbelief 
suggests,  "  The  Lord  has  forsaken  me — my  God 
hath  forgotten  me."  But  let  God's  character  and 
procedure  be  seen  through  a  fair  medium,  and  we 
shall  see  and  confess  he  is  all  light;  he  is  spotr 
less  purity,  he  is  perfect  love,  he  is  unerring  wis* 
dom ;  an  immense  ocean  of  bliss.  '^  Blessed  are 
the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God!"  In- 
deed, we  cannot  see  him,  but  in  his  own  light ;  then 
will  we  implore  larger  measures  of  his  Spirit — then 
Will  our  souls  wait  on  him  in  his  ordinances — then 
we  will  yield  ourselves  to  him,  in  whatever  measures 
he  shall  adopt  to  further  bis  gracious  designs  re- 
specting us.  What  though  he  make  a  cloud  bis 
chariot^  in  himself  there  is  no  darkness  at  all.  There 
b  nothing  but  love  in  his  heart ; — the  clouds  will 
vanish; — the  love  of  God  will  not  always  be  ob- 
scured ;  it  will  shed  its  refreshing  beams  upon  us, 
ehide  our  unbelief,  and  charge  us  never  more  to 
entertain  boie  unworthy  thought  of  God.  Be  this, 
my  dear  children,  your  comfort,  and  may  your  pain- 
fiil  exercises  open  to  you  brighter  discoveries  of  the 
Fouotain  of  Light,  and  give  you  to  know  more 
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clearly  and  believe  more  firmly  the  love  which  Go4 
liatb  towards  you. 

J.  BOWDEK. 


LETTER  VIL 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  B 


Toodngy  January^  1800. 

UY  DEAR  J —  AND  M — ^ 

In  the  review  of  the  dispensations  of  Provi? 
dence  respecting  you,  the  past  year,  I  feel  con- 
strained to  condole  with  you,  yet  still  more  to  congra- 
tulate you.  You  have  been  out  at  sea,  tossed  with 
tempests;  but  Jesus,  the  Friend,  the  Deliverer,  was 
near  ;  he  spake,  and  hushed  the  storm ;  he  smiled, 
and  peace  difiused  through  all  your  soul.  Clouds  and 
darkness  had  been  round  about  him,  but  mercy  and 
truth  went  before  his  face.  O  !  let  me  review  the 
awful  cloud  with  grateful  joy,  which  my  Lord  was 
pleased  to  make  his  chariot,  wherein  to  honour  me 
with  a  visit,  so  condescending  and  beneficial.  Let 
me  remember,  with  gratitude^  the  dark  and  stormy 
night,  wherein  my  Saviour  appeared  walking  on  the 
waters,  sweetly  saying,  "  It  is  I,  be  not  afraid." 

My  dear  children,  it  is  my  joy  to  think,  that  if 
your  griefs  have  abounded,  your  consolations  have 
much  more  abounded.     May  the  Lord  shew  you 
more  and  more  of  his  mercy,  and  give  you,  by  his 
fvonder-workmg  power  in  your  m^nds,  and  his  fu^ 
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tore  dea&ngs  sritb  you,  more  enlarged  and  deiight-i 
fbl  views  and  exjierience  of  the  unuieasurable  grace 
of  his  heart  Or,  iii  otlier  words,  the  blessing  that 
I  would  always  ask  in  prayer  for  you,  is,  that  our 
God  would  fulfil  in  you  all  the  good  pleasure  of  his 
goodness.  Endeared  as  you  are  to  me,  the  warmest 
affections  of  my  heart  cannot  dictate  a  wish  that 
extends  so  far,  or  that  is  not  comprehended  in  the 
good  pleasure  of  God's  goodness  towards  you.— - 
What  aA  encouraging  representation  of  the  eternal 
God  •!  It  might  have  been  dark  midnight  with  my 
soul.  I  might  have  been  pierced  with  the  agonizing 
terrors  of  vindictive  Justice,  witliout  one  beam  of 
hope  to  relieve  the  dreadful  horror ;  but  I  look  ta 
tbe  Altar  o(  God,  where  I  might  have  found  him 
a  consuming  fire,  and  my  wondering  soul  beholds 
bis  only  begotten  and  infinitely-beloved  Son,  bleed- 
ifig  even  beneath  his  own  hand,  to  make  atonement 
for  my  sins.  Was  ever  love  like  this  love  ?  When 
I  contemplate  the  operations  of  his  providence /(^r 
me,  and  of  his  Spirit  in  me,  from  my  helpless  in- 
teincy  to  the  present  moment,  in  the  review  I  sweetly 
^^  taste  and  see  that  tiie  Lord  is  good."  How  great  is 
his  goodness !  how  multiplied,  beyond  all  calculation, 
are  the  expressions  of  it !  '*  They  are  more  in  number 
than  the  sand."  I  look  into  his  word  :  I  read  the 
declarations  of  his  love  in  exceeduig  great  and  pre- 
cious promises :  I  search  and  find  my  own  worth* 
less  name  ia  those  promises;  and  while  I  see  every 
good  thing  secured  to  me,   by  the  truth  of  God,  in 
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time,  and  behold  eternity  opening  with  its  tran« 
scendent  joys  and  glories  before  me,  my  admiring 
soul  exclaims,  ^^  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God?*'  I 
would  fain  acknowledgei  in  grateful  service 
and  exalted  praises,  the  great  goodness  of  God 
to  me;  but,  in  comparison  therewith,  my  .best  and 
most  costly  offerings  are  contemptible ;  my  warmest 
affections  and  most  fervent  songs  fall  infinitely  shorl 
of  the  sacrifice  I  would  present  Nay^  sometimev 
iby  wondering  soul,  laden  and  almost  overpowered 
with  the  great  and  multiplied  benefits  conferred 
upon  me,  sighs  like  a  poor  insolvent  and  penny* 
less  debtor  looking  over  the  statement  of  his  cre» 
ditor's  deqiands,  and  says,  "  What  shall  I,  what 
can  I  render?*'  Yes,  and  I  sometimes  fed  an4 
confess,  that  could  I  raise  a  note  more  sweet  and 
more  strong  than  Gabriel  sings,  and  still  prolong  it 
in  time  and  through  eternity,  it  would  be  but  a  very, 
inadequate  acknowledgment  of  the  obligations  whicli 
the  infinite  goodness  of  God  has  laid  nve  under.  I 
must  be,  and  I  would  be  still,  a  debtor  to  the  mercy 
of  my  God.  But  whither  am  I  carried  ?  I  thought 
to  have  written,  as  I  was  beginning  pleasantly  to 
think,  of  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Divine  Goodness. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  happiest  possible  fcNrm  of  expres- 
sion which  words  could  furnish,  to  give  us  the 
fullest,  the  sweetest,  idea  of  that  infinite  love  of 
God  towards  his  people  which  no  •  language  caff 
fully  declare.  It  denotes,  perhaps,  the  heart  of 
love,  whence  God's  covenant- benefits  flow,  and  the 
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smile  of  benevolence  that  sweetens  the  gifts  his  bluid 
confers.     It  was  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of 
bis  wiU,  that  any  of  the  fallen  race  of  man  were 
'^  predestinated  to  the  adoption  of  sons.**     It  was 
his  good  pleasure  that  his  beloved  Son  should  be 
made  sin  for  thetn  ;  and  when  be  sees  the  travail  of 
his  soul  tit  their  effectual  callings  it  is  '^  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  that  prospers  in  his  hands."    This  is  hii 
will   concerning  them,   even    their  sanctification: 
and  feeble  and  comparatively  few  as  they  are,  ''  ii 
is  their  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  them  the 
kingdom.*'    Blessed  God!  it  is  a  sweettaste  he  here  af« 
fords  usof  his  goodness;  yet  his  dearest  children  have 
here  but  a  taste.     What  tongue  can  declare,  wbtt 
glorious  angel  can  shew  forth  all  bis  goodness,  and 
^^  all  the  good  pleasure  of  bis  goodness;"  all  that 
bis  endearing  characters  of  Redeemer,  Shepherd, 
Fatlier,  Friend,  contfun— all  that  bis  providence 
and  his  Spirit  impart— aU'tbat  bis  promises  include 
— and  all  that  is  comprehended  in  that  vast  ocean, 
his  own  in^nite  nature.     But  bow  excellent  is  the 
lovbg  kindness  of  God !     I  wish,  my  dear  children, 
that  your  souls  may  be  habitually  entertained  and 
delighted,  with  the  charming  representation  which 
this  passaip  g^ves  of  the  operations  of  God,  in  his 
providence  and  by  his  Spirit  respecting,  his  chosen 
people.     What  is  the  design  wnieh  engages  all  his 
perfections,  to  which  all  his  tneasures  are  directed  ? 
£t  is  to  fulfil  in  them  all  the  good  pleasure  of  his 
goodness.    To  our  imperfect  sense  his  dispensations 
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veai^a  various  aspect :  but  when  he  gives,  an4  wbea 
he  denies;  when  he  giveth  peacey    and  whea  he 
causeth   trouble ;   when  be  smiles>    and  when  h^: 
frowns,  he  is  uniformly  uttering  the  love,  aod  ful- 
filling the  purpose,   of  his  heart.     Then,  why  art 
tliou  cast  down,   O  itiy  soul  ?     Happy  believer  i  ia 
what  a  paradise,  of  peace  and  blessedness  does  this 
sweet  assurance  place  hina !      N.o  lion  b  there — no 
subtle  serpent  there-^nor  shall  any  ravenous  beas^ 
go  up  therepn ;  for  thy  God  is  there,  and  with  infi- 
nite condescension  and  love  brings  his  own  aU-suf- 
ficiency,  and  engages  all  his  infinite  perfectioos,  to 
secure,  to  perfect,  and  to  i)erpetuate  thy  blis^-^ 
Nay,  he  has,  in  providing  for  thy  strong  coosobr 
tion,  pledged  his  truth  to  do  tliec  good,  and  that  in 
the  best  Wjay.     Thpn,  "  here  am  I,  let  him  do  with 
me  as  seemeth  him  good."    I  must  not  prescribe,  I. 
must  not  complain ;  this  were  to  grieve  mine  infi- 
nitely gracious  Friend  :  nay,  and  to  sin  against  my 
own  soul.     No,  iny  dear  children,  but  ''  delight 
yourselves  in  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  give  you  the 
desires  of  your  heart ;  couunit  your  May  unto  the 
Lord ;  trust  also  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to 
pass."     He  will  put  a  restraint  on  all  your  enemies, 
on  eaith  and  in  hell ;.  he  will  give  bis  angels  charge 
concerning  you ;  he  wUligive  commandment  to  uni- 
versal nature  to  save  •  you ;  he  will  bear  you  on  his 
shoulder,  and  on  his  heart  j  he  will  put  his  Spirit  with- 
in you,  as  a  pledge  of  everlasting  love.    O  !  the  false 
opinion  of  true  blessedneds  which  men  form,  when 
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they  judge  by  outward  appearance;  the  vast  dif- 
ference t>etween  a  believer  and  an  unbeliever;  the 
importance  of  making  our  calling  and  election  sure ; 
the  fearful  evil  of  sin,  which  so  often  grieves  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  deprives  even  believers  of  the  com- 
forting sense  and  evidence  of  the  love  of  God! 
*'  O  Israel  !  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  me,  there 
fihall  no  strange  God  be  in  thee." 

Take  this,  my  dear  children,  as  your  encou« 
ragcment  and  directory  in  prayer,  for  yourselves  and 
your  dear  children  ;  and  let  every  wish  for  temporal 
good  be  lost  in  this  one  concern,  that  God  would 
fulfil  in  you  and  in  them  all,  the  good  pleasure  of  his 
goodness.  It  is  a  lovely  expression  of  Christian  be* 
nevolence,  in  a  minister,  a  parent,  or  a  friend. 
May  all  the  privilege  and  benefit  of  it  belong  to  you 
and  yours !  May  this  heavenly  Sun  shine  on  your 
path!  and  the  wilderoeBS  will  blossom  around  you. 
You  will  have  sweet  peace  and  content  in  every 
condition :  you  will  have  a  delightful  prospect  of 
the  everlasting  hills,  on  this  side  Jordan  :  and  when 
about  to  loose  from  earth,  you  will  feel  the  sweet 
influence  of  a  hope  big  with  immortality.  Another 
thought  strikes  me  on  this  subject.  It  is  this: — 
what  benevolence  should  be  found  in  the  children 
of  such  a  Father,  the  subjects  of  grace  so  unpa- 
ralleled and  amazing ;  and  how  carefully  should  we 
cultivate  those  tempers  which  are  well- pleasing  to 
God  !  The  humble,  the  grateful,  the  patient,  the 
^lieving,  the  praying,  the  fervent,  the  benevolent 
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soul  he  delights  to  honour ;  and  what  greater  ho- 
nour can  he  confer  on  any  of  his  creatures,  than 
putting  his  own  Spirit  within  them.  May  tbb  boDOiir, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  be  yours  and  mine ! 
I  am>  my  dear  children, 

in  dearest  affection,  your*s, 

j.  BOWPEN. 


LETTER  VIII. 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  B 


Tooting,  Jaly^  1800. 
MY  DEAR  J —  AND  M — , 

I  DESIRE  to  rejoice  with  you  in  the  renewed 
experience  you  have  of  Divine  mercy,  and  to  join  with 
you  in  celebrating  the  praises*  of  jehovah  jireh. 
Our  God  provides,  that  the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  sal- 
vation should  be  in  the  tabernacles  of  those  whose 
hope  is  in  him.  He  does  not  leave  us  to  converse 
only  with  wants,  and  griefs,  and  toils,  and  terrors,  io 
the  wilderness,  but  he  makes  all  his  goodness  to 
pass  before  us.  How  often  does  he  surprise  and 
cheer  us  with  a  beam  of  his  glory,  shed  through  the 
medium  of  some  particularly  gracious  dispensation, 
thereby  assuring  us  that  he  is  ever  mindful  of  hii 
covenant!  Blessed  be  God  for  these  tokens  for  good; 
these  notices  of  his  presence  and  his  power :  they 
i^vive  our  hope,  and  brighten  our  prospects,  and  cheer 
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US  in  our  progress :  they  are  expressions  of  that  lofe 
which  is  from  everlasting :  they  are  streams  from 
that  river  which  maketh  glad  the  city  of  our  God  : 
the  streams  are  then  especially  refreshing  when  we 
can  trace  them  to  the  fountain,  and  taste  the  love  of 
God  in  them.  Blessed  God !  how  sweet  is  that 
word  when  spoken  by  hb  Spirit  to  the  heart,  **  Yea, 
I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everiasting  love,  and 
therefore,  with  loving  kindness  have  I  drawn  theel** 
O !  how  did  he  draw  us  ?  He  saw  us  involved  m 
sin  and  misery,  guilt  and  wrath.  '^  By  one  man  sin 
entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin ;  *'  and  death 
and  the  curse  were  passing  as  merciless  tyrants  thrbagli 
our  world,  and  marking  the  whole  race  of  men  for 
eternal  ruin,  when  God  in  his  great  mercy  was  pleiittdi 
to  check  their  dreadful  triumphs,  to  limit  their  con- 
quests, and  decree,  ^^  Hitherto  shall  ye  go,  but  no 
further.'*  There  is^  an  election  of  grace.  A  rem- 
nant must  be  saved,  and  **  He  saveth  us  and  calleth 
us  with  an  holy  calling ;  not  according  to  our  own 
works,  but  according  to  his  purpose  and  grace,  which 
he  purposed  in  Chnst  Jesus  before  the  world  began." 
The  loud  thunders  of  wrathful  threatenings  were 
followed  by  a  small  still  voice  of  mercy,  uttering 
exceeding  great  *  and  precious  promises,  '^  Come, 
children,  to  your  Father's  arras ; "  "  Fear  not,  I  have 
redeemed  thee;**  "  Sin  shall  not  have  dominion 
over  you  f*  "  He  shall  bruise  Satan  under  your  feet 
shortly,*'  and  ^  death  and  hell  shall  be  cast  into  the 
lake  that  bumeth  with  fire  and  brimstone : "  ^'  Look 
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unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved/'  &c.     Charming  8oiilkfo! 
what  a  Day-spring  from  on  high  herein  vbited  oiMr 
wretched  world !  what  a  blessed  hope  is  inspired  with- 
in us !   '^  This  is  the  promise  that  he  hath  promised  ui, 
eternal /{/2f ..r.andthislifeisin hisSon/'  Andthiscom-' 
.  prehends  every  blessing  connected  with  it :    pardon, 
renovation,    sanctification,     provision  of  temporal 
goody  and  a  safe  passage  through  death  to  gloiy. 
The  promises  were  first  given  to  Christ,  and  they  are 
sealed  and  ratified  by  his  death.     Through  him  they 
are  proposed  indefinitely  to  sinners  of  mankind; 
and  they  are  a  firm  ground  of  consolation  taiall  who 
believe.    Sometimes  they  are  styled  the  Gospel ;  and 
*^  blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful  sound,'' 
Sometimes  they  are  represented  as  legacies  bequeath- 
ed  in  'the  testament  of  a  deceased  Friend.     Some* 
times  they  are  spoken  of  as  articles  comprehended  im 
a  covenant  or  free  grant  of  privileges,   solemnly 
confirmed  and  ratified.     The  objects  of  this  rich 
and  everlasting  mercy,  while  in  their  natural  state^ 
cannot  be  distingubhed  by  mortal  eye,  though  theif 
names  are  all  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.  But 
they  will  be  distinguished  by  the  regards  they  pay  to 
these  overtures  of  mercy.     Others  may  admit  the 
veracity  of  the  Scriptures,  and  be  well  skilled  in  re- 
ligion as  a  science ;  they  may  give  their  assent  to  all 
important  truths  as  matters  of  speculation  ;  but  the 
sheep  of  Christ  alone  hear  and  know  the  voice  of 
the  great  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls  in  the  Go* 
speL    Their  hearts  crave  the  experience  of  the  sal- 
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thirst  craves  bread  or  water :  they  believe  with  the 
heart,  and  earnestly  desire  the  blessing  contained  in 
the  promises,  as  their  chiefest  good,  willing  to  account 
all  thii^  but  loss  if  they  may  but  win  Christ  and 
be  found  in  him.  They  follow  Christ  as  his  disci* 
pies,  M'ith  lowly  teachable  minds,  to  be  instructed  by 
him;  as  wretched  sinners,  to-be  justified  by  his 
righteousness,  and  sanctified  and  filled  with  his 
Spirit ;  and  as  devoted  subjects,  to  know  and  do 
their  Redeemer's  will,  and  find  protection  and  de- 
light Qiider  tiie  shadow  of  his  wings.  How  instruct 
tive  is  the  representation  of  the  faith  of  the  patri- 
archs !  They  had  not  received  the  promises ;  they 
had  not  seen  Christ,  the  sum  of  them,  come  in  ttjfe 
flesh ,'  '^  but  having  seen  them  afar  off,  they  were  per- 
suaded of  them,  and  embraced  them,  &c."  What  a 
beautiful  gradation  !  They  saw  the  promised  blessings 
afar  off;  they  were  persuaded  of  them;  they  embraced 
them  ;  and  then  they  practically  and  habitually  ap- 
plied themselves  to  seek  the  possession  of  them. 
How  descriptive  of  the  heart  and  life  of  a  believer ! 
While  to  carnal  minds,  the  blessings  of  salvation  are 
to  far  off,  that  they  see  nothing  of  their  excellence, 
He  has  his  mind  enlightened  to  behold  their  attractive 
glory.  Faith  is  the  eye  by  which  to  see  the  king  in 
his  beauty  :  a  spiritual  apprehension,  a  supernatural 
capacity  to  see  spiritual  and  heavenly  things. — ^The 
sphere  of  Nature's  brightest  capacity  lies  far  below 
these  exatted  objects.   Represent  to  the  natural  man. 
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the  awful  state  of  an  unbelieving  sijiner,  and  Ur^ 
him  to  flee  from  the  wratli  to  come ;  tell  him  of  the 
love  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  of  Heaven ;  alas !  he 
has  no  heart  to  weigh  these  representations; — he  can 
see  things  that  are  near ;  he  can  see  and  magnify  the 
riches,  the  honours,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  world ; 
but  he  depreciates  Christ,  and  the  great  things  of  tbq 
Gospel,  as  some  would  depreciate  the  glory  at  the 
sun,  arid,  for  the  same  reason»  because  they  are  very 
for  off.  But  ''  in  thy  light  they  shall  see  light*' 
Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen ;  it  pierces 
through  the  interposing  heavens,  and  sees  hHl  that 
is  invisible ;  it  represents  the  grace  of  Christ  by  an 
inexpressible  kind  of  evidence^  and  thus .  *^  works 
by  love/'  awakens  desire,  and  wins  the  soul  to 
the  obedience  of  Christ  When  a  man  is  enabled 
with  spiritual  discernment  to  see  these  glorious  ob' 
jects,  he  feels  a  firm  persuasion  of  the  reality  of 
them,  and  of  their  sufficiency;  he  can  believe  there 
is  grace  in  the  heart  of  such  a  Saviour,  that  there  is 
merit  enough  in  such  a  Sacrifice,  that  there  is  light 
and  warmth  in  so  glorious  a  Sun,  and  truth  in  sucih 
a  God.  Charmed,  as  well  as  persuaded  of  the  ex- 
cellence and  sufficiency  of  these  things,  bis  very 
heart  embraces  them,  his  soul  stretches  its  arms 
abroad,  and  cries, "  My  Lord  and  my  God !"  "Whom 
have  I  in  Heaven  but  thee  ?"  &c.  Then,  his 
practical  conversation  demonstrates  the  reality  and 
the  divinity  of  his  fiEuth;  he  confesseth  himself  a  atran^ 
ger  and  pilgrim  on  the  earth ;   his  soul  na  longer 
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cleaves  to  the  dust;  "  his  treasure  is  in, heaven,"  and 
there  his .  heart  is  also  :  aa  h^Jiias  received  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord,  so  he  walks.' in  him:  His  Name  is 
.as  ointment  poured  forth ;  apd,  (con^rained  by 
Jove  to  hiiDf  \ye  is  prepared  alike  for  service  orsuf- 

/•.iJ  14. •  ..ill-.  .*.  f.  I..         .J  .     I  ,     i  ,  1 

fering.  Hjs  faith  purifies.:  the  heart  and  overcomes 
the  world,-  And  how  pleasant-  and.  encouraging 
.is  it  to  heboid  the  ste4Castne$s  with  which  th^ 
.people  of  God  have  held  their  faith!  The  life 
they  lived  was  by  feith.  By  faith  in  the  blood  of 
Christ,  in  opposition  to.Uje  works  of  the  law,  New- 
Testanjient  belicvj^rs  have  sought  tlieir  justification; 
and  hence  their  sanctification  and  consolation. 
They  have  livpd  by  faith,  in  opposition  to  sense.  The 
happiness  they  chose  lay  above  the  world,  and  be- 
yond it :  their  conversation  was  in  heaven :  they 
loved  the  Word  of  God  as  their  food,  and  their 
feast,  and  their  treasure ;  they  loved  the  people  of 
God,  because  they  loved  Christ,  and  were  led  by  his 
Spirit ;  and  they  loved  ordinances,  because  in  them 
they  could  sometimes  get  a  glimpse  of  heaven ;  and 
to  crown  all,  they  died  in  the  i^\\}.  They  had  no- 
thing .to^  fear  in  death,  nothing  from  sin,  nothing 
fi;om  Satan,  for,bj(>dy.or  spuU:  >Tliey  ^ad  much  to 
hope.fpf*  beyppd-  d^th:  t)iey;had  a  faithful  promise, 
.from  the  Lord  of  life  and  dqat^i,  pf  life  and  glory  that 
should  never  end ;  and  his  rod.  and  his  stalf,  that 
had  sustained  and  directed  tliem  so .  often  and  so 
longi  now  i^fibrc)^  .^eqifpeculiar, support.  Under 
ljMjsacir<;un)sta^Gcs,  thqy.cpijld. loose  from  earth,  in 
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cheerful  confidence  of  gaining  the  end  of  their  fidtfa, 
the  heaven  of  everlasting  rest  How  sweetly  did  they 
speak  to  surrounding  friends,  of  ^^  the  Angel  that 
redeemed  them  from  all  evil !"  **  I  die,  but  God 
will  be  with  you ;  **  and  then  said,  with  a  soul  filled 
with  the  peace  of  God  that  passeth  all  understand* 
ing,  ^^  Into  thine  hands  I  commit  my  spirit**  Pre- 
cious faith!  tny  very  $ouI  congratulates  my  dear 
children  who  ''  have  Obtained  like  precioos  faith.*' 
''  Lord,  increase  our  faith."  What  happibeto  wbeb 
it  shall  be  lost  in  vbion !  May  this  bear  yotr  hearb 
above  the  world,  and  sustain  you  under  eveiy 
burden! 

}.  BOWDEK. 


LETTER  IX. 


TO  MASTER  B 


Tooting.  Dec  d2, 180a 
XY  DEA&  GRANBSON, 

I  orvEHf  think  of  you  with  tender  ilflectkm, 
and  of  your  dear  bi  other ;  and  you  may  suppose  that 
I  felt  an  increasing  solicitude,  When  I  heard  of  your 
late  illness,  from  which  I  hope  you  are  now  re- 
covered. It  is  an  occasion  t>f  great  sotisftictiott  to 
me,  that  Providence  has  placed  you  where  yob 
are  favoured  with  the  most  important  advantages* 
In  addition  to  these,  I  hope  you  have  fouiid  it'good 
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for  you,  to  l^^ve  b^o  received  by  Iliin,  '*  who 
teacheth  w  never  man  taught,"  iuto  bia  school  of 
aflUctioo.  I  trust,  his  design  was  to  awaken  your 
attentioQ,  and  cause  you  to  think  of  that  which  re?* 
lates  to  ancAher  world  more  seriously  dian  eror. 
Probably,  he  was  pleased  to  show  you  some*4if 
those  things  more  clearly  than  you  had  ever*  seen 
them.  You  were  struck  with  a  conviction  of  the  mi- 
certainty  of  life,  And  the  value  of  time :  perhaps  you 
had  a  more  painful  sense  of  the  hatefulness  of  sin,  and 
the  desperate  wickedness  of  your  heart,  than  ever : 
you  gazed  at  the  ^^  evil  and  bitter  thing  "*  till  you 
were  ashamed  and  confounded,  and  could  not  help 
groaning  out  a  desire,  that  God  would  wash  yoa 
thoroughly  from  your  iniquity,  and  cleanse  you  from 
yonr  sin  :  and  I  hope  tliat  whatever  you  had  before 
thought  of /A^zi;^r/£/ — what  it  could  be  to  you  or  do  for 
you — your  mind  was  then  diverted  and  entirely  with* 
drawn  from  it,  by  something  you  saw,  beyond  what- 
ever you  had  before  seen,  of  the  grace  and  pre- 
ciousness  of  Christ,  and  the  gracious  manner  in 
which  he  invites  a  sinful  creature,  and  even  a  sin- 
fiil  child,  to  himself.  I  hope,  you  often  recollect 
-the  thoughts  and  anxieties  which  then  passed 
through  your  mind;  that  you  feel  a  greater  con- 
•oem  for  your  salvation  than  ever  you  did  before ; 
that  you  read  the  Bible  and  good  books  more ; 
'that you  pray  more,  and  are  become  more  inward 
and  spiritual  in  prayer,  and  watch  your  heart 
more  in  the  performance  of  the  duty.     I  mention 
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these  things,  because  I  know  that  your  heart,  file 
mine,  ^^  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  despe- 
rately wicked,"  and  that  however  thoughtful  yes 
may  be  sometimes,  and  however  great  your  advan- 
tages, you  are  still  in  danger  of  losing  what  yoo 
have  gained,  and  of  becoming  as  thoughtless 
and  trifling  as  ever.  I  wish  you  to  be  airaid  of  your 
own  heart ;  to  be  sensible  that  it  must  be  renewed; 
to  come  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  lament  before  bim 
bow  false  it  is,  and  how  full  of  sio,  and  earnestly 
beg  of  him,  that  he  would  '^  create  withiD  you  a 
clean  heart"  I  am  encouraged  to  urge  these  thingi 
upon  you,  because  of  his  own  promise.  (Ezek.  xxxvi* 
S5.)  It  is  one  of  the  great  promises,  contained  in 
the  covenant,  which  was  sealed  in  your  baptism. 
Your  dear  parents  then  pleaded  this  promise  on  your 
behalf;  and  on  the  ground  of  it,  affectionately  and 
belie vingly  gave  you  up  to  God.  For  God  most  gra- 
ciously encouraged  them  to  "  cast  you  upon  him 
from  the  womb."  He  made  them  "  hope  concern- 
ing you,"  when  you  hung  on  your  **  mother's  breast" 
And,  if  you  can  but  cry  unto  him,  "  My  Father, 
thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth  ! "  and  give  your 
heart  to  him,  you  may  be  assured,  he  will  grant  you 
the  great  blessing,  that  was  represented  by  the  water 
then  shed  on  you,  ^^  the  washing  of  regeneration, 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost :"  he  will  put 
you  among  his  dear  children,  and  be  your  Father  and 
your  God  for  ever.  My  dear  child,  think  seriously 
of  this;   think  often   what  advantages  you  would 
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then  possess  in  a  dying  hour,  and  through  all  eter- 
nity. Speak  to  your  brother  about  it.  Pray  to  par- 
take of  this  grace  ;  pray  together  for  it :  the  Lord 
will  not  overlook  your  prayer,  nor  withhold  his  njercy 
from  you.  You  know  it  is  your  mercy  to  hav^ 
many  praying  friends  on  earth ;  and  which  is  best  of 
all»  you  have  a  praying  Friend  in  heaven^  who  ten- 
derly lov^  and  cares  for  young  children,  and  'Svhom 
the  Father  heareth  always."  Your  advantages  are 
very  great;  the  Lord  most  graciously  sought  you, 
and  claimed  you  as  soon  as  you  were  born ;  your 
parents  gave  you  to  him,  and  engaged  to  train  you 
up  for  him.  And  now  lie  waits  to  be  gracious  to 
^ou  :  he  calls,  "  My  son,  give  me  thy  heart."  Then, 
let  him  hear  you  say,  and  from  day  to  day  repeat  it, 
**  Behold,  I  come  unto  thee,  for  thou  ait  the  Lord 
^urGod." 

I  am,  your  loving  grandfather, 

J.  BOWDEN. 


LETTER  X. 


TO  MASTER  E- 


Tooting.  Oct  9,  1811. 
Y  DiSiAR  GRANDSON, 

You  are  young,  and  I  am  old.    I  was  once  as 
ou  are;   but  the  revolution  of  many  years  hsM 
'fcaugbt  me  to  regcurd  the  things  of  lime  axid  eternity 
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tvith  more  habitual  thoughtfulnes3  than  your  vigo* 
rous  and  juvenile  spirit  perhaps  is  capable  of< 
Yet  there  are  seasons,  I  trust,  even  in  your  expfr- 
rience,  when  the  apparent  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the 
thought  of  death,  judgment,  and  eternity,  constrain 
a  solemn  pause  ;  and  then,  all  that  your  vain  thinA 
has  been  aspiring  after,  with  *Vall  that  earth  calls 
good  or  great,'*  weighed,  in  the  balance  of  soudd 
reason,  with  the  favour  of  God,  has  appeared  light 
as  a  feather.  But  when  you  thought  of  the  fieivoar 
of  God,  perhaps  it  has  appeared  so  very  distant,  and 
separated  fix)m  you  by  so  many  discouragiiig  impe- 
diments, that  your  desire  was  checked,  by  a  despond- 
idg  sigh.  Nor  can  I  woiider,  that  (when  with  at* 
tention  you  read  what  the  Scripture  saith  of  man 
in  his  natural  state,  as  a  child  of  sin  and  of  wrath, 
and  when  you  find  in  yourself  so  much  disinclination 
to  spiritual  duties,  such  strong  propensiti^  to  what 
is  evil,  and  such  an  impossibility  to  repress  vain  and 
sinful  thoughts,  even  on  the  most  solemn  occasions), 
ypu  should  admit  a  fear,  that  you  shall  never  gain  the 
blessedness  of  that  man  whose  God  is  the  Lord. 
But  why  indulge  a  desponding  thought?  It  is 
true,  (hat  all  you  can  possibly  do,  or  suffer,  cannot 
merit  your  acceptance  and  forgivenes.8  with  God. 
Were  you  to  presume  to  appear  before  him,  f^ven 
in  the  best  adorning  of  your  own  duties^  withoni 
Christ,  you  must  appear  as  a  "  child  of  wrath,*' 
with  ftwful  stains  of  unpardoned  guilt  upon  you. 
Nor  is  it  in  your  jW^wer  td  ichange  .yb6r  vkifA  fiftr 
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ture,  to  cleanse  the  fountain  of  your  evil  propensi- 
ties, and  '' direct  your  heart  into  the  love  of  God." 
Perhaps  you  have  sometimes  tried,  and  been  obliged 
to  confess,  ''  |  cannot  do  the  things  that  I  would/* 
Cherishi  my  dear  grandson,  the  conviction :  let  it 
sink  de^p  into  your  heart.  Let  llim  who  secth  in 
secret,  witness  the  tremblings  of  your  spirit,  the 
sluuqe  and  abasesEient  with  which  you  regard  the  mu 
of  your  nature,  and  the  feaiful  alienation  of  your 
heart  from  God  and  holiness.  God  was  well  pleased, 
when  he  saw  Ephraim,  under  such  a  convictioOy  io 
an  agony,  and  heard  him  say,  ^^  I  was  asbained,  yea^ 
even  confounded,  because  I  did  bear  the  reproach 
of  my  youth,''  Such  a  humble,  contrite,  brol^eil 
spirit,  notwithstanding  all  the  pain  and  gri^  tiMit 
attends  it,  is  u'eU  pleasing  to  God,  and  a  pledge  of 
•eternal  mercy  and  salvation  to  man.  This  the  publican 
found,  when  be  had  been  smiting  on  hb  breast, 
and  with  anguish  of  spirit  crying,  ''  God  be  merci* 
ful  to  me,  a  sinner  V*  Such  convictions  of  sin  and  of 
our  sinful  nature,  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  jHlply 
Ghost,  is  imt  to  produce ;  aod  such  broken  hearjba 
the  Lord  Jesus  is  ^noiated  ;a|id  commissioned: ;  to 
bind  up.  Indeed,  there  is  enough  m  the  sovereign 
balm  found  ip  the  doctrine  of  Christ  crucified,  to 
^fiSespt  thi3.  From  his  Cross  Aqits  a  precious,  abua- 
dant  stifOim  of  pardoning  mercy ;  and  ^\  though  your 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snpif ; 
tjipugh  !l}iey  1^  red  lik^.  crimson,  they  shfiU  b^.u 
yfOeV*    Y^  aifd  his  Spirit  brings  the  Joyful  asjiu* 
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ranee,  "I  will  sprinkle  elean  water  upon  ycni,  and 
ye  shall  be  clean;'-  "  a  new  heart  also  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you/' 
Thus  you  see,  what  man  would  attempt  bui 
cannot  do,  that  God,  in  his  great  mercy,  does  for 
him.  The  glory  is  His,  while  man  with  bumble  gratis 
tude  confesses,  "  Not  by  the  works  of  righteousness 
which  we  have  dope,  but  of  his  mercy  he  saved  us, 
by  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  the  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Sa- 
viour.'^  So  then  you  may  learn  ^'  salvation  is  of  the 
Lord ;"  it  is  entirely  his  work  :  and  this  salyation  is 
in  and  through  Jesus  Christ ;  you  cannot  be  accept- 
ed,  you  cannot  be  saved  from  wrath  and  sin,  but  in 
him.  Cod  can  be  pleased  with  nothing  in  you,  ex* 
cept  Christ  be  in  you.  But  if  with  faith  and  love, 
you  can  come  to  *^  Jesus  the  Lord,**  ^*  the  Mediator 
of  the  new  covenUnt,"  and  "  to  the  blood  of  sprink- 
ling," you  will  be  joined  to  the  saved  of  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  put  his  sanctifying  Spirit  upon  you. 
When  the  doors  of  the  Israelites  were  sprinkled  with 
the  blood  of  the  paschal  lamb,  the  Egyptians  could 
detain  them  no  longer ;  so  will  you  ^^  go  forth  with 
joy,  and  be  le*l  forth  with  praise,"  if  your  heart 
be  ^- sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  by  the  blood 
of  Jesus.**  Then  Christ  will  be  to  you  all  you  want 
for  time  and  eternity ;  and  you  will  be  ^*  complete  in 
him." 

'  I^t  your  desire  be  towards  Chri^  Seek  to 
kn0w  more  of  him :  read,  and  feefar,  and  ^ronverse, 
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and  pray  to  find  this  treasure.  Be  earnest  with 
God,  that  his  Holy  Spirit  may  open  your  eyes  ta 
see  his  glory ;  open  your  ears  to  hear  his  voice ;  open 
your  heart,  that,  with  the  dearest  affections,  you  may 
receive  and  honour  him,  as  your  Saviour  and  your 
Lord.  Then  see  to  it,  that  he  has  your  heart,  and 
that  you  have  his  Spirit  Prove  your  interest  in 
him,  by  the  influence  his  grace  has  on  your  temper 
and  life ;  and  let  tlie  world  see,  that  you  are  not  less 
happy  in  yourself,  or  pleasant  to  others,  because  of 
the  grace  of  God  in  you.  The  Lord  make  his  grace 
to  abound  in  you,  and  cause  you  from  a  child  to 
know  the  Scriptures^  whicti  are  able  to  make  yoa 
n'ise  unto  salvation  I 


LETTER  XL 


TO  MASTER  B 


Tooting,  Jan.  25, 1809. 
M7  DEAR  GBAKDSOfT, 

You  have  been  greatly  afflicted,  and  are  now 
in  good  measure' rescovered. — I  could  not  help  think* 
iog  of  you  with  very  tended  anxiety,  when  you  hung 
between  life  and  death.  I  besought  the  Lord 
for  you,  that  of  his  great  mercy  he  would  put  you 
amongst  his  own  dear  children,  and  then,  with  his 
fatherly  wisdom  and  love,  determine  whether  to  cohh 
tioue  your  mortal  life  a  litde  longer^  or  receive  yoo 
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nX  once  into  bis  own  delightful  palace,  which  is  eter* 
qal  in  the  heavens.  Now,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
of  you  with  a  thankful  heart,  and  with  cheerful 
hope,  as  a  child  of  peculiar  mercy.  The  Lord  has 
brought  you  down  almost  to  the  gates  of  death,  and 
be  b^s  wonderfully  revived  your  dying  life,  and 
brought  you  up  again.  It  is  the  hand  of  (he  Lard, 
my  dear,  that  has  done  this.  It  was  npt  by  cbapo? 
that  the  fever  seized  on  you,  and  raged  fH>  lopg  j  it 
was  not  the  skill  of  the  doctor,  an4  ^  pQwer  of 
his  medicines,  that  brought  you  bax:k  from  the  |Htof 
corruption ;  but  ft  is  all  the  t<ord*s  doingi  and  he 
always  has  some  design  to  answer  in  what  be  does. 
You  are  now  a  wonder  unto  many  who  had  akapst 
given  up  the  expectation  of  your  recovery;  and 
sometimes,  perhaps,  you  look-  back  upon  your  ill- 
ness, as  the  Israelites  from  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea 
looked  back  on  the  awful  deeps  they  had  passed, 
wondering  at  the  deliverance  which  God  had  wrought. 
It  therefore  concerns  you,  my  dear  W ,  to  in- 
quire, ^^  What  design  had  the  blessed  God  in  all 
this  ?  Why  has  he  so  greatly  aflUcted  me,  and  mar- 
vellously restored  me  ? ''  It  is  no  wonder  that  any  . 
man  or  child  should  be  afliicted ;  it  is  no  wonder 
that  you  should  be  afflicted;  for,  though  young, 
you  have  sinned  against  God.  I  hope  you  know  it, 
^nd  are  grieved  when  you  think  of  it ;  and  instead 
of  complainiiig,  say  in  your  heart,  ^Mt  is  of  the 
J-ord's  mercies  that  I  am  not  consumed ;  ^  for  one 
?i9  desd^vfSB:  God's  wrath  and  cunie,  both  in  the 
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life  that  now  13  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.    But 
God  means  nothing  wrathful  in  your  affliction :  it 
was  not  anger,  but.  love,  that  brought  thb  chasten- 
ing upon  you.     I  do  not  know  how  far  you  have 
thought  of  your  own  heart ;  but  I  think,  if  you  take 
some  pains  to  observe  and  watch  it,  you  iviU  find 
that  it  is  very  apt  to  be  averse  from  and  to  ne^eet 
the  duty  which  God  requires;  very  backward  Id 
think  of  God,  to  learn  and  read  his  word,  to  seek 
him  and  pray  unto  him.    Now,  my  dear,  there  b 
no  friend  like  God,  or,  what  is   the  same  tbii^ 
like  Jesus  Christ :  none  ever  did  so  much  for  yon, 
or  provided  so  much  for  you,  or  promised  so  muck 
to  you.   Your  dear  parents  tenderly  love  you,  and 
c^xe  for  you :  they  love  you,  because  God  loves  yoii» 
and  puts  it  into  their  hearts  to  love  you  :  but  they 
cannot  love  you  as  God  loves  you.   They  love  and 
pray  for  you,  and  take  pains  to  instruct  you  in  the 
knowledge  of  God,  that  you  may  fear  him  and  love 
him,  and  pray  to  himt  and  give  your  heart  to  him,  and 
have  him  for  your  God  and  Father  for  ever :  but  God 
loves  you,  though  your  sinful  heart  hB»  naturally  nor- 
thing in  it  but  what  is  hateful  in  his  sight,  and  shews 
an  aversion  from  him  and  from  every  thing  he  x^* 
quires.    He  loved  you,  and  gave  his  beloved  Son  to 
suffer  unspeakable  agony  and  death  for  you  ;  and 
now  he  loves  you,  and  has  spoken  good,  great  good, 
concerning  you.     If  you  will  but  hear  his  voice,  aadi 
turn  away  from  sin  end  the  wor)d>  and  all  die  vb^ 
mtiea  of  clnklhood  end  youths  and  with  a  thankfii) 
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soul  accept  of  his  grace,  and  call  hitn  Father,  and 
love  and  honour  him,  and,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  be- 
have towards  him  as  bis  dear  child,  he  promises  that 
he  will  be  a  Father  to  you ;  that  bis  mercy  shall, 
through  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus,  pardon  all  your 
sins  :  that  his  own  Spirit  shall  give  you  a  new  heart, 
such  a  heart  as  a  child  of  God  should  have ;  a  heart 
eaipable  of  knowing  and  serving  him,  and  bowing  be- 
fore him  with  some  d^ree  of  that  reverence,  and  love, 
and  obedience,  and  humbleness  of  mind,  that  becomes 
a  child:  he  promises  to  love  you,  and  watch  over  you, 
and  come  to  you,  and  provide  for  you,   and  at  last 
take  you  home  to  hciaven,  and  exaltyou  to  the  honoun 
and  joys  that  belong  to  a  child  of  God.     It  is,  my 
dear,  a  very  great  and  blessed  promise  :  your  dear 
parents  have  accepted  it  for  you  under  the  great  seal 
of  Heaven  in  your  baptism ;  and  they  have  engaged 
to  do  all  they  can,  to  instruct  you  in  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  incline  you  to  receive  it  with  a  thankful 
joyful  heart,  and  give  yourself  entirely  to  the  Lord. 
Regard  this,  my  dear,  as  what  God  had  in  view  in 
your  affliction :  he  saw  there  needed  something  to 
engage  and  fix  your  wandering  mind  :  and  there- 
fore he  came  in  a  dark  cloud,  that  you  may  never 
forget  his  coming  to  you ;  and  the  voice  from  the 
cloud  is  this,  "  Wilt  thou  not  from  this  time  cry 
unto  me.  My  Father,  •  thou  art  the  guide  of  my 
youth  ?"     Oh,  it  is  great  mercy  to  hear  the  voice  of 
God,  though  amidst  darkness  and  death!  May  you 
never  forget  it !  May  your  very  soul  reply,  and  that 
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without  ceasing,  "  O  God,  thou  art  my  God,  early 
wiU  I  seek  thee !  " 


LETTER  XII. 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  W.  B 


Tootiag,  Jan.  %  1800. 
MV  DEAR  W —  AND  M — , 

Anothee  year  of  lifers  pilgrimage  is  past,  aod, 
blessed  be  God,  he  has  crowned  it  with  his  good- 
ness. It  is  pleasant  to  review  the  multiplied  and 
long-continued  expressions  of  Divine  mercy.  It  is 
pleasant  to  commit  ourselves,  at  the  commencement 
of  a  new  year,  and  under  the  darkness  that  veik 
futurity,  into  the  hands  of  a  covenant  God,  on  the 
ground  of  eternal  truth,  and  the  encouragement  of 
long-continued  expmenoe.  What  a  mercy,  what  a 
privilege  in  this  world  of  vanity,  sin,  and  sorrow, 
where  multitudes  are  labouring  for  that  which  satis- 
fieth  not^  nay,  are  ^^  treasuring  up  wrath  against  the 
.  day  of  wrath,"  to  have  a  mind  in  any  degree  directed 
into  the  love  of  God,  at  rest  in  the  Supreme  Good, 
cheered  with  the  aspect  of  Providence,  and  animated 
with  the  opening  prospects  of  an  eternal  inheritance 
among  the  samts  in  light !  Oh  the  multitudes  who 
have  not  found  the  w*ay  of  peace !  who  shall  find, 
even  in  Jesus,  when  "  he  shall  come  to  be  glort- 
iied  in  bis  saints,  and  admired  of  all  them  that  be- 
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iieve/'  a  sinftWitness  and  a  wrathful  Judge !  Tbere^^ 
fore,  I  pray  always  for  you,  my  dear  chUdren,  that 
God  would  render  you  worthy  of  this  calliDg.  Re- 
ceive this  as  my  new-year^s  benediction. 

Practical  religion  commences  in  a  call  from  Hea« 
ven.  It  is  an  ef&ctual  caU,  because  it  is  of  God.  It 
is  a  call  which  rescues  the  sinner  from  the  dominion 
and  the  darkness  of  a  sinfiil  state ;  that  separates  him 
from  the  course  of  the  present  world,  and  inclines 
him  to  choose  the  way  of  God's  precepts^  9nd  to  .fol- 
low at  his  feet,  through  solitary^  rugg^di  .and^dange- 
rous  paths,  to  a  country  that  be  jshall  ahew  him. 
Oh  the  discriminating  mercy  of  God!  With  what  ad- 
miration should  a  aaved  sinner  review  it !  Multi- 
tudes never  heard,  never  understood^  and  therefore, 
>Qever  obeyed,  his  inviting  voice ;  and  they  ^are  yet 
(kceived  by  Satao,  enslaved  by  sin,  and  faeirs  of 
wrath ;  but  ^^you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead 
in  trespasses  and  .sins;"  and  io  your  way  .to  faeaven 
3FOU  are  charmed  with  those  sweet  acoenls  vibrat- 
ing on  every  tender  affection  of  your  soul,  *'  Yea, 
I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlastmg  love :  tlierefiMne, 
with  loving  kindness  have  I  drawn  theeP*  God 
lias  separated  you  from  your  mother's  womb,  has 
called  yDu  by  his  grace,  and  revealed  bis  Son  ioiyou. 
This  manifestation  of  the  grace  of  God  has  made 
practical  religion  your  business,  your  calling  your 
great,  concern.  And  this  is  a  call  tlie  mosthonour- 
able«  and  the  most  advantageous*  Great  honour, 
my  dear  childreD,  God  put  on  you  when  he  saved 
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yoiif  and  called  you  vMk  an  holy  calling ;  when  he 
made  yoo  the  partakers  of  his  heavenly  gift.     Ob> 
may  He  ^fe  you  more  fully  to  know  what  is  the 
riches  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  saints ; 
and  then,  they  who  take  knowledge  of  you  will  ob- 
serte  urith  whitt  earnestness  of  desire  and  endeavour 
you  ^*  press  towards  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  tbe 
high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus/'  May  it  be  your 
happiness  to  be  found  more  and  more  evidently  and 
-emineritly  worthy  of  thb  calling!    But  what  is  it  to 
be  thus  worthy  ?  It  is  not,  in  the  common  accepta- 
tion of  the  words,  to  be  rich  or  poor,  learned  or 
nraleamed,  honourable  or  despised.  He  is  worthy  of 
a  secular  calling,  a  trade,  or  profession,  or  art,  a 
place  of  trust,  or  a  seat  of  honour,  who  clearly  uh* 
-^erstands  it,  whose  ability  and  integrity,  whose  skill 
and  dUigeiice,  appear  conspicuous  to^very  observer; 
*-^he  is  worthy  to  be  employed  and  encouraged  iu 
it;  worthy  of  the  advantages  and  honours  connected 
with  it  ^*-4nUke  manner,  he  is  worthy  of  this  calling 
who'is  taught  of  God,  and  well  instructed  in  tiie 
knowledge -of  it;  who  accoumts  his  business 'liis  plea- 
Mte;  who  eamtttly  desires,  and  withunvemittiag'di- 
Ujgenoe  and  perseverance  seeks,  the  present  and  fu« 
tare  advantages  of  it;  who  is  willing  to  makee^ry 
saerifiee  of  ease  and  indulgence,  of  worldly  interest 
and^reputation^  that  is  incompatible  with  a  proper 
ttfekitkmto  it;  who,  with  indefatigable aeal,  labours 
luiid  endures  hardness  in  it,  and  whose   heart  •  is 
pnepared  to  employ  all  the  present  g«tins  of  it  to 
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the  glory  of  God,  This  worthiness,  you  will  readily 
see,  admits  no  claim  of  merit : .  it  produces,  not  self- 
complacency,  but  an  admiring  sense  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  grace  of  God^  that  wonderful  spring  from 
whence  it  is  wholly  derived.  Oh  how  many  profiessors 
of  religion  appear  not  to  be  worthy  9f  .this ;  caUing ! 
They  want  the  knowledge  of  it  By  study  they  have 
attained  to  some  acquaintance  with  the  theory,  yet 
their  want  of  skill  is  ipanife^t,  wbepeyer  jthey  ,wQi4d 
apply  themselves  to  any  part  of  it ;  pay,  and  when 
they  attempt  to  speak,  their  speech  betrays  tlieir  pre- 
sumption in  assuming  a  profession  for  which  they 
have  no  ability.  No  wonder  that  cold  indiffereace  and 
neglect  should  appear  in  theii*  conduct;, no  wonder 
that  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  even  trifling  amuse- 
ments, should  divert  their  regf^rds,  f^id,  shew  that 
their  inclination  is  not  in  agreement  with  th^ir  pro- 
fession. They  i^ppeai:  in  a  character  that  truly  does 
not  belong, to  them,  and  whjch  .they  are  not  worthy 
of.  May  you,  my  dear  children,  ever  appear. in  the 
:  character  of  Christians,  and  shew,  not  oqly  on  the 
.Sabbath,  and  in  the  Sanctuary,  but  uniformiyand  at 
all  times,  at  home  and  abjroad,  by  your  cpmpaay 
^and ^conversation,  your  solicitude  and;  laib^ur,  that 
you  are  truly  eng^g^d  in  this  hi^h.and,  holy  calling. 
The  men  of, this  world  are  wise  in  th^iir  genera- 
tioo^  to  embrace  and  to  seek  eyery  probable  oppor- 
tunity: of  enlarging  their  knowledge  qf  trad^  or  of 
gaining  beneficial.information.  .A  man  of;, ingenuity 
and  industry  has  1^  calling  seldom  put  of  sight;  nor 
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U  be  often  out  of  his  way.  Hence  his  capital  swells, 
his  reputation  is  extended,  the  sources  of  his  wealth 
are  multiplied,  and  he  classes  with  the  great  May 
your  conversation  be  in  heaven,  and  may  you  be 
skilful  and  inde&tigable  in  a  calling  that  is  transcen- 
dently  excellent  and  honourable,  beneficial  and 
gainful ;  and  then,  when  the  most  skilful  and  suc- 
cessful worldling  shall  find  his  gold  become  dross* 
you  shall  have  a  hope  in  deaths  and  take  your  leave 
of  the  world,  rich  in  fiaith  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom, 
and  amidst  dissolving  nature  stand  in  your  lot 
among  the  wise  who  shall  shine  as  the  li^t  in  glory, 
with  your  glorified  Lord  for  ever. 

I  am, 
Your  affectionate  father, 

J.  BOWBEN. 


LETTER  XIII. 


TO  MR.  ANJb  MRS.  iF- 


1790. 


MY  D£Aa  W —  AND  M — ^ 

It  would  afford  me  very  great  satbfacdon  to 
be  often  corresponding  with  you  by  letter ;  for  in- 
deed you,  and  whatever  relates  to  your  interest  and 
comfort,  lie  very  near  my  lieart ;  but  regular  and 
unaroidftble  busibess^  various  and  pressing,  prevent 
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to  beguile  the  labour^  of  your  way,  with  the  sopgg  ef 
Zion,  and  enjoy  much  of  heaven  while  in  your  way 
jto  it.  I  trust  we  shall  at  last  minglapur  joys  and  our 
songs  togietber.  Oh !  how  high  will  be  our  joys,  how 
loud  our  songs,  when  we  behold  the  mercy  a^d 
truth  which  have  attended  us  in  their  unyeH^  glo- 
ries ! — I  remain,  ipy  dear  children,  in  the  closest, 
dearest  bonds. 

Your  father  and  friend, 

J.  BQWPEK* 


LETTER  XIV. 


TV  J^R.  AND  MRS.  W- 


January  iO^  1797. 
|ir  DEA|l  W —  AKD  M*^, 

.  ^;.  HOST  tenderly  sympathize  with  you  in  the 
cir<!^alsfa^ces  of  the  severe  trial  by  which  you  have 
been  exercised.  Sharp,  indeed,  must  have  been  the 
fonflic^  Your  pleasing  hopes,  instead  of  being 
realized,  after  long-continued  agonies  of  sufferings 
have  met  with  piercing  disappointment  Distress- 
ful fears  have  been  awakened,  and,  perhaps,  are  nol 
yet  wholly  ^ub^ided :  but  you  know  who  has  sa^^ 
and  that  with  emotions  of  sympathy  never  equalled 
ip  merely  human  breast,  ^^  Let  not  your  heart  ba 
troubled-"  ,  Grec^t  reason  you  have  doubtless  bad 
uad^r  thipi  i^if^ting  vi^ita,tion  tpsay,  that  in  t;he8ev9« 
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goodly  heritage !  What,  when  compared  with  iV,  arc 
all  the  wealth,  and  pomp,  and  pleasure  of  this  world? 
This  cm  afford  perfect  security  and  peace,  amidst 
raging  storms  and  tempests ;  nay,  this  will  controul 
winds  and  waves,  and  cause  them  to  favour  our  pro- 
gress towards  the  desired*  haven.     Eternal  truth  is 
established  in  the  heavens,    and  it  will  invariably 
pursue  its  course,  until  it  has  seen  all  the  heirs  of 
promise  safely  entered  into  rest.     Oh,  to  feel  daily 
and  increasingly,  the  influence  of  this  promise  on 
our  souls ;  that  whatever  labours,  and  griefs,  and 
troubles,  may  await  us  below,  we  may  enjoy  (as  far 
as  the  present  state  will  admit),  ab  unclouded  sky ! 
And  oh,  for  more  of  the  sweet  influence  of  the  Spirit 
of  promise !  Then  our  souls  would  not  cleave  to  the 
dust,  as  they  often  do ;  we  should  not  faint  in  the 
day  of  adversity ;  we  should  not  draw  neat  to  God 
with  a  cold,  a  lifeless  heart,  nor  return  comfortless 
from  precious -ordinances:  lire  should'  "*>urt'in  the 
way  of  God*s  commandments  wKh  great  delight:  '* 
we  should  live  6y  faith,  and  rejoice  id  hope,  though 
the  report  of  sense  should  be  never  io  discouraging. 
My  dear  children,  I  rejoice  to  think  'that  you  ard 
not  strangers  to  these  precious  grounds  of  strong 
consolation :  they  have  been  long  tried,  and  tliey 
are  never-failing.     May  your  souls  abide'  on   thi^ 
eternal  rock,  and  be  daily  refreshed  by  its  piente6ii$ 
streams  !  Then  you  will  find  your  cares  lighten,  artdf 
be  kept  firom  the  fear  of  evil ;  then  you  will  be  abfe' 
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Jesus  has  called  on  you  to  relinquish  your  expected 
enjoyment  of  this  dear  babe,  that  he  might  be  kn- 
mediately  witli  himself,  where  he  is,  to  behold  his 
glory.  .  He  wants  not  the  tender  offices  and  the 
fond  endearments  of  earthly  parents.  He  has  found 
a  blessed  repose  in  the  bosom  of  Infinite  Love.  O  \ 
it  was  mercy.  The  affection  by  which  nature  united 
and  endeared  him  to  you,  will  constrain  even  your 
bleeding  hearts  to  call  that  dispensation  mercy,  by 
which  your  babe,  instead  of  being  placed  in  tliis 
world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  was  caught  up  into  hea- 
ven ;  instead  of  being  suffered  even  to  taste  the  bit- 
ter fruit  of  sin,  was  called  to  know,  to  enjoy, 
and  sweetly  sing,  the  love  of  Christ  Take  heed, 
my  children,  that  you  do  not  indulge  one  unplea- 
sant reflection  on  this  circumstance,  or  the  other, 
which  you  apprehend  might  have  been  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  this  event,  and  of  your  severe  suffer- 
ing. Rest  assured,  it  is  God  who  worketb  all 
things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will ;  and  he 
doth  all  things  well,  because  he  doth  all  things  that 
concerns  his  people  in  wisdom,  in  love,  and  in 
very  faithfulness.  There  is,  therefore,  a  command- 
ing power  in  that  word  to  all  who  know  his  name, 
'^  fie  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God !"  It  is  not  so 
much  an  assertion  of  sovereign  right  to  do  what  he 
will  with  his  creatures,  as  it  is  an  ai»surance  to  bis 
tried  people,  that  his  attributes  are,  like  himself, 
unchanging,  beeaune  they  are  infinite.  Oh!  h% 
it  ouc  concern,  to  yield  ourselves  to  6od;::wit)i- 


6ut  one  wish  to  change  what  he  appoints ;  well 
pleased  with  all  he  does,  because  he  has  assured  us, 
that  ^^  this  is  his  will  concerning  us,  even  our  sanc*^ 
tification."  We  do  not  expect  victory  without  con- 
flicty  or  the  crown  without  the  cross.  W^  do  not 
expect  to  see  all  the  mysterious  dispensations  of  Pro- 
vidence unfolded  in  the  present  world ;  but  the  Word 
of  God  is  tried,  and  there  is  a  Rock  for  our  faith  to 
rest  upon — a  Rock  that  flows  in  sweetly  refresh- 
ing  streams ;  so  that  "  believing,  we  rejoice."  Ere 
long  the  books  will  be  opened,  and  then  shall  we, 
with  wonder  and  joy,  behold  those  passages  written 
in  the  feirest  characters  of  wisdom  and  love  which 
here  are  wrapt  up  and  sealed  in  cloudy  darkness. 
Griefs  will  then  be  exchanged  for  joys ;  and,  with 
admiring  multitudes,  wc  shall  cry,  ^^  What  hath  God 
wrought !" 

I  am 
Your  truly  sympathiding  father, 

J.  BOWDEN. 


LETTER  XV. 


To  MR.  AND  MRS.  W —  B 


IttT  1>£AR  W —  AND  M— ^, 

It  is  an  occasion  of  pleasure  to  me  to  find  that 
God  is  with  you.  **  Truly,  his  loving  kindness  i$ 
betttr  than  life^*'     How  it  relieves  the  cares/  the 
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burdens,  and  the  sorrows  of  life !    How  it  sweetemr 
its  eojoymentSy  and  brightens  its  prospects  !    In  the 
short  period  of  your  livea,  how  many  expressions  of 
God's  loving  kindness  you  may  trace  !  What  a  kind 
and  constant  Friend  has  he  been !     How  great  is  hi* 
goodness !  how  cordial  his  endearments !     His  dis* 
pensations,  how  full  of  grace !  his  promises^  what  a 
goodly  heritctg^ !   Some  of  his  choicest  favours  have 
been  sent  you  through  the  medium  of  aflUctions: 
amidst  the  thickest  cloud,  you  have  heard  the  wel- 
come voice  of  mercy  ;  you  have  found  stormy  winds 
have  fulfilled  his  word,  and  conveyed  to  you  the 
promised  mercy ;  you  have  revered,  admired,  and 
rejoiced.     Bless  God,  my  dear  childrai^   for  the 
instructions   these  yi3itations    have    afforded  you» 
Some  humbling  lessons,    I  doubt   Bot,    you  have 
learnt ;  and  some  discoveries  you  have  made,  which 
revive  your  gratitude,  your  love,    your  zeal,  and 
compel  you  to  cry,  *'  What  shall  I  render  to  the 
Lord  r"     You  feel,  in  some  measure,  as  the  Apostle 
felt,  and  as  he  would  that  all  the  ransomed  of  the 
Lord  should  feel,  when  he  said,  "  I  beseech  you, 
therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God/'  &c. 
May  you  have  more  and  more  of  this  sacred  fire 
glowing  in  your  breasts !      It  is  fire  which  God's 
royal  priesthood  should  daily  feed;  it  is  fire  thatshould 
never  go  out.     How  happy  are  we  when  the  incense 
of  prayer  is  kindled,  and  every  sacrifice  we  present 
is  inflamed  by  it !     I  rejoice  in  the  work  of  God, 
manifested  in  the  places  and  circumstances  you  mem*. 
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tion.  May  the  Lord  be  pleased  to  honour  your 
endeavours  to  instruct  poor  perishing  sinners  in  the 
great  things  of  the  Gospel !  We  here  see  reason  to 
bless  God  that  he  was  pleased  to  put  it  into  our 
hearts  to  endeavour  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  the  vil« 
lages  through  our  own  county.  I  have  lately  visited 
five  of  those  villages  where  the  Gospel  has  been  iiw 
troduced,  and  am  greatly  encouraged.  At  W  » 
there  is  a  &mily  lately  called  oi  God,  (father,  mo- 
ther, and  daughter),  who  have  undertaken  the  edu* 
cation  of  the  poor  children,  and  of  others  who  are 
willing  to  learn  to  read.  I  found  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  in  addressing  these  young  ones,  after  the 
public  service.  We  have  reason  to  rejoice  over 
some  in  every  place  where  we  go,  who  have  received 
the  truth  in  the  love  of  it  The  enemy,  indeed,  has 
resisted  us.  We  do  not  expect  to  find  success  every 
where ;  but  the  Great  Shepherd  knows  lus  sheep, 
and  where  to  search  them  out.  Oiir  joy  is,  that 
salvation  is  God's  work ;  that  His  is  the  kingdom, 
the  power,  and  the  ^ory.  May  God  be  with  you 
all,  to  bless  you,  and  fulfil  ia  you  all  the  good  plea-- 
sujre  of  his  goodness,  &c. 

T  am^  in  dearest  affisction. 

Your  father, 

J.  BOWDEN.. 
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LETTER  XVL 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  W- 


To«tii]g,  Aagttsty  1800; 
MY  DEAR  W-^  AND  M — , 

I  AH  DOW  prepariug  to  accomplish  a  purpos^^ 
loDg  since  formed^  and  in  which  I  seek  my  own 
gratification  at  least  equally  with  yours.  I  truly 
rejoice  in  you>  and  in  the  favour  which  God  b 
pleased  to  manifest  toward  you.  We  hare  to  re- 
joice too  in  that  mercy  that  has  appeared  in  tbs 

happy  recovery  of  your  sisters.     Mrs.  B remains 

very  poorly^  not  suffering  quite  the  extremity  of 
pain  as  before ;  but  very  weak,  still  declining,  weary 
of  life,  but  longing  rather  for  release  from  sufferbg 
ttian  to  be  with  Christ;  yet  I  would  hope,  tha^ 
amidst  much  darkness,  she  has  built  upon  the  Rock. 

Poor  Mrs.  W ,  if  her  mind  be  awake,  how  felsc 

and  how  vain  must  tlie  world  appear,  and  what 
anxiety  must  her  spirit  feel !  How  happy,  if  the 
kind  Shepherd  of  Israel  should  gather  the  trembling 
lamb  in  his  arms,  lay  it  up  to  rest  in  bis  bosom,  and 
open  its  tender  mind  to  a  satisfying  and  saving  view 
of  bis  glory ! 

These  arc  bitter  waters  in  her  dear  Father's  cup, 
but  bitter  waters  are  often  the  most  salutary.  There 
is  a  tree  that  can  heal  them,  nay,  and  make  them 
pleasant  and  refreshing.     Miss  A is  in  similar 
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drcumstances ;  she  enjoys  a  happy  serenity,  I  hope, 
on  Gospel  principles.    What  ^  Refuge  is  Jesus  to  a 
genuine  believer  in  life  and  in  death !     ^'  A  man 
shall  be  as  a  sliadow  of  a  great  Uock  in  a  weary 
land/'    The  country  in  the  South,  and,  I  am  told, 
in  the  North  too,  has  been    a  weary  land ;   and 
who  has  not  found  the  refreshment  of  a  shadow? 
The   pilgrim,    the  traveller    in  a  desert,    has,  be* 
yond  others,  enjoyed  the  refreshment     How  thank* 
fully  he  shrinks  from  the  burning  heavens,  and  tlie 
parched  earth,  and  hastens  to  rest  beneath  the  in- 
viting Rock !  How  sweetly  he  resteth,  secretly  wish- 
ing— but  it  is  a  firuitless  wish — that  this  Rock  could 
follow  him  all  the  desert  through  I    Alas!  what  has 
sin  done !     What  a  curse  has  it  brought  upon  our 
world ;  how  awful  its  influence,  and  how  wide  its 
spread !     "  The  whole  creation  groaneth  and  tra- 
vaileth  in  pain."     Our  very  comforts,  nay,  our  great- 
est outward  comforts,  become  oppressive  and  kil- 
ling ;  and,  besides  these,  what  disappointments  and 
bereavements, — what  griefs  and  burdens  of  afflic- 
tion,—what  distressful  conflicts  from  in-dwelling  sin,* 
— what  sore  temptations  from  Satan,  and  persecu- 
tions from  an  ungodly  world, — what   hidings  of 
God's  face,  and  impressions  of  his  displeasure ! — 
No  wonder  it  should  be  called  a  weary  land,  and  that 
"  the  soul  of  the  people"  should  be  at  times   "  dis- 
course^ because  of  the  way."     Yet  all  this  makes 
for  usy  and  prepares  us  to  enjoy  our  mercies  with 
tbe /greater  relish.     Blessed  Jesus!  we  should  not 
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know  what  compassion  and  what  sweetness  are  io 
thee,  if  we  did  not  find  ourselves  in  a  weary  land^ 
toiling  and  fainting  under  the  burning  heavens.     But 
our  necessities  and  burdens  drive  us  to  thee ;  and  in 
thee  we  find  a  Rock  whose  shadow  affords  effectual 
and  sweet  relief  from  all  the  evil  there  is  in  the  world, 
and  in  ourselves.     It  is  a  beautiful  figure !     Christ 
18  a  Rock, — ^immutable  and  beneficial.     On  that 
Rock  may  my  faith  rest ;  may  my  house,  my  inte- 
rest, and  my  salvation,  be  built !  and  then  I  may 
smile  at  gathering  clouds,  and  fear  no  evil  from 
rains,  or  storms,  or  floods.     An  inhabitant  of  that 
Rock  I  would  daily  be;  and  to  the  clefts  of  that 
Rock,  with  the  trembling  dbve,  I  would  flee  when 
tempests  rage  !    Happy  Israelites !  what  relief  did 
Aey  find  in  a  weary  land.     When  they  all  drank 
of  that  spiritual  Rock,  their  peace  was  like  a  river, 
a  river  in  a  sandy,  sultry  desert,  and  yet  undimi- 
nished.    Precious  Saviour !    ^^  It  pleased  the  Father 
that  in  him  should  all  fulness  dwell.''    Myriads 
have  here  been  refreshed,  and  it  is  yet  abundant ! 
My  soul   adores  the    mercy  that   enables  me   to 
say,  "  Of  his  fulness  have  we  received,  and  grace 
for  grace  !"     Unhappy  multitudes !  who  say  to  the 
riches,  the  honours,  and  the  pleasures  of  this  world, 
"  Ye  are  our  gods."    Let  me  rather  be  classed  with 
the  fatherless,  who  find  mercy  in  hun.     Yea,  let 
me  account  all  thmgs  but  loss,  and  reject  them  ^'  as 
dung,  that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him." 
Unhappy  men !  when  the  day  of  the  Lord  comeliiy 


they  will  in  consternation  cry,  '^  Is  there  not  a  lie  in 
our  right  hand  ?"  will  cast  away  their  idols  to  the 
moles  and  to  the  bats,  and  go  into  the  clefb  of  the 
rock ;  nay,  and  cry  to  the  rocks  to  fall  on  them,  and 
hide  them  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb.     Miserable 
creatures !     Nature  has  no  rocks  that  can  extinguish 
their  being,  or  shelter  them  from  the  wrathful  storm, 
or  deliver  them  from  the  horror  with  which  they 
shall  eternally  behold  this  spiritual  Rock  falling 
upon  them,  as  if  it  would  grind  them  to  powder. 
Happy  believer !  to  whom  Jesus  is  a  "  Rock  of 
Salvation."     In  how  many  res|)ccts  he  finds  him 
precious !     '^  I  sat  under  his  shadow  with  great  de- 
light,'' sweetly  relieved  from  the  burden  of  guilt  and 
wrath.    And  how  is  a  Saviour  endeared  to  me  when 
I  think,  whence  is  this  benefit,  and  how  comes  it 
to  pass  that  be  affords  me  a  shadow  and  a  rest  so 
refreshing !     Wondrous  truth !    wondrous    grace  ! 
My  Surety  undertook  my  cause,  and  bore  the  full 
vengeance  due  to  my  transgressions.     Joyful  assur- 
ance !  he  was  able  to  bear  it     ^'  Ascribe  ye  great- 
ness to  our  God ;  he  is  the  Rock ;  his  work  is  per- 
lect"     God  manifested  in  the  flesh,  redeemed  the 
Church  with  his  own  blood.     He  was  made  a  curse 
for  us ;  and  now  there  is  no  more  death,  no  more 
evil,  no  more  condemnation ;  there  is  full  security's 
sweetly  refreshing  shadow,  to  them  who  are  in  Christ 
Jesus.     In  his  Name,  repentance  and  remission  of 
lins  are  preached ;  and  myriads  of  saved  sinners  oo 
earth  aad  in  heaven^  bein^  justified  by  faith,  have 
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peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
How  many  a  trembling  conscience  has  here  been 
relieved  from  overwhelming  distress,  when  the  wrath 
of  God  was  abiding  upon  him!  And  how  many 
of  God's  own  dear  children  have  found  a  sanc« 
tuary  here,  when  they  were  saying,  "  Day  and 
night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  me  :  my  moisture 
is  turned  into  the  drought  of  summer!^'  In  bow 
many  seasons  of  gi*ievous  temptation,  or  outward 
distress  and  trouble,  and  cruel  persecution  have 
they  found  sweet  refreshment  beneath  this  Rock. 
*^  Death  cannot  make  our  souls  afraid,  if  Christ  be 
with  us  there.'*  Nay,  and  amidst  the  wreck  of  na- 
ture, and  the  tremendous  glories  of  the  last  day, 
this  will  enable  us  to  lift  up  our  heads  with  compo- 
sure and  joy.  Oh !  that  the  admirers  of  the  world, 
and  they  who  trust  in  themselves"^ that  they  are  righ- 
teous, could  see  the  transcendent  excellency  and 
preciousness  of  Christ !  What  can  we  do  for  our- 
selves, or  what  can  tlie  whole  creation  do  for  us, 
compared  wJth  what  believers  find  in  this  Rock. 
This,  tlien,  it  is,  that  constitutes  a  Christian.  It  is 
coming  to  this  Rock,  and  truly  seeking  salvation  in 
Jesus.  But  who  are  they  who  come  ?  Rarely  they 
who  enjoy  pleasant  and  plentiful  circumstances  in 
the  world :  not  they  who  are  hardened  in  sin,  and 
have  no  alarming  sense  of  wrath,  or  who  can  satisfy 
an  awakened  conscience  with  promises  of  amend- 
ment, but  they  who  have  outward  trouble  and  soul 
trouble;  who  ti^mble  before  God,  and  find  there 
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is  no  help  in  themselves.  To  such  weary  souls,  in  a 
weary  land,  rest  will  be  sweet — Christ  will  be  pre- 
cious. Blessed  troubles !  that  compel  the  soul  to 
seek  refreshment  here.  Glorious  Redeemer!  hoir 
abundant  thy  sufficiency,  and  how  rich  thy  grace, 
who  art  so  freely,  so  sweetly  inviting  sinners  of 
every  description  under  thy  shadow  !  What  multi- 
tudes are  already  gathered !  how  every  heart  and 
every  tongue  unites  in  saying,  ^^  How  excellent  is 
thy  loving  khidness,  O  God !"  **  And  yet  there 
is  room.'*  ''  Salvation  in  abundance  flows  like 
floods  of  milk  and  wine."  Who  can  estimate  tlic 
present  and  future  happiness  of  the  man  who  abides 
under  this  shadow  ?  And  who  can  describe  the  mi- 
sery of  him  who  shall  be  found  out  of  Christ  ?  for 
'^  behold  the  day  cometh  that  shall  burn  as  an 
oven^*'  &c.  the  overflowing  scourge  that  shall  sweep 
away  the  refuges  of  lies.  May  it  be  your  happi- 
nesSy  my  dear  children,  and  mine,  in  that  day,  to 
be  found  in  Christ !  The  blessing  of  God  be  with 
you! 

I  remain,  with  truest  afiection^  dear  children, 

Your  father, 

J.  B0WDEX% 
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LETTER  XVIL 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  W- 


Tooting,  Feb.  1803. 
MT  DEAR  W— •  AND  M — , 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  gave  us  much 
pleasure,   and  awakened   sentiments    of  gratitude. 
Blessed  be  God !  whose  everlasting  mercy  blottetb 
out  the  cloud  of  affliction,  and  sweetly  says,  ^^  Your 
sins  will  I  remember  against  you  no  more !"     My 
dear  W 's  partial  recovery,    I   hope,    if   con- 
sistent with  God's  wise  and  gracious  and  holy  will, 
we  shall  soon  hear  is  perfected.     But,  ah !  the  un- 
certainty of  life,  the  precarious  nature  of  health, 
and  our  dearest  connections  here ! — how  proper,  bow 
profitable,  how  good  is  it  to  be  dying  daily,  to  be 
trimming  our  lamps,  (that  is,    cleaning  and  enli- 
vening them,  and  providing  them  a  fresh  supply  of 
oil) ;— to  be  laying  up  treasure  in  Heaven ;  that  is, 
making  sure  our   interest  in  the  infinite,  treasure 
already  laid  there,    and,  by  active  piety   and  the 
fruits  of  faith,  providing  for  an  abundant  recom- 
pense of  reward !     How  can  we  contemplate,  but 
"with  grateful  wonder,  the  condescension  of  the  Most 
High  God,  in  suffering  himself  to  be  represented  as 
a  debtor  to  sinful  dust  and  worms  !     ^^  God  is  not 
unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  of  faith  and  labour  of 
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love,"  &c.  It  4s  his  own  grace,  his  promise,  arid 
tlie  blood  of  his  own  Son,  that  is  the  only  ground 
of  our  claim ;  yet,  when  he  dispenses  everlasting 
good,  and  ushers  the  hell-desefvidg  sinner  into  all 
the  joys  and  glories  of  heaven,  he  proclaims  him- 
self his  debtor.  Who,  that  knows  tlie  grace  Of 
God,  but  must  be  his  ready  servant?  His  "  yoke 
is  easy  j"  and  why  should  not  we  be  reconciled  to 
all  his  will?  In  infinite  grace  it  consults  otfr 
good ;  it  means  our  sanctification.  Truly,  my  dear 
W-^i— ,  I  rejoice  to  find  your  mind  pacified  and 
satisfied  by  this  consideration  in  affliction.  Indeed, 
it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  submit  to  nauseous  medi- 
cines and  painful  operations,  in  order  to  be  delivered 
from  threatening  disease.  That  is  a  friendly  hand, 
whatever  suffering  it  unavcndably  occasion,  that 
undertakes  to  pluck  the  viper  from  our  breasts  tiiat 
has  already  infused  its  venom  into  our  blood,  has 
often  made  the  wound  to  bleed  afresh,  and  is  still 
aiming  at  our  life.  Oh  !  let  me  welcome  the  suf- 
fering by  which  my  Saviour  bids  me  hope  for  such 
a  deliverance :  let  me  not  tremble  at  the  siirht  of  the 
furnace  wherein  I  am  to  be  melted  and  tried,  wliile 
He,  whose  skill,  and  compassion,  and  love,  are 
abundantly  proved  and  attested,  promises  to  sit 
by,  and  secure  the  precious  gold,  and  cause  the 
trial  to  be  found  unto  praise,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ.  Truly, 
that  dear  Friend,  with  all  the  bitterness  of  afflic- 
tion he  has  aBotted  me,  has  mingled  so  much  kind- 

2  D 
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ncss  and  sweetness  in  the  cup,  that  it  tvere  in- 
excusable folly  and  base  ingratitude  to  resist  bis 
will.  Hb  gifts,  fais  promises,  and  many  of  bis 
dealings  with  me,  proclaim  with  united  and  pow^- 
ful  energy,  '^  God  is  love."  His  conduct  bit 
word,  his  heart,  is  love;  love  itself;  pur^  uih 
mingled  love :  the  sweet  answer  ta  that  great  ques- 
tion, "  What  is  Gbd?"  Yes,  it  will  be  the  busi- 
ness  of  eternity  to  explore  the  unbounded  glories 
of  this  wondrous  name ;  to  trace  the  manifestatkm 
which  God  has  been  pleased  to  make  of  this  de- 
lightful character — tliis  brightest  star  in  the  con- 
stellation of  the  Divine  attributes — this  principal 
uheel  in  the  machine  of  Providence,  that  sets  idl 
the  rest  in  motion,  '^  working  all  things  after  the 
counsel  of  his  own  will."  Had  it  pleased  the  Most 
High  to  have  consigned  to  me  the  mightiest  mo- 
narchy on  earth,  and  to  have  guaranteed  the  peace- 
able possession  of  it  to  me  for  an  hundred  years, 
and  to  my  posterity  for  a  thousand  generations,  in 
the  regards  of  the  world  this  had  been  enviable 
greatness.  Yet,  how  deficient !  The  carnal  mind 
would  have  been  elated,  and  for  a  while  gratified ; 
but  herein  would  have  been  no  rest  for  an  immor- 
tal soul.  What  a  mere  shadow,  what  a  nothing  is 
this,  when  compared  with  the  good  pleasure  of  his 
goodness  which  his  word  reveals,  and  which  his 
Providence  and  his  Spirit,  with  an  energy  that  ho 
power  can  resist,  are  fulfilling,  and  will  fulfil  in 
us !     What  is  this  to  the  mispeakable  gift  of  bis 
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love;  the  adoption  and  the  inheritance  of  sons; 
the  image  of  his  holiness ;  tlie  treasure  that  faith 
embraces  ?  Well  is  it  said,  "  We  that  believe  do 
eoter  into  rest ;"  for  '^  this  is  the  promise  tliat  he 
bath  promised  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his 
Son."  Herein  is  a  good  adequate  to  the  largest 
desire  of  an  immortal  mind.  It  comprehends  what- 
ever its  sin  and  misery  have  made  necessary.  O ! 
to  live  under  the  impression  of  this  love ! — to  feel 
it  8o  as  to  be  dissolved,  and  cast  into  a  new  mould  by 
it !  While  its  influence  prevails,  how  easy  the  yoke 
of  service  or  suffering!  how  sweet,  how  powerful, 
its  constraint!  ''It  is  the  njighty,  and,  indeed,  the 
only  conqueror  of  the  heart  of  man.  It  prevails 
where  the  severest  judgments,  and  all  tlie  terrors  of 
tlie  law,  had  been  tried  in  vain.     I  do  not  wonder, 

my  dear  W ,  that,  thus  constrained,  you  should 

feel  a  ready  mind  when  duty  seems  tu  call;  yel 
when  Providence  is  pleased  to  permit  a  restraint  by 
bodily  frailty,  as  of  old  by  persecuting  fury,  however 
hard  it  be  to  bear,  (and  in  many  instances  it  was  the 
severest  trial  of  silenced  ministers),  it  becomes  a 
duty  to  yield,  ^*  humblmg  ourselves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God."  I  pray  God  to  confirm  your  health, 
and  to  prolong  your  usefulness.  I  rejoice  to  hear  of 
your  Missionary  success.  We  have  much  to  be 
thankful  for  in  that  respect 

I  am,  my  dear  children, 

very  affectionately,  your  father, 

i.  BOWDEX, 

Sd52 
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LETTER  XVIir. 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  W- 


Tooting,  June  17,  IdOdw  ^ 

y  DEAR  W —  AND  M — , 

Your  letter  of  the  eptli  ult.   produced  verj^*»si 
lively  sensations  of  botli  pain  and  pleasure.    We  can^  M:M.m\ 
not  help  bearing  a  part  very  feelingly  in  your  afflic^'^xu 
on,  and  being  very  solicitous  about  your  recovery,^ 
However,  '^  it  is  good  that  a  man  should  botli 
and  quietly  wait  for  the  salvation  of  the  LcNrd.'*- 
Salvation !  how  great  a  blessing,   great  beyond  alL  <S  ^^saX 
our  conception. — What  a  crown  and  joy  await  th^^^^^^^ 
saved  sinner !  What  a  mercy  is  it  to  be  able  to  trac^^^^  ce 
the  beginning  and  pledge  of  it.     But  what  works  ot<:^  of 
salvation  are  yet  to  be  wrought  in  us;  what  grac^^^^ce 
and  blessings  yet  to  be  received !_"  Wonders  of  grac^  ^^ce 
to  God  belong."    When  he  proclaims  his  name,  ancfca^  ^^^ 
grants  a  manifestation  of  his  glorious  majesty,  powerj^^f^r, 
and  goodness,  there  is  a  voice  which  breaks  from  the^^"^ 
Excellent  Glory,  saying,  "Open  thy  mOuth  wide,  anc^  ^^^ 
I  will  fill  it."    When  we  hear  him  speak  in  exceeding,  ^^g 
great  and  precious  promises,  and  are  persuaded  o^^^^^^ 
them,  we  can  let  every  thing  drop  to  embrace  them  ^^^^^d, 
eagerly  crying,  "  Tliis  is  all  my  salvation ;  this  ir-i      ^ 
all  my  desire."  W'hen  he  is  pleased  to  open  a  page  is  ^   "^ 
the  book  of  Providence,  and  to  reveal  lib  superior^  ^0 
well-directed,  and  never-failing   measures,  we 
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chide  our  anxious  spirits,  and  mourning  complaints  : 
we  cry,  ''  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  unto  me  as 
seemeth  good  unto  him.*^  '^  My  soul,  wait  thou 
only  upon  God,  for  my  expectation  is  from  him." 
Happy  is  such  a  frame !  It  is  good  for  me — it  is  fit — 
it  becomes  a  creature  mean  and  vile,  a  sinner  guilty 
and.  wretched.  Salvation  in  any  way,  at  any  time, 
will  be  mercy  indeed  to  such  a  one.  How  becoming 
is  it  to  a  believer  who  has  taken  God's  word  as  his 
heritage  for  ever,  and  confessed  himself  a  pilgrim 
fmd  stranger  on  the  earth,  and  what  a  present  re- 
compence  of  inward  peace  it  brings  with  it ;  and, 
which  is  beyond  every  other  consideration,  what 
glory  this  unshaken  hope,  this  patient,  quiet  expec- 
tation brings  to  God !  Yet  God  works  by  means — let 
me  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  dogood-^Iet  me  in  my  ex- 
pectations from  him  be,  not  slumbering  nor  slothful, 
but  active  and  industrious — let  no  means  within  my 
power  be  neglected ;  let  me  plough  and  sow ;  let  mc 
stretch  the  sails,  and  wait  till  he  be  pleased  to  send 
forth  the  wind  that  brings  and  works  salvation : — and, 
if  bis  measures  cross  my  sensual  inclinations ;  if  he  do 
not  grant  what  I  would  have,  or  when  I  would  have 
it;  if  betake  away  what  I  would  have  spared,  let  me 
listen  whether  his  Spirit  whisper  no  complaint  against 
me; — ^whether  conscience  will  not  say.  It  is  fit,  it  is 
good,  that  such  a  worm  as  I,  rescued  by  a  miracle  of 
mercy  from  tbc  wrath  to  come,  should  both  hope  and 
quietly  wait.  It  is  a  fit,  a  becoming,  a  beneficial 
temper ;  yet  how  rare,  even  among  Christians,  and 
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how  difficult !   But  why  difficult  ?     Because  wc  arc 
ever  setting  an  undue  value  on  creature  comforts.  We 
idolize  them  :  we  rest  in  them,  instead  of  rising  to 
God  by  them :  we  bind  them  to  our  hearts ;  therefore 
the  separation  wounds  us  to  agony.     Another  reason 
is  :  we  are  angry  with  the  instrument,  and  overlook 
the  Hand  that  directed  it,  not  being  apprised  that  the 
Lord  had  bidden  Shimei  to  curse  David,  or  dis- 
patched this  disease  or  blasting  providence  as  a  mes- 
senger of  his  sovereign  will  to  us.     Sometimes  we 
are  looking  with  undue  expectation  to  creature^reme- 
dies  and  means  of  relief;  nay,  we  become  atheisti- 
cal in  the  use  of  them,  and  forget  that  no  Bctbesda 
can  heal  until  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  be  revealed, 
and  then  no  furtlicr  than  he  pleases.     And,  alas ! 
how  prone  are  we  to  consult  with  flesh  and  blood, 
and  to  be  more  solicitous  to  tread  a  smooth  and 
flowery  path,  than  to  be  led  in  tlie  right  though  rugged 
"way  to  heaven.     My  dear  children,  I  could  enlarge 
very  pleasantly,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  a  letter,  in 
representing  to  you  those  views  of  God  which  are  cal- 
culated very  sweetly  to  relieve  the  difficulty  and 
cause  tlie  mind   "  both  to  hope  and  quietly  wait." 
What  reverence  is  due  to  the  sovereignty  of  God! 
Arise,  my  soul,  and  go  down  to  the  patterns  house, 
and  learn  subjection  to  the  will  of  God.    This  would 
be  to  destroy  the  Jonah  within  us  that  raises  many  a 
storm.  How  it  silences  man,  to  contemplate  the  righ- 
teousness of  God  !  *^  Just  and  true  are  all  thy  ways, 
O  Lord."   But  let  us  search  and  try  our  own.    The 
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faithfulness  of  God, — what  a  resting-place  is  that!— 
"  I  know  that  in  faithfulness  tliHu  hast  afflicted  me  !" 
The  holiness  and  spotless  purity  of  God,  rightly  con- 
sidered, will  cause  us  to  be  afraid  of  any  risings  of 
corruption  under  affliction.  Tlie  almighty  power 
of  God,  bow  it  carries  Uie  mind  above  improbabili- 
ties, and  helps  it  to  hope  even  against  hope  !  The 
unsearchable  and  infinite  wisdom  of  God,  who  cannot 
err  in  the  measure  or  continuance  of  affliction,  and 
who  knows  both  how  to  deliver  from  it  and  how  to 
bring  good  out  of  it;— the  infinite  goodness,  the 
love,  and  mercy  of  God,  who  appoints  the  furnace, 
sits  by  it,  and  secures  to  the  soul  advantage  from  it; 
—and,  above  all,  the  boundless  all-sufficiency  of  God 
to  repair  every  loss,  and  be  a  fountain  of  pure,  sub- 
lirne,  and  eternal  delight:  these  are  hints  for  your  im- 
provement. The  beams  of  this  various  glory  of  the 
Lord,  let  into  the  soul,  will  clear  tlie  vale  of  suffer- 
ing, and  give  songs  in  the  night.  Wc  cannot  won- 
der that  you  sigh  in  solitude,  and  lament  when  you 
remember  Zion.  But  what  mercy  it  is,  that  constrain- 
ed distance  from  the  house  of  God  is  no  separation 
from  the  God  of  the  house  I  He  is  tlie  God  of  con- 
solation, and  can  shine  through  other  mediums — can 
open  rivers  in  high  places,  and  springs  in  the  val- 
leys. I  bless  God,  he  leads  you  by  the  springs  of 
water,  though  in  the  wilderness  of  affliction;  and 
provides  you  an  anchor  of  hope  amidst  stormy  trials. 
Glorious  hope,  which  his  covenant  promise  inspires  ! 
What  may  not  be  expected   from  infinite  Love.- 
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IIow  reviving  its  beamst  even  in  this  dark  and  distant 
world !  Well  mights  Lutber  say,  '^  Lord,  forgive 
my  sin,  and  strike  me  where  thou  wilt :  even  a  doud 
brings  a  message  of  love  and  a  shower  of  btesfiings.'' 
Yet  may  it  please  the  Lord  of  health  to  bless  the 
means  you  are  trying.  Truly  the  Lord  is  good,  and 
he  will  shew  us  more  and  more  of  his  mercy.  My 
very  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord  when  I  think  of 

dear  R ,  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  working  in 

him  and  by  him. 

I  am,  my  dear  children^  affectionately 

Your  Father, 

J.  BOWDEN. 


LETTER  XIX. 


TO  MR.  R 


Sept.  15,  179». 

MY  DEAR  II , 

TiiK  account  you  have  given  us  of  your  safe 

arrival   at  N ,    your  welcome    reception,  and 

prospects  of  comfort,  affords  us  pleasure.  I  am  happy 
to  hear  that  you  have  found  a  few  among  your 
fellow-students  who  have  the  same  serious  views  of 
religion  and  the  Gospel  ministry  that  you  have^ 
and  the  same  apprehensions  of  Gospel  truth.  I 
trust  you  will  be  enabled  to  strengthen  each  other's 
bands  under  every  discouragement,  and  regard  it  as 
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your  duty  affectionately  to  consider  each  other  to 
provoke  to  love  and  to  good  works.     Mr.  H —  will, 
undoubtedly,  give  you  all  the  countenance  he  can 
without  incurring  the  charge  of  partiality ;  and  you 
will  soon  find  yourselves  kindly  noticed  by  the  se* 
rious  part  of  the  congregation :  but,  beyond  every 
other    encouragement,   you    may  assure  yourself, 
wiiile  you  hold  fast  your  profession,  and  are  actuated 
by  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  you  will  have  a  Patron 
in  heaven,  in  whose  smiles  you  will  find  an  abundant 
recompence :  "  the  Lord  is  with  you  while  you  are 
with  him."  You  will  not  fail,  I  hope,  to  be  assiduous 
in  your  application  to  those  branches  of  learning  in 
which  you  ai*e  engaged.  It  were  a  pity  that  those  who 
differ  from  you  in  their  views  of  the  Gospel,  should 
outshine  you  in  their  literary  acquirements.  But  with 
all  your  getting,  get  understanding ;  study  the  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  study  your  own  heart.     Compare  those 
books  together,  and  you  will  find  the  remedy  as 
powerful  as  the  disease,  and  admirably  adapted  to 
it    Study  the  Cross  of  Christ,  and  you  will  see  more 
and  more  reason  to  cleave  to  it,  and  to  rejoice  and 
glory  in  it  Indeed,  if  there  be  not  redemption  in  the 
blood  of  Christ  for  guilty  sinners,  we  are  yet  with- 
out hope  :  if  this  truth  be  not  contained  in  revelation, 
there  is   nothing  there  which    deserves  the  name 
of  Gospel.     But,  blessed  be  God,  there  are  a  happy 
few  who  have  found  this  pearl  of  great  price  in  this 
sacred  field,  and  found  it  a  soul-enriching  treasure. 
Nor  are  the  saints  in  heaven  governed  by  a  mis-^ 
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taken  zeal  while  they  tune  their  golden  harps  to  t^ie 
praises  of  Him  who  loved  them,  and  washed  them  from 
their  sins  in  his  own  blood.  I  hope^  my  dear  boy,  you 
will  study  to  recommend  yourself  in  all  your  connec- 
tions by  a  humble,  kind,  and  obliging  carriage,  and  es- 
pecially let  your  behaviour  to  your  tutor  ever  be  re- 
spectful :  ever  consider  him  as  your  truest  friend  ;  and 
may  the  best  of  friends  be  with  you  and  bless  you  ! 

I  am,  my  dear  R , 

Your  affectionate  Father, 

J.    BOWJ>£K. 


LETTER  XX. 


TO  MR.  R .  B- 


Tooting,  Feb.  M,  17«4. 

MY  DEAR  R — ^ 

Th  e  account  you  gave  us,  in  your  last,  of  the 
fire  at  N—  was  very  awful  and  affecting.  How  much 
are  we  indebted  to  a  watchful  and  merciful  Providence 
for  that  exemption  from  many  temporal  evik  with 
which  we  are  distinguished ;  and  especially  for  that 
eternal  deliverance  from  eternal  evil  which,  I  trust, 
we  have  to  rejoice  in  through  Jesus  Christ !  "  There 
is,  tlierefore,  now  no  condemnation  to  them  who  are 
in  Christ  Jesus."  The  blood  of  Jesus,  tlie  true  Pas- 
cal Lamb,  sprinkled  by  faith  on  the  heart,  is  a  Aiil 
security  against  the  approach  of  all  real  evil ;  and 
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the  covenant  of  God*s  glorious  grace  is  a  sure  foun- 
dation of  real  good :  for  this  covenant  constitutef 
every  believer  in  Christ  a  child  of  God,  and  placet 
him  immediately  under  his  kind  superintendance  at 
an  infinitely  tender  parent,  and  an  all-sufRcient  God. 
This  real  interest  is  therefore  eternally  secure,  and 
must  be  in  the  wisest  and  best  manner  promoted. 
'^  He  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High^ 
and  abideth  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty." 
You  speak,  my  dear  boy,  of  the  use  and  abuse  of 
the  promises.  They  have  undoubtedly,  as  you  ob- 
serve, been  misapplied  and  perveited  in  many  cases : 
they  are  children's  meat,  and  no  stranger  may  inter- 
meddle with  the  Joy  they  are  intended  to  inspire; 
they  are  the  heavenly  manna  sent  down  to  supply 
the  daily  wants  of  God's  pilgrim*  people :  they  are 
sweet  as  honey  and  the  honey-comb  to  every  true 
Israelite,  and  wisely  adapted  to  all  the  circumstances 
of  his  present  state :  they  afford  milk  for  babes,  and 
strong  meat  for  strong  men  :  they  are  a  rich  treasury 
ofpardoning  mercy  and  sanctifying  grace,  of  counsel, 
and  comfort,  and  strength,  and  quickening  energy, 
and  of  whatever  the  Christian  can  need.  For  the  Lord 
knows  our  frame :  he  had  a  perfect  foresight  of  it 
from  all  eternity  ;  and  in  the  purpose  and  provision 
of  his  grace,  he  had  respect  to  all  the  infirmities  and 
wants  of  every  kind  with  which  his  children  would  in 
after-ages  be  encompassed.  This  purpose  and  pro- 
vision, this  covenant  with  all  its  precious  promises, 
18  represented  to  us  under  the  beautiful  image  of  a 
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river  clear  as  chrystal,  proceeding  from  the  Throne 
of  God  and  of  the  Lamb.  The  streams  of  this  river,, 
flowing  in  ten  thousand  directions,  make  glad  the 
cit^  of  our  God  :  they  visit  every  family  of  God's 
Israel,  find  are  found  as  a  ^  well  of  living  wa- 
ter springing  up  in  every  heart.  Precious  streams ! 
they  afford  tl)e  richest  delight,  and  are  followed  by 
no  remorse.  They  satisfy,  but  do  not  cloy.  They 
sometimes  have  found  their  way  into  the  stately 
palaces  of  the  great,  but  more  usually  they 
bless  the  cottages  of  the  needy  poor,  and  ever 
beautify  the  meek  with  salvation.*^ — T^o  things 
are  requisite,  to  justify  our  humble  claim  to  the  grace 
of  the  promises.  The  first  is  this :  we  must  have 
reason  on  scriptural  ground  to  conclude  that  wc 
are  the  seed  of  Abraham  and  the  children  of  God. 
"  If  we  fure  Christ's,  then  are  we  Abraham's  seed,  and 
heirs  according  to  the  promise."  3ut  I  have  no  au- 
thority to  say,  "  I  am  Christ's,"  unless  my  temper 
and  conduct  mal^e  it  appear  that  I  am  no  longer  the 
servant  of  sin,  the  willing  slave  of  corruption;  and 
that  I  have  practically  chosen  the  way  of  the  Divine 
precepts.  I  Iiave  no  just  reason  to  say  that  I  am 
Christ's,  unless  I  can  find  in  me  that  humiliation 
and  poverty  of  spirit,  that  prevaiUng  bias  towards 
tlie  Gospel  covenant,  which  will  make  it  appear 
that  I  am  no  longer  under  the  law  but  under  grace ; 
and  as  a  sinner,  self-condemned  and  without 
strength,  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the 
glQrious  Hope  which  the  Gospel  sets  before  me.  Nor 
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faave  I  any  just  reason  to  say  I  am  Christ's,  unless  it 
be  manifest  from  the  heaven-aspiring  bent  of  my 
soul^  that  I  am  not  of  the  worlds  but  chosen  out  of 
it,  and  prevailingly  seeking  those  thhigs  which  afe 
above :  and  I  may  add^  if  I  am  Christ's^   I  must 
doubtless  think  affectionately!  and  gratefully^  and 
honourably,  and  highly  of  him.   He  will  be  precious 
unto  me  as  he  is  unto  them  that  believe ;  I  shall  de- 
light  in  the  mention  and  memoiy  of  his  name,  and 
be  actuated  with  a  becoming  zeal  for  his  glory :  I 
shall  love  all  them  who  love  him,  and  who  bear  his 
image :  I  shall  rejoice  in  the  growth  of  his  kingdom, 
and  devoutly  pray  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
Jerusalem.     Let  it  be  your  concern,  my  dear  R— , 
and  mine,  to  make  good  our  claim  to  the  promises 
on  such  grounds  as  these ;  and  then,  while  they  who 
mind  earthly  things  think  lightly  of  them,  we  shall 
call   them    the    joy   and  rejoicing   of   our  heart: 
while  the  iniquitous  person  and  the  enthusiast  do- 
ceive  their  own  souls  by  a  misapplication  of  them, 
we  shall,  by  faith,  live,  upon  them,  and  in  sweet  ex- 
perience know   the  good  of  God's  chosen.     The 
other  thing  requisite  to  justify  our  claim  to  the 
promises  is  :  a  careful  improvement  of  the  light  and 
strength  we  have.  '*  Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,"  is 
the  counsel  of  Heaven ;  and,  indeed,  then  only  have 
we  reason  to  expect  the  Divine  blessing  in  a  renewed 
communication  of  his  grace,  when  we  are  using  the 
means,  employing  the  ability,  and  walking  by  the 
light  we  already  have.   If  we  are  found  transgressing 
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the  rules  of  duty,  or  remiss  in  our  regards  to  tbem, 
DO  wonder  if  we  find  ourselves  in  the  sad  state  of 
Sampson,  when  he  arose  to  shake  himself  as  at 
other  times,  and  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was  departed 
tfirom  him.  Our  Lord  has  made  it  our  duty,  not  only 
to  believe,  but  also  to  watch  and  to  pray,  that  we 
enter  not  into  temptation.     Oh,  my  dear  R — y  the 
more  you  are  acquainted  with  the  corruptions  of 
the  heart,  the  snares  of  the  world,  and  tlie  devices 
of  Satan,  the  more  occasion  you  will  find  for  a  serious 
and  daily  attention  to  this  kind  and  important  ad- 
monition.    Oh,  be  it  your  concern  to  converse  much 
with  God  and  your  heart  in  secret,  and  that  will  be 
the  happy  means  of  keeping  your  soul  alive  in  its  op- 
position to  sin,  and  of  defeating  the  cruel  designs  of 
an  ever-watchful  and  crafty  foe,  who  has  long  been 
practised  in  the  arts  of  deceiving  precious  souls. 

I  am,  my  dear  R — , 

very  affectionately  your  father, 

J.    BOWDEK. 


LETTER  XX I. 


TO  MR.  R- 


April  4,'17M. 
MY  i>£a;r  R— ^, 

I  AM  glad  to  find  you  often  think  with  pleasure 
and  mward  delight  of  the  GospeUscheme,  and  the 
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ilisplay  of  God*8  essential  perfections  therein.  It  is 
indeed  a  grand,  a  delightfuli  and  a  profitable  sub- 
ject of  meditation.  The  blessed  angels  themselves 
regard  it  as  such,  though  not  interested  in  its  conse* 
quences  as  we  are.  It  is  for  us^  that  the  doctrine  of 
the  Cross  proclaims  ^^  redemption  through  his  blood, 
even  the  forgiveness  of  sins  :"  it  is  for  our  security 
it  reveals  a  sanctuaryi  stronger  than  a  munition  of 
rocks :  it  is  for  our  never-failing  joy  and  delight,  it 
■shews  the  fulness  of  Christ  flowing  in  an  abundant 
river.  Well  may  we  therefore,  with  grateful  and 
lively  joy,  contemplate  its  glories.  If  we  get  to  hea- 
ven, we  shall  survey  them  with  minds  more  enlarged, 
our  apprehensions  will  be  more  adequate  and  Just, 
and  our  songs  more  lively.  How  will  our  hearts 
bum  within  us,  when  Jesus  himself,  in  the  language  of 
heaven,  shall  explain  to  lis  these  mysteries,  and  tell 
of  his  own  love!  Surely  we  shall  then  feel,  though 
in  a  far  nobler  sense,  what  Jonathan  felt,  while 
listening  to  the  artless  but  animated  discourse  of 
David:  it  is  said,  ^^  when  David  had  made 
an  end  of  speaking,  that  tlie  soul  of  Jonathan  was 
knit  to  the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan  loved  him 
as  his  own  soul."  I  would  have  you,  however,  my 
dear  R— ,  be  cautious  how  you  listen  to  discourses 
which  are  calculated  to  lead  you  to  overlook  the  in- 
flexible justice  of  God,  and  to  regard  only  his  bene- 
volence and  love.  It  is  true,  we  are  not  to  regard 
(as  you  observe)  the  Deity  as  a  wrathful  malignant 
being :  no,  he  is  perfectly  amiable  and  lovely :  but 
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remember,  justice  is  an  attribute  of  Deity,  as  well 
as  mercy.  Had  it  been  possible  that  the  great 
Lawgiver  and  Governor  of  the  world  could  have  no- 
ticed sin  in  his  creatures  without  infinite  hatred,  or 
passed  it  by  without  inflicting  its  just  and  full  desert, 
he  had  never  provided  such  a  surety  and  substitute 
for  us  :  he  had  never  chosen  his  own  Son  to  bear  our 
sins ;  much  less  had  it  ^^  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise 
him/'  The  very  beauty  of  the  Lord  is  his  holiness, 
and  that  consists  in  the  harmony  of  all  his  moral  per- 
fections ;  and  no  where  does  this  harmony  appear  so 
conspicuous  as  in  the  Cross  of  Christ.  In  that  graad 
contrivance  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  the  awful  glories  of 
justice  appear  not  to  lessen, but  to  heighten  and  exalt, 
the  glory  of  the  whole ;  and  while  prof&ne  sinners 
and  unbelievers  will  not,  or  rather  dare  not,  behold 
the  majesty  of  the  Lord,  the  ransomed  tlirong  will 
have  to  exult  for  ever  in  ^'  a  just  God  and  a  Saviour.*' 
You  speak  of  my  proposing  to  you  now  and  then  a 
subject  on  which  you  may  write  your  thoughts  and 
exercise  yourself  in  composition.  I  think,  my  dear, 
the  motion  is  a  good  one,  and  you  may  find  advantage 
from  it  I  would  not  wish,  however,  as  yet  to  ex- 
ercise you  on  controversial  subjects,  as  you  have 
not  yet  entered  on  divinity  studies  :  something  of  a 
practical  nature,  and  especially  experimental,  you 
will  find  more  useful.  Suppose  you  ground  your  first 
essay  on  Matt,  xxvii.  36. :  '^  and  sitting  down,  they 
watched  him  there."  The  reference,  you  will  pre- 
sently see,  is  particularly  to  the  centurion  and  the 
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Roman  soldiers^  who  were  stationed  round  the  cross 
to  see  that  the  sentence  of  death  was  fully  executed, 
and  to  prevent  any  interference  of  bis  friends  to 
rescue  him.     They  seem  to  have  been  (at  first,  at 
least)  very  ignorant  and  heedless  spectators  of  this 
solemn   scene ;    so  was  the   multitude ;    and  the 
disciples    themselves    had    no   just   apprehension 
cf  this  astonistiing  event.     But  what  I  wishofyou, 
iff  to  represent  a  believer  in  Christ  as  sitting  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross,  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  contem- 
plating its  wonders,  and  in  a  devout  soUloqiiy  ex- 
pressing the  sentiments  and  reflections  of  his  mind, 
^while  beholding  that  amazing  spectacle ;  and  while 
you  write  to  improve  yourself  in  composition,  be 
sure  you  apply  the  truths  thieit  strike  your  imagination 
to  your  heart — I  am,  my  dear  R — ^  &c.  &c. 

J.  BOWDEN. 


LETTER  XXIL 


TO  MR.Il 


Sept.  8,  17J)4. 
fciy  BEAR  B— ^ 

I  RECEIVED  yoBrs  with  pleasure.  May  the 
Lord  sanctify  all  your  studies,  and  enrich  you  more 
and  more  with  the  knowledge  of  himself  and  of 
Jesus  Christ,  ivhom  he  hath  sent !  There  is  notliing 
that  affords  entertainment  and  delight  to  a  mind 
enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  like  the  excel- 
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lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 
There  is  nothing  like  it,  to  prevail  against  the  rooted 
vices  of  the  mind,  and  form  the  heait  to  a  divine  and 
holy  temper.     The  lecture  that  you  speak  of,  up<Hi 
Habity  was,  I  conclude,  a  good  one,  as  a  discourst 
on  a  moral  subject,  and  merely  on  natural  princi- 
ples ;  but  take  cai:e  that  you  are  not,  by  discoorses 
of  this  nature,  led  to  overlook  the  grand  principles 
on  which  the  system  of  Christian  morality  is  built 
Habit,  my  (tear  child,  I  am  ready  to  allow,  has 
great  iQfluence*     It  has  done  much  for  us,  who  have 
ei^oyed  the  advantage  of  a  religious- education.     It 
restrains  the  various  propensuies  of  the  niind>  enfee<* 
bles  the  force  of  temptation,  and  rfoders  the  pnac* 
tice  of  virtue  in  external  conversation  more  easy, 
and  sometimes  even  pleasant.     Alt  this  it  may  do, 
and  yet,  after  all,  leave  the  soul  far,  very  fiir,  from 
the  kingdom  of  God.     It  has  often  produced  pride, 
self-complacency,  and   self-confidence;    but  never, 
in  one  instance,  did  it  produce  thf  t^meek  and  lowly, 
that  humble  and  contrite,  spirit  to  which  the  pro- 
mises of  salvation  are  so  often  annexed.     It  has 
often  fixed  a  poor  misguided  sinner  on  the  wretched 
foundation  of  the  broken  covenant  q£  irQrka;.  but 
never  did  it  constrain  any  one  to  fly  /for  leAige  to 
that  glorious  Hope  which  th&  Gospel  has  set  before 
us  in  the  covenant  of  grace.     It  has  dlten  produced 
a  fair  outside  she w  >  ofr  godliness ;  hut  never  did  it 
prove  effectual  to  direct  the  heart  into  theknre;  of 
God,  and  to  produce  those,  affections'  and:  totjnga 
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wliiiMiil  Especially  connsts  the  life  of  God  in  the 
HofA.     It  hai  confirmed  many  a  oni  iri  {)riilciples 
dirtctly  opfiosite  to  those  of  the  Gospel ;  but  never 
did  it  ItsLd  one  soul  to  see  the  glory  of  God   in  tho 
/ace  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  know  the  truth  as  it  is 
itl  Jesus.    There  is  an  essential  difference  between 
irtrture  arid  grace ; — as  real  arid  as  great  a  difference 
att  between  light  and  darkness,  life  anJ  d^ath.     Na- 
ture's obedience  is  at  best  formal  and  cold :  it  wants 
that  enlivening  principle,  the  love  of  Christ,  which 
waf  md  the  Christian's  heart,  and  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
that  well  of  living  water  which  never  fails.     It  is 
not  without  reason  that  the  Apostle  observes,  "  The 
itatural  man  reoeiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;*'  and  agaiti,  **  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is 
A  new  creature.**    It  was  not  without  reason  that 
Oxst  Lord  gave  hi^  disciples  the  promise  of  the  Spirit 
as  a  sanctifier  and  comforter,  atid  that  he  prayed 
fyt  them,  saying,  *'  Father,  satactify  them  through' 
thy  troth ;  thy  word  is  truth.'*    Nor  was  it  without 
reason  that  the  saitae  blessed  Teacher  told  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,  while  they  were  going  about  to  esta- 
blish their  own*  righteousness,  that  '^  publicans  and 
harlots  entered  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  before 
fliem.'*    We  live  in  a  day  wherein  the  religion  of 
Aature  is  much  recommended,  under  the  specious 
name  of  Christianity ;  but  their  principles  are  di- 
rectly repugnant  the  one  to  the  other.     Nature 
inefectttalfy  labours  to  obtain  acceptance  by  her 
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performances ;  while  grace  in  the  Christian's  heart 
constrains  him  to  serve  and  honour  that  blessed 
Redeemer  in  whom  he  knows  he  is  accepted.  The 
glory  of  Christianity  will  never  be  seen,  nor  can  its 
rich  advantages  be  enjoyed,  until  a  conviction  is 
communicated,  and  a  persuasion  entertained,  that 
we  are  ready  to  perish,  that  we  are  without  strength, 
and  that  none  but  Christ  can  deliver  us.  Until 
then,  the  Gospel  is  foolishness  to  every  mind  ;  but 
when  thus  spiritually  and  divinely  impressed,  it  be- 
comes at  once  "  Christ  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
wisdom  of  God."  The  more,  my  dear  R — ^  you  are 
conversant  with  the  Christian  world,  and  with  pro^ 
fessors  in  it,  the  more  you  will  see  that  where  the 
doctrine  of  man's  condemnation  and  helplessness  is 
not  faithfully  inculcated,  and  the  necessity  and  suf- 
ficiency of  a  Saviour's  sacrifice  is  not  clearly  exhi- 
bited, (doctrines  which  were  so  fully  maintained  by 
the  divines  of  the  last  century,  whose  names  will  be 
ever  precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  which  were 
the  support  and  joy  of  every  martyr  at  the  stake;  — 
wherever,  I  say,  these  primary  truths  are  not  scrip- 
turally  and  perseveringly  unfolded),  all  real  religion 
is  at  a  stand.  The  form  may  be  preserved  ;  but  as 
to  spiritual  sensibility,  it  is  all  stagnant  and  dead  ; 
and  the  professor,  who  occasionally  may  name  the 
name  pf  Christ,  is  habitually  borne  down  by  the 
errors  and  vices  that  surround  him.  May  the  Lord 
keep  you  and  me  from  every  degree  of  error,  and 
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teach  us  to  exemplify  more  fully  in  our  daily  con- 
versation the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus ! 

I  am,  my  dear  R — ,  yours,  &c.  &c, 

J.   BOWDEN, 


LETTER   XXIII. 


TO  MR.  R 


Dec.  22, 1794. 
Jiy  DEAR  R — , 

I  SUPPOSE  you  have  before  this  time  finished 
your  investigation  of  the  doctrine  of  liberty  and 
necessity ;  and  I  can  easily  suppose  that  you  have 
learnt  that  there  are  among  the  things  of  God  some 
that  we  may  look  into,  but  which  we  cannot  find 
out.  We  may  reason  upon  them,  we  may  draw 
certain  conclusions  relating  to  them  from  premises 
which  are  fully  established  by  the  word  of  God ; 
but  when  the  wisest  of  men  have  attenTpted 
particular  explanation,  they  have  done  little  but 
darken  counsel  without  understanding.  Thus  much 
we  can  with  confidence  say,  that  we  and  all  man- 
kind, as  to  all  holy  and  acceptable  obedience,  are 
of  ourselves  and  in  our  natural  state  m  ithout  strength : 
that  whatever  is  evil  in  us,  is  from  ourselves ;  what- 
ever is  truly  good,  either  in  disposition  or  practice, 
is  of  God :  that  it  is  impossible  that  we,  by  the 
exertions  of  cur  utmost  endeavours,  and  the  most 
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careful  improvement  of  our  highest  a.dyantage% 
should  establish  a  righteousness  of  ouif  owp  for  justi* 
fication  :  that  the  noblest  spring  of  obedience,  and 
that  which  only  can  sanctify  the  gifts  we  present  to 
God,  and  render  them  acceptable,  is  faith  in  a 
dying  Saviour,  which  worketh  by  love.  It  is  equally 
certain,  that  in  whatever  soil  this  heavenly  plant  is 
found,  it  will  be  productive,  more  or  less,  of  good 
fruits,  holy  and  heavenly.  In  whatever  hearts  this 
and  other  Divine  principles  are  found,  the  hand  of 
God  must  be  confessed.  It  is  He  that  saves  us  and 
calls  us  with  a  holy  calling;  and  salvation  is  entirely 
his  own  work :  yet  it  is  manifest,  that,  in  effecting 
this  change  ip  our  hearts,  he  is  pieced  to  draw  us 
with  the  cords  of  a  man,  and  to  m^e  use  of  moan^ 
and  motives  ; — of  such  arguments  of  terror  and  of 
love,  as  arc  most  likely  to  produce  the  desired  effect 
in  rational  creatures.  It  is  certain,  that  if  the  heart 
of  the  prodigal  resist  these  calls  from  Heaven ;  if 
the  hardened  rebel  refuse  the  mercy  of  his  Prince^ 
with  so  much  affectionate  importunity  offered  him ; 
if  the  man  of  the  world,  the  slave  of  vile  affec- 
tions and  lusts,  turn  away  from  Him  that  speaketh 
from  heaven,  and  say,  *'  We  have  loved  our  idols^ 
and  after  them  will  we  go ;"  he  must  bring  redpubled 
guilt  and  wrath  upon  his  head :  and  yet  it  is  as  fully 
declared  in  the  word  of  God,  that  it  is  the  sove- 
reign grace  of  God  that  chooses  from  among  the  chfl- 
dren  of  men  a  people  for  his  pr^iae ;  that  it  is  hi& 
almighty  power  that  foims  them  £or  hMoself^  cxc^^ 
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Uiem  anew  in  Christ  Jesus  untx>  good  works,  and 
directs  their  heai*ts  ioto  his  love.  These  proposi-* 
tions  are  fully  supported  by  the  Scripture;  but  if  we 
would  enter  into  explanation,  abd  attempt  to  answer 
such  inquiries  as  these ; — '^  what  was  there  in  the 
converted  sinner,  but  the  grace  of  God,  which  deter- 
mined  the  happy  issue  of  the  means  of  conversion 
in  his  experience; — or,  what  was  it  in  the  unbe* 
lieving  sinner,  but  the  want  of  that  grace  which 
occasioned  the  dreadful  triumph  of  tlie  evil  heart 
over  the  means  of  conversion  ?  *'  we  shall  find  our- 
selves involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  difficulties,  which, 
if  we  are  truly  wise,  I  think  we  shall  leave  to  tlM 
light  of  heaven  and  gk)ry  to  explain.  My  dear 
R--*,  my  wish  concerning  you  is^  that,  while  search*- 
ing  into  the  wKtrngs  of  Divine  grace,  you  •  would 
make  the  woi^d  of  tSod  the  man  of  your  ctHlnsel. 
Study  the  sacred  Scriptures  with  applicatidrt :  bring 
home  the  sacred  truths  you  find  ther^,  and  compare 
them  with  what  yoti  fitid  in  your  o^ri  heart !  thilt 
knowledge  which  arises  itokk  exp^fieiiee,  6r  is 
confirmed  by  it^  will  l>e  prodoctive  of  the  happiest 
effects.  When  doubts  and  difficulties  arise  in  your 
mind,  let  yo\ir  heart  bow  before  God,  Und  say, 
^*  What  I  know  not,  teach  tbou  me/'  CuUivate  an 
habitual  pfevefence  of  God :  be  afraid  of  every  4seinp- 
tatioa  to  remissness  or  formality  in  those  duties 
which  are  the  appointed  moans  of  promoting  the  lifb- 
of  God  imthe  soul  t  and  if  it  be  the  will  of  God  to 
spare  yonr  Ufe^  and  put  you  into  the  ministry;  you 
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will  then  come  forth  as  one  who  is  not  only  im^ 
pi*oved  by  study,  and  taught  of  men,  but  especially 
improved  by  experience,  and  taught  of  God. 
I  am,  my  dear  R — •,  yours,  &c*  &c. 

J.  BOWDE.V, 
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TO  MR.  R B . 

Feb.  19, 1795. 
MY  DfcAR  R — , 

It  give^'me  pleasure  to  find  you  look  forward 
to  theMork  of  the  ministry  with  so  much  solemnity 
of  spirit  It  is,  indeed,  of  all  employments  the  most 
arduous.  Your  own  everlasting  interest 'owill  be 
deeply  .  involved  in  the  fidelity  and  diligence  with 
which  yoM  discharge  its  important  functions ;  while 
the  eternal  state  of  many  will  depend  on  the  regard 
they  pay  to  the  Gospel  you  deliver.  Under  the  im- 
pression of  such  reflections  as  these,  we  need  not 
wonder  that  you  receive  the  sacred  commission  with 
a  trembling  hand,  and  with  the  great  Apostle  ex- 
claim, "  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?"  Shall 
I  mention  a  few  thoughts,  calculated  to  direct  your 
inquiries,  and  satisfy  your  mind,  as  to  the  reality 
of  your  call  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  appertain- 
ing to  the  ministerial  office?  First,  then,  Whom 
God  commissions>  he  instructs. — It  is  requisite  that 
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an  ambassador,  who  is  charged  by  his  sovereign 
with  an  important  commission  to  any  court  or  peo* 
pie,  should  not  only  be  a  man  of  ability,  and  well 
versed  in  general  politics,  but  that  he  stiould  be 
fully  acquainted  with  the  particular  business  lie  lia$ 
totransact:  otherwise  he  may  do  essential  injury  to  the 
cause  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Now,  what  that  Go- 
spel is  which  the  ministers  of  Christ  are  commis- 
sioned to  preach,  that  treaty  which  tliey  are  sent  to 
negociate,  I  could  not  wish  to  have  more  clearly 
and  fiilly  stated  tlian  it  is  in  the  writings  of  the  New 
Testament,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  Old, 
especially  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostle  PauL 
When  that  eminent  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  gives 
a  summary  of  it,  it  is.  in  this  plain  and  unequi- 
vocal language :  *^  That  God  was  in  Christ  recon- 
ciling the  world  to  himself,  not  imputing  their  tres- 
passes unto  them,  and  has  committed  to  us  the  word 
of  reconciliation  ;  for  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him/*  In  his  Epistle 
to  the  Romans  he  fully,  and  in  the  most  explicit 
language,  treats  of  the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin 
to  all  his  posterity,  together  with  all  the  awful  effects 
thereby  produced:  the  whole  is  beautifully  sum- 
med up  in  that  charming  passage  (more  precious 
to  a  tmly  convinced  and  believing  sinner  than 
thousands  of  gold  and  silver),  "  For  if  by  one 
man's  offence  death  reigned  by  one,  much  more 
they  who  receive  abundance  of  grace^  and  of  the 
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gift  of  righteousnesSy  sbaU  reignr  in  life  by  one  Jesm 
Christ*'    Tliis  is  glorious  Grospel  indeed  1   .  Tbi» 
has  been  the  blessed  support  and  the  joy  of  a  ran^ 
somed  army  of  martyrs,  in  the  gloomy  prison,  and 
amidst  the  devouring  flames*     This  has  been  the 
power   of  God  unto  the  salvation  of  a  multitudt 
which  no  man  can  number,  and  will  continue  to 
manifest  its  uncontroulable  efficacy  to  the  end  of  the 
world.    This  is  the  bread  of  life^  and  tlie  w&ter  ot 
life,  by  which  the  Israel  of  God  are  to  tbb  day 
maintained  in  the  wilderness ;  and  this  is  and  will 
be  for  ever  the  burden  of  their  song  in  beaven.  This 
is  tlie  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery.   The  highest 
archangel  becomes  a  student  here,   and,  with  the 
Apostle  Paul,  is  transported  with  the  high  Discove- 
ries it  reveals.     Oh !  that  our  modem  Dissenters 
appeared  to  feel  like  him  their  import  and  their 
excellency,  and  were  heard  to  exclaim,  with  apo^ 
stolic  fervour,  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  ^ory^ 
save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom 
the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,   and  I   unto  the 
world  !"    But  how  manifest,  how  extreme  the  diffe^ 
rence !     Alas  !  it  looks  as  if  they  were  relinquishing 
all  that  is  peculiar,  all  that  is  delightful  and  glo« 
rious  in  Christianity,  and  going  back  to  Paganism ; 
while  the  heathen,  continuing  to  embrace  tlie  Go- 
spel which  they  despise,  are  about  to  furnbh  tiie 
world  with  zealous  preachers  of  pure  Christianity. 
Many  from  amongst  us  have  gone  into  the  ministry 
vith  considerable  literary  attainments,  well  quail- 
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fied  to  read  lectures  on  the  different  sciences ;  bu^ 
alas !  entirely  strangers  to  the  "  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
sus:*' and  therefore,  instead  of  proclaiming  with 
holy  ardour  of  affection  the  love  of  God  in  Christ 
JesuSi  to  a  world  lying  in  wickedness ;  instead  of 
exhibiting  the  Redeemer  in  the  glory  of  his  person, 
the  fulness  of  his  grace,  and  the  wonders  of  hb 
cross;  and  directing  the  sinner,  trembling  and  ready 
to  perish,  to  look  up  to  their  glorious  hope  and  live; 
— they  have,  and  that  generally  with  cold  indiffe* 
rence,  preached  what  the  Apostle  checks  himself 
for  callmg  another  Gospel :  for  indeed  it  contaioa 
nothing  sufficient  to  mspire  with  hope  and  joy  the 
hearts  of  such  as  find  themselves  involved  intho 
miseries  of  the  fall,  and  ready  to  perish.  The  con- 
sequences, therefore,  have  been  awful.  Christ  s  sheep 
would  not  hear  these  strangers  and  hirelings.  They 
sought  until  they  found  where  their  Shepherd  feeds 
his  flocks;  while,  with  heart^felt  grief,  they  lament 
the  change  that  has  appeared  in  these  many,  very 
many,  places  of  renown  throughout  the  land,  where 
once  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Lord  was  seen,  but 
from  whence  now  that  glory  is  departed.  ^^  The 
boar  out  of  the  wood  has  wasted  the  Lord^s  vine- 
yard.'* The  allusion  may  appear  harsh,  but  it  is  aa 
undoubted  fact,  that  the  most  avowed  and  furious 
enemies  of  the  church  of  God  have  done  it  no  in<r 
Jury,  in  comparison  of  the  desolation  which  those 
pretended  friends  have  occasioned.  May  the  "God 
Qf  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  glory,  give 


430  BOWDEN^S  R£1IAINS« 

mending  him  to  others  as  the  precious  Foundation  eik- 
which  they  may  safely  rest  their  eternal  hopes  :  if  it. 
•hould  appear  by  the  condescension  with  which  jovtr 
apply  yourself  to  feed  the  feeblest  and  the  m 
of  Christ's  lambsi  that  you  love  the  Chief  Shepherd 
aiid  are  like  him  :  oh !  it  would  be  to  me  an  occa 
•ion  of  ten  thousand  times  greater  joy,  than  to 
yon  exalted  on  the  highest  (Hnnacle  of  literary  emi 
nenoe  and  honour ;  and  I  am  sure  it  would  be 
to  be  ten  thousand  times  more  to  your  own  satisfac 
tioD  and  advantage.  *^  Him  that  honoureth  me, 
will  honour/' 

With  love  and  best  wishes,  I  remain. 

My  dear  R , 

Yoors  truly, 

J.  MWDS 


LETTER  XXV. 

TO  MR.  R B . 

Apnl  «,  17OT. 
HT  DEAR  R— •, 

I  HAVE  ever  felt  a  very  earnest' desire,  an 
make  it  the  matter  of  my  continued   prayer,  thi 
you  may  come  forth  into  the  ministry  like  a 
Bezaleel,  well  qualified  for  the  services  of  the  i 
tuary.     This  desire  has  dictated  some  plain  anc 
twus  hints  which  I  formerly  addressed  to  vou. 
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^eftutiful    harmony   and    radiance   of  tlie    Divine 
^tributes  in  the  person  and  work  of  the  Saviout*. 
They  have  felt  the  pacifying  and  purifying  efficacy 
}f  his  most  precious  blood ;  and  they  have  heard 
lim  say  to  their  souls,  ^^  Fear  not,  I  have  redeemed 
bee."    Thus  they  are  prepared  to  go  forth  amongst 
heir  fellow-creatures,  their  fellow-sinners,  proclaim- 
ng  the  grace,  the  glory,    the  preciousness  of  the 
iaviour,  and  enforcing  all  their  counsels  by  affec« 
ionately  declaring,  ^'  The  Gospel  which  we  preach, 
md  which  reveals  a  Saviour,  is,  indeed^  the  word 
>f  life ;  for  we  have  not  only  heard  it,  but  we  have 
^een  it  with  our  eyes:  we  have  closely,  and  with 
inalterable  joy,  looked  upon  it,  and  our  hands  have 
landled  it*'     Oh !  how  different  the  preaching  of 
such  ministers  from  that  of  our  modem  and  fashion^ 
ib\e  Dbsenters  !  And  let  an  impartial  observer  say, 
on    which  class  does  the    Lord    appear  to  com- 
mand the  blessing. — Onoe  more.    When  God  com- 
missions any  one  to  preach  the  Gospel,  he  puts  his 
Spirit  upon  them.     Barnabas  was  a  good  man,  and 
full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  of  faith.     Our  Lord 
directed  his  Apostles   to  tarry  at  Jerusalem  until 
they  should  be  endued  with  his  Spirit.        O  my 
dear  R     ■  ,    if  I    should  live  to  see  you,    thus 
honoured  of  yom*  Divine  Master,  appearing  in  the 
ministry,  not  as  one  improved  by  academic  studies 
only,  and  sent  of  men,  but  as  one  commissioned  by 
Christ,  and  filled  with  his  Spirit;  faithfully  and  affcc^ 
donately  preaching  Jesus  Christ,  earnestly  riecom- 
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It  ith  far  more  pcnetratioQ  and  heavenly  skill,  Ihaa 
moderns  do,  of  the  great  things  of  God  : — I  mean^ 
such    as    Owen,    Howe,    Goodwin,    Flavel,    and 
Charnock^      Others  you    may    occasionally    read, 
if  need  be,  to  form  your  style ;  but  these»  to  im^ 
prove  your  piety,  and  increase  your  knowledge  of 
the  iliystery  of  Christ     Others  you  may  read,  to 
add  to   your    accomplishments  as  a  scholar;   but 
these,  to   add   to   your  growth  and*  usefulness  as 
a  Christian  and  a  minister.     Others,  to  polish  your 
arrows ;'  these,  to  sharpen  them*     With   the  same 
view,  I  would  recommend  you  to  seek  much  of  the 
company  of  those  Christians  who  appear  to  have 
most  of  the  mind  of  Christ    Do  not  overlook  them, 
though  they  may  be  poor ;  do  not  despise  them, 
though  they  may  be  illiterate. .   If  you  are  familiar 
with  them,  youVill  sometimes,  perhaps,  see  reason 
to  acknowledge  you  have  gained  from  them,  what  is 
of  inestimable  value,  even  an  increased  acquaintance 
with  *'  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus    our  Lord/'       Above  all,  be  much  at    the 
spring-head  :  seek  much  communion  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ :  often  read  his  sacred  word  with  ftp* 
plication  to  your  own  heart,  and  learn  to  meditate 
upon  it  with  frequency  and  delight     Be  much  in 
secret  prayer,  land  engage  your  heart  in  approaching 
unto  God  :    look  well  to  the  actings  of  your  soul 
when  retired  from  your  fellow-creatures ;  especially 
seek,  seek  earnestly  a  meek  and  lowly  spirit  before 
God:  study  the  deep  depravity  of  your  own  heart. 
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deep  abasement  at  his  feet.     "  Before 

iity."     "  He  filleth  the  hungry  with 

'  rich  he  sendeth  empty  away/* 

^  .arch,  ((iligently  search,  the  nootives 

%  Oil,  and  the  end  you  prevailingly  aim 

cnat  you  are  actuated,  not  by  self-love,  but 
.c  love  of  Christ;  that  you  seek  to  recommend, 
.ot  yourself,  but  your  Master ;  that  you  labour  to 
gain,  not  the  applause  of  men,  but  the  approbation 
of  Christ;  that  you  aim  to  promote  principally,  not 
your  own  temporal  interest,  but  the  Divine  glor}^ 
This,  my  dear,  is  indeed  a  noble  end  to  pursue  :   if 
with  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity  you  are  enabled 
to  seek  it;  if  your  heart  be  fixedly  directed  to  the 
^lory  of  God,  and  the  manifestation  of  it  in  the  sni- 
▼ation  of  man ;  you  will  so  far  resemble  the  blessed 
ang^b :  nay,  you  will  have  the  mind  of  Christ,  w  ho, 
at  the  close  of  bis  ministry  and  of  his  life,  could 
say,  ^  Father,  1  have  glorified  thee  on  earth."    Such 
WL  heart  as  this  was  never  found  in  a  graceless   mi- 
nister; and  even  the  best,  on  a  careful  observation 
<yf  their  own  spirit,  may  see  very  much  to  grieve 
mnd  humble  them  in  this   respect       Further,    let 
me  charge  you,  my  dear  R — ,  never  to  determine 
nn  the  choice  of  a  subject    for   public    discourse, 
>vitbout  first  seriously. reflecting,  what  is  tlie  great 
«nd  you  should  be  aiming  at,  what  is  the  substance 
«f  (be  message  you  have  to  deliver,  and  what  parti- 
wIIk  views  of  this  message  would  at  this  time  be 
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most  likely  to  secure  this  great  end.  Never 
•ermoQ  to  others,  without  first  preaching  it  to  your 
'own  soulj  and  receiving  the  truth  it  contains  in  the 
love  oi  it.  I  have  already  said,  Read  those  bckiks 
■which  contain  the  liveliest  and  the  fullest  represen- 
tations of  the  religion  of  Christ,  and  of  the  heart ; 
converse  much  with  those  Christians  who  habitually 
live  near  to  Christ,  and  have  drank  deep  into  his 
spirit;  and  I  now  add,  Improve  every  opportunity 
of  hearing  those  ministers,  in  whatever  class  they  are 
found,  whom  the  Lord  Jesus  appears  to  honour  with 
his  richest  blessing ;  who  are  wise  to  win  souls,  and 
in  whose  ministry  the  great  end  of  its  institution  is 
most  happily  answered.  Let  me  especially  say,  Never 
attempt  to  study  or  to  preach  a  sermon,  without 
lifting  up  your  heart  in  earnest  prayer  to  Him  in 
whom  is  all  your  sufficiency,  whose  almif^ty  grace 
alone  can  secure  the  success  you  would  wish.  Fi« 
nally,  let  nothing  appear  in  your  temper  and  con* 
duct  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  any  against  the  doc* 
trine  or  the  religion  you  preach,  or  that  might  lead 
tiiem  to  suspect  the  sincerity  with  which  you  pro* 
fess  to  seek  their  everlasting  interests.  Jfor  other 
useful  hints,  let  me  recommend  to  yovr  perusal 
a  valuable  letter  of  Mr.  Morton's,  one  of  the 
ejected  ministers  in  Cornwall,  which  you  wiU  fine! 
in  the  third  volume  of  Calamy*s  abridgement,  pago 
198.  May  that  God,  with  whom  is  the  resi- 
due  of  the  Spirit,  make  you   fidl  of  the  Half 
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Ofaost^  and  of  faith^  and  cik>wo  your  laboiirs'  with 
anccess ! 
I  am, 

My  dear  R , 

Your  truly  affectionate  father, 

J.  BOWDSK. 


LETTER  XXVI. 


TO  Tflys  R^K  R B- 


Nov.  24, 17». 
MT  DEAR  R — ^ 

Ok  Saturday  ktt,  I  receiyed  your  letter,  men- 
tioning an  invitation  you  had  received'  from  D — -, 
in  Lancashire*  I  have  an  idea,  that  the  congrega- 
tion there  was  many  years  under  the  pastoral  eare 
CiTM^.  S  ■  I  whom  I  fornierly  was  acquainted  with, 
and  have  heard  at  T-  ■  ;  if  so,  there  are  many 
among  them  who  know  the  precious  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  and  love  the  unadulterated  word  of  God. 
Through  whatever  channel  the  invitation  has  reached 
you,.  X  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  discourage 
your  visit  to  such  a  people ;  and  noticing  the  lead- 
ings of  Providence  respecting  the  line  of  your  farther 
duty,  I  would  hope  that  the  hand  of  a  kmd  Pro- 
videnoe  ia  directing  your  views  to  them,  and  tliat 
it  may  prove  a  spl>ere  of  usefulness  to  yourself,  and 
of  lugh  importance  to  the  souls  of  others.  Though  tha 
people  in  genecal  may  be  poor  and  illiterate,  dwell* 
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iiig  in  an  obscure  part  of  (be  land,  yet  their  salva- 
tion is  of  equal  importance  witb  that  of  those  who 
are  placed  far  above  them  in  worldly  advantages.  To 
deal  with  the  souls  of  men,  and  especially  with  a 
multitude^  about  their  eternal  concerns,  is  a  matter 
ef  the  last  importance.  I  thought  very  seriously 
of  it  many  years  ago,  but  in  every  view  I  feel  it 
more  and  more.  I  see  more  and  more  reason  to  be 
assiduous  and  diligent,  to  be  affectionate  and  faith- 
ful, in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  relative  to 
this  important  function,  both  public  and  private.  I 
see  more  and  more  the  necessity  of  having  a  deep 
and  experimental  acquaintance  with  the  disease  of 
sin,^  the  awful  debility  of  man's  fallen,  nature,  and 
of  having  the  heait  habitually  impiressed  with  the 
affecting  consideration.  I  see  and  feel  the  need, 
and,  I  trust,  something  of  the  advantage,  of  having  my 
own  soul  kept  continually  looking  to  Jesus,  iapi^ying 
to  that  effectual  remedy,  and  conversing  with  the  doc- 
trine of  the  cross,  so  as  to  feed  on  the  bread  of  life, 
and  to  come,  with  repentance  and  faith,  to  Jesus  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of 
sprinkling.  I  still  see  and  feel  the  necessity  of  exer- 
cising a  jealousy  over  my  own  heart.  Time  was,  when 
I  little  suspected  that  I  could  be  justly  charged  with 
so  great  a  measure  of  self-confidence  and  self-seek* 
ing  as  I  have  since  found  reason  to  be  deeply 
humbled  on  the  account  of.  Oh  !  I  find  it  no  easy 
matter,  under  fair  professions  and  after  long  expe- 
.rience,  to  serve  the  Lord  Jesus  Cbiisty  and  seek 
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his  glory  "with  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity."  I  do 
not  wonder  at  the  many  exercises,  and  some  of 
them  very  painful  ones,  to  which  my  great  Master 
has  been  pleased  to  call  me,  in  order  that  I  might 
indeed  be  a  vessel  of  honour  prepared  for  his  service. 
I  still  find  more  and  more  need  of  humble  depend*- 
ence  and  prayer ;  more  necessity  for  abiding  in 
Christy  separate  from  whom  I  can  do  nothing  :  and 
something,  I  hope^  I  feel  in  myself,  and  something  I 
sec  in  the  fruit  of  my  labours,  of  the  beneiicial  ef^ 
fects  of  an  increasing  acquaintance  witli,  and  watch** 
fulness  over,  my  own  heart,  and  a  more  humble 
and  habitual  dependence  upon  the  Spirit  of  God. 
JFor,'  aflferHli,  salvation  is  God's  work  in  every  view^ 
it  is  wholly  his  work,  aiidhe  will  have  Ittb  appeal^, 
and'tobeacknowlWgt^tobe  his  work:  and  the  mote 
tiunible^  ttie  mdre^lf-^emptie^,  and  self-abased,  the 
instrument  is  whom  he  employs,'  tbie  more  reason  we 
have  to  expect,  thatr6o(i  wilt  ptlt^bonour  upon  it. 
May  the  Spirit *<ilf'^Gx>d,'  my  dear  R — ,  give  you 
an  iBcre^d  acquaintance  with  your  own  heart,  and 
direct  and  enable  you  to  abide  in  Christ,  as  the 
source  of  all  your  sufficiency,  that  you  may  be  found 
a  scribe  well-instructed  unto  the  kingdom  of  God  ! 
If  that  blessed  Agent  should  be  pleased  to  glo^ 
rify  Christ;  exalting  him  in  your  estimation  by  an 
impressive  display  of  his  excellencies;  and  in 
the  estimation  of  others,  by  enabling  you  to  re** 
cpmmead  him  with  effect;   he  will,  at  the  sam^ 
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.  tune,  ex«It  you  as  his  m^ssen^r  and  advocate,  m 
the  esteem  of  all  those  to  whom  Christ  is  precioiu. 
Oh,  may  you  go  to  the  Christian  assembly  at 
;D  ■  ,  as  Philip  went  down  to  Antioch,  "  to  preach 
Christ  unto  them;"  to  predaim  bk  worth,  his 
grace,  his  suitableness,  the  wonders  of  kis  love,  the 
jdignity  of  his  person,  and  the  preciousness  of  his 
wlvation;  preaching  notyours^f^  |>ut  Christ  Jesus 
pile  Lord  ;  labouring  to  shew  to  those  who  may  hear 
.you,  at  once  their  own  hopeless  state  alid  the  grace 
and  sufficiency  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  Profca- 
aors  of  Christianity  talk  of  Christ  and  love  to 
Christ ;  but  to  the  broken  in  heart  he  is  precious 
indeed!  I  commend  you,  my  dear  R — ^  to  God, 
the  best  instructor,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace, 
your  surest  guide ;  having  ajffectipoately  communi- 
^ted  to  you  these  few  hints  of  what  ezperieaot 
J)9LS  recommended  to  me. 

J  remain,  my  dpar  R-^,     » 

Very, truly  yours,     , 


!i- 


- 1    .  •  *  ■         /  .    .  , .  •  .  , 

■  »       •    *  •.        .  »  •        • 
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LETTER  XXVII. 


TO  THE  REV.  R 


Dtc.  4,  vmk 

MY  DEAR  R — , 

I  DULY  received  yours,  which  gave  me  at  once 
paiQ  and  pleasure.  I  felt  much  sympathy  with  you  in 
the  sufferings  you  must  have  endured,  and  I  hope  much 
gratitude  to  God  for  the  wonderful  experience  you  have 
had  of  his  preserving  mercy.  Truly,  he  is  the  God 
of  salvation,  and  blessed  are  all  they  who  put  tbei 
trust  in  him  !  His  name,  indeed,  is  '^  Jehovah  Ji 
rehj'  He  is  now  presenting  you  with  a  new  im-* 
pression  of  it  in  capital  letters.  Let  it  be  worn 
by  you  as  a  sacred  breast-plate  on  your  very  heart ; 
and  let  every  fresh  view  of  it  stimulate  to  duty.  Is 
His  eye  upon  me  as  that  of  a  parent  on  the  child  he 
loves,  or  as  the  eye  of  the  nursing  mother  on  th« 
infant  she  carries  in  her  arms?  Then  let  mi  tie  eye 
wait  upon  him  as  the  eyes  of  a  servant  look  to  the 
bands  of  his  master,  and  as  the  eyes  of  a.  maiden 
to  the  hands  .of  her  mistress.  Does  he  continually 
watch  my  path  ?  does  he  attend  my  lying  down  and  my 
rising  up?  *^  Awake,  asleep,  at  home,  abroad,  am 
I  surrounded  still  with  God?"  Then  let  me  atten- 
tively and  affectionately  watch  the  intimations  of  bia 
will,  and  carefully  improve  every  opportunity  of 
glorifying  him  iu  my  body  and  in  my  spirit,  which 
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are  his.     May  the  Lord,  my  dear  R — ,  shew  you  yet 
more  of  his  mercy  ;  affording  to  your  miderstanding 
a  larger  view,  and  to  your  heart  richer  and  mor^ 
delightful  experience  thereof!     It  is  the  cement  of 
Divine  friendship,  and  the  spring  of  all  spiritual 
obedience.     Something  of  God*s  mercy  he  shews  us 
DOW,  or  the  desire  of  the  soul  would  not  teiid  in  any 
degree  towards  him  :  but  when  mercy  shall  finally  re- 
move the  veil  of  darkness  from  our  minds,  and  shall 
appear  to  us  arrayed  in  her  own  unclouded  and  tran- 
scendent beauty ;  when  thus  unveiled  she  shall  beau- 
tify us  with  her  precious  salvation  in  every  part ; 
shall  enrich  us  with  all  her  treasures,  carry  us  to  sit 
down  at  an'  eternal  banquet  of  celestial  delights, 
and  at  the  king's   right  hand,   oh !  with  what  ad- 
miring eyes  and  hearts  sliall  we  then  contemplate 
mercy;  what  love  and  zeal  will  glow  within  us;  what 
transports  of  joy  and  gratitude  shall  we  feel,  and 
what  songs  shall  we  raise!     Oh!  how  inadequate 
and  how  low  our  conceptions  here  of  the  height,  the 
depth,  the  length,  the  breadth  of  mercy !  and  hence 
the  languor  so  apparent  and  so  much  to  be  lam^ited 
in  our  best  services,  and  in  our  very  hearts.     Oh, 
mercy !  mercy !  be  this,  my  dear  R — ,  the  subject 
of  your  frequent  contemplation,  the  ground  of  your 
hope,  the  spring  of  all  your  services,  the  principle  of 
your  consolation,  and  your  heaven  will  not  be  all 
future.     In  proportion  as  God  is  pleased  to  shew 
you  his  mercy,  will  your  heart  be  bound  by  her 
cordS|  and  your  days  and  powers  be  employed  ia 
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devoutly  sacrificing  at  her  shrine.  Then  the  rich 
treasures  of  mercy  will  be  your  sanctuary  amid 
every  alarm,  the  smiles  of  mercy  will  fill  you  with 
joy  unspeakable,  and  in  the  bosom  of  mercy  you 
will  at  last  sweetly  breathe  out  your  departing  spi« 
rit.  Wishing  you  the  unspeakable  advantage  of  liv- 
ing near  to  God, 

I  am,  my  dear  R — ,  very  affectionately. 

Your  father, 

J.  BOWDXX. 


LETTER  XXVIIL 

TO  THE  REK  R M . 

Dec.  1799. 
MV  D£AB  E — , 

It  affords  me  pleasure,  beyond  what  I  can  ex« 
press,  to  find  your  mind  impressed  with  the  impor-^ 
tance  of  the  trust  committed  to  you,  and  seriously 
concerned  to  discharge  it  faithfully.  I  cannot  but 
consider  it  as  a  tokai  for  good,  that  he  has  rich 
blessings  to  dispense  by  your  means.  Indeed,  it  is 
a  hig^  privilege  to  see  the  Gospel  by  a  Divine  light 
ourselves  i  to  see  die  glory  of  God,  the  lustre  and 
harmony  of  his  perfections,  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ;  to  see  bow  sin  Has  reigned  unto  death, 
throng  the  first  Adam ;  and  how  grace  reign* 
through  rigMeouftoese  unto  etemid  life  by  the  second 
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hopes  and  its  fears,  its  griefs  and  its  joys,  will  cor- 
respond with  its  blessed  original :  as  truly  as  the 
new-born  babe  rests  on  the  arm  and  bangs  on  tte 
breast  of  its  nursing  mother,  so  will  the  heaven- 
born  soul  lean  upon  Jesus,  depending  on  him  for 
all  it  needs,  and  "  desiring  the  sincere  uiilk  of  the 
word,  that  it  may  grow  thereby,"  There  is  one 
material  circumstance,  however,  and  the  only  one 
that  I  at  present  recollect,  wherein  the  allegory  will 
not  accord,  and  that  is  this  :  the  child  of  nature* 
after  a  while,  becomes  able  to  care  for  itself,  and 
independent  of  its  nurse.  This  is  never  the  case  with 
the  child  of  grace  :  he  is  every  day,  and  every  hour 
dependent :  years  make  no  difference  in  this  respect; 
he  can  never  go  alone,  yea,  he  can  never  stand 
lalone ;  he  cannot  pray,  he  cannot  breathe,  he  cannot 
live,  but  as  he  has  communion  with  the  Prince  of 
Life :  if  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  withhold  his  influence, 
alas,  how  he  languishes !  how  doth  sin,  which  is  the 
very  essence  of  death,  work  within  him ! 

But  what  a  ground  of  rejoicing  to  the  humble  be- 
liever is  the  everlasting  covenant  of  grace,  **  ordered 
in  all  things,  and  sure !"  How  delightful  to  those 
who  are  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus,  to  think,  that  '^  it  hath  pleased  the  Father 
that  in  him  should  all  fulness  dwell ; "  that  however 
their  frames  may  vary,  and  faith,  the  bond  of  union 
on  their  part,  be  enfeebled,  yet  their  "  life  is  hid 

with  Christ  in  God  !"     What  a  comfort  to  find,  that 

f  •  * 

a»  the  branch  id  nourished  by  the  vine,  and  the 
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nembers  of  the  body  by  the  head,  so  our  souls  are 
(mtinually  nourished,  and  fed,  and  comforted,  and 
[uickened,  and  strengthened,  by  indissoluble  union 
nd  communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus !  What  encou- 
agement  it  affords,  in  the  prospect  of  arduous  duty, 
D  hear  him  say,  ^^  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee  */' 
low  it  relieves  the  mind,  under  the  apprehension 
f  unusual  and  grievous  trials,  to  be  assured  that 
»y  tender  sympathy  he  participates  in  all  our  sor- 
ows,  and  that  he  will  proportion  the  supply  of  his 
pint  to  all  our  need !  How  it  tends  to  compose  and 
atisfy  our  minds,  amidst  tlie  darkness  that  veils 
uturity  from  our  view,  to  remember  Jesus  as  our 
ife,  and  hear  him  say,  ^'  Because  I  live,  ye  shall 
ive  also  !*'  The  blessed  Apostle  Paul  had  a  sweet 
snsc  of  the  reality  of  this  union,  when,  amidst  all  his 
ibours  and  sufierings,  he  said,  **  T  am  crucified 
7ith  Christi^  nevertheless  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
[lat  liveth  in  me."  Blessed  Jesus !  How  doth  this 
nion  proclaim  the  immensity  of  his  nature,  the  ful- 
tess  of  his  grace,  and  the  unmeasurable  tenderness 
f  his  heart !  How  happy  that  man  who  is  thus 
inited  to  Christ,  and  has  an  abiding  sense  of  this 
nion  upon  his  heart !  What  a  life  of  high  privilege 
lid  distinguished  honour  does  he  live,  whose  expe- 
ience  has  taught  him  to  say,  ^'  The  life  I  now  live 
[1  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
rho  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me  !"  Oh !  here 
I  a  blessed  preparation  for  the  closet  and  the  pulpit; 
)r  all  the  duties^  the  cares,  the  labours,  the  temp- 
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tations,  and  troubles  of  life^ind  alM  fete  its  ckiK 
The  believer  sleeps  ia  Jesus,  hot  be  never  dies ;  he 
leaves  the  world,  but  it  .is  only  ieavrngthe-htUDblin^ 
painful  discipline  of  bk  minority,  togotb  bis  Fathoms 
home,  to  enter  upon  the  (iatsession  of  his  own 
proper  inheritance,  and  be  fweVfer-ivith  tiie  Lord. 
With  the  most  affeotionate  Wish  ifbr  your  osmfort 
and  usefulness, 

I  liemadn/dear  |l*i^, 

.  Your  Fadhei-, 


'•  ^  y 
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ID  THE  REF.  R- 


'^— • 


'  4fiy,  leoo. 

IfT  DEAR  R— , 

I  A  M  glad  ta  find  you  have  any  encouraging 
appearances  among  the  people  of  your  charge  Yoo 
have  a  large  field,  ajiid  fpT  the  most  part  it  his 
the  appearance  of  an  uncultivated  and  ne^cded 
soil.  May  it  be  your  solicitude,  and  your  happinen^ 
to  present  yourself  before  Giod  approved  naw^  in  the 
day  of  your  labour,  and  ia  thei  evening  when  yon 
give  up  your  account !  Experience  has  long  taught 
me,  that  in  keeping  his  conmuindments  there  is 
great  reward ;  that  duty  and  privilege,  service  and 
recompence,  are  close  companion.     While  we  serv«L 
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Ike  Lord  with  ear  spirits^  '^  in  all  labour  there  is 
profit;'*  but  how  hard  is  it  to  rise  above  self^  and  to 
itt  with  true  singleness  of  heart  for  the  glory  of  the 
Lord ;  to  covet,  not  the  esteem  and  praise  of  men, 
hot  the  approving  smiles  of  Christ!  Alas!  how 
prone  are  we  to  be  governed  by  carnal  and  worldly 
views,  and  to  take  more  pains  to  display  our  own 
gifts,  than  to  unfold  the  grace  and  glory  of  our  Mas- 
ter !  Andhave  we  not,  sometimes,  even  when  we  would 
be  understood  as  zealously  preaching  Christ,  felt  a 
great  deal  more  ^c^xiety,  as  to  what  the  people  will 
think  of  uSf  than  as  to  what  they  will  think  of  Christ  ? 
My  dear  R — ,  experience,  which  has  often  made  me 
ashamed,  yea  even  confounded  at  myself,  constrains 
me  to  admonish  you  to  be  afraid  of  your  own  heart 

I  wish  you  to  apply  to  the  reading  of  such  books 
as  are  calculated  to  furnish  your  understanding 
with  the  most  Enlarged  and  distinguishing  views 
of  Gospel  truth,  and  to  cherish  the  sacred  fervour 
of  your  spirit  in  serving  the  Lord.  You  have 
Dr.  Owen*s  works,  and  therein  you  will  find  the  deep 
things  of  God,  as  they  relate  to  the  religion  of  the 
heart,  admirably  illustrated.  You  have  Hervey's 
Dialogues ;  and  I  know  of  no  publication  that  af- 
fords a  dearer  representation  of  Gospel  truth,  in  a 
more  rational,  amiable,  or  beneficial  point  of  view. 
Vtry  many  have  had  reason,  from  experience,  to  give 
this  book  a  very  high  recommendation.  You  have 
liiirs  sermons,  and  I  think  Henry's :  they  are  good 
ttOiMa.     But  while  I  thus  stron^y  recommend  your 
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.caneful  aod  diligent  reading  these  aod^  other  bboki^ 
the  productions  of  men  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
of  faith,  I  would,  ^dth  far  greater  earnestness  still, 
advise  a  constant,  careful,  assiduous  attention  to  the 
Scriptures.  If  a  minister  would  be  truly  eloquent* 
and  eminently  useful,  he  must  be  mighty  in  the 
ScriplureSy  he  must  take  much  pains  in  reading 
them,  so  that  the  Word  of  God  may  dwell  in  him 
richly.  There  is  no  treasure  so  enriching;  there  is  no 
spring  of  consolation  so  effectual.  A  superficial 
reading  leaves  the  mind  destitute  of  a  rich  variety 
of  sublime  and  precious  truths,  on  which,  by  careful 
and  diligent  reading,  we  might  feast  with  great:^^^ 
delight.  For  my  own  part,  I  read  the  Scriptures  ^sr^^s 
more  than  ever,  and  my  esteem  for  them,  and  deljght=9  Mnt 
in  them,  increases  more  and  more.  I  find  far  more^^'e 
in  them  to  gratify  and  solace  the  mind  tlian  ever  I  IK  I 
did;  and  I  grieve  that  I  have  not,  in  my  youth, 
taken  more  pains  to  acquire  excellent  knowledg 
and  spiritual  entertainment  in  this  way.  The  practices  — e 
of  expounding  the  Scriptures  you  will  find  helpfuB^^M-Jul 
in  these  respects  ;  and  your  people  would  be  likeljy^  -By 
to  derive  from  that  mode  of  instruction,  occasionallyi^  ^y 
adopted,  more  improvement,  perhaps,  than  from  ser— ""■^^• 
mons.  There  needs,  indeed,  the  useof  every  proba—-^3*" 
ble  expedient  to  win  souls  to  Christ,  and,  in  ordes:^^^ 
to  that,  to  remove  the  natural  blindness  of  tb^^^==^ 
mind^  and  communicate  the  saving  truths  of  tb^^=^ 
Gospel  to  the  understanding  and  the  heart  W^^  ^ 
know,  and  are  assured,  tliat  the  power  b^ongettr^K 
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Qto  Gfod :  but  the  means  are  in  our  power;  and  a 
trvent  solicitude  to  secure  the  salvation  of  men, 
HTOugh  the  effectual  blessing  of  God,  will  appear  in 
le  choice^  and  sometimes  in  the  change^  of  the 
leans.  May  the  smile  of  God,  all-suiHcient,  be 
i^er  upon  you! 

I  am,  my  dear  R — , 

Your  very  affectionate  Father, 

J.  BOWDESr. 


'LETTER  XXX. 


TO  THE  REV.  R- 


Nov.  1805. 
Y  DEAR  a , 

.  My  heart  is  made  glad  by  the  representation  of  the 
lessing  that  attends  your  labours,  and  can  well  enter 
ito  the  joy  you  must  feel,  when  a  company  of  young 
iquirers  after  Christ  and  salvation  are  associated  to 
3ceive  instruction  and  encouragement  from  your 
ps«  This  dissipates  the  mournful  cloud  which  so 
ften  hovers  over  the  ways  of  Zion,  and  changes 
16  sorrowful  accents  of  complaint  into  songs  of  joy 
nd  of  praise.  May  the  dews  of  heavenly  blessing 
ontinue  to  descend  !  May  the  arm  of  the  Lord  be 
till  more  gloriously  revealed,  and  the  voice  of  rc- 
ncing  and  salvation  be  long  heard .  amongst  you  ! 
lay  the  Lord  command  the  sun  long  to  rtand  still, 

2  G 
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under  its  welcome  lig^t  and  influence  <!  May  the  vic- 
tories of  Gospel-truth  be  multiplied,  and  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  abundantly  prosper  in  your  hands !.  The 
Lord  keep  us  in  the  arms  of  his  almighty  grace,  and 
feed  our  strength  from  day  to  day,  by  fellowship 
Dvith  himself,  lest  tlie  sons  of  Zeruiah  should  be  loo 
hard  for  us  !  O  the  advantage  of  daily  fellowship 
with  Jesus,  to  find  a  burning  glass  in  devout  medi- 
tation on  bb  glory,  from  time  to  time  to  kindle  our 
lamp  afresh  by  the  collected  rays  of  that  heavenly 
suu !  But  a  continued  succession  of  light  and  cheerful 
days,  we  are  not  warranted  to  expect  in  this  present 
fluctuating  and  cloudy  state*  Our  Lord  will  be* 
training  us  up  to  live  more  by  faith,  and  less  by 
sense  and  sight  It  is  not  always  we  can  say,  ''While 
I  was  musing,  the  fire  burned."  We  sometimes  read 
his  word,  when  we  do  not  perceive  the  small  still 
voice  of  a  loving  Saviour  there.  We  come  to  the 
i^ltar  of  God,  when  no  fire  from  Heaven  descends  to 
enilame  the  sacrifice.  We  come  to  his  house,  and 
return,  without  tliat  vision  of  his  glory,  that  en» 
livening  fellowship,  which  at  some  seasons  have 
filled  us  with  all  joy  and  peace  m  believing. 
While  our  sky  is  bright  and  clear,  we  should  call  to 
inind  what  a  changing  climate  we  live  in,  nor  wcm^ 
der  or  be  dismayed  when  clouds  arise.  The  best 
evidence  of  great  grace,  and  the  best  security  of 
Divine  consolation,  is  deep  humility:  the  highest 
archangel  is  the  humblest  too,  and  lies  in  the 
deepest  prostration  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,     The 
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Lord  grant,  that  in  this  most  promioent  feature  of 
true  excellency,  we  may  shine  brighter  and  brighter ! 
Oh  to  be  ^villing  to  be  abased,  and  even  neglected, 
that  Christ  may  be  the  more  exalted  and  admired  ; 
—to  be  willing  to  serve  our  Lord  faithfully  and 
perseveringly,  even  though  be  should  not  continue  to 
distinguish  us  amongst  his  servants;  and  willuig 
also,  for  his  name  and  glory  sake,  to  wear  a  vail  be-* 
fore  our  fellow-creatures,  when  he  is  pleased  to  put 
honour  upon  us !  Praying  that  the  abundant  dews  of 
heavenly  blessings  may  be  showered  on  you  abun- 
dantly, 

I  am,  my  dear  R — ^ 

J.  BOWDEX- 


LETTER  3 


TO  REV.  T AND  MRS.  W- 


OK  THE  DEATH  OF  A>CHILD. 
Mr  D^AR  80K  AND  DAUGHTER, 

Akidst  the  clouds  and  darkness  that  obscure 
the  events  of  the  present  state,  what  a  mercy  it  is 
that  £uth  can  trace  seasons  of  rejoicing  which  are 
feu*  beyond  the  sphere  of  sense !  Sense  cannot  other- 
wise than  very  painfully  feel,  when  the  dear  partakers 
of  our  own  flesh  and  blood  are  committed  breathless  to 
the  tomb.    But  how  sweet  the  relief  which  faith  sug- 
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gests,  while  she  sings,  "  The  sufferer  is  released ;" 
the  heavy  laden  captive  is  "  sent  forth  from  the  pit 
wherein  is  no  water;"  and  points  to  the  happy 
spirit,  no  longer  oppressed,  but  exulting  in  the  glo- 
rious liberty  of  a  child  of  God  !  Well,  it  is  enough 
for  you  to  know,  that  you  shall  go  to  him,  though 
he  shall  not  return  to  you.  Such  a  hope  may  well 
reconcile  you  to  a  temporary  separation,  though 
tliat  separation  may  sometimes  provoke  you  to  cry, 

Hasle,  my  Redeemer^  fetch  my  soul 
Up  to  thy  courts  above ! 

The  sufferings  of  this  dear  child  are  now  as  a 
dream  when  one  awakcth.  Scarcely  can  he  realize 
a  parent  but  in  his  God,  a  home  but  in  heaven ; 
while  Divine  munificence  mingles  grace  and  glory, 
to  render  that  home  delightful,  to  the  exclusion  of 
every  idea  of  deprivation.  Think  of  him  as  gone  to 
a  better^ country.  Oh  how  much  better  than  this, 
of  which  our  foolish  hearts  are  so  strangely  fond ! 
What  less  than  wretchedness  itself,  would  our 
condition  here  be,  were  it  not  for  some  transient 
correspondence  with  Heaven ;  some  beams  of  glo- 
rious light,  which  now  and  then  pierce  the  thick 
darkness  that  intervenes;  some  hope  of  one  day 
receiving  permission  to  put  off  this  earthly  house 
of  our  tabernacle,  and  rise  and  dwell  above : 

Shew  me  in  Christ,  that  thou  art  mine. 

For  there's  my  only  rest ; 
Then  calmly  I  my  breath  resign,  ■■'"■: 

And  smile  to  be  undresti 
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It  is  well,  when  the  burthen  of  sorrow  and  of  sin, 
which  here  so  heavily  oppresseth  us,  is  made  to 
excite  in  us  a  strong  desire  to  lay  entirely  aside 
every  weight,  and  to  lay  hold  even  now  of  eternal 
life.  Yet  it  may  be  our  Lord*s  will  that  we  should 
still  serve  htm  here,  and  be  kept  under  tutors  and 
governors  a  little  longer :  and  his  time  is  the  best 
time  :  his  will  be  done  in  us  and  by  us.  The  Lord 
comfort  and  bless  you  ! 

I  am,  my  dear  children, 

Your  affectionate  father, 

J.    BOWDEN. 


.  t. 


LETTER  XXXIL 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  N- 


UPON  TH£IR  MARRIAGE. 


I  HAVE  accompanied  your  entrance  on  the 
world  with  many  a  careful  solicitude,  many  a  fervent 
supplication,  and  many  a  grateful  reflection.  When 
I  think  what  a  field  of  conflict  and  distressful  suffering 
the  world  has  proved  to  many,  and  what  a  dark 
and  dismal  night  may  again  overspread  our  favoured 
coiintry,  I  find  it  no  easy  matter  to  repress  the 
crowd  of  anxious  cares  that  creature-love  induces. 
I  think  of  myself  as  hidden  in  the  grave,  or  as  ex- 
ulting in  heaven.  I  consider  my  dear  children,  at 
least  some  of  them,  ap  tossed  with  waves  on  the 
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stormy  sea,  or  combating  the  horrors  of  a  dreary 
wast^  while 

A  thousand  savage  beasts  of  prey 
Aroand  the  forest  roam. 

But  let  us  never  indulge  in  apprehensions  of  tim 
nature,  without  bearing  in  mind,  at  the  same  tioKi  the 
sweet  promises  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  me- 
morable experiences  of  bis  suffering  people.  I  had 
rather  you  should  fear  the  corruptions  of  your  owd 
hearts,  and  be  afraid  of  the  snares  of  sensual  gratifica- 
tion and  worldly  prosperity.  I  believe  there  is  a 
way  where  danger  never  comes ;  where  there  is  perfect 
security  from  all  real  evil,  and  the  sweetest  enjoy-  — ^- 
ment  of  creature-good  ;  and  that  is,  "  the  way  of  ""^^^f 
holiness."  In  this  way  you  will  escape,  my  dear  "t^' 
children,  a  thousand  snares  and  defilements.  You  ^-^ 
will  possess  sweet  repose  amidst  many  occasions  of  '^^f 
fear  and  disquietude.  You  will  find  a  blessed  bar* 
bour  amidst  stormy  trials.  '^  Great  peace  have  they 
that  love  thy  law,  and  notliing  shall  ofiend  them.*' 
This  is  the  way  wherein  the  redeemed  find  great 
peace  and  perfect  safety.  *^  No  lion  shall  be  there, 
nor  any  ravenous  beast  go  up  thereon.'*  This  is  a 
way  cast  up  aiHl  prepared  at  a  vast  expense  of 
labour  and  of  blood.  One  has  gone  up  before  you, 
Who  has  cleared  the  way  of  impediments^  paved  ifr 
witfi  love,  opened  numberless  springs  of  conaolah 
tion,  and  caused  many  a  renowned  pillap  of  lae-^ 
membrance  to  be  erected  there.  The  beamr  ol 
abundant  grace,    communicated  from  his  unmet^ 
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curable  fulness,  have  often  relieved  the  pilgrim's  toil, 
and  filled  him  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
Take  heed  to  keep  in  this  way ; — to  ''  do  all  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  Let  his  word  and  his 
example  be  your  rule,  his  love  your  principle^  and 
his  ^ory  your  end.  Search  the  Scriptures ;  observe 
his  providence ;  watch  the  motions  of  his  Spirit; 
that  you  may  clearly  know  his  will.  Set  the  Lord 
always  before  you^  in  all  the  wonders  of  hb  dying 
love,  that  thb  living  spring  may  be  ever  flowing, 
and  the  love  of  Christ  sweetly  and  abundantly  con- 
strain you.  Let  your  eye  be  fixed  upon  Him  in  his 
word,  in  his  ordinances,  in  his  providences,  and  in 
his  people.  Whatever  medium  you  have  heretofore 
found  the  vehicle  of  light,  life,  or  love,  let  your 
soul  wait  upon  him,  and  wait  for  him  therein. 
Take  care  your  expectation  be  not  from  the 
creature,  from  ministers  and  means,  but  from 
Christ  Wonder  not  if  your  expectations  some- 
times fail:  perhaps  it  is  in  great  mercy  that 
you  are  disappointed ;  it  is  to  rebuke  your  creature- 
confitfence ;  it  is  to  teach  you  to  look  to  the  Lord 
alone.  A  diange  of  situation  may  be  attended  with 
a  considerable  variation  in  privileges,  duties,  and 
temptations.  As  to  your  privileges,  be  afraid  of  a 
carnal  mind :  regard  not  so  much  the  vessel,  as  the 
treasure  it  contains ;  not  so  much  the  messenger,  as 
his  message  and  his  Master :  ^*  Behold,  thy  King 
liODiedi  unto  thee."    If  he  make  choice  of  a  mean 
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and.  lowly  vehicle^  it  is  in  condescension  to 
frailty^  that  our  admiring  and  believing  eyes  ma^ 
be  fixed  on  the  Lord  alone.  Let  your  desire  be 
see  Jesus :  let  your  soul  go  forth  to  meet  him,  an( 
you  will  not  often  find  disappointment  He  wilLK^fll 
pi'ove  to  you^  not  like  a  brook  in  summer  to  th< 
weary  traveller,  but  lil^  the  rock  in  the  wilderness, 
that  flowed  in  refreshing  and  abundant  streama^ 
in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land.  A  change  of  situa— - 
lion  will  be  attended  with  new  calls  of  duty,  an±=^  M^i 
with  new  and  important  trusts.  Endeavour  to  kno^iv^;^^  ^^ 
the  duty  of  your  situation,  and  be  solicitous  toap'^:^U>' 
prove  yourselves  to  Him,  who  has  been  pleased  to*:^  to 
lodge  a  talent  in  your  hands.  You  are  bora  foix  ^3it 
society  :  be  ambitious,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  dd^  fi<^ 
good  and  to  communicate:  remember  the  words  o:^^^^ 
the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  ^*  It  is  more  blessec:^'^^ 
to  give  than  to  receive."  Endeavour  to  unite  ia-^^^^^' 
dustry  and  frugality  with  generous  goodness  anc:^  ^^^ 
brotherly  love.  Mind  your  own  things,  but  espe  ^^^* 
dally  mind  the  things  that  are  Christ's.  In  orde:  ^^  ^ 
to  this,  be  conversant  with  his  people,,  be  familia::-^^  ^ 
with  them,  be  kindly  affectionate  towards  them  ^^i 
under  their  peculiar  trialsafford  them  the  aid,  atleast^^^  ^^ 
of  sympathy.  Renaember  that  yourselves  also  are  ir:- 
ibe  body.  Endeavour  after  uninterrupted  Chrbtiai* 
fellowship,  though  it  be  but  with  few ;  and  the  bette: 
to  secure  it,  indulge  no  highly  raised  expectations  froi 
tlie  creature  f  reckon  upon- infirmities ;  have  no 
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logy  ready  for  reel  errors ;  but  rise  above  noticing  - 
ftny  little  occurrences  that  little  minds  would  consider 
as  slights,  and  occasions  of  distance  and  interruptions 
of  friendship.  I  know,  that  "  a  qnan  can  receive 
nothing  except  it  be  given  him  from  above : " 
therefore  my  prayer  for  you  is,  that  God  would 
*^  bless  you  and  make  you  blessings ! "  that  he 
would  so  fill  you  with  his  Spirit  that  your  light 
may  shine  ,  before  men,  and  your  temper  and. 
conversation  reflect  the  lovely  and  enlivening 
beams  of  his  grace ;  that  every  year  may  be  sig- 
nalized by  his  abounding  gpodness^  and  by  your 
gratitude! 

I  am^  my  dear  children. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

J.  SOWDXy. 


LETTER  XXXiri. 


TO  REV.  D AND  MRS.  W- 


Hr  DEAR  SON  AND  DAUGHTER, 

You  have,  it  seems,  already  learned  by  ex- 
perience, what  you  were  long  since  taught  in 
tiieory ;  that  this  world,  to  every  one  that  is  bound 
ibr  heaven,  is  a  wilderness,  in  which  wants,  and  griefs, 
and  dangers  abound.  You  had  gone  but  a  stage  or 
two  together  in  your  pilgrimage,  when  you  found 
bitterness  mingled  with  your  dearest  delights,  and; 
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jour  enjayment  of  your  most  valaed  creature-pos* 
tessions  interrupted  with  alarms.  I  have  often  coa- 
adered  your  sorrows  with  sympathy  ;  but  when  I 
tfaiok  what  the  God  of  salvation  has  dooe,  aiid  ia- 
engaged  to  do  for  you,  I  congratulate  you  and  adore* 
Thorns  and  briars,  the  dreadful  hissbg  of  serpents  and 
tiie  roaring  of  savage  beasts  of  prey,  will  not  suffer 
you  to  forget  where  you  are ;  but  you  know  who 
hath  said,  '^  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless,  I  will 
come  unto  you ; ''  ^  my  presence  shall  go  with  you, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest; "  ^*  I  will  not  leave  you  untii 
I  have  done  all  that  which  I  have  spoken  to  yon  o£*' 
Such  promises  from  the  lips  of  our  Redeemer,  and 
ratified  by  his  own  precious  blood ; — promises  con- 
firmed by  the  miraculous  supplies  granted  you 
from  the  dropping  heavens,  and  the  flowing  rock ; 
and  by  the  cloudy  pillar  shining  with  increased 
brightness  in  the  night  of  adversity,  when  dark- 
ness veils  the  glory,  the  delusive  glory,  of  the 
world :  promises  attested  by  faith's  discovery  and 
evidence  of  the  everlasting  hills,  rising  in  certain, 
however  distant,  prospect ;  and  by  the  faithful  and 
true  Witness,  who  at  the  head  of  a  numberless  and 
shining  tram,  all  bearing  the  same  testimony^  long 
since  entered,  and  is  still  entering  into  his  glory: 
-^such  promises  may  surely  fire  your  souls  widi 
courage  and  zeal,  and  fill  you  with,  all  jay  and 
peace  in  believing;  nay,  and  make  you,  '^  ex- 
ceeding joyfiil  in  all  your  tribulations/'.  My 
]irayer  then  always  for  you  shaii  be,  that  our  God 
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nould  ^*  fulfil  in  yoa  the  work  of  faith  with  power  !** 
Ant  he  would  enable  you  to  live  upon  his  truth,  to 
be  strong  in  fiuth,  gi^ii^  g^i7  to  God ;  though 
sense,  supported  by  a  clamorous  host  of  doubts 
and  fears,  should  bring  up  an  evil  report,  and  cry^ 
'^  Why  should  I  wait  for  the  Lord  any  longer?'* 
Futh  is  a  supernatural  principle  wrought  in  the 
soul;  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  regeneration,  whereby 
a  renewed  smner  understands,  believes,  embraces,  and 
fives  upon  the  promise  of  salvation  in  Christ  Jesus. 
The  believer  has  an  eye  to  see  the  glory  of  Christ; 
an  ear  to  hear  his  voice.  He  possesses  spiritual 
sense,  whereby  to  feel  the  impressions  of  his  truth 
and  his  grace,  his  smile,  or  his  frown,  and  to  per* 
ceive  tiie  sweet  savour  of  bis  name ;  he  has  a  heart 
to  receive  to  embrace,  and  rejoice  in  the  Saviour ; 
he  has  a  new  principle  of  life,  which  is  maintained  - 
by  communion  with  him.  Thus  with  his  mind  the 
Christian  serves  the  law  of  God :  but  there  is  ano- 
ther principle,  there  is  a  law  in  his  members,  war- 
ring against  the  law  of  his  mind,  and  bringing  him 
into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin.  Hence  the  life  of 
&ith  IS  no  eai^  life ;  it  is  a  life  of  arduous  labour 
and  conflict ;  it  is  a  work.  There  are  few  believers, 
I  apprehend,  but  have  found  the  work  of  faith, 
under  some  peculiar  exercises  especially,  to  be  a  hard 
aod  arduous  work.  7%ey,  I  believe,  find  it  much 
more  easy,  and  much  more  pleasant  than  others, 
not  whose  faith  is  less  severely  tried,  but  with  whom 
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it  is  constant  habitual  work  ;^*ho  set  the  Lord  al 
ways  before  them;  who  look  unto  him  as  the  eyes  oi 
servants  look  unto  the  hands  of  their,  masters ;  who 
are  careful  to  learn  and  do  his  will ;  and  who  maintain 
the  most  intimate  and  endearing  fellowship  with  him.  .^  m. 
If  we  suffer  ourselves  to  remit  and  become  negligent^^  ^t 
and  superficial  in  the  work  of  faith,  we  shall  find  ittf^^t 
bard  to  believe  when  sharp  trials  come;  and  pcrhapsj^ ^=ssy 
'  too,  shall  find  our  Lord,  in  displeasure»  withdrawn ;f     Mi; 
and  then  it  will  be  well  for  us,  if,  with  tears  andE^^d 
heart-rending  grief,  we  can  cry,  "  Lord,  I  believer    ^; 
hdp  thou  mine  unbelief! "    You,  my  children,  majg^  -^y 
yet  have  to  know  seasons  of  distressful  darkness  andi^^^sd 
doubt:  the  reasonings  of  unbelief,  together  with  tb^cifte 
charges  which  Satan  may  be  permitted  to  exhibiUia^  mt, 
may  prevail  to  shake  your  confidence ;  and  you  maj^-«iy 
find.it  a  great  work  to  satisfy  your  trembling  anxieties^s^, 
by.  opposing  the  testimony  of  God  to  all  the  powen-":^cr5 
of  darkness  and  unbelief.     This  is  one  great  work  o^z^f 
faith:    Paul  was  carried  through  it    triumphantl^^^^^  y; 
under  a  sweet  view  of  God  and  of  the  mediation  d^^of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  as  that  glorious  challeng^^ge 
shews,  "  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  c^^  of 
Q^d's  elect?"     It  is  also  the  work  of  faith  to  maJri^F*^ 
sin .  appear  hateful,    to  render  the  yoke  of  Chri^  -ist 
easy :  and  it  effects  this,  by  presenting  to  the  sol^'  ^"l 
afiecting  views  of  the  dying  love  of  Christ  Nothio^^  -ft 
if  experience  may  speak^  is  calculated  so   pow 
fully   to   humble  a  believing  sinner,  to  pierce 
heart  in  contrition  and  penitence,  to  fire  the  sou^  / 
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with  zeal,  fervour,  and  resolution  in  tlie  service  of 
:  Christ,  as  sitting  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  de- 
♦  Youtly  beholding  the   unutterable   agonies  of  him 
"  "  who  loved  me^  and  gave  himself  for  mey — An- 
other great  work  of  faith  is,  to  overcome  the  bias 
-  found  in  our  very  nature  to  the  covenant  oiy,wrks ; 
and  this  it  does  by  casting  the  soul  in  the  mould 
of  the  Gospel ;  yet  where,  on  this  side  heaven,  is 
this  work  complete  ?  Where  is  the  believer  who  does 
not  in  sad  experience  find  the  remains  of  this  natu- 
ral bias?     In  tiiis  respect,  I  must  say,  "  I  cannot 
do  the  things  which  I  would ;''  but  I  am  sure  of 
this,  that  that  man  is  peculiariy  blessed  who  prac- 
tically and   entirely  goes  out  of  himself,    to   lean 
-and  live  upon  Christ.     Such  a  soul  prospers,  and 
is  in  health ;  lives,  and  lives  abundantly.     Hence 
"that  remark,  "  Ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid 
with  Christ  in  God." — "  Nevertheless,  I  live,  yet  not 
I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me.'*     Oh !  this  is  to  live 
indeed.   It  is' the  life  of  a  heaven-born  soul,  support- 
ed by  the  bread  of  heaven,  and  living  in  the  suburbs 
of  heaven.  May  this  be,  my  dear  children,  increasingly 
your  life! — It  is  the  work  of  faith,  likewise,  to  over-* 
come  the  world;  and  this  it  does  in  a  day  of  pros- 
perity, with  reference  to  the  good  things  of  the  world, 
•by  representing,  in  the  Cross  of  Christ,  the  hatred 
the  world  bore  to  Christ,  and  what  a  friend  Christ 
shewed  himself  to  sinners,  in  the  ransom  he  paid,  the 
^ce,  the  glory,  he  purchased  for  them.    Thus  it  was 
the  Apostle  felt,  *^  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,"  &c. 
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Hereby  the  earthly  mind  is  overcome ;  a  spiritual 
and  heavenly  frame  is  produced  and  maintained ; 
and  the  world  loses  its  interest  in  the  heart,  and  iti 
power  to  deceive.     Faith  gains  tliis  victory,  also,  bj 
living  the  soul  a  view  of  Christ,  in  his  grace  and. 
glory,  and  feasting  the  soul  with  the  love  of  Christ « 
When  we  have  drunk  of  the  living  water,  in  the  mi^.B- 
nifestcd  love  of  Christ,  and  in  the  anticipation  c^f 
immediate  and  perpetual  fellowship  with  him  I 
heaven,  we  feel  rich  satisfaction ;  we  thirst  no 
In  the  lustre  of  the  opening  scene,  the  world  almo=s8t 
disappears,  "  as  a  dim  candle  dies  at  noon/'   And 
a  day  of  adversity,  with  respect  to  the  evil  thin] 


of  the  world,    faith  gains  the  victory  by  lookii ig 

into  the  everlasting  covenant,  and  revealing  its 
curity,    its  rich,   satisfying,    and  everlasting  trt 
sures;  by  looking  up  to  God,  and  fixedly  lookir — Jg 
unto  Jesus,  to  the  cross,  and  to  the  throne; 
by  looking  within  the  veil  and  contemplating 
glory  that  awaits  a  follower  of  the  suffering  Jesu—^^^ 
Oh !  then  we  are  rabed  above  the  fear  of  evil ;  n.  "^ 
wants,  no  terrors,  can  affright  us  :  we  can  bear  ou^v^^ 
light  affliction,  which  is  for  a  moment,  with  coi 
placency,  iu  the  wise,  the  holy,  the  fatherly  will 
God ;  and  supply  every  creature  want,  and  repiiB^'' 
every  creature-loss,  in  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  Gocr^^ 
The  work  of  faith  appears,  also,  in  enabling  us  to  tru^^^ 
in  the  Lord,  while  walking  in  darkness,  and  to  bc^^^ 
lieve  his  love,  under  his  hidings  and  his  frowns.  AnJ^ 
oh  I  peculiaiiy  blessed  are  they  in  the  solemn  bou] 
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of  death,  in  whom  a  faith  b  found,  that  needeth  not 

to  be  ashamed,  enabling  the  ransomed  sinner  to 

^eet    death    with    a   smile,    and,    looking     unto 

Jesus,  to  say  with  unshaken  confidence,  '^  Into  thy 

hands  I  commit  my  spirit — thou  hast  redeemed  me, 

O  Lord  God  of  truth."     My  dear  children,  may 

our  God  fulfil  in  you  the  work  of  faith  with  power! 

The  means  are  your's,  the  power  is  God*s.    The 

prevalence  of  faith  is  often  found  in  thjs  severer  ex<« 

ercise  of  it,  because  we  are  then  most  humble  and 

prayerful ;  and  nothing  can  so  much  as  this  delight 

and  exalt  the  Christian^  recommend  religion,  and 

shew  forth  the  praise  and  glory  of  God.    There 

are  seasons  wherein  God  is  pleased,  in  a  peculiar 

manner,  to  make  his  power  known  in  this  respect. 

Sometimes  it  has  appeared  in  a  time  of  great  afflic* 

tion.  What  fervour  of  humble,  believing  prayer  has 

then  been  manifested !  What  meekness  and  content; 

mrhat  justifying  of  God,  what  firm  adherence  to  the 

truth,  what  willingness  to  make  every  sacrifice  which 

God  requires  !    Sometimes  it  has  appeared  when  the 

Christian  has  been  called  to  arduous  and  hazardous 

duty.     It  was  found  in  the  experience  of  Abraham, 

of  Moses,  of  Caleb,  of   David ;  of  Apostles   and 

Martyrs.     There  have  also  been  found  instances, 

wherein  faith   has  been  eminently  manifested   in 

times  of  outward  prosperity,  as  in  the  case  of  Moses 

in  Egypt,  &c.     There  are  those,    also,  in  whom 

the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  have   been 

found  to  appear  abundantly  after  times  of  severe 
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exercise ;  so  abundantly,  as  to  make  it  mamfes 
Ood  has  been  fulfilling  in  them  the  work  of 
with  power.  Their  growth  in  gmce  has  been 
Difesty  as  the  stature  of  a  child  many  times  after.^^ 
aome  severe  bodily  illness ;  as  the  growth  of  a 
sometimes  after  much  pruning ;  as  the  progress 
a  ship  that  has  been  driven  by  a  stormy  but  fafL^ 
or  side  wind.  Endearing  fellowship  with  the  F^  ^ 
ther  and  his  ^on  Jesus  Christ  will,  also,  always  ha^ 

*  a  sweet  influence  ou  our  faith,  our  love,  our  grat 

*  <ude,  our  whole  temper  and  life.     We  cannot  co 
werse  habitually  with  Heaven  without  becoming 
venly ;  we  cannot  live  in  the  beams  of  the  Sun       of 
Righteousness  without  feeling  a  powerful  attractL  ^)o 

^  heavenwards.    May  you  thus  live !   May  your  tri^alg 
be  thus  sanctified,  and  you  will  count  them  am(^«g 
your  most  valued  blessings !     May  the  Lord  f^l£l 
in  you,  my  dear  children,  this  work  of  faith  ifkritk 
power !    Amen,  and  Amen. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.   BOWDIJt. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

TO  THE  REV.  D AND  MRS.  W 


1794. 

MY  DEAR  CHILDRFN, 

By  this  time,  I  suppose,  you  are  returned  freo 
^'       I  and  are  deliberating  on  the  happiest  vof 
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tiiod  of  pursuing  the  journey  of  life  wliich  you  have 
(with  submission  to  the  sovereign  will  of  Heaven) 
pledged  yourselves  to  accomplish  together.  May 
the  Prince  of  Life  shine  on  your  union,  and  pre- 
serve it)  through  a  long  succession  of  years,  with  in- 
crtosing  advantages  !  As  you  proceed  in  this  jour- 
ney^  you  must  count  upon  changes.  Revolving  years, 
perhaps  revolving  days,  will  exhibit  still  new  scenes; 
some  of  them  pleasureable,  but  many  of  thein  dis- 
tressful. Sometimes  you  .will  taste  the  love  of  God 
in  wilderness  comforts,  and  realize  more  blissful  en- 
joyment  in  wilderness  prospects.  At  other  times^ 
clouds  and  darkness  will  encompass  your  paths ;  you 
fvill  find  yourselves  amidst  dismal  deeps  and  dan- 
gerous snares,  toiling  in  what  to  you  may  appear 
fruitless  and  hopeless  service,  till  your  soul  is  *^  dis* 
:x>uraged  because  of  the  way.  '*  Yoiirwisdom,  then^ 
NTill  be  to  ^^  lay  a  good  foundation  againist  the  time 
to  come;"  to  lay  up  your  "  treasure  in  heaven.'* 
rhat  is  a  bank  which  never  fails.  In  its  unsearch- 
able riches  all  they  who  have  obtained  precious  faith 
tiave  one  common  interest,'  and  have  access  to  it  at 
all  times  and  from  all  places.  And  such  is  the  im- 
mensity of  treasure  there,  that  there  never  was  a 
draft  presented  in  the  faith  of  Jesus  but  was  admit- 
ted and  honoured :  the  great  Lord  of  all,  with  every 
grant,  still  encouraging  and  inviting 'further  and 
larger  demands,  says,  in  infinite  grace,  *'  According 
to  your  faith  be  it  unto  you;'*  accounting  himself 
most  honoured  by  the  largest  expiectattons . 

Sh 
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I  have  no  doubt»  my  dear  children,  but  it  k 
your  solicitude  to  begin  this  journey  with  God,  ^and 
to  engage  his  presence  with  you.  Suffer  me  to 
aay,  you  cannot  be  too  explicit  in  the  solemn  busir 
ness  of  covenanting  with  God.  I  have  known  va- 
rious seasons  wherein  I  have  greatly  needed  the 
stnmg  consolation  which  a  transaction  of  this  nature 
is  calculated  to  provide :  and  I  have  known  seasons 
wherein  this  plea,  ^^  Thou  saidst,  I  will  surely  da  thet 
good,"  sent  up  to  Heaven  fix>m  the  darkness  and  deeps 
of  affliction,  has  obtained  returns  incomparably  moc« 
precious  than  thousands  of  gold  and  of  silver. 

Thus  commencing  your  pilgrimage  under  the  io* 
fluence  of  a  Divine  promise,  you  must  remember 
what  you  are  leaving,  and  whither  you  are  tending ; 
remember  that  you  have  professed  to  renounce  with 
abhorrence  the  idols  of  your  native  state,  the  sin  of 
your  hearty  and  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world 
through  lust ;  that  henceforth  it  must  become  your 
great  aim  to  be/^  made  free  from  sin,"  to  have  ^*  your 
fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  everlastmg  life," 
with  God  and  in  God.  O  blessed  end  of  our  faith ! 
how  far  it  transcends  what  Israel  found  in  the  pro* 
mised  land !  O  glorious  hope,  amidst  the  labours 
and  troubles  of  our  way ! 

We  are  tnTelling  home  to  God 
In  the  way  the  fathers  trod : 
They  are  happy  now»  and  we 
Soon  their  happiness  shall  secw 

You  will  find  abundant  advaQtage  in  keeping 
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Ibis  end  in  sight;  the  sense  of  many  a  trou- 
Ue  will  be  dimhiished,  and  your  joy  in  the  Lord 
will  prevail,  in  proportion  to  the  fixedness  of  your 
eye  and  heart  in  this  respect.  If  your  heart  be  di- 
l^ected  into  the  love  of  God,  you  will  estimate  your 
happiness,  not  by  the  measure  of  creature-good  you 
enjoy,  but  by  the  nearness  of  your  soul's  approach 
to  its  proper  centre;  you  will  value  outward  dis- 
pensations in  proportion  as  they  express  the  love 
of  God  to  you,  or  as  they  speed  your  progress  to 
the  chosen  rest;  you  will  value  your  connections 
and  friends  in  proportion  as  they  excite  your 
love  to  God,  or  as  expressions  of  his  love  to  you  ; 
and  you  will  form  your  opinion  of  God's  dealings 
with  you,  not  by  8ense>  but  by  faith  ;  not  by  their 
appearance,  but  by  God's  covenant  as  to  their  effect 
You  will  dien  suppress  many  gloomy  and  complaining 
thoughts  :  you  will  charge  your  soul  to  believe  that 
God  IS  faithful  who  hath  called  you,  to  follow  whem 
he  leads,  and  to  rest  assured,  that  if  he  lead  you  into 
darkness  and  into  deeps>  it  is  the  right  way  to 
the  blessed  end  which  his  promise  bids  you  expect 
Indeed,  if  God  should  be  pleased  to  lead  you  about 
in  the  rugged  path  of  suffering,  ^'  through  a  land  of 
desert  and  of  pits,  through  a  land  of  drought,  and 
of  the  shadow  of  death,"  it  will  perhaps  be  toin-* 
ftruct  you  further  in  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin^ 
and  the  deep  depravity  of  your  own  heart:  be- 
hig  thus  instructed,  you  will  silence  yourselves  under 
tti«  hand  of  God^  feeling  (io  a  measure  at  least)  as 
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Ephraim  felt,  when,  ^^  after  he  was  instructed^  he 
smote  upon  4iis  thigh,  when  he  was  ashamed/'  &c; 
In  active  service  likewise,  you  must  be  solicit* 
ous  to  have  your  eye  directed  to  God,  and  to  his 
glory  as  the  end  you  are  to  pursue.  O !  blessed 
attainment !  to  rise  above  self,  and  with  singleness 
of  heart  to  serve  our  God ;  to  have  the  mind  of 
Christ,  who  '^  pleased  not  himself,  who  came,  not 
to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister.*'  We  shall 
then  be  less  solicitous  about  the  manner  and  the  exte- 
rior circumstances,  of  the  service  we  perform,  and 
even  its  success,  than  about  the  principle  by  which  we 
are  actuated ;  we  shall  then  be  less  concerned  about 
the  smile  of  the  world,  and  the  praise  of  men ;  we 
shall  derive  satisfaction  from  the  omniseience  of 
God,  and  labour  to  be  accepted  of  Him^  Now  you 
are  entering  the  field  of  labour,  and  of  conflict ;.  for 
such  has  the  way  to  God  been  ever  found :  but  the 
life  you  are  called  to  live  in  the  flesh  is  a  life  of 
faith — precious  faith  !  which  embraces  the  promise, 
which  looks  within  the  veil,  looks  unto  Jesus,  beholds 
his  glory,  and  beholds  him  near.  O  !  there  is  light, 
there  is  strength,  there  is  **  all  joy  and  peace  in  be- 
lieving." May  you  be  ever  seen  coming  up  out  of 
the  wilderness,  leaning  upon  this  blessed  Immanuel ! 
Give  yourselves  wholly  to  him,  accept  your  all  from 
him,  and  maintain  daily  nearness  to  him :  thea 
you  need  '^  be  careful  for  nothing  but  in  all  things 
by  prayer  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving, 
make  known  your  requesta  unto  God :"  then,  what* 
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ever  griefs  attend  you,  whatever  losses  you  sus- 
tain, whatever  separations  death  may  be  permitted 
to  make  among  your  dearest  connections,  you  will 
find  in  tlie  presence  of  your  Saviour,  and  the  as- 
sured prospect  of  your  heavenly  Father's  home,  a 
«weet  antidote  to  excessive  grief,  and  a  source  of 
joy  unspeakable. 

I  pray  God  to  give  you  increasing  favour  in  the 
religious  society  with  which  you  stand  connected ; 
to  bless  you,  in  that  connection,  with  hearts  affec- 
tionately desirous  of  .promoting  the  welfare  of  each 
individual ;  to  honour  you  in  his  service,  and  to 
make  you  blessings.  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 
will  experience  much  real  friendship  from  them,  and 
I  think  your  wisdom  will  lead  you,  in  the  intercourse 
of  friendship,  to  seek  to  please  others  rather  than 
yourselves;  to  make  many  a  sacrifice  of  what  may 
relate  to  your  own  ease  and  indulgence,  m  order  to 
demonstrate  your  friendship  to  others. 

J  ^m,  &c.  i&c. 

J.  BOWDEK, 


470  iowden's  rkuains. 


LETTER  XXXV. 


TO  THE  REV.  D W- 


Jaa.  31»  1811 

My  dear  Son,  my  Brother  and  Compa- 
nion in  tribulation,  and  in  the  '^  king- 
dom and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ/* 
I  AM  prepared  by  the  painful  trials  which  I  have 
endured,  to  sympathise  in  your  sorrows ;  and  by  the 
wonderful  supports  I  have  found,  and  by  the  special 
consolations  I  have  been  favoured  with,  to  say  to 
you,  ^^  Fear  none  of  those  things  which  thou  shalt 
suflFer."  Fear  yourself ^  your  own  heart,  lest  you 
should  let  go  your  hold  of  the  promise ;  lest  you 
should  have  recourse  to  any  sinful  shifts  to  avoid 
evil ;  lest  you  should  value  the  smile  of  the  creature 
more  than  the  favour  of  God ;  lest  you  should  be 
enfeebled  and  unfitted  for  the  discharge  of  your 
duty:  —  but  fear  none  of  those  troubles,  which 
put  you  upon  fleeing  unto  God ;  which  excite  a 
dread  of  grieving  his  Spirit ;  which  ^  put  you 
upon  closer  self-examination;  which  revive  the 
spirit  of  prayer  in  you ;  and  which  render  the  pro- 
mises, the  ordinances,  and  the  special  presence  of 
God,  more  desirable  and  more  sweet  unto  you. 
Under  these  circumstances,  to  yield  to  slavish 
fear,  would  be  to  idolize  the  creature,  and  to 
disparage  the  power  and  promise  of  God  ;  it  wfw 
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to  undervalue  his  fatherly  love  and  promised  care  of 
his  tried  people,  lie  knows  their  sorrows :  graciously 
he  says,  **  I  have  seen^  I  have  seen,  the  afflictions 
of  my  people.''  He  is  with  them  to  help  them,  to 
bear  them  up  under  their  various  sorrows,  and  to 
render  those  sorrows  beneficiaL  Indeed,  his  most 
gracious  visits  are  often  made  to  them  in  th^ 
darkest  vale  of  suffering :  the  richest  grapes  of  £s* 
cbol  are  pressed  into  the  cup  of  the  Israelite  in* 
deed,  when  the  labours  and  trouble  of  the  wil* 
d^mess  are  most  severe.  What  if  all  men  for- 
lake  us,  if  we  can  secure  the  presence  of  God,  and 
a  good  conscience:  with  these,  we  may  travel  the 
wilderness  through,  and  want  nothing,  and  fear 
nothing.  With  these  companions,  Paul  felt  ''  ready 
to  be  offered ;"  and  his  great  Master,  opposing  the 
aU*-cootrouling  sovereignty  of  his  heavenly  Father 
to  the  power  and  pride  of  men,  thus  preserved  his 
soul  in  perfect  peace:  '^  Thou  couldst  have  no 
power  against  mCi  except  it  were  ^ven  thee  from 
above."  All  your  concerns  are  in  a  Father's  hand, 
and  every  wind  that  blows  is  subject  to  his  sovereign 
controul :  then,  '^  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my 
loul  ?  '*  Why  is  not  the  righteous  bold  as  a  lion  ? 
Why  does  he  not  in  imagination  seem  to  grasp  the 
priee,  even  while  sustaining  the  severest  conflict  ?  O 
let  us  run  the  arduous  race,  **  looking  unto  Jesus :'' 
bis  ^e  is  ever  on  ns,  and  will  be  till  we  quit  the  field  ; 
and  then  will  he  look  with  the  smile  of  congratulation, 
while,  with  all  the  saintS)  we  rest  on  our  beds,  and 
snjby  the  glory  (now  «et  before  us)  at  an  eternal 
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l)anquet  We  rejoice  in  the  prospect  open  before 
you  ;  we  trust  that  it  indicates  that  God  has  begun 
to  deliver  and  to  provide.  If  it  be  the  will  of  God> 
you  will  have  no  occasHKi  to  make  haste ;  he  will 
carry  on  and  perfect  that  which  concerns  you.  Be 
still :  you  will  hear  his  voice ;  you  will  see  his 
goings;  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  lamp  to  direct 
your  steps.  As  for  ourselves,  the  clouds  are  re- 
turning after  the  rain ;  only  there  is  seen  a  bow  in 
the  cloud,  and  it  is  inscribed  with,  ^^  My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee."  Blessed  be  God,  his  promise 
is  precious,  and -as  powerful  as  ever.  **  They  looked 
unto  him  and  were  lightened,  and  their  faoes  were 
not  ashamed ;"  nor  shall  any  be  ashamed  who  trust 
in  him. — The  Lord  be  with  you,  to  bless  you  and 
yours ! 

J.  B0WD£N« 


LETTER  XXXVL 


TO  MISS  R 


Mr  DEAR  FEIEND, 

I  FEEL  reluctance  in  addressing  you  in  a  way 
of  Christian  counsel,  on  no  other  ground  than  the 
consideration  of  the  invaluable  opportunity  of  pas- 
toral assistance  you  enjoy,  within  the  pale  of  your 
own  communion.  Yet  if  I  write,  while  your  good, 
pastor  speaks,  it  may  be  some  satisfaction,  perhaps^ 
to  you  to  find  the  same  trutbd  attested,  and  the 
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ye  grounds  of  relief  suggested,    by  both.      A 
lage  from  a  letter  of  yours,  expressed  a  degree 
disquietude  which  it   raised  in  me  a   wish  to 
instrumental  in  relieving.     Matters  of  this  na- 
;  are  of  too  great  importance  to  admit  of  flat- 
'  and  compliment :  I  wish  therefore  to  use,  and 
I  will  permit,  that  freedom  which  Christian  love 
r  dictates.     You  express  an  earnest  solicitude 
iit  salvation,  an  high  estimation  of  Christ  and 
benefits ;  but,  after  a  profession  of  several  years, 
I  are  much  distressed  with  the  fear  that  you  have 
part  in  Christ.     Your  case  is  not  unprecedented, 
'  is  it  rare :  indeed,  uncomfortable  as  it  is,  I  wbh 
vere  more  frequent     It  b  far  better  than  that 
d  and  slumbering  indifference,  which  is  too  visi- 
on the  face  of  the  profession  of  many,  but  which 
1    acknowledge   you  have  not  to  complain  of. 
tterto  be  disquieted  for  want  of  these  fruits  of  the 
irit,  which,  however  pleasant,  are  not  essential  to 
*  safety,  than  to  be  at  ease  in  Zion  without  se^ 
us  inquiry.     You  wish  to  know  whether  you  are 
long  God*s  saved  people.     Shall  I  hope  that  you 
;  not  so  far  under  ttie  influence  of  temptation,  as 
t  to  be  open  to  conviction,  or  to  resist  the  force  of 
on  and  scriptural  truth.  It  would  be  unpleasing  to 
>d,  and  cruel  to  our  oi^'n  souls,  to  resist  the  Holy 
lost  in  a  case  of  this  nature.     I  will  first  notice 
tat  you  express,  and  what  you  acknowledge,  that 
s  the  appearance  of  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit     You 
i  an  earnest  desire  to  possess  Christ,  and  to  b# 
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entirely  bis ;  and  your  heart  is  distressed  with  the 
fear,  that,  after  along  profession,  this  is  not  your  case 
if  I  can  judge  aright,  the  desire  you  express  is  more 
than  that  of  the  natural  man  or  the  hypocrite ;  and  if 
you  are  just  to  yourself,  I  think  you  must  acknowledge 
it  to  be  sa  Your  heart,  I  trust,  will  bear  witness  that 
it  is  a  de{>ire  of  Christ  above  all  the  world ;  as  th6 
pearl  of  great  price,  to  obtain  which^  you  are 
WILLING  TO  SELL  ALL.  It  arises  from  a  humble 
broken  spirit,  condemned,  but  hoping ;  sensible  both 
of  the  bitterness  of  sin  and  the  sweetness  of  pardoa 
It  is  not  a  transient  desire,  awakened  by  some  pre* 
sent  distress,  and  lost  as  soon  as  the  storm  subsides, 
but  is  abiding  and  expressive  of  the  fixed  bias  of  the 
soul.  Nqr  is  it  the  desire  of  the  slothful,  but  it 
rouses  the  soul  to  diligence  in  the  use  of  such  means 
as  afford  any  prospect  of  relief.  If  such  as  this 
be  the  desire  you  express,  it  is  of  itself  a  suffi- 
.cient  answer  to  our.  question,  and  a  clear  evidence 
of  grace  received.  Nature  never  produced  it ;  hy 
pocrisy  never  felt  it;  the  Spirit  of  God  alone  could 
give  it  birth.  Remember,  God  looks  at  the  heart; 
and  SQ  should  you.  His  justice  marks  the  iniquitous 
desires  of  the  heart  for  punishment,  and  applitf 
$be  guilt  of  actual  murder  to  a  hateful  thought 
And  shall  his  mercy  be  less  glorious,  and  not  re* 
gard  with  complacency  the  desire  of  the  humble,  or 
bear  tlie  groaning  of  the  prisoner?  No  doubt  but 
heaven,  with  all  its  joys,  is  designed  for  them  who 
♦hirst  for  Christ  and  his  grace ;  for  the  God  of  aalva- 
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tioQ  bath  said,  "  I  will  ffve  to  hioi  tiiit  is  ^tiiirsl  of 
the  fouDtain  of  the  water  of  life  finedv;**   and  m 
many  precious  proimies  be  has  revealed  the  sime 
free  grace.      If,  then,  you  sincerely  long  fcr  power 
against  sin,  as  well  as  for  the  pardon  of  it ;  if  yoa 
account  all  things  loss  for  Christ,  and  from  your 
heart  desire  to  fear  the  Lord ;   it  becomes  yoa  I0 
credit  what  God  has  spoken,  and  to  take  the  comfort 
which  his  Spirit  tenders.    '^  Hold  fieist,  therefore;  the 
profession  of  your  feith  without  waverings  far  he  it 
faithful  that  hath  promised^^     In  his  own  time  be 
will  cause  you  to  drink  abundantly  of  the  rirers  of 
his  pleasure. — But  you  want  the  sense  of  God^s  par- 
doning mercy ;  you  want  the  smiles  and  eodearments 
of  a  reconciled  Father ;  you  want  to  feel  the  happy 
effects  of  his  love,  shed  abroad  in  your  heart  in 
tender  affisction  and  strong  consolations ;  you  want 
to  enjoy  the  presence  of  God,  sensibly  manifested 
to  you  in  bis  ordinances  and  m  yonr  retirements ;  and 
to  know  your  interest  in  his  love  by  receiving  his 
promises,— -not  as  they  are  written,  though  with  a  pen 
iA  iron  in  the  rock  for  ever,  for  th^  comfort  of  hit 
people  in  general,  but — as  immediately  and  sweetly 
dropping  from  his  lips  in  a  sensible  application  to 
yourself     All  this  I  wish  for  you,  and  trust  you  will 
in  God's  time  enjoy  it     But  cannot  we  trust  God's 
word,  unless  we  have  his  smile ;   or  acknowledge 
that  he  has  wrought  any  thing  in  us,  unless  our  af- 
fections arc  warmed  by  sensible  discoveries  of  his 
love?  Happy  indeed  is  the  soul  who  is  thus  fevour- 
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ed  ;  yet  more  blessed  is  be  who  hath  not  seen  and 
yet  hath  believed.  Suffer  me  further  to  reply  to 
this  language  of  your  heart  in  a  few  particulars, 
which  contain  the  best  advice  I  can  offer,  to  relieve 
your  anxiety,  and  check,  if  there  beany,  your  impa- 
tience. In  taking  account  of  your  experience,  carefully 
distiuG^uish  between  what  is  and  what  is  not  essen- 
iial  in  the  new  creature.  A  hatred  of  all  sin  and  a 
desire  to  be  holy,  a  soul  enlightened  to  see  a  ^ory 
in  Christ,  and  conformed  to  his  image  in  roeekuess 
and  humility ;  a  practical  choice  of  God  as  your, 
portion,  and  of  Christ  as  your  Saviour  j  a  reverent 
fear  of  God,  and  that  kind  of  natural  instinct  which 
directs  the  heaven -born  soul  to  flee  to  his  arms  in 
time  of  trouble  and  danger ;  a  heart  to  desire  the 
sincere  milk  of  the  word,  and  to  feel  when  God 
speaks  ; — tliese  are  certain  signs  of  spiritual  life  : 
these  are  the  characteristics  and  the  omaudents  of 
the  new  creature,  the  gifts  with  which  God  distia- 
guislies  the  children  of  his  love.  They  are  precious 
gifts,  to  be  acknowledged  with  the  deepest  humi- 
lity and  the  warmest  gratitude.  If,  therefore,  God 
has  distinguished  you  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  pro- 
mise, do  not  undervalue,  do  not  be  backward  to 
acki^owledge,  such  benefits  as  these,  even  though  it 
be  his  pleasure  to  witlihold  much  longer  the  sensible 
discoveries  of  his  love,  and  to  leave  "you  in  hea- 
viness through  manifold  temptations."  God  loves  a 
humble,  cheerful,  grateful  receiver  of  his  benefits : 
perhaps,   if  past  favours  were  acknowledged  with 
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a   ttiolre   becoming    spirit,    he  would  give  with  a 
still   more  liberal  hand.     However,  the   promises 
of  salvation  are  made  to  our  faith,  not  to  our  joys.— 
Again,  when  distressed  for  want  of  sensible  expe- 
rience of  the  love  of  God  to  certify  your  interest 
in  his  favour,    review    past  times,    especially   the 
kindness  of  your  youth,  and  see  if  you  cannot  trace, 
in   former  experience,  some  expression  of  Divine 
complacency  and  love.      Had  we  never. seen  the 
shining  face  of  the  sun,  yet  the  testimony  of  Heaven^ 
confirmed  by  the  light  which  penetrates  the  inter- 
posing clpuds,  might  have  satisfied  us  as  to  his  ex- 
istence.    But,  perhaps,  there  was  a  time  when  you 
were  favoured  with  the  brighter  beams  of  the  Sun 
of  Highteousness,  and  you  rejoiced  in  his  light ;  why 
then,  should  you  not  believe  and  cry,  *^  He  is  my 
sun,  though  he  refuse  to  shine?*     Further,  examine 
your  heart,  and  see  if  there  be  nothing  in  you  that 
might  have  been  the  occasion  of  Divine  withdraw- 
ment :  sometimes,    remissness  in  duty ;   inordinate 
creature-love ;  pride,  that  '*  busy  sin,"  which  so  often 
spoils  what  we  perform  ;  ingratitude ;   and  beyond 
all,  unbelief,  or  presumptuous  sin,  may  grieve  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  provoke  his  departure.  Yet  many 
times^  perhaps,  these  exercises  may  be  designed  to 
prove  the  grace  that  has  been  given  ;    to  try  if  we 
can  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  when  we  walk  in 
darkness,  and  wait  for  him  when  he  hideth  himself. 
However,  there  is  no  doubt  but  these  trials,  though 
painful,  are  b?n«ficial.      If  the  day  brighten,  our 
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comforts  will  be  the  stronger,  the  iiK>re  senstfale  i  of 
if  the  clouds  thicken^  and  we  are  called  to  walk  id 
the  midst  of  trouble,  we  shall  be  better  prepared 
for  increased  suffering.  This  is  cefteiny  God's  ways 
are  all  judgment,  and  it  is  *^  if  need  be,  we  are  in 
heaviness/'  Finally ;  revere  God  as  a  sovereigo  dis* 
poser  of  bis  favours,  and  lie  at  his  feet  as  unworthy 
of  the  least  of  all  of  them.  1  believe  we  lose  much 
by  pride  and  impatience ;  we  ask  and  have  not,  be^* 
cause  we  ask  amiss ;  we  ask  as  daimants,  not  as 
suppliants ;  we  are  ready  to  complain  if  we  have  not 
what  we  wish ;  and  that,  at  the  time  we  prescribe^ 
We  would  presumptuouly  rise  on  the  throne  of  God^ 
and  direct  the  measures  of  his  government,  and  tiie 
distribution  of  his  favours ;  rather  than  lie  at  Ins 
feet  as  unworthy  of  any  tiling,  and  thankful  for  every 
thing  his  grace  bestows.  Had  we  more  of  this  meek 
and  lowly  spirit^  I  have  no  doubt  but  God's  visits 
would  be  more  frequent,  and  his  gifts  more  abun* 
dant  '^  He  will  beautify  the  meek  with  salvation." 
These  are  a  few  reflections  which  the  disqui^ode 
you  expressed  have  occasioned.  Should  God  be 
pleased  to  render  them  of  any  advantage  to  you^  I 
shall  be  thankful.  May  his  richest  blessing  ever 
attend  you,  and  perfect  that  which  concemeth  you, 
respecting  both  this  world  and  another ! 


P.  S.  Though  I  have  written  so  long  a  letter,  I 
know  not  how  to  withhold  some  further  particvian 
Of  advice  which  have  since  occurred  to  me.    If  after 
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c?ery  expedient  you  can  try  for  satisfaction,  as  to 
the  reality  pf  your  love  to  Christ  and  yoiir  interest 
in  him,  you  still  remain  distressed  with  doubts,  bring 
the  matter  to  the  test  by  such  a  question  as  this ;  Could 
I  be  reconciled  to  part  with  that  faint  and  uncertain 
hope  I  still  have,  and  be  satisfied  with  the  best  in- 
heritance the  world  could  afford  me? — If  I  do  not 
greatly  mistake,  such  a  proposal  as  this,   seriously 
made,  would  give  you  reason  to  believe  that  there  is 
%  secret  tie  betwixt  Christ  anc^your  soul,  which  shall 
not  be  broken.     You  would  find  yourself  like  a 
ship  at  anchor,  though  tossed  with  tempests,  yet  not 
driven  from  its  hold ;  or  you  would  feel  and  make 
an  effort  like  a  child  in  the  arms  of  his  father,  who 
tbieatens  and  deigns  to  throw  him  from  his  embrace; 
be  would  cleave  yet  the  faster  to  him,  and  cry,  ^^  My 
father,  my  £Etther,  thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth  f 
Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?"     Once  more: 
—If,  after  all,  your  soul  is  cast  down  within  you, 
there  is  one  method  yet  left;    that  is,    to   begin 
afresh  the  surrender  of  your  soul  to  God.  The  door 
of  mercy  still  stands  open  :   the  blood  of  Christ  is 
yet  sufficient  to  cleanse  from  all  sin.  Their  soul  shall 
Uye  that  seek  God :  no  broken-hearted  sinner,  who 
longs  for  his  salvation,  and  trembles  at  his  word,  can 
finally  be  rejected.    Many  times,  I  suppose,  this  has 
been  found  the  readiest  way  to  obtain  comfort;  but  it. 
is  God*s  blessing  which  alone  can  render  any  mcansi 
f  ffectual ;  and  while  your  eye  and  heart  are  towards 
hi(n,  thert  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  he  will 
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satisfy  the  desire  which  his  own  Spirit  has  raised. 
Then  shall  you  kn  ow,  if  you  follow  on  to  know  the 
Lord. 

J.  BOWD£V« 


LETTER  XXXVIL 


TO  MR.  AND  MRS.  R^ 


The  report  of*  your  recent  affliction  truly 
grieved  and  wounded  me.  I  wish  I  •  could  (not  heal 
your  yet  bleeding  wound ; — that  might  be  an  injudi- 
cious expression  of  friendship,  and  snatch  from  you  a 
benefit  worth  worlds,  but)  suggest  a  useful  hint  relate 
ing  to  the  proper  management  of  it.  When  I  heard 
that  God  had  forbidden  your  creature-joys^  and 
had  called  for  your  child,  I  was  pained,  not  be- 
cause you  were  not  to  minister  unto  her,  but  because 
I  knew  you  would  be  pained,  though  your  fostering 
charge  were  committed  to  an  angel.  But  I  felt  pas- 
sions different  from  grief:  I  knew  that  the  Lord  is 
good ;  that  when  he  takes  what  poor  feeble  sens^ 
lets  go  with  a  very  unyielding  hand,  he  often  sup- 
plies the  vacancy  with  what  is  a  thousand  times  bet- 
ter. I  remembered  that  he  is  a  God  of  judgment, 
that  he  does  nothing  without  design,  and  that  his 
mercy  is  wont  to  take  tlie  lead  in  his  determina- 
tions. My  expectation,  therefore,  was  awakened 
by  tliis  signal  to  hear  what  God  would  speak,  and  to 
notice  the  heavenly  gifts  he  waited  to  dispense.    You 
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are  young  adventurers  on  a  perilous  journey ;  yott 
had  need  to  be  sober  minded,  and  feel  deeply  the 
powers  of  the  world  to  come.  God  has  been  pleased 
to  take  that  to  himself  which,  I  hope,  will  constrain 
your  thoughts  to  ascend  to  heaven,  and  help  to  raise 
your  affections  thither  too.  .  Nothing  like  a6iiction 
to  give  energy  to  prayer,  to  constrain  us  into  the 
presence  of  God,  and  to  help  us  to  pour  out  our 
hearts  before  him !  Well,  if  God  give  you  a  spirit  of 
prayer,  you  will  not  long  complain  of  his  having 
introduced  the  grant  by  the  severest  stroke  you 
ever  felt  In  order  to  secure  this  blessed  issue, 
pray  to  God  to  help  you  to  make  this  dear  child, 
a  free-will  offering :  the  Lord  will  graciously  ac* 
cept  a  gift  thus  offered,  and  will  tenderly  love 
the  Giver :  draw  near  to  him,  plead  with  him,  for 
the  privilege  which  belongs  to  his  dear  children^ 
until  he  smile  and  send  the  Spirit  of  adoption  into 
your  hearts ;  then  will  you  have  gladness  of  heart 
in  reviewing  the  way  wherein  the  Lord  hath  led  3'ou 
about  and  instructed  you. 

J.  BOWP£\% 


2i 
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LETTER  XXXVIII. 


TO  MRS.  S- 


You  will  find  us  reduced  to  a  small  family. 
Tlie  scions  are  transplanted  into  different  soils,  antf 
are  become  flourishing  and  fruitful.  The  parent  stock 
stands  alone ;  yet  not,  we  hope,  wholly  barren. 
Heaven  smiles  upon  it  with  refreshing  influence  still, 
causing  it  to  bring  forth  some  fruit,  even  in  old  age. 
We  had  gathered,  in  our  wilderness  travels,  a  little 
company  around  us,  whose  society  *  cheered  our 
daily  toils ;  but  they  have  been  gradually  separated 
in  place,  though  not  in  affection.  Some  are  io  hea- 
ven ;  others  are  on  their  way  thither.  Our  spirits 
sweetly  converse  with  them.  We  trust  we  are  in  the 
same  way,  tending  to  one  eternal  home,  under  the 
same  guidance,  feeding  on  the  same  manna,  and  re- 
fVeshed  by  the  same  Rock,  although  the  communion  of 
our  bodily  senses  is  interrupted,  and  we  can  scarcely 
expect  to  be  associated  in  full  fellowship  again, 
until  tliis  interposing  vail  of  flesh  be  rent :  then  will 
it  be  perfect  love,  expressed  in  sweetest  endearments, 
capable  of  no  abatement,  liable  to  no  interruptions, 
perpetually  maintained  by  the  immensity  of  His  na- 
ture, who  is  love  itself;  perfect,  celestial,  eternal 
Love.  This  is  a  glorious  hope :  it  were  enough  to  re- 
concile us  to  a  very  dreary  passage ;  but,  blessed  be 
our  gracious  Leader,  he  is  often  giving  us  a  song^ 
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^ven  in  a  strange  land,  charging  faith  and  hope 
tvith  a  cluster  of  Canaan*s  vintage :  and  if  at  aay 
time  sorrows  and  cares  are  abundant,  ye^  our  con- 
solations do  much  more  abound.  Still  we  are  encou* 
raged  to  "  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God  : "  his 
rod  and  his  staff  they  comfort  us :  his  power  and 
grace  are  still  the  3ame;  and  encourage  us  with 
eoofidence  to  say,  Tiie  Lord  is  my  h^lper^ .  May 
.you  find  him  every  day,  in  every  duty,  and  amidst 
all  your  cares,  present  with  you  !  Truly  he  giveth 
power  to  the  faint :  he  helpeth  the  helpless :  he 
will  not  break  the  bruised  reed.  Creature-enjoy- 
ments yield  a  more  abundant  sweetness  in  his  smile; 
and  amidst  the  failure  of  the  fairest  earthly  comforts, 
his  favour  is  life.  Oh,  let  oit  souls  follow  hard 
^fter  him,  and  never  rest  until  clouds  and  darkness^ 
8ins  and  sorrows,  shall  be  all  lost  in  the  full  manir 
festation  of  Divine  Love  ! 

3.  BOWDEK< 


LETTER  XXXIX. 


TO  MRS.  S- 


at,T  DEAR  FRIEND) 

What  a  mercy  it  is  to  be  a  sincere  and  devout 
inquirer  after  God:  while  many  are  perplexed 
Ml  the  labyripth  wherein  Satan  has  endeavoured  to 

S  I  S 
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involve  God's  truth  and  ways^  to  hear  the  voice  tit 
the  gre&t  Prophet,   and  to  be  taught  of  htm  as 
the  trath  is   m  Jesus ;   id  his  light  to  see  lighty 
and  to  find  in  Him  a  sure  directory  to  heaven ! 
What  a  mercy  to  know  the  Lord ;    to  be  delivered 
"from  the  £Etcfe  of  the  covering  thai  is  cast  over  all 
people,  and  the  veil  tiiat  is  spread  over  all  nations; 
to  havean  understanding  given  us  to  know  him  that 
Is  true ;  to  know  him  as  ours,  our  Saviour,  oar  Father, 
'our  God  !  What  all-sufficiency,  what  fulness  of  joy 
IS  opened  to  as  in  the  revelation  which  bis  Spirit 
gives!    We  may  value  creatures  and  ordinances,  as 
the  medium   through  which  the  infinite  Jehovah 
transmits  the  beams  of  his  love.     Bort  thou^  the 
candlestick  wefe  taken  out  of  its  place,  and  the  ties 
of  the  most  endeared  friendship  broken,  yet  in  the 
vision  of  the  Father  of  Iights>    we  need  fear  no  * 
evil :  we  may  rest  on  his  truth,  and  say,  "  All  my 
springs  arc  in  thee.''    You,  my  friend,  know,  bemg 
justified  by  faith,  what  it  is  to  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  wbaf  the  answer  of 
a  good  conscience  through  the  blood  of  Jesus  is, 
and  what  the  seal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise 
means.     O  it  is  great  peace :  it  passeth  all  under- 
standing \  All  the  treasures,  and  pleasures,  and  glory 
of  the  world,  are  dross  and  dung  in  comparison  of 
it     Ah  !  what  are  these  to  a  wretched  sinner,  under 
the  arrest  of  wrathful  Justice  ?  or  what  are  they 
to  a  joyful  believer,  who  has  the  love  of  God  shed 
a1)road  in  his  heart ;  who  bows  at  the  feet  of  Infim'te 
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Majesty,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  adoption  cries^  '*  Abl>a, 
Father!"  who  hears  that  gladdening  assurance^ 
^'  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love!*' 
May  you,  my  friend,  ever  enjoy  a  solid  persua- 
sion, on  scriptural  grounds,  of  God's  pardoning 
mercy !  May  your  will  be  resigned,  in  filial  subjec- 
tion, to  the  will  of  God  concerning  you!  Satisfied  that 
He  dotti  all  things  well,  may  y pu  come  daily  to 
God  as  your  exceeding  joy;  and  while  the  glofy  of 
the  world  is  passing  away,  let  your  song  be,  ^'  How 
excellent  is  thy  loving  kindness,  O  God!"  May 
you,  with  your  soul  resting  on  his  promise  as 
the  faithful  $taff  of  your  pilgrimage,  pr^ss  through 
(he  wilderness,  and  at  lost,  holding  fast  the- 
profession  of  your  faith  without  wavering,  pass: 
over  Joi*dan  J  We  have  reason  to  deplore  the. 
state  of  many^  whose  peape  arisen  from  ignoiraiKe 
and  inconaideration :  the  strong  man  armed,  for  a 
time^  keepeth  his  palace,  and  his  goods  are  in  peace ; 
but  it  is  aQ  unfounded  and  delusive  peace :  it  va* 
nishes  before  the  light ;  it  cannqt  abide  the  bright- 
ness of  Christ's  coming,  either  as  a  Saviour  or  as  a 
Judge.  But  when  ^*  He  giveth  quietness,  who  then 
can  make  trouble?"  Many  will  attempt  it :  the  lioiv 
with  dreadful  roar;  the  serpent  with  his  crafty  wjies ;. 
the  frowning  or  fawning,  world;  the  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
lief^ deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  iyic(c-^ 
ed.  But  though  myriads  of  enemies  should  w'^ta 
make  trouble,  if  He  be  near  who  justifies  us  f  if  jGod 
command  peace,  who  worketh  all  things  after  the 
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counsel  of  hi8  own  will  j  if  the  power  of  Christ  rest 
upon  us,  envy  shall  rage  in  vain  :  we  may  pro-, 
claim  to  all  around,  Our  God  is  in  the  heavens ;  he 
hath  done,  and  he  will  do,  whatsoever  he  will. 
*-  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is 
stayed  on  thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  thee."  What 
enjoyment  like  this  is  to  be  found  on  the  highest  pinna- 
cle of  earthly  felicity  ?  Has  the.  world  a  favourite  that 
can  challenge  the  universe,.and  presume  tosay,  "Who 
ghall  trouble  me?"  Alas!  conscience  ere  long  will 
trouble  him,  which  now  slumbers  within  his  own 
breast.  There  are  dire  diseases,  too,  inherent  in  his 
iramey  which,  at  the  summons  of  Heaven,  would  ef*r 
Actually  silence  his  proud  boasting.  Death  will  soon 
troublehim;*and  awful  Eternity,  with  the  dreadful  cup 
of  God's  treasured  wrath,  will  produce  trembling, 
horrorv  tod  despair,  for  ever  and  for  evqr.  "  There 
is  no  peace  to  the  wicked^  saith  my  God."  Of 
how  many,  whose  situation  is  regarded  even  as 
enviable,  may  it  be  said,  "  The  way  of  peace  have 
they  not  known."  You  and  I  are  in  the  wilderness 
^s  well  as  they:  mc  are  travelling,  too,  in  a  land  of 
drought,  a  trackless  waste,  amidst  thorns,  and 
briers,  and  pits,  and  savage  beasts  of  prey,  and  dark- 
ness and  death  ;  yet,  bles;&ed  be  God,  not  without  a 
guide,  a  sure  defence,  a  tried  promise,  and  provisions 
that  can  never  fail.  O  the  riches  of  the  grace  of  God ! 
What  wnetched  vagrants  are  the  world's  chief  fa vou- 
tUcs,  cx^sed'to  eternal  evils,  and  perishing  with 
•want :  Svhile  an  Israelite  indeed,  however  outwardly 
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poor  and  despised  of  the  world,  yet,  in  reference  to 
his  hidden  life,  travels  in  a  style  incomparably  sur- 
passing all  the  glory  of  the  m  qrW  !  His  is  a  royal 
chariot,  paved  with  love;  his  guards  are  shining 
angels.  The  heavens  drop  down  bread  for  him,  more 
delicious  than  that  which  angels  eat:  he  drinks 
honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  of  the  flinty  rock. 
He  follows  in  the  army  of  the  Eternal  God,  in 
the  rear  o(  patriarchs  and  prophets,  and  apostles 
and  martyrs,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made 
perfect:  he  is  travelling  with  faith  and  flaming  zeal 
towards  heaven.  Glorious  is  tliat  faitli,  which  bears 
his  soul  above  desponding  fear,  while  pressing  to 
reach  the  heavenly  goal,  and  longing  to  be  there. 
Surely  it  becomes  Zion's  travellers  to  indulge  a  grate- 
ful frame  :  '*  Yea,  they  shall  sing  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord,  for  great  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord."  Sing  you 
too,  my  friend,  and  let  Grace  be  your  song;  Grace, 
whether  thy  heavenly  Father  appear  to  smile  or  to 
frown;  Grace  in  its  gifts,  and  in  its  bereavements; 
in  its  promises,  and  in  its  prospects :  and  sing  thou 
too,  my  soul,  and  with  grateful,  thankful  ardour^ 
say  continually,  Let  the  Lord  be  magnified !  A 
few  conflicts  more,  and  our  harps  shall  be  tuned 
to  louder  and  sweeter  songs;  and  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  that  multitude  which  no  n\an  can  num- 
ber, we  shall  sing  of  that  love  which  here  can  never 
be  told. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  BOWIPEN. 
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LETIER   XL. 


TO   MRS.  S- 


HY  PEAR  FRIEKD, 

I  HAVE  rejoiced,  and  I  do  rejoice,  in  your  ex- 
perience of  the  tender  mercy  of  a  covenant  God. 
You  have  had  your  griefs,  but  you  have  found  con- 
solations too.  Your  burden  has  been  heavy,  but  God 
has  put  strength  in  you,  You  have  been  in  the 
field  of  conflict,  but  you  have  not  been  overcome. 
You  have  been  tried,  but  not  rejected,  and  I  trust 
you  can  say,  that  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the  preva- 
lence of  light,  life,  and  love  in  your  soul,  bearetb 
witness  with  your  Spirit,  when  you  say,  ^*  It  is  good 
for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted.*'  It  is,  indeed, 
good,  even  to  be  separated  from  the  most  lovely  and 
endeared  earthly  fiiends,  if  that  loss  be  repaired 
by  an  increased  knowledge  of  the  love  of  Christ. 
It  is  good  to  be  emptied  of  all  that  is  excellent  in 
the  creature,  if,  as  the  blessed  effect,  we  are  filM 
with  all  the  fulness  of  God.  Who  would  not  bless 
the  hand  of  a  Saviour,  that  should  put  clay  on  his 
eyes,  and  seaj  them  up  from  the  view  of  the  dearest 
creature-delights,  nay  though  he  should  seal  them  up 
in  deathy  if  it  were  to  open  them  in  the  vision  of  the 
glory  of  God  ?  Our  improved  acquaintance  and  fel- 
lowship with  God,  and  conformity  to  him,  is  his  gra- 
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cious  design  in  all  his  dispensations.  He  h^s  been 
passing  by  you,  in  dispensations  peculiarly  instructive 
and  quiclcening.  He  has  been  calling  unto  you  to 
come  near,  to  con)e  much  nearer,  to  hear  his  voices 
to  feel  his  power,  to  taste  his  love,  to  see  more  of 
his  purpose  and  of  his  heart,  and  to  enjoy  more  in- 
timate and  endeared  fellowship  with  him.  You  can 
now,  I  trust,  stand  still,  and  see,  in  thankful  review, 
the  salvation  of  God.  You  had  never  known  so 
much  of  God :  you  had  never  found  such  sweetness, 
in  hb  word :  you  had  neter  poured  out  your  soul 
before  him  with  such  humility,  with  such  wrestling 
importunity,  bad  never  cleaved  to  him  with  such 
longing  desire,  nor  received  such  condescending  visits 
Arom  him»  had  he  not  brought  you  into  the  wilder- 
ness, and  placed  you  in  mournful  solitude.  While 
I  condole,  then,  your  loss  as  now  left  alone,  it  must 
be  your  joy  and  my  joy  that  the  Father  is  with  jfoti. 
*^  Thy  Maker  is  thy  Husband,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
bis  name  :'*  his  grace,  his  condescension,  his  love, 
bis  wisdom,  his  power,  his  truth,  arc  all  unchange* 
able  and  infinite.  Resign  yourself,  then,  to  his 
conduct,  give  him  your  confidence,  dnd  give  him 
your  heart  Practically  yield  yourlelf  to  him,  and 
seek  your  all  in  him.  Estimate  your  advantage  or 
your  loss,  not  by  what  of  the  creature,  but  by  what 
of  God  you  possess  and  enjoy.  '*  Delight  thyself 
in  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  give  thee  the  desire  of  thine 
heart  Commit  thy  vfay  also  unto  the  Lord  :  trust 
also  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass/'  O !  it  is  a 
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mercy  W  have  a  mind  made  ivilling  to  choose  so 
good  a  part,  to  walk  in  such  company,  to  drink  at 
such  a  fountain,  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God !  What  a  mercy  to  be  drawn  by  endearing 
smiles,  and  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises, 
to  intimate  fellowship  with  such  a  God.  Nay, 
what  a  ftiercy  to  be  driven  by  frowns,  and  distressful 
storms,  into  such  a  hiding  place !  Indeed,  this  best 
of  friends  is  best  known  in  adversity.  His  kindest 
visits,  liis  most  gracious  smiles,  and  his  largest  be- 
stowments,  are  granted  to  his  people^  when  -desti* 
tute  and  afflicted.  With  him  ^^  the  fatherless  findeth 
mercy,"  Times  of  severe  trial  seemc  to  be  coming 
on  the  Church  of  Christ  in  tliis  country.  The  storm 
is  gathering.  Nothing  but  the  power  of  God  can 
prevent  the  bursting  of  the  cloud ;  but  his  arm  is 
not  shortened,  nor  hb  ear  heavy.  O  !  for  the  spirit 
of  prayer ;  for  interceding  Abrahams  and  wrestling 
Jacobs  !  I  trust,  we  have  yet  many  of  them.  I 
hope,  if  a  sifting  time  should  come,  there  will  be 
much  corn  found  among  the  chaff.  Hoii-ever  severe 
the  conflict,  there  shall  not  the  least  grain  fall  upon 
the  earth.  A  little  time  will  reveal  with  more  cer* 
tainty  the  will  of  God  respecting  these  things.  Let 
us  sing  ''Jehovah  Jireh :  in  the  mount  it  shall  be 


sejjn.*' 


I  am,  &c. 

J*  BOWDEK. 
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LETTER  XLL 


TO  MRS.  S- 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

It  is,  indeed,  my  delight  to  hold  communion 
with  the  people  of  God,  and  especially  to  lead 
mourners  in  Zion  to  those  wells  of  salvation  whence 
the  Spirit  of  Grace  has  enabled  me  to  derive  season- 
nble  comfort  and  relief.  When  I  review  the  cir- 
cumstances of  your  trial,  I  see  enough  to  awaken 
iBvery  tender  sentiment;  yet  assuredly  there  is  such 
a  discovery  of  the  fatherly  kindness  and  mercy  of 
God  to  you,  as  calls  for  heartfelt  gratitude,  and 
encourages  very  lively  and  enlarged  expectation. 
From  the  sanctified  loss  of  one  endeared  earthly 
comfort,  you  first  found  a  place  among  God's 
dear  children.  O !  blessed  necessity  which 
makes  us  let  earth  go,  that  we  may  lay  hold  of 
heaven !  It  is  great  mercy  to  wound  the  heart, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  healed  with  consola* 
dons  so  divine.  Perhaps  you  might  have  regard- 
ed thk  as  a  signal,  that  the  richest  blessings  of 
your  future  life,  the  richest  manifestations  of  the 
love  of  God,  were  to  be  conveyed  to  you  through 
the  medium  of  affliction.  However,  vou  have  hi- 
therto  found  it  sb :  you  have  now  been  called  to  re- 
sigir  your  most  endeared  earthly  comfort.  Nature 
startqd  back,  struggled,  and  would  have  declmed 
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the  surrender.  But  faith  reminded  you  that  He  call- 
ed for  it  who  gave  it,  who  gave  himself  for  you,  and 
has  given  himself  unto  you;  that iTe  called  for  it,  unto 
whom  you  had  vowed  the  surrender  of  all  you  are,  and 
of  all  you  have;  and  who  knew*  infinitely  better  than 
yourself,  how  to  perform  all  things,  so  as  to  secure 
the  best  interest  of  your  soul.  Faith  reminded  you, 
that  he  would  make  all  grace  abound  towards  you, 
and  do  for  you  exceeding  abundantly  beyond  all 
you  can  ask  or  think.  Faith  prevailed  :  you  laid 
your  Isaac  on  the  altar,  though  with  a  trembling 
iieart,  crying,  '^  Father,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou 
wilt!"  And  now,  what  ^ays  your  judgment?  Great 
EB  the  sacrifice  is,  is  it  too  great  for  God,  your  Re- 
deemer, to  expect?  What  says  your  experience? 
Solitary  and  gloomy,  in  outward  respecta,  as  the 
▼ale  of  conflict  has  been,  has  God»  indeed,  forgot- 
ten to  be  gracious  ?  Rather^  have  you  not  reason 
to  record  the  condescension  atid  tender  mercy,  with 
which  he  has  rejieved  your  cares,  and  sustained  and 
cheered  your  burthened  spirit?  Your  strongest  tid 
to  earth  is  dissolved,  but  you  have  more  intimate 
communion  with  Heaven.  You  come  to  God  with 
more  of  a  praying  heart :  your  soul  waiteth  upon 
Ood  with  more  earnest  expectation,  and  you  lean 
Upon  him  with  more  child-like  dependence.  You  go 
to  God  with  a  heart  more  emptied  of  earth ;  and 
you  cry^  with  increased  fervour,  "  O  God,  thou 
art  xxv^  God  !"  You  more  sensibly  feel  your  need 
*f  hfan :  your  soul  followeth  hard  after  him ;  and 
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you  have  been  kept  from  despondency  and  over- 
>v  helming  grief,  because  his  right  hand  upheld  you. 
Never,  perhaps,  had  you  been  brought  so  near  to 
God,  in  the  life  of  faith,  nor  have  known  so  much 
of  the  sweetness  of  his  promises,  and  the  conde- 
scension of  his  grace,  if  he  had  not  brought  you 
into  such  deep  adversity,  and  made  the  world  a 
wilderness  unto  you.  But  now  you  find  in  the  foun- 
tain much  more,  since  the  streams  have  failed  to  give. 
In  your  solitary  path  your  cheered  spirit  cries,  "  O 
my  God,  I  am  a  stranger  with  thee,  and  a  sojourner, 
as  all  my  fathers  were!"  Well,  be  it  so.  With 
such  a  fountain  near,  you  cannot  want  Leaning 
on  the  arm  of  such  a  friend,  and  encouraged  by  his 
gracious  words,  you  will  feel  your  strength  renewed. 
Experience  will  feed  your  faith,  and  furnish  yoa 
ivith  many  a  song  in  this  house  of  your  pilgrimage 
Why  does  God  so  often  disappoint  our  expectaticms 
from  the  creature,  but  that  he  may  bring  us  nearer 
to  himself;  that  our  hearts  may  rest  in  him,  tliat  we 
may  practically  be  what  we  profess,  and  that  we 
may  find  in  our  sweet  experience  what  God  has 
promised?  May  your  soul,  cleaving,  with  yet  stronger 
aflfection  and  faith,  to  God,  sweetly  resigned  to  hit 
will,  find  increasing  reason  to  sing  of  judgment  and 
of  mercy !  Your  mind  will  solace  itself  in  the 
thought  of  Heaven,  of  your  dear  departed  friends 
there,  of  perfect  rest  there,  of  communion  with  Je- 
sus there.     O  blessed  interview ! 
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Hit  own  soft  hand  hhal\  wipe  the  tears 

From  every  weeping  eye. 
And  pains,  and  groans,  and  griefs,  and  fears. 

And  death  itself  shall  die. 

I  am,  &c. 


J.  BOWiiEy* 


LETTER  XLIL 


TO  MRS.  D- 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

The  concern  I  have  felt,  relating  to  the  un- 
comfortable state  of  your  mind,  constrains  mc  to 
seize  the  earliest  opportunity  of  replying  to  your 
statement.  Your  mind,  I  perceive,  feels  perplexed, 
disappointed,  and  discouraged,  while  viewing  ttie 
dealings  of  God  with  you.  You  have  not  been  fa- 
voured with  those  manifestations  of  the  love  of  God 
which  would  have  furnished  the  evidence  and  comfort 
you  want :  you  are  called  to  walk  in  darkness,  yet  are 
not  solitary :  you  may  hear  on  every  hand^  the  moans 
of  God's  children  in  the  like  situation  ;  nay,  and 
there  is  the  voice  of  their  Leader  and  yours,  with 
strong  crying  and  tears,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me ! "  Yet  amidst  the  extreme 
horrors  of  this  darkness,  there  is  found  a  rest- 
ing place:  God  is  just  and  wise,  faithful  and 
good.     <'  But  thou  art  holy,  O  thou  that  inhabitest 
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the  praises  of  Israel ! "  God's  tried  people  exchange 
their  moans  and  tears  for  songs  and  joys^  as  fast 
as  the  book  of  God's  procedure  opens  before  them. 
At  present,  you  are  at  a  loss  to  explain  God's  dealings 
with  you :  they  are  not  answerable  to  your  expecta- 
tions, and  you  scarcely  think  them  to  be  in  harmony 
with  his  own  promises :  then  let  us  look  into  the 
word  of  promise,  and  inquire  if  it  be  not  the  word  of 
truth.  I  know  none  more  to  the  point,  or  more  pre- 
cious than  that  in  Psal.  xxxvii,  ],  *'  Delight  thy- 
self also  in  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  give  thee  the 
desire  of  thy  heart."  The  desire  of  your  heart  is, 
*^  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
ui)on  me  !  "  Yet  in  vain  you  pray  and  look  up.  It  is 
possible  you  are  expecting  what  God  s  truth  in  this 
promise  is  not  engaged  to  give :  look  again  into  the 
qualifications  stated  in  the  former  clause,  ^*  Delight 
thyself  in  the  Lord : "  It  seems  to  import,  Let  the  desire 
and  delight  of  thy  soul  center  in  the  Lord;  let  his  image, 
his  spirit,  his  love,  be  thine  '*  all  in  all;"  and  thou 
shalt  suffer  no  final  disappointment :  thy  largest  de^ 
sires  shall  be  fulhllcd.  I  gather  from  the  promise, 
that  they  enjoy  most  of  God,  who  have,  the  purest 
and  mo$t  undivided  love  to  him;  and  on  tlie  other 
hand,  that  many  mourn  the  want  of  the  manifestation 
of  love,  because  of  something  that  needs  to  be  cor- 
rected in  them.  **  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 
so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him."  The  child 
who  loves,  and  is  dearly  beloved  of  its  parent,  has 
Ml  some   respect  offended ;   and  his  temper  is  noi 
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fully  subdued :  yet  grieving  and  sobbing,  he  in)'* 
plores  the  renewal  of  his  parent's  caresses.  Perhaps 
the  parentis  fond  affection  would  be  gratified  in  an 
immediate  compliance ;  but  his  wiser  love  consults 
the  forming  the  mind  of  h*is  child  to  a  happier  tem- 
per. He  wishes  him  to  be  less  self-willed  and  fret« 
ful,  and  more  satisfied  with  the  will  of  his  parents ; 
therefore,  for  the  present,  he  denies  himself  in  denying 
his  child.  Now  review  the  dispensation  you  have 
been  under.  That  God,  whose  you  are,  who  is  your 
Redeemer,  your  Benefactor,  your  Father, — who  has 
aboundedtowardsyou  in  the  blessings  of  hisprovidence 
and  grace,  and  has  reserved  for  you  treasures  of  ever- 
lasting glory, — called  for  a  sacrifice,  and,  though  one 
of  the  fairest  flowers  in  your  garden,  he  had  reason 
to  expect  it  to  be  on  your  part  a  free-will  offering.  He 
meant  to  receive  your  dear  child,  to  be  with  him 
where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory  ;  and  to  recompense 
your  gift  with  so  much  of  himself  and  of  his  Spirit  as 
should  exceed  its  value  an  hundred  fold  more,  even 
in  this  life ;  and  withal  there  was  so  much  love  in 
the  manner  of  his  embracing  and  kissing  the  offer- 
ing away,  that  it  might  have  been  expected  you 
would  have  felt  as  the  disciples  did  when  they  had 
witnessed  the  glorious  ascension  of  their  Master: 
"  They  returned  to  Jerusalem  with  great  joy,  and 
were  continually  in  the  temple  praising  and  blessing 
God."  I  am  very  far  from  meaning  to  censure  you^ 
1  have  to  lament  my  own  infirmities,  and  therefore 
can  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  yours ;    and  so 
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can,  and  so  ^iU,  that  great  High  Priest,  who  is  able 
to  do  for  you  exceeding  abundantly  beyond  all 
you  can  ask  or  think ;  but  my  advice  is,  Let  your 
first  and  most  important  request  be,  that  your  heart 
may  be  emptied  of  earth,  of  self,  of  sin,  and  be  £11* 
ed  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  directed  into  his  love. 
You  will  now  see,  that  your  affection  was,  in  ati  undu^ 
manner,  lodged  in  this  earthen  vessel:  it  will  bft 
your  wisdom  and  blessedness  to  say,  '*  Return  untd 
thy  rest,  O  my  soul  !'*  And  when  your  tears  arfe 
wiped  away,  and  your  soul  with  sweet  complacency 
cries,  "  Blessed  be  the  nanie  of  the  Lord !"  his  love 
will  be  no  longer  restrained:  it  will  open  many  springs 
of  rich  consolation,  and  you  will  entertain  many  u 
message  of  your  Father's  love,  and  eat  angels'  food. 
God  will  pour  his  Spirit  on  you,  and  give  you 
great  peace  within :  he  will  shew  you  that  his  heart 
is  love,  and  that  he  hath  done  all  things  well. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  BOWDEN. 


LETTER  XLIIL^ 


to  MRS.  m 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Though  I  could  not  addrests  you  by  letter  so 
5oon  as  I  wished,  my  mind  with  much  tender  aSectiofl 
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has  often  been'  with  you.  But  now,  reviewing  the 
alarm,  the  shock,  the  agony  of  distress  you  must  have 
suffered^  the  earthquake,  the  whirlwind,  and  tbestorm, 
that  have  torn  up  the  cedar  of  your  lot,  you  will  be 
able,  my  friend,  I  hope,  to  indulge  with  me  in  calm 
reflection.  Your  mind  will  be  composed,  and  your 
ear  open,  to  listen  to  the  still  small  voice  of  God's 
paternal  mercy  and  love.  Truly,  you  have  borne 
the  yoke  of  affliction  from  your  youth.  I  trust  it 
will  be  found  to  have  been  good  for  you«  You  had 
scarcely  entered  on  the  world,  before  you:  found  it  to 
be  a  M  ilderness :  a  cloud  was  drawn  over  your  flat- 
tering prospects,  and  when,  with  eager  desire,  you  tast- 
ed the  first  spring  that  promised  delight,  you  found 
tlie  ^  ater,  Marah,  bitter.  Have  you  proved  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  cross  of  Christ?  Have  you  cast  that  tree 
into  the  fountain  of  these  waters  ?  Can  you  proclaim 
the  virtue  of  the  blood  of  sprinkling  to  sanctify  your 
sorrow,  and  cleanse  your  heart?  Had  I  looked 
only,  or  chiefly,  to  things  that  are  seen,  I  should 
ever  have  regarded  yours  as  a  hard  lot :  for  peace, 
you  have  had  great  bitterness :  but  God,  whose  ways 
are  all  judgment,  chose  your  lot,  and  appointed  you 
to  much  labour  and  sorrow.  Perhaps,  in  love  to  your 
soul,  he  did  this:  he  saw  that  an  earthly  paradise,  with 
all  the  sensual  ease  and  delight  it  would  afford,  would 
give  the  old  serpent  too  much  advantage  over  you: 
he  saw  that  you  needed  restraining  and  preventijjg 
mercy,  and  he  would  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted 
above  what  you  were  able  to  bear.    He  saw,  that  if 
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earth  presents  little  else  toyoq  but  thorns  and*  briers, 
yon  would  then  think  of  seeking  a  better  country, 
and  inquire,  with  a  determined  mind,  the  way  to 
it  Therefore,  he  prepared  for  you  a  bitjter  cup  :  a 
wholesome  medicine,  I  trust,  it  has  proved.  He 
who  hears  the  sighing  of  the  prisoners,  perhaps  has 
often  witnessed  the  sorrows  and  prayers  of  your  op- 
pressed soul.  Many  times  have  I  entertained  a 
lively  persuasion  that  God  was  preparing  the  way 
for  the  manifestation  of  himself  in  your  salvation. 
Shall  I-  hope  that  your  erics  for  deliverance  are  now 
louder  than  ever?  Then  hear  what  God  the  Lord 
.will  speak.  He  is  nigh  to  them  who  are  of  a  broken 
heart:  be  will,  by  his  gracious  and  powerful  word, 
revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble.  **  Your  soul  shall 
live  that  seek  God.**  You  will  seek  him  and  find 
him.  Thy  Maker  will  be  thy  Husband,  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  is  his  Name :  his  arm  will  sustain  you,  his 
servants  will  serve  you,  his  treasures  will  enrich  you  : 
Himself  will  be  youi"  exceeding  joy,  and  the  love  of 
his  heart  will  flow  to  you  in  a  thousand  channels  ; 
sweetening  your  creature-enjayments,  and  sanctify- 
ing your  sorrows.  Make  him  your  all  in  all :  He 
will  leave  no  want  unsuppli^d,  no  care  unrelieved  : 
he  will  cast  your  sins  behind  his  back,  nay,  even 
into  the  boundless  bottomless  sea  of  Jesus'  blood  : 
he  will  ^ve  you  the  spirit  of  adoption,  the  pledge 
of  everlasting  love.  My  dear  ffiend,  I  long  to  know 
whether  your  soul  be  brought  near  to  God  ;  whether 
jou  deeply^  and  in  every  view,  feel  your  need  of 
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him,  and  love  biaiy  and  seek  him,  and  long  to  enjoy 
him,  in  bis  word  and  ordinances,  in  secret,  and  in 
social  duties.  Oh!  this  is  the  way  of  peace:  it  is 
the  one  tiling  needinl ;  it  is  needful  for  yourself;  it  is 
needful  for  your  tender  charge.  No  Father  so 
loving  and  so  powerful,  as  our  Father  who  is  in 
heaven  :  he  would  be  a  sanctuary  to  your  dear  babes. 
No  Shepherd  so  gracious,  as  the  great  Shepherd  of 
souls:  he  would  gather  the  lambs  with  his  ann, 
and  carry  them  in  his  bosom.  Oh !  seek  him^  and 
he  will  be  found  of  you ;  seek  him,  until  he  shall 
have  sweetly  said  to  your  soul,  '^  I  am  thy  salva- 
tion ! ''  Then  my  heart  shall  rejoice  with  yours,  and 
your  joy  no  one  shall  take  from  you.  With  tender 
affection,  my  dear  young  friend, 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 

J.  BOWBEN* 


LETTER  XLIV. 


TO  MRS.  W' 


I  HAVii.  had  repeated  hints,  my  dear  friend,  of 
your  bodily  indisposition,  and  though  I  am  far  re- 
moved from  you,  and  have  not  the  particular  know- 
ledge of  your  case  that  I  could  wish,  I  fed  great 
solicitude,  and  would  wish  to  minister  something 
by  which  the  God  of  consolation  may  be  pleased 
to  strengthen  the  hands  that  hang  down.  If  there 
be  any  apparent  uncertainty  as  to  the  issue  of  this 
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visitation,  I  know  that  you  would  feel  the  burden  of 
care  much  increased  by  your  tender  finxiety  as  a 
parent.  May  the  Lord,  that  healeth  graciously, 
visit  you  with  his  salvation,  and  long  continue  to 
communicate  the  rich  bestouments  of  bis  fatherly 
love  to  your  dear  children !  However,  his  will  is 
holy,  just,  and  good :  it  depends  not  on  second 
causes ;  the  Lord  of  Hosts  knows  how  to  supply  the 
failure  of  instruments.  It  is  enough  to  have  the 
eternal  word  of  the  eternal  God,  though  every  other 
support  give  way ;  especially  to  have  that  word 
received,  embraced,  and  bound  to  our  heart, 
as  our  choicest  cordial,  the  pillar  of  our  confi- 
dence and  our  joy.  He  hath  said,  in  accents  the 
most  gracious,  '^  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  to  thy 
seed  after  thee."  The  promise  is  unto  you,  and 
unto  your  children.  Have  you  not  times  of  so* 
lemn  devotion  in  remain brance,  wherein  you  have, 
in  a  personal  and  parental  regard,  taken  hold  of  the 
promises  and  of  the  strength  of  the  Lord  in  the  pro* 
mise  ?  Have  you  not  an  inward  testimony  to  the  inte* 
grity  of  your  heart,  in  walking  before  the  Lord  ?  And 
have  you  not  known  some  seasons  of  special  endear- 
ment, wherein  you  have  been  brought  near  to  God, 
have  been  enabled  to  adopt  the  fi*ee  address  of  a  child, 
to  plead  tbe  promise,  to  ]iean  upon  it,  tind  have  found 
I'est  to  your  apul?  Though  in  a  g^eral  review  yoti 
have  much  infirmity,  and  darknefti,  and  deadness  ta 
complain  o^  yet,  perhaps,  you  can  trace  at  some 
jseasons  siidi discoveries  of  lights  and  fife,*  ^qd  bve^ 
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as  prpve  the  reality  of  the  grace  of  Cfiritft  In  yoa, 
though  not  in'  the  sensible  manner  you  couid  imb. 
That  blessed  Redeemer's  time,  I  tnist,  is  now  cOm^ 
or  comingy  for  the  brighter  miantfestations  of  his 
love.  He  hath  not  brought  you  into  the  wilder^ 
ness  without  a  gracious  purpose.  Look  up  to 
him,  though  with  tears  and  penitent  'eupplicatioB ; 
look  up  with  faith  and  hope.  With  his*  promise 
in  your  heart,  represent  to  him  your  frailty,  your 
fear,  and  trembling;  your  insufliciency  as  It  broken 
reed  to  sustain  ^he  bijrden  you  are  called  t^  bear* 
Cry  to  him,  *^  Lord,  help  me !  let  thy  promise  re- 
vive my  hope,  confirm  my  faith,  and  dbtil  in  re- 
freshing dews  on  my  soul/'  My  dear  cousin,! 
trust  there  is  a  design  of  special  mercy  in  itm  visi- 
tation. ^'  The  Lord  is  gopd ;  a  strong  hold  in  the 
time  of  trouble,  and  blessed  are  all  they  who  trust 
in  him.  '*  When  he  intends  the  most  gracious  visits, 
he  often  comes  in  clouds  and  darkness.  '^  Though 
he  cause  grief,  yet  will  he  have  compassion  accord- 
ing to  the  multitude  of  his  mercies."  Oh !  how 
great  are  his  mercies !  how  sweet,  bow  strong  his 
consolations,  when  he  reveals  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance !  Amidst  the  night  of  affliction,  the  heaviest 
burden,  then,  no  longer  is  oppressive;  the  mind  be- 
comes tranquil  amidst  stormy  care.  You,  my  dear, 
though  a  feeble  reed,  bruised  by  many  sorrows, 
when  he  reveals  himself,  will  want  neither  strenc^tb 
nor  courage:  you  will  cast  your  burden  upon  the 
I^rd,  you  will  lean  upon  his '  arm,  and  ^  rest  upon 
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his  trotb/  and  feel  a  blest  repose,  while  you  say, 
'^  Here  am  I,  let  him  do  with  me  as  seemeth  good 
unto  him/'    I  trust  his  will  is  your  recovery;  but 
I  know  it  is  more  than  that ;  it  is  your  sanctifi- 
cation;   and  is  not  this  enough?    This,'  with  an 
entail  of  rich  blessings  on  your  dear  children!    Oh! 
seek  the  Lord !  call  upon  him,    plead  with  him, 
think  affectionately  and  thankfully  of  him,  and  wait 
for  him.'    I  have  witnessed  so  much^  in  several  in* 
stances,  very  lately,  of  his  tender  mercy,  in  times 
of  affliction,  that  I  feel  encouraged,  when  clouds 
arise,  to  expect  some  special  manifestation  of  the 
power  and  grace  of  God.    The  Lord  be  with  you, 
and  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  you  I    Were  it  his 
pleasure,  I  should  rejoice,  as  his  messenger,  to  pre-* 
pare  his  way  before  him ;  but  if  you  seek  him,  he 
will  be  found  of  you. 

I  am,  my  dear  cousin, 
Sea.  &€. 

J.  BOWb£N. 


t 


LETTER    XLV. 


TO  MRs: 


Mr  heart  rejoices,  my  dear  Madam,  while  I 
write,  to  think-that  you  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesuii  6hriBt»;   May  you  know  moie  aad  mors! 


4M  BOWP£«*)l  MH4INS. 

Every  cloud  of  dtfitreaaful  dput)t  a^  fear  wUl,  in 
t\ie  Lord  6  own  timet  ^  betore  tlie  brightneps  of 
his  appearing.       We  ivfuit  to  eonverse  mere  witii 
him  in  his  word,  t»  tface  the  wondrous  BtQps  of  bis 
huintt^tk)n,*~to  donteiqplate  his  k>v«,*-^-^  see  the 
foimtaiq  ^wing, — to  have  the  testuoopy  of  tjboea 
tbf^t  h^fe  pfoved  its  ^ficaoy,-^tQ  iiic  our  eye  on 
that   living,    t^at   ppecioijis .  CorMr^tooe,   wl^b 
God  ha3  laid  m  ZiQn,~aiid  to  feed  tpop  tbo^ 
promises  whereiii  God  h^  providied.for  the  Mtftmg 
consolation  of  those  who  fl9e  to  him  iindar  ftistr^ss- 
fal  alarm.    We  wai94  Tery  aUeisitiveJy  aad  minute^, 
to  observe  the  eoodqat  of  his  providcm^e  i^spactiQg 
usp  to  see  hi^  hand  ^d  bow  to  his  will  i^  ail  that 
concerns  us ;  and  we  want  mpFe  ilaioediitte  ^oit- 
ship  with  his  people,  to.  be  epot^rsflvit  with  tbeir 
hopes  and  fears,  their  griefs  and  conflict^.    Ik  is  good 
for  us  to  come  to  the.  spirits  of  jiist  men  made  per- 
fect, and  in  the  light  qC  t^uUi  to  realize  tlie  victory, 
and  the  personal  perfections,  and  the  sources  of  un- 
measurable  joy  they  have  attained  to — the  light  that 
shines  upon  theni.     Yon  wM,  Madam^  I  trust,  find 
internal  evidence  prevail,  and  faith  strengthen,  while, 
through  such  mediuina  as  ^w^  y^Ur  heboid  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.     This  fountain  we  need  daily  to  wash 
in;  this  foundation  we  ni^ed  be  continually  comiog 
to :  it  is  a  living  foundation ;  and  if  we  truly  rest 
Upptiit^  ijb/vfiU  ip^k^  us.  IiivQly  >taK)e|.'  Ti^s  bread 
mui^t  be  our  daily  food;   tb»| ^^  of  Pivij^  J^ra 
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the  bread  OQ  tb#  table  af  t^  Lord»  in  kit  saactaary^ 
were  wiM)  yoM  UHXV  lUftuNiaiit;    that  the  aacred 
^P . ww^  ,iHif!M  t^  i^m  wi^  ft  ftronger  flame ;  rad 
tbM  the  fy^  pn  (b^  filtar  VfA  fouod  efi'cHial  to  m* 
M^nae  ^^ery .  sa^^ofi?*^  you.  preaeok     I  trist  you  aie 
6^  1^4  :SQ«etiin4s.  qy^kme^L  and  warmed,  under 
tb^  iiuaiptry , q( gopd  ]|l«« .N'O-'  ■«     I  have  no  dcuibl 
IhU  a^meltiiBffb.^hy  the  ooliHeaiog  power  of  Dhrini 
iait^  iu^yoifr  q«!0  tt)i0ii»:  yOa  .<:oiidude  thai^  coal 
from  \l^  altar  baa  tQftichod*bia  lifMi^    May  the  blesa*^ 
lag  bOrftiundiPtoro  Md  morci  jabundani !    But  what 
shall  ¥f0  aay  of  the  othoff  4pla€e?    Is  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  the«*er    Can  eaodour : ilieiii,  itt  the  revioiif 
of  facts,    and  influeoesd .  hy .  DiTine   Ime,   mdjmk 
it  is  so  ?    There  caooqt.  lediain  a  question  but  it 
is  otherwise.. .  While,  therefore,  I  feel  interested  in 
what  relates  to  the  honour  of  Him  whose  wondrous 
love  has,  I  trust,  for  eitf  bound  my  heart  to  him, 
I  cannot  cautiously  shrink  back  from  known  duty, 
from  a  fear  of  iuptmapg  gM^tffle;    My  Lord  made 
an  entire  sacrifice  of  his  good  Name  in  the  cause  of 
my  salvation,  and  he  renieivtieni  what  I  have  often 
vowed.    There  truly  is  no  service  within  my  power 
thai  I  would  witbihflM»  na  ihazard  that  I  would  de- 
qUu?,  if  I  canU  be.  ia :  any  degree  instruiaentalf  ij) 
faH)oving:tbe)f vi)[  I  so  mufdLdiploni.   I  ani  ap()f«nml 
^your  peculiar  aitualkaii     YQjU:are  encompassed 
with  restraints,  and  impediments :  perhaps  otbeA 
have  theira^    Butwbatfiaral  these  befeie  asense^^tf 
ditty  MidLtboJoio.o(  Ghiisfc^;  ViMriflo  aa  lSia»psott% 


cords'  when  the*  %>tril  o^^  God'^-eanra^  -upon  him. 
However,  everyctodeayouriAM^dbeeiBpIoyed  to  unite 
tbe-fheiid»  of  the  Goapel,  ftnd,  if  posribley  to-enliFen 
their  zeal  and  add  to  their  number;  *  I  hope,  bow* 
ever,  that  they  cannot  bear  them  that  ^are  evil.  O 
that  their  united  addreates  eould*  be  often  'ascending^ 
to  God !  I  This  especially  would  bea  token  of  foodr 
I:ih6pe  iBuch  of  this  idoeiise  -is  daily  aacending 
from  theii!  eloaets,  and  '.trdly^  I  should' rejoice  ivith 
them^  should  J  be.  fovoured  'tt>  aee^  tbe  return  of 
prayer  in  this  lieapect.^  The  hintS'Lha^edrof^ied, 
as  far  ftt  i  imoW  my  own  heei%  faove-boen  impelled 
by  Jove  lOiCbrist  «Ad  to<^  oiuie  y  and  as  -truly  by 
^idared  afiection  to  myifriend. ' 
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.  ,  I  TH AK  K  you,  my  deac  frieod^  for  the  &vbur  of 
ypur  letter.:  The  unreserved  cooiimunicatiou  of 
your,  ^entimeatsand' feelings  relating-to  these  great 
subjects,  SB  it  may/ in  itself  be  relieving  to  yow 
mindy.  so  it  .will,  conduce  to  what  is  my  Master^s 
pleasure  an4.my;own. .:  Withresptfct  to  those  pecu- 
li^dofitiipe9:tQ.if}uQhytmJrefi^  (hat 


you  will  do  all  you  can  to  divert  your  regards  from 
tbem.  Tbey  are  secret  tbings,  and  belong  to  God, 
noty^at  present,  to  yoo.  Tbey  furnish  no  rule  of  du^ : 
nor  is  the  way  of  your  peace  and  comfort,  at  this 
time,  to  be  found  in  them.  It  is  a  device  of  the 
great  adversary,  Co  harass  your  oppressed  mind  with 
questi<MiB  cencernittg  them.  Were  your  bodily  health! 
di^clining,  you  would  not  direct  your  anxious  mqmcf 
to  the  impenetrable  volume  of  God*s  decrees,  to  know 
whether  a  long  life  or  a  short  life  were  appointed  yocL 
A  proper  regard  to' duty  and  interest  wouM  lead  yoa 
to  take  other  measures.  Only  be  assured  of  this,  my 
dear  Madam,  you  had  never  chosen  God,  with  cor- 
dial affection,  to  be  your  chief  good,  had  not  God 
first  and  most  graciously  chosen  you ;  therefore,  if  it 
be  your  ^  hearths  desire  and  prayer  to  be  reconciled 
to  him  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  to  be  sanctified  to  servOt 
and  honour,  and  enjoy  him  as  your  God,  you  may 
rest  persuaded  that  God's  heart  is  towards  you,  and 
^^  then  shall  you  know  if  you  follow  on  to  know  the 
Lord."  You  mention  the  duty  of  self-exaimination. 
It  is  a  i«reat,  an  advantageous,  and  a  necessary  duty. 
Yet  some  cautions  and  directions  demand  attention. 
I  regard  your  mind  as  under,  a  cloud;  your  frama 
and  feelings  will  be  against  yon ;  tiLke  heed  of  draw- 
ing conclusions  from  *  apprehensions  that  will  too 
easily  and  too  often  press  on  your  imagination* 
Make  your  appeal  from  aflKocfion  and  feeling  to 
sober  judgpient;  and  in  seasons  wherein  your  mind 
»  aK)5t  cofoifld/  yottiriU  bereni^fiiid  wkwoXtug^ 
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Aqother  eautioo  I  woutd  suggest  is  thb :  expect  not 
fod  iiMicb.    I  mean,  whtai  you  engage  ib  the  duty 
of  self-examimtioQ :  rather  let  the  inquflry  be»  Is  it 
the  desire  of  roy  soal  -to  give  up  mysdf  in  solemn 
covenant  UDtp  the.Ldrdy  and  to  have  his  promise  ful- 
filkd  in  his  great  work  wrou^  in  me  ?  Then  am  I 
.the  Lord*S|  and  is  my  heart  under  the  power  of 
renewing  grace  ?  The  latter  may  bsue  in  fear,  the 
fortAer  in  hope.    The  Bible  is  your  directory  in  this 
^reat  duty.     Two  fficts  especially  interesting  and 
important  the  Spirit  of  God  in  t^  3ibl€i  r/epre^ents 
to  u$;  our  own  state  of  sin  and  misery  by  nature,  and 
-the  wondeHul  remedy  which  his  love  has  provided 
for  JU3  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  whole  Scripture  abounds 
IV  ith  references  to  the  fallen,  deptuvedi  guUty,  help- 
less state  of  man.     The  dwful  feet  is  manifest  in  his 
understandmg,    his  will,  and  aflSictions.     The  es- 
trangedness  of  his  heart  from  God,  the  debased  state 
of  his  mind,  and  his  proneness,  without  exception,  to 
that  which  is  evit,  are  testimonies  not  to  be  reason- 
.ably  disputed.    The  provisions  of  the  Old  Testa- 
.meot,  represented  in  promises,  prrlphecies,  and  types, 
concur  "with  that  astonishing  grace  and  truth  which 
came  by  Christ  Jesus,  to  fender  the  demonstration 
more  coinplete.    Examine  yoarself  In  regard  to  this 
'  very  seri6us  subject ;  be  not  afraid  to  know  yourself, 
and  though  you  see  yourself  a  mberadble  sinner,  and 
your  heart  'a  corrupt  fountain,,  you  will  have  no 
reason  to  entertain  one  despMding  apprefaension. 
It  ib  the  Comforter,  tho  prenriseji  Ccfrfoi  ler,  who 
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conTinces  of  sin ;  and  this  is  the  way  he  takes  to  in- 
troduce and  ta  endear  Jesus,  the  Saviour,  the  Friend. 
None  but  a  broken,  a  contrite  heart,  will  open  to 
receive  him.  You,  my  dear  friend,  while,  with  the 
word  of  God  in  your  band,  you  search  and  examine 
your  own  heart,  will  justify  these  representations ;  and 
the  more  you  see  of  the  character  and  grace  of  the 
LfOrd  Jesus  in  the  Gospel,  the  more  you  will  be 
abased  in  your  own  sight :  you  will  be  ashamed^ 
yea,  even  confounded  :  you  will  see,  that  if  ever 
you  are  saved,  it  must  be  of  free  and  sovereign 
grace.  Yes,  my  dear  Madam,  the  grace  of  God  in 
Christ,  is  in  every  view  sovereign  grace ;  and  in  its 
overtures,  it  is  not  only  free,  but  importunate.  Your 
heart,  under  the  roost  painful  conviction  of  sin  and  of 
the  need  of  salvation,  does  no^  cannot,  long  more 
earnestly  for  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  than 
he  waits  and  longs  to  be  gracious  to  you.  Then, 
while  by  the  light  of  the  word  you  study  your  own 
heart,  and  find  there  is  no  help  in  you ;  contemplate 
the  amazing,  the  infinite  grace  of  God,  in  Christ 
crucified,  in  Christ  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  in 
Christ  knocking  at  the  door  of  a  sinner's  heart,  im- 
portunate to  enrich  him  with  all  the  blessings  of 
salvation.  Precious  Saviour !  Pray  for  his  Spirit  to 
take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  shew  them  unto  yon« 
You  will  want  no  exhortation  to  love  him,  to  trust 
in  him,  to  rejoice  in  him ;  you  will  cast  yourself  at 
his  feet,  as  his  willing  servant,  and  bless  the  pro* 
vidence,  bgwev«p  ^iitressful|-  that  led  ta  your  in* 
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quiring  after  him.  I  trust  you  will  find  herein  the 
way  of  relief.  The  Lord  grant  you  power  to  sustain 
your  sinking  mind,  and  to  receive  the  strong  conso- 
lations  that  are  in  Chrisit  Jesus  ! 

:  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

J.  BOWDEK. 


LETTER  XLVIL 


TO  MISS  B 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

O;^  account  of:  Mrs.  L  ■  's  afllicted  state,  it 
falls  to  the.  lot  of  a  ^traoger  to  acknowledge  the  fa- 
vour of  your  affectionate  letter :  a  stranger,  in  out- 
ward respectsy  but  not  so,  we  trust,  in  regard  to  Him, 
in  whom  the  whole  family  in.  heaven  and  earth  are 
named.  "  Unknown,  yet  well  known  ;*'  by  rich 
grace  a  member  of  comparatively  long  standing  in 
the  highly  privileged  society  into  which  Miss  M— 
B —  has,  it  seems,  gained  a  recent  admission. 
This  is  my  warrant  for  such  an  address  as  affection 
should  dictate ;  and  for  assuring  you,  as  my  friend, 
how  my  heart  rejoices  in  the  discovery  you  have 
found — found,  I  am  well  assured,  when  it  wasun* 
sought !  Eternal  praises  to  the  God  of  Salvation 
for  the  change  of  state,  and  the  change  of  mind; 
and,  as  the  happy  consequence, .  the  change  of  taste 
and  company,  Qf  mastei^s  and  employ mentSj  of  cares 


and  griefe,  of  enjoyments  and  prospects  you  have 
experienced  !  and  you  have  to  expect  that  He,  who 
has  shewn  you  ^reat  mercy,  will  do  yet  morcy  much 
more,  in  you,  and  for  you ;  will  sanctify  your  un- 
derstanding to  more  delightful  apprehensions,  your 
affections  to  more  pure  and  heavenly  delights,  and 
your  will  to  perfect  ^'  singleness  of  heart,  serving  the 
Lord :"  that  he  wiU,  by  conflict,  give  you  victory  > 
by  pain,  pleasure;  by  afflictive  doubts  and  alarms 
confirm  your  faith;  by  abasing  infirmity  improve 
your  sanctification ;    apd,   perhaps,    by  distressful 
withdrawments^  direct  your '  heart  more. than  ever 
info  his  love.     Only  stand  to  your  solemn  engage- 
ment, seek  him  in ,  his  appointed  way,  go  your  way 
by  the  footsteps  of  his  flock,  prize  his  ordinances^ 
live  upon  his  promises,  record  his  signal  appear- 
ances ;  and  he  will  cause  j^u  to  *^  inherit  substance ;'' 
he  will  feast  you  with  the  hidden  manna,  he  will  de- 
light you  with  heavenly  friendships,  ,and  recompense 
every  sacrifice  you  make  in  his  cause  a  hundred 
fold,  and  will  himself  b^  all  in.  all  to  you,  when 
every  creature-joy  shall  be  entirely  and  for  ever  ex- 
tinguished.   In  respect  to  dUr  friend,  Mcs.  L-»-,  her 
case,  in  outward  respects,  is  pitiable  in  a  very.gctat 
degree.    Bodily  afflictions  prevail,  sd  asito.allow  of 
very  little  reppise  by  nig|h(»  or irelief  by  day.  Wifhrtbisi 
thick  darkness  and  distress  often p; produce  ,an  ngonyv 
All  sensible  comfort  is  fled  ;^yet»  thougb  taberael£MiiP' 
known,  everlasting consolationis tsea4urediup)for>ber 
behind  the  )cloHd.  ?7he  desu».of;beC2ywl/ift<tQi}wii 


5  IS  BOWDEK'S  EElff AIK8. 

who  will  not  always  ehide,  nor  break  die  bruised 
reed ;  for  '*  tboogn  he  cause  ^^f^  yet  will  he  have 
compaflsion.**  Friendly  converse  oflfords  her  some 
occasional  relief;  but  the  burden  quiekly  retoms,  and 
IB,  beyond  expression,  oppressive.  We  are  now  wait* 
ing  for  the  Lord«  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the 

moruing.     Miss  B will  mingle  her  prayers  and 

cries  with  those  of  many ;  and  he  who  shall  come, 
will  come,  in  his  well  chosen  time,  and  will  not  tarry. 
Our  dear  Mrs.  L'  ■  *8  hand  and  arm  being  greatly 
enlarged,  and  in  much  pam,  she  is  disabled  from 
writing;  but  it  will  afford  her  pleasure  to  receive  a 
letter. 

I  am^  my  dear  young  friend, 

Yovr's,  &c. 

y.  BOWBEir. 


LETTER  XLVIIL 


TO  MISS  B- 


I  BAVfe,  my  friend,  on  the  part  of  the  afflicted 
Mrs.  L  ■  ,  to  acknowledge  your  favour.  It 
contains  truths,  precious^  consolatory,  and  ap- 
propriate. It  was  received  by  Mrs.  L~*  with  aflfee- 
tion,  and,  as  far  as  hef  judgment  waa  concerned, 
with  approbation  and  eisteem;  but  the  still  small 
voice  of  reason,  even  while  accompanied  with  the 
testimony  of  Scripturei  is  of  little  avaH  at  present. 


The  ima^nation,  overspread  with  thick  dark- 
nesSy  attended  with  the  earthquake  and  whirU 
wind,  can  perceive  nothing  but  gldbm,  bitter- 
ness, and  horror.  Hence,  the  utmost  we  can  do 
or  hope  for  at  present,  is,  by  a  close  and  firm  appeal 
to  Scripture  and  reason,  to  reduce  the  agony  and 
produce  something  like  a  transient  calm.  It  is  dis-* 
tressful  to  be  habitually  conversant  with  such  a 
scene :  but  the  anguish  of  a  mind,  which  is  the  seat 
of  such  darkness,  is  not  to  be  expressed  :  yet  it  is 
manifest  there  is  grace,  though  its  resistance  is  fee- 
ble. There  is  light  which  discovers  in  Christ  Jesus 
an  excellency  that  transcends  every  thing  else.  There 
is  love,  which  the  floods  of  these  many  waters  can- 
not quench.  Sometimes  we  apprehend  that  a  very 
short  time  may  close  this  affecting  scene ;  but  life 
may  be  prolonged  beyond  expectation — mercifully 
prolonged — that  we  all  may  be  favoured  with  a  tes- 
timony of  the  Saviour's  love,  in  some  lucid  interval, 
before  mortality  ceases  to  detain  its  captive.  And 
now,  what  shall  I  say  to  you,  my  friend,  how  con- 
gratulate your  happy  lot^  and  glorify  the  grace  of 
God  in  you !  to  be  restored  from  thoughtless  wan- 
derings to  God ;  to  have  passed  from  deatii  to  life  s  to 
be  taught  of  God  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father !"  to  be  put 
among  his  dear  children,  and  to  be  entertained  with 
the  privileges  and  prospects  belonging  to  such  a 
relation;  to  be  distinguished  by  such  grace  in  ^ 
vain  and  ungodly  world,  and  that  entucly  unme* 
rited,  unasked,  and  unsought;  what  rich,  what  un^ 


bounded  love  is  here !  I  cannot  wonder,  my  friend^ 
that  you  should  have  much  to  say  of  the  grace  of  oufi 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  his  love  should  rconstraia 
you  to  render  to  him  active  service.  The  change  ta 
you  is  manifestly,  what  in  all  instances  it  ia  really,  Alio 
own  work — through  which  you  are  made  a  part  ofdiafe 
spiritual  building,  of  which  he  shall  bear  the  glory  fbq 
ever — a  lively  stone^  because  united  to,  built^  and  stilt 
bearing  upon,  a  living  foundation.  ^^  Christ  is  alL'* 
Whatever  light,  or  life,  or  strength,,  or  comfort,  yo» 
have,  is  from  bim ;  and  whatever  of  righteousnesayov 
need  is  in  him,  and  it  is  ^^on  all  th^m  that  believe/' 
God  beholds  with  complacency  nothing  but  Christ  im 
7^s.  The  word  and  ordinances,— creature^friendslHps, 
— the  good  things  of  this  world,-^Providential;  di»« 
pensations, — are  then  blessings  indeed  to  usy  wlien 
they  are  vehicles  of  the  spirit  and  grace  of  Christ* 
Those  arc  the  best  seasons,  the  best  sermons,  title  best 
friends  and  friendly  interviews,  wherein  there  ig^mosl 
of  the  sweet  savour  of  his  Name  !  What  an  advan- 
tage is  this  plant  in  any  soil!  Whatever  oup> lot  im 
life,  what  rest,  what  sweetness  it  affords !  What  a; 
mercy  to  have  this  grace  flowing  through- so*  many 
channels !  Such  a  channel  was  the  Cbri>tiiW  mi* 
nister,  by  whose  converse  and  counsels  your  miiui 
was  first  relieved ;  and  while  it  gives  me  concern  to 
find  you  have  not  a  Gospel  ministry  regularly  to* 
attend  on,  I  rejoice  to  know  that  the  river,  that 
maketh  glad  the  city  of  our  God,  never  faila  a  soul 
thirsting  for  the  waters  of  life^  because  mwns  of 
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commoAicafioti  are  winthig.  The  Chi^f  Shepherd 
fefedshfe  flock om  the  high  mountains^of  Israel.  If 
bis  pasture  l^  short,  his  blessing  will  make  it  rich. 
Tdbtibfr  ikJt  but  you  will  improve,  with  care,  the 
M^&hs  yMi  harre.  Hear  the  Gospel  as  often  as  yoU 
Cflh;'pftiy  much,  and  watch  your  heart  in  prayer; 
tdad^nd  study  the  word  of  God :  let  it  be  to  you  the 
gitatid  resdrvoif  of  tlife  Spirit  of  Christ:  you  hav^, 
pfobably,  other  good  books ;  they  will  be  helpful.  I 
affti-glfifd  you  have  surmounted  opposition,  and  estab^ 
lish^d  a  Sunday  School :  it  is  a  useful  measure. 
Whenigver  you  feel  a:t  liberty  to  write,  I  shall  be 
iwtppy  in  offering  any  thing  that  may  tend  to 
8tFet)gth6tl  y6\it  heart  and  hands  in  the  Lord. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XLIX. 


TO  LADY  S- 


MT  DEAR  FBIl-ND, 

The  freedom  with  which  you  wrote  obliges  me. 
I  can  truly  weep  with  you  who  weep ;  yet  I  do  re* 
joice,  4m4  will  rejoice,  in  the  mercy  that  has  led 
you'  to  fegard  siii  as  your  greatest  burden.  Indeed,- 
the  evil  you  lament  is  universal ;  yet  few  deplore  it/ 
because  they  have  "  their  understanding  darkened."; 
It  is  the  light  that  makieth  manifest     Increasing- 
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bounded  love  is  here !     ^      ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

that  you  should  hr  ^en  in  your  heart     Sin 

Lord  Jesus  Ghr  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ .  g^^ 

you  to  render  ,^     ^j^j  j^^^  j  ^^^^^  gj^^^ 

you  IS  man'        ^^  ^.^^^^ .  ^^ ^  j^  j^  ^j^^  l^j 

own  work        ^  */j,ur  inheritance  is  before  you,  but 
spiritup      ..**^^|.jt  by  conquest — the  conquest  of  aa 
ever-     ^  ^  ^^  vigilant  and  crafty,  and  strongly  in- 
*^jk  ^^  possessed  of  every  advantage  that  long 
-^^  and  experience  can  give — an  enemy  that 
'.  ^ploy  a  thousand  artifices  to  put  you  off  your 
^,  and  will  be  ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
ytior  negligence  or  your  cowardice^ — a  truly  formidable 
enemy,  most  advantageously  posted:  ^^  not  principali- 
ties and  powers" only,  but  *^  spiritual  wickednesses  in 
high  places*' are  your  enemies.  Sometimes  you  will  be 
surprised  to  see  how  greatly,  and  from  what  unexpect- 
ed quarters,  the  foe  is  reinforced,  while,  with  a  trem- 
bling heai%  you  sigh  and  say,  "  How  are  they  in- 
creased that  trouble  me !"     Perhaps  you  will  be 
driven  at  times  almost  to  the  miserable  resolve  of 
the  Israelites,  on  the  report  of  the  spies,  '^  Let  us 
make  us  a  captain,  and  let  us  return  into  Egypt:*' 
yet  "  let  not  your  heart  be  troubled."    It  is  my  joy 
to  address  you  as  a  servant  of  Jesus ;  and,  regard- 
ing the  subject  in  a  general  view  (that  you  may  be 
stedfast  and  unmoveable,  and  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  enemy  in  every  form  and  at  all  times),  I  wish 
your  mind  to  be  charged  with  this  one  sentiment, — 
the  battle  is  not  yours,  but  the  Lord's.    The  £ter« 
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jrod  has  pledged  his  ti'uth  to  give  to  every  be- 
jver  the  full  possession  of  heaven  and  glory*  When 
he  called  Abraham,  and  when  he  called  you,  he 
said,  "  I  am  God  Almighty :  walk  before  me,  and 
be  thou  perfect*'  And  believe  it,  my  friend,  "  there 
is  none  like  the  God  of  Jeshurun,  who  rideth  upon 
the  heavens  for  tliy  help,  and  in  his  excellency  on 
the  sky."  ^'  The  Eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and 
cindemeath  are  the  everlasting  arms  ;'*  and  he  shall 
thrust  out  the  enemy  from  before  thee,  and  say, 
**  destroy  them."  "  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint, 
and  to  him  that  hath  no  might  he  increaseth  strength." 
Then  "  set  the  Lord  always  before  you ;"  ^*  go  in 
the  strength  of  the  Lord  God,"  and  your  heart  need 
not,  will  not,  be  afraid.  Your  worst  enemy,  yea, 
the  only  enemy  you  have  to  fear,  is  an  **  evil  heart 
of  unbelief."  Watch  and  resist  its  every  motion; 
-"  hold  fast  the  profession  of  your  faith  without  wa- 
vering," and  your  courage  and  your  strength  will 
'daily  increase  ;  you  will  aspire  after  new  conquesto, 
you  will  be  prepared  for  the  most  arduous  encoun- 
ters, you  will  find  ^^all  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
believeth ;"  you  will  upbraid  every  rising  fear,  and 
say,  with  the  valiant  Caleb,  **  Let  us  go  up  at  once 
and  possess  it,  for,  with  Jehovah  at  our  head,  we 
are  well  able  to  overcome  it."  You  will  never  rest 
until  your  victory  shall  be  complete,  and  you  have  fully 
received  the  promise.  But  you  complain  of  a  parti- 
cular evil, — sin  in  your  imagination ;  and  you  wish 
to  know  ^*  by  what  meaqs  it  may  be  resisted  and 
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overcome."    Though  I  dare  not  promise  an  ^asyv 
or  speedy  ddiverance,  yet  some  advantage,  I  hope^ 
^^ou  may  derive  from  an  attention  to  the  following 
hints;— 

First,  Endeavour  to  impress  your  mind  moredeeply 
with  an  affecting  sense  of  the  guilt  and  turpitude  of 
this  evil.  You  do  deplore  it ;  but  I  trust  you  wift 
see,  in  a  still  stronger  light,  how  hateful  and  injurt* 
ous  it  is,  and  deplore  it  still  more.  ^^The  sacrifices 
of  God  are  a  broken  spirit.  A  broken  and  9.  con? 
trite  spirit,  O  God  !  thou  wilt  not  despise/^  Do 
not  think  lightly  of  it,  because  it  does  not  es^pose 
you  to  the  censure  of  fellow-creatures.  I>el  noroio^l 
professors  be  content  with  a  fair  outwar4.  ^H>ear* 
ance.  I  trust  you  will  ever  hate  siqio  ita  verjr 
nature,  and  deeply  feel  those  symptoms  of  it?  pre« 
yalence,  from  which  your  reputation  can  sui&r 
no  injury.  Indeed,  many  an  aggravating  oircurA* 
stance  may  pertain  to  sin,  when  exposed  tp.  pub- 
lic view  ;  yet  it  is  the  concurrence  of  the  mind  and 
will  in  sin,  that  especially  constitutes  its  malignity. 
To  the  mind  it  belongs  to  restrain  and  controu>  the 
evil  propensities  and  passions  of  animal  nature. 
Guilt,  therefore,  is  highly  aggravated,  when  the  mind 
lets  go  the  reins,  and  becomes  a  party  in  these  disr 
orders,  conscious  of  its  guilt  That  man  is  regarded 
with  commiseration  who  did  it  ignorantly^  or  who 
was  surprised  by  temptation  :  but  sin,  harboured  in 
the  soul,  and  deliberately,  though  secretly,  actrd 
there,  has  a  tenfold  malignity.    The  Apostle  seems    , 


to  speak  of  it  as  the  very  worst, — as  the  Extreme 
of  evil  in  sin,  when  even  ^^  the  mind  and  conscience 
ure  defiled/'  Shall  my  God  witness  in  me  a  heart  • 
that  indulges  in  iniquity  ?  Shall  he  see  me  continue 
in  sin,  and  cherish  his  implacable  enemy  in  my  bo^ 
som  ?  No.  I  would  scorn  and  deprecate  so  bas6 
a  conduct,  and  will  pray,  with  David,  "  Kdep  back 
thy  servant  also  from  presumptuous  sins ;  let  theku 
not  have  dominion  over  me." 

Secondly*  Enter  into  a  very  serious  consideration 
of  what  God  ia,  and  of  your  relation  to  him ; — how 
holy  a  God  he  is :  "He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
behold  iniquity :"  He  cannot  look  upon  sin  but 
with  abhorrence ;  nor  can  the  thickest  vail  of  dark- 
ness hide  it  from  his  view.  And  shall  I,  a  feeble 
worm,  the  creature  of  his  power,  the  child  of  his 
care,  indulge  iniquity  in  my  heart?  Shall  he  liave 
to  complain  of  me,  **  The  God  in  whose  hand 
thy  breath  is,  and  whose  are  all  thy  ways,  thou 
hast  not  glorified  r"  Shall  the  author  of  my  beings 
and  the  God  of  my  mercies,  see  me  resisting  his 
will,  grieving  his  Spirit,  profaning  his  temple,  and 
prostituting  my  faculties  to  the  basest  servitude? 
God  forbid  !  Yea,  forbid  it,  O  my  soul,  with  aU 
thy  powers ! 

Thirdly,  Often  view  the  iniquity  of  your  heart 
In  the  light  of  God's  holy  and  righteous  law. 
"  The  law  was  added  because  of  transgressron ;" 
to  search  out  iniquity,  tp  strip  it  of  every  fals^ 
disgiuse,   to  expose  it  in  all  its  hatefulness  apd 
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deformity;    to    silence   every  plea  of  a   deceitfiit 
hearty  and  to  charge  guilt  home  upon  the  conscience. 

^  This  was  the  design  of  our  Lord,  in  his  Sennon  on 
the  Mount :  it  was  to  deliver  the  Moral  Law  from 

^  the  false  glosses  of  the  Jewish  Doctors,  to  represent 
its  spiritual  nature,  and  the  respect  it  has  to  the 
heart.  There  you  will  see  that  the  thought  of  evil  is 
sin ;  that  the  commandment  is  violated,  not  by  the 
outward  act  only,  but  by  the  in  ward  intentand  emotion 
of  the  mind.  Upon  this  discovery  of  the  spiritua- 
lity  of  the  law,  St  Paul  was  effectually  roused  from 
his  security :  the  pride  of  his  heart  received  an.  ef* 
fectual  check,  and  his  very  soul  exulted  at  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  a  Deliverer:  '^  I  was  alive  without  the 
law  once"  is  hb  language;  ^^  but  when  the  com* 
nmndment  came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died." 

Fourthly,  Make  frequent  visits  to  Calvary:  sit 
beneath  the  wondrous  cross,  and  behold  the  bleeding 
love  of  Jesus.  The  light  of  the  law  discovers 
.much  of  the  relative  evil  of  sin,  and  of  the  fatal  con- 
sequences of  sinning;  but  in  the  light  of  the  glori- 
ous Gospel,  sin  will  appear  not  only  hurtful^  but 
hateful,  and  the  heart  will  be  filled  with  indignation 
against  it.  The  terrors  of  the  Lawgiver  may  avail  to 
deter  men  from  the  outward  practice  of  iniquity;  but 
the  grace  and  love  of  the  Saviour,  represented  to 
the  understanding  and  the  heart,  will  strike  at  the 
principle  and  root  of  sin,  will  dissolve  the  heart  in 
grief,  determine  and  disarpi  the  soul  against  it,  and 

effectually  overturn  its  dominion,.  There  is  a  mighty 
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influence  in  the  tender,  the  free,  the  self-denying, 
and  expressive  offices  of  ^  friend,  in  distressful  cir- 
cumstances,   to    attra^  and  command  the    heart. 
Think,  my  friend,  what  was  your  deplorable  situa- 
tion,   and    mine,    When   Jesus   appeared  for    our 
salvation :    the  Law  was  uttering  its  tremendous 
thunders  against  us,  as  children  of  deserved  wratb^ 
and  ^^  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins ;  "  and  ^^  you 
know  the  grace  of   our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who, 
though  he  was  rich,    yet  for  our    sakes    became 
poor ;"  voluntarily  offering  himself  a  sacrifice  for 
sin,  and  redeeming  us  from  the  arm  of  the  Law,  by 
being  "  made  a  curse  for  us/'   When,  then,  tempta^ 
tion  appears,  and  you  find  your  heart  almost  ready 
to    yield,    ^'    set  the  Lord    before    you:"    think 
from  what  infinite  exaltation,  and  blessedness,  add 
glory  he  came  down.    Remember,  it  was  your  misery 
touched  his  heart ;  it  was  the  purpose  of  your  salva* 
tion  brought  him  down.     Survey  the  amazing  cir- 
cumstances of  his  bitter  humiliation.     Contemplate 
the  shame,  and  spitting ;  the  reed,  and  the  scourge ; 
the  piercing  thorns,  and  the  bloody  sweat ;  the  nails, 
and  the  spear.     Behold  him,  suffering  the  derisicm 
end  outrage  of  men,  the  fury  of  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness,  and   the  wrath  of   Pleaven,    due  to  all  our 
transgressions.       Oh !    look  into  the    bitter    cup, 
and  say,  was  it  not  a  cup  of  unmingled  fury  ?     Be- 
hold him  denied  the  affectionate  attention  of  friends ; 
denied  even  the  smiles  of  hft  heavenly  Father ;  while 
fyr  your  sake  ^^  he  endured  the  cross,  despising 
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the  shame."  Was  ever  love  so  great?  Can  any  en- 
dearments,  or  bonds,  or  motives  of  afTectiony  be  yet 
wanting  ?  Can  you  refuse  such  a  friend  the  throne  of 
your  lieart  ?  Can  you  spare  his  murderers^  and  by 
sin  grieve  his  Spirit,  and  pierce  and  wilfully  crucify 
-  the  Son  of  God  afresh?  Come,  take. your  stand-' 
ing  near  the  cross  of  Jesus.  When  corruptions  ret 
vive,  and  plead  for  indulgence;  when  temptatioBt 
come,  and  by  delusive  arts  would  relax  your  op* 
position  to  sin ;  ecane,  behold  Jesus,  your  Saviour^ 
in  the  very  bands  of  that  dreadful  monster,  and 
contemplate  his  agony,  and  his  horror^^^bis  body 
mangled^  his  soul  exceeding  sorrowiuK  Metbinks^ 
there  is  a  voice  proceeding  from  every  bleeding 
wound,  which  cries  with  loud  and  powerful  impor* 
lunity,  '^  Oh,  do  not  spare  that  accursed  tinog, 
which  bruised  and  pierced  the  Lord  of  glory !  Re* 
membei'  your  sacred  engageioents,the  solemn  seasons 
of  your  covenanting  with  God."  **  Ob,  my  wretqbed 
heart,"  (will  you  say),  "  I  am  ashamed  and 
confounded  in  the  review  !  How  deeply  did  I 
at  that  time  feel  the  importance  of  eternal  things ! 
How  powerfully,  and  how  sweetly  was  I  drawn 
by  the  love  and  the  loveliness  of  Jesus !  Yea,  he 
was  in  my  esteem  *  altogether  lovely  !  *  What  desires 
I  felt,  what  resolutions  I  expressed,  with  how  pros- 
trate a  soul  I  engaged  to  be  the  Ldrd*s  !  I  called 
heaven  and  earth  to  wituess  to  the  sacred  vow  :  I 
made  a  covenant  with  sKrifice^  and  imprecated  the 
vengeance  that  fell  on  thf^  devoted  Lamb  of  God» 
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V  I  {iroved  false  to  a  covenant  so  solemnly  sealed* 
Ah!  wJtiefe  id  now  that  impression?  Where  now 
those  melting  affections  ?  Alas !  ray  heart  has  turoed 
aside,  like. a  deceitful  bow.  My  Lord  has  seen  it' 
inconsistent  and  estranged  :  he  has  seen  the  accursed 
^Qg  allowed  a  place  there.  Ah !  how  can  I  bev 
the  thought  of  being  an  apostate  !  How  can  I  ever 
look  upon  the  face  of  my  injured  Lord  !  How  could 
I  ev^r  endure  it,  if  with  a  frown  he  should  say,  *  li 
any  man  draw  back,  my  soul  shall  have  no  ple^r 
sure  in  him!'  Or  even,  if  in  love  he  should  ask, 
^  Wilt  thou  also  go  away  ? '  O  how  should  I  even 
sustain  the  piercing  expostulation  of  his  eye  !**  These 
expressions,  my  friend,  were  not  the  effect  of  a 
haaty  transport  of  the  mind.  I  hope,  they  flowed 
from  a  hbart  that  is  burdened  with  iniquity,  and  that 
would  choose  affliction  rather  than  sin.  These  seq- 
/timents  are  serious,  and  deserve  to  be  well  consider- 
ed ;  and  therefore,  to  deeper)  your  conviction  of  the 
evil  of  sin,  aqd  particularly  the  evil  you  cotnplaia 
of,  I  beg  leave  further  to  say,  Charge  your  soul 
with  the  coQsideration  of  the  injury  which  this  evU 
may  expose  you  to  from  Divine  relBentment :  nothing 
so  much  prevents  the  acceptance  of  the  offering  we 
present.  The  smallest  offering,  when  it  is  our  best, 
and  presented  with  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart, 
finds  ready  acceptance ;  but,  ^*  if  I  regard  iniquity 
in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me."  He  wiU 
pot  suffer  a  corrupt  thing  on' his  altar:  he  will  frown 
HiXfay  the  o&^ret  that  brings  stmnge  fice  there.:  there? 
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fore,  "  stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not."  Indeed,  iiM- 
quity,  set  up  in  the  heart  of  one  who  is  a  subject 
of  renewing  grace,  is  a  sacrilegious  profanation  of 
the  temple  of  the  Lord :  "  Know  ye  not  that  ye 
are  the  temples  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  dwelleth  in  you?"  '*  If  any  man  defile  the  tem- 
ple of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy;  for  the  temple 
of  God  is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are."  Nothing  so 
much  grieves  the  Holy  Spirit  "  The  Lord  our  God 
is  a  jealous  God:"  his  pure  and  Holy  Spirit  will 
not  dwell  in  a  heart  where  impure  and  unholy 
thoughts  are  indulged.  Sin  indulged  there,  is  the 
abomination  that  maketh  desolate ;  for  if  God  de- 
part, what  irreparable  loss  is  sustained,  what  de- 
structive evils  follow  !  What  can  supply  the  want 
of  his  presence  ?  If  he  say,  **  he  is  joined  to  idols, 
let  him  alone,"  or  "  let  no  dew  fall  on  him  henceforth 
for  ever,"  what  a  seat  of  misery  does  the  heart  of  man 
become!  What  dismal  darkness,  coldness,  barrenness, 
deadness,  takes  place  there !  •"  Yea,  woe  unto  you 
when  I  depart  from  you,  saith  the  Lord."  By  pro- 
vidential rebukes  also,  God  is  pleased  often  to  pu- 
nish secret  iniquity.  Many  times,  the  griefs  and 
troubles  that  a  professor  feels  are  plainly  to  mark 
with  characters  of  Divine  displeasure,  "the  iniquity 
that  he  knows/'  He  who  delivered  the  disobedient 
prophet  unto  the  lion,  is  never  at  a  loss  for  instru- 
ments whereby  to  reprove  the  sin  of  his  people. 
He  says,  and  frowns,  "  How  shall  I  pardon  thee  for 
this?"  He  frowns  perhaps  on  your  comforts,  an^i  the 
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feronrite  gourd  withers  and  dies.  Perhaps,  he  di- 
vides the  hearts  of  friends  from  us ;  suffers  the  enemy 
to  have  advantage  against  us ;  or  gives  some  disease 
a  commission  to  arrest  us.  And  ^^  when  thou,  Lord, 
with  rebukes  dost  correct  man  for  iniquity,  thou 
makest  his  beauty  to  consume  away  like  a  moth" 
I  may  add:  nothing  can  represent  in  a  stronger 
light  the  malignity  and  hatefulness  of  any  sin,  thaa 
God's  making  it  the  punishment  of  other  sins,  even 
sins  of  the  deepest  dye.  In  this  view,  that  word  ha9 
an  awful  import,  ^^  For  this  cause  God  gave  theni 
up. 

I  am,  &c.  &c« 

J.   BOWDEN, 


LETTER   L. 


TO  MISS  J? 


HY  DEAR  FUSND, 

Mt  soul  shall  magnify  the  Lord*  with  you,  for 
the  frame  of  mind  which  you  have  been  enabled  to 
preserve  in  a  season  of  painful  trial .  1 1  is,  indeed,  mercy 
for  a  poor  sinful  creature,  with  a  sense  of  forgiving 
grace,  to  see  the  face  of  Infinite  Majesty  arrayed 
in  smiles;  to  be  able  to  get  as  piritual  view  of 
pains  and  griefs ;  to  see  the  rod  blossoming ;  and 
to  find  a  store  of  swe«tn^ss  ia  the  carcase  of  tha 
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Hon.  What  is  ^he.  glare,  of  the  most  flatteriiig  pra^ 
pects,  when  compared  vsiih  the  peace  *of  Grod,  m- 
suiting  from  the  testimony  of  his  Spirii  ivith^  oof 
npirit!  We  cannot  wonder^  if  fle^h- and  blood 
ahould  groan  complednts,  amidst  pain^  akid'  grit&; 
IkiV  we  should  walk  by  finith',  ifol:  by  sight  off  ^isa 
Faith  <^s>th6  rdd  in  A  Fafibet's  hanfl'^:  F^ntfa^see^and 
believes  the  love  of  bis  heart  i  ift  ptl3ckJir  pmthlKSs; 
Faith  reviews  the  records  of  surprising- -incvcies  ill 
past  experience  :  the^Cronbled  soul  bretfihas;  ^  It  is 
w^L"  U  tJlie  mMfis  are  patnfal,  it^  i9>:'^  if  meed 
be.'*  The  Lord  doth  not  afflict  willingly :  his  ways 
are  all  judgment,  an<d  his  heart  is  love ;  ^'  let  him  do 
witb  me  as  sdemetli  good  unto  him."  Much  is  to 
be  done,  perhaps  much  more  than  I  had  thought 
of,  before  this  polluted "s?Jiit  can  be  associated  with 
the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect  And  why 
should  I  wonder  that  the  cutting  off  a  right  hand, 
or  the  plucking  out  a  right  eye,  should  occasion  suf- 
fering ?  Let  me  estimate  the  love '  of  God,  not  by 
the  measures  he  adopts,  but  by  the  benefit  he 
confers  or  intends.  "  No  affliction  for  the  prtsent 
is  joyous,  but  grievous;  yet  afterwmdS)  it  yieldeth 
the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness/'  .  v^  God  -  haa 
prevented  you,  my  friend,  with  the  blessings  of  his 
goodness :  he  was  found  of  yott  when*  yoo^  nought 
him  not  Of  his  own  sovereign  pleasure  he  cho6e 
and  ordained,  that  you  should  go  and  bring  fortb 
fruit :  nay,  he  set  you  apart  for  hirtiself,  to  shew  in 
you  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace.    Wonder  aot 
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at  days  and  months  of  purificaticm  before  you  can^ 
b^  brought  unto  the  King.     Wondier  not  that  fat 
should  allure  you,  and  bring  you  into  the.  wilder^ 
»es8t     You  might  wonder,  indeed j  if  he  left  yotr 
there;'  if  he  were  not  to  speak  comfortably  to  yoa 
there ;  if  he  were  not  to  entertain  you*  with  meat 
indeed,  and  drink  indeed ;  if  he'  wene*  not  to  presfl 
hito  your  cup  the  clusters  of  Escbol,  and  draw  aside 
the  vwl^  and  shew  you  his  glory.     We  have  no  rea- 
son to  expect  a  smooth  and  flowery  path  through  the 
wilderness;  we  would  not  stipulate  for  air  exemption 
from  affliction  and  conflict:    it  is^  enough  that  hef 
bath  said,  **-  As  thy  day,  so  thy  strength  shall  be. 
My  presence  shall  go  with  thee;"    And  is  not  this 
enough  to  raspire  courage,  and  help  the  pilgrim  on 
his  way  ?  •  Bar  tess^  than  this  carries  the  soldier  fear- 
less into  the  blx>ody  field,  and  enrboldens  the  ma- 
riner and  the  merchant  to  encounter  waves  and 
storms.     Yet  their  hope  rises  no  higher  than  a  cor- 
ru|>tible  crown,  perishing  riches.       Bat  **  our  light 
affitction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  workethforus 
a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  :"• 
**  which  liope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  sure 
andstedfiist:"  it^^entereth  into  that  within  the  veil.*' — 
The  eterrfal  word  of  the  et?emal  God!  The  believer 
gets  a  glimpse  of  the  delights  of  Canaan,  and  returns 
fired  with  the  prospect :  filled  ifi-ith  joy  and  peace  in 
believing,  he  cries  with  holy  zeal,  **  Let  us  go  up  and 
possess  it,  for  we  are  able  to  overcome  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord."     I  do  not  wonder  that  you  should 
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long  to  renew  youi*  labour  of  love :  perhaps  that  dcr 
sire  is  granted  before  this  time.  However,  God  will 
fulfil  in  you  all  the  good  pleasure  of  hb  goodness, 
and  that  will  be  found  abundantly  to  exceed  all  that 
you  could  even  ask  or  think.  Nature  is  desirgus  (tf 
bodily  ease ;  yet,  health  may  not  be  found  in  the 
grant  made  to  you  of  fatherly  grace ;  but  if  tiie' 
plants  of  Paradise,  although  watered  by  tears,  ap- 
pear flourishing  and  fruitful,  and  your  soul  prosper 
and  be  in  health,  you  will  not  have  cause  to  complain. 
God's  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts:  he  can  take 
care  of  his  own  cause,  though  he  hide  his  most  ho- 
noured instruments  in  the  sick  chamber  or  the  grave. 
He  can  cause  your  dear  sisters  to  increase,  while  yoii 
decrease ;  and  because  it  was  in  your  heart  to  serve 
him,  in  building  him  an  house,  he  can  put  honour 
upon  you  in  one  way,  and  upon  them  in  another 
way.  However,  it  is  of  his  own  that  ahy  of  us  give 
him.  It  is  great  honour  to  a  poor  feeble  worm,  to 
be  entrusted  with  one  talent  or  more ;  and  greater 
mercy  still,  to  have  a  heart  to  use  it :  but  the  ho- 
nour and  the  joy  will  be  greatest  of  all,  to  return 
it  with  increase,  and  to  have  it  received  with  an 
approving  smile  and  most  gracious  testimony.  Then, 
what  songs  will  be  heard,  of  rich,  free,  aovereign 
grace !  what  sweet  congratulations  between  the  Sa- 
viour and  the  dear  purchase  of  his  precious  blood ! 
With  what  inexpressible  delight  will  the  blessed  Jesus 
survey  those  myriads  of  precious  souls  washed  and 
sanctified,    and   dressed  in  robes  of  glory !    How 
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changed  the  scene  to  his  loving,  suffering  humanity, 
since  darkness  at  [lis  crucifixion  spread  its  horrors 
over  his  soul !  What  a  liarvest  from  the  corn  of 
wheat  which  then  fell  into  the  ground  !  Let  us  * 
think  of  Jesus,  and  the  sharp  sorrows  he  endured ; 
and  think  less  of  the  transient  sorrows  of  the  pre- 
sent life.  What  a  mercy,  to  be  able  to  gather  from 
the  secret  whisper  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  any  sound 
like  this ;  ^'  Beloved,  now  are  ye  the  sons  of  God  !  ** 
Be  it  your  happiness  to  enjoy  this  testimony  distinct 
and  unclouded.  Let  us  be  content,  though  under 
restraint:  jubilee  is  advancing:  the  year  of  release 
is  at  hand. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 

J.  BOWD£y. 


LETTER  LL 


TO   MISS  B 


MT  DEAR  FRIEND, 

The  period  of  my  reply  has  been  unavoidably 
prmonged ; — ^in  part,  by  the  particulai*  -  attentiqn 
which  our  late  dear  Mrs.  L-  ■  's  state  of  mind  re- 
quired. That  is  now  passed :  the  scene  is  changed, 
and  the  awful  cloud  has  given  place  to  the  lustre 
of  Divine  Truth  and  Grace.  While  I  greatly  rejoice 
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over  you,  tny  friend,  as  by  unmerited  and  surprising 
mercy  brought  nigh  to  God,  and.8weetly  encouraged 
to  bold  fast  the  profession  of  your  faith  by  bis  fa- 
therly voice,  in  many  an  exceeding  great  and  pre* 
cious  promise ;  still  I  remember,  you  are  yet  in  the 
body,  and  therefore  liable  to  very  serious  conflicts, 
and  m^ny  a  trying  change  in  frames  and  feelings.  I 
perceive,  you  are  not  a  stranger  to  such  vicissitudes, 
or  to  alarms  occasioned  by  them.  Uowever»  all 
that  I  might  have  offered  with  a  view  to  establish, 
strengthen,  and  settle  you,  is  now  suppressed  by 
that  wluch,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  may  more  abun- 
dantly confirm  your  faith  and  enliven  your  joy,  a& 
it  has  mine :  I  mean,  the  opening  of  that  dispensa- 
tion relating  to  our  late  suffering  friend.  Mrs.  L — , 
though  not  always  equally  oppressed  with  darkness 
and  distress,  yet  never,  until.the  near  approach  of 
death,  did  express  any  pleasant  expectation.  While 
the  characters  of  a  Divine  work  on  her  heart  were 
to  her  friends  satisfactorily  evident,  no  means  of 
comfort  afforded  her  relief ;  her  soul  refused  to  be 
comforted,  and,  jby  a  strange  dexterity,  extracted  the 
very  gall  of  bitterness  from  the  richest  cordials.  Her 
habitual  hatred  of  sin,  and  earnest  desire  of  salva« 
tion,  were  manifest.  Several  times  she  repeated, 
"Thou,  O  Christ,  art  all  I  want  1"  while  yet  ^he 
-concluded  that  her  case  was  hopeless.  Whenever 
an  opportunity  offered  of  aiding  the  spreiad  of  the 
Gospel,  horror  would  seize  her;  because  she  thought, 
for  her  to  pretend  to  assist  in  so  great'  a  cause, 
would  be  to  act  the  hypocrite.     The  sight,  or  hear- 


ing  of  a:  person  come  to  the  house  on  the  grand 
inquiry,  would  throw  her  into  an  agony.  •*  That  per- 
son," she  wc3/ald  say,  "  will  obtain,  what  I  have 
irrecoverably  lost'*  And,  what  is  still  more  Affecting; 
tinder  the  severe  pressure  of  affliction,  accompanied 
with  the  horrors  of  darkness,  she  would  sometime!! 
be  heard  to  mdtter  complaints  against  God,  as  if  she 
were  hardly  dealt  by,  and  would  be  almost  impelled 

•  '  • 

to  blaspheme.  On  several  occasions  of  this  nature^ 
I  have  been  obliged  to  make  use  of  strong  re^ 
monstrances.  I  have,  oil  such  occasions,  suspected 
the  particular  agency  of  the  power  of  darkness^ 
and  prayer  has  been  our  only  availing  resource.' 
Herreasohing  would  often  appear,  even  to  herself,' 
inconsistent,  and  her  own  conclusions  indefensible,- 
yet  they  were  not  reliniquished.  She  would  be  silenc- 
ed, periiaps,  in  a  degree  pacified  yet  never  to  the' 
acknowledgment  of  hope.  For  several  weeks  pre- 
vious to  dissolution,  her  mind  discovered,  generally,' 
less  agony;  yet  there  were  seasons,  when  horrof 
pi'evailed' against  reason,  even  to  stormy  violence^ 
and  now  and  then  words  only  served,  like  wind,  te^ 
swell  the  tempest.  The  rnortiing  of  the  day  pre- 
ceding your  dear  friend's  release,  we  were  called  at 
three  o'clock,  under  the  alarm  of  the  cancer  bleed-^ 
ing.  This  left  her  extremely  languid  and  faint.  Some 
time  after,  I  found  her  hi  one  of  the  afore-men« 
tioned  agonies.  We  prayed :  we  entreated  the  inter*' 
position  of  the  Chief  Shepherd :  we  conversed  :  we 
cwewed  the  cry  of  distress,  ientreating  the  Lord  to 
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rebuke  the  cruel  adversary*  Some  present  quie- 
tude seemed  to  follow.  Nothing  remarkable  occi^rned 
until  the  eTening  of  that  day.  Between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven^  I  renewed  my  visit,  ^nd  found  my 
friend's  difficulty  iu  speaking  increased :  death  wa$ 
advancing.  *^  Well,  my  dear,"  I  said,  *^  I  am  qnce 
more  come  to  declare  to  you,  what  a  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  is,  and  t^ith  what  tender  compassion  he  re^ 
gards  your  distress."  Hastily «  her  labouring  voice 
interrupted  me ;  and  with  a  countenance  expressive 
of  inward  horror,  she  said,  *'  Pray,  Sir,  say  nothing : 
I  know  I  must  perish ! "  I  was  shocked :  for  a 
moment  I  was  inlenced;  and  though  I  knew  this 
was  the  utterance  of  a  strong  and  impatient,  though 

hopeless,  desire  of  salvation,  my  heart  trenibled,  lest 

• 

no  manifestation  of  the  glory  of  God's  •  mercy  and 
truth  should  be  granted  before  the  vail  of  flesh 
should  drop.  However,  this  affecting  reply  threw  me 
on  my  knees.  We  prayed  :  we  pleaded :  the  Lord 
was  pleased  to  fill  our  mouths  with  argunaents. 
Mercy  opened  the  lips  of  our  dear  friend,  and  her 
mouth  shewed  forth  the  praises  of  her  Lord,  in  an 
earnest  "  Amen ! "  repeated  three  or  four  times. 
llie  change  was  manifest :  in  the  mount  it  was  awn. 
It  was  the  echo  of  the  toice  of  tlie  Spirit,  speak^ 
ing  peace.  The  storm  was  hushed:  therQ  was 
a  great  calm.  The  lamb  was  rescued  from  the  paw^ 
of  the  lion,  and  sweetly  laid  in  the  Shepherd's  bo3om. 
I  said,  •'  Now,  is  not  the  Lord  Jesus  gracious?" 
"  Yes,  indeed,"  she  replied,  "  he  ia."  "  Naw^  cannofe 
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you  comtDit  your  soul  to  him,  and  fear  no  evil?  " 
*^  Y^s,  I  <»n  !"  '*  Now,  you  long  to  be  in  heaven,  to 
praiae  him  better  than  you  now  are  able?"  "  Yes,  I 
do !  I  do  !*'  43be  exclaimed ;  adding,  with  great  energy, 
*^  Oh,  I  could  do  any  thing,  or  bear  arty  thing ;  I 
could  still  bear  niy  affliction  in  life,  or  suffer  any  thing 
in  death,  if  I  might  in  any  way  bring  glory  to  God  !'* 
I  repeated  that  Scripture,  •'  Into  tliy  hands  I  com- 
mit my  spirit,  &c."  She  replied,  **  I  can  truly  say 
that/'  "Well,"  said  I,  '*you  have  had  a  long  and 
distressful  night :  now  the  day  is  come,  would  you 
not  wish  me  to  tell  your  friends  what  God  has  dono 
for  you  ?"  **  Oh  yes :  pray  do !"  "  Well,  we  shall  soon 
meet,  and  review  God's  dealings  with  you  in  this  con- 
flict and  deliveranfe^."  She  replied,  "  Happy,  happy 
meeting !" — It  was  one  o^docfc,  I.ord's-day  morn- 
ing, whet)  I  retired  to  rest;  but  a  transition  so  quick 
artd  delightful,  the  immediate  return  of  prayer,  ele- 
vated 4ftd  transported  my  mind,  while  my  eyes  were 
kept  uiakirtg.  The  ^ory  of  mercy  and  truth  seemed 
t6  shine  around  my  head.  My  soal  i^ejoiced  that' 
I  had  ever  known  this  vessel  pf  mercy :  the  part 
I  had  borne  in  her  distressftil  conflict  was  amply 
re^othpensed.  Yet  On  ray  return,  I  found  reason 
to  regret  that  I  had  left  her  :  her  mind  was  again 
clouded,  but  the  wprd  of  God  and  prayer  agam 
pfevailedi  When  speech  failed,  her  countenance 
brightened ;  and  soon  after  ten  o'clock,  Lord's-day 
morning  she  ceased  to  breathe,  and  went  to  Jesus 
i0^oMli  a  digh.    *^  Precious,  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord^ 
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ijs  the  death  of  his  saints  T  Now,  my  friend,  is  there 
not  a  God  in  Israel,  and  is  he  not  faithful?  Yes? 
and  who  shall  separate  us  from  his  love  ?  Verily, 
he  is  a  God  that  hideth  himself:  but  blessed  are  all 
they  that  wait  for  him. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.    fiOWDEK. 


LETTER  LII. 


TO  MISS  B- 


I  GRIEVE,  my  dear  friend,  to  think  how  long 
your  last  kind  and  M^elcome  letter  has  remained  un- 
answered. It  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  want  of  affec- 
tion. I  love  to  think  and  speak  of  you,  and  of  what 
the  grace  of  God  has  wrought  in  you  and  by  you ; 
and  were  you  with  me,  your  observation  would  fur- 
nish sufficient  apology  for  my  seeming  delay.     I 

sp^nt  a  few  hours  last  week  with ,  and  since 

that,  have  called  on  your  dear  mother  and  sister,  at 

.    There  I  wanted  opportunity  for  the  kind  of 

conversation  I  wished.  Blessed  society,  where  all 
are  ^^  one  heart  and  one  soul,"  and  all  have  receiv- 
ed the  '*  unction  of  the  Holy  One.**  Yet,  how 
thankful  ought  we  to  be  for  the  discrimination  of 
Hfie  grace  of  God  in  the  present  life !  What  a  lot 
is  theirs,  whom  God  hath  set  apart  for  himself!  He 
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$iids  them  subjects  of  sin  and  misery*  and  appoints 
them  to  ^*  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  lighti"  and 
then  undertakes  to  make  them  meet  for  that  ^o* 
rious  state. 

I  hear  with  much  concern,  that  you,  my  dear 
friend,   are  under  an  afflictive  visitation.      It  will 
be  a  transient  visit,   I   trust,  and  not  distressful ; 
a  passing  cloud,  that  will  distil  in  dews  of  heavenly 
blessing ;  the  visit  of  a  Physician,  whose  medicines 
may  be  bitter,  but  whose  skill  cannot  be  doubted. 
He  may  put  you  to  pain ;  but  his  design  is  gracious,' 
and  his  heart  is  tenderness  and  love.    It  is  one  thing  to 
be  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  as  a  righteous  and  wrath* 
All  Judge ;  and  another,  to  be  in  his  hand  as  the 
God  of  grace,  working  salvation  within  us,  and  draw- 
ing the  characters  of  his  own  name  on  the  soul.' 
Truly,  it  is  our  wisdom  to  yield  ourselves  to  him,  and* 
to  humble  ourselves  under  his  mighty  hand,  while  he 
sits  as  a  Refiner,  purging  away  the  dross,  and  taking 
away   the  tin.     What  a  purifying  and  endearing* 
representation  is   that,    *^  By  his  stripes  ye   are 
healed  r    Our  souls  derive  life  eternal,  from  his- 
wounds  and  death.     What  did  he  suffer,  that  we* 
might  be  delivered  from  raging  disease  and  death !  - 
And  to  what  painful  measures  should  not  we  be 
willing  to  submit,  if  thereby  we  may  be  brought  to 
experience  the  healing  virtue  of  his  precious  blood  .^ 
3in  has  opened  many  an  avenue,  by  which  afflic- 
tion .and    trouble  may  assail  us  in  this  life;    but 
'-.  jChrist  io  you"  is  a  blessed  antidote  to.over<» 
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whelming  trouble.  Christ,  aod  a  sweet  sense  of 
forgiveness  through  his  dying  love ;  Christ,  and  the 
firm  hope  of  being  Hke  him,  and  of  bebg  with  him ; 
hew  much  is  contained  in  this,  to  relieve  the  bitter- 
ness of  the  bitterest  cup,  and  silence  every  com- 
plaining thought!  Luther  said  well,  ^'  Lord,  par* 
don  my  sin,  and  strike  me  where  thou  wilt ;''  wil- 
ling to  receive  the  blow  in  his  person,  iiis  estate,  his 
relations^ — any  where,  so  that  sin  were  pardoned,  and 
love  directed  the  hand  that  wounded  him.  And  again, 
^^  Lord,  strike ;  strike  me  any  where,  so  sin  may 
feel  it"  Let  me  have  losses,  crosses^  sickness,  po* 
verty,  any  tiling  that  thy  fatherly  wisdom  and  love 
shall  appoint ;  so  that  my  sins  be  sutfdued,  and  my 
precious  soul  prosper,  $nd  be  in  health.  Oh  the 
excellency,  the  suitableness,  the  fulness,  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus !  How  often  the  heart  of  a  poor  man 
has  revived  at  the  sight  of  a  kind  benefieictor ;  the 
heart  of  a  sick  man,  at  the  approach  of  a  physician ; 
|:he  heart  of  a  captive,  at  the  sound  of  his  re*- 
deemer's  footsteps !  Bat  ^^  Christ  is  all,  and  in  all." 
Satan,  as  far  as  permitted,  will  be  taking  us  from 
one  mountain  of  vanity  to  another,  that  he  might 
entangle  our  minds,  with  creature -love ;  but  where 
is  the  mountain  fron)  whence  the  spiritual  sense 
will  not  detennine,  that  the  world,  in  its  fairest 
appearance,  possesses  no  glory  in  comparisop  of 
the  glory  that  excelleth?  The  Lord  Jesus  too, 
blessed  be  his  name,  leads  us  about,  that  he  may 
instruct  us ;  leads  us  through  vales  oi  sorrow,  and 
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)^Kfer  inouQtains  of  difficulty,  and  sometimes  down 
into  the  depths  of  trouble :  but  sometimes,  he  re- 
veals his  arm,  he  sheds  the  beams  of  his  glory 
around  us.  The  further  we  go  with  bioi,  the 
mpre  we  see  of  him,  and  the  more  we  know 
him,  the  more  we  shall  love  him.  Love  is  the  centu* 
rion  in  our  soul :  it  has  a  commanding  power :  it 
issues  its  orders  to  every  power  and  faculty,  and 
says  to  one,  ^'  Go,"  and  be  goeth ;  and  to  another^ 
''^  Come,"  and  he  cometh.  Blessed  principle  !  It  is 
pleasant  to  obey  when  love  to  Christ  commands ; 
and  Christ  cannot  be  known,  where  he  is  not  be- 
loved. What  a  privilege,  then,  to  possess  any  thing 
of  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord !  This  is  eternal  life.  Well  did  one  say, 
**  I  delight  most  in  that  sermon  which  disco vereth 
most  of  sin  in  me,  and  most  of  Christ  Jesus  unto  me.*^ 
And  have  we  not  sometimes  found  reason  to  review 
with  heart*feli  gratitude  one  affliction  and  another, 
on  the  account  of  the  advantage  we  thereby  gained, 
in  respect  of  our  knowledge  of  Christ  and  fellowship 
with  him.  Then,  when  future  trials  come,  clouds 
are  passing  over  us,  and  storms  seem  to  *be  rising, 
rather  than  yield  to  unbelieving  fears,  and  the 
mutterings  of  flesh  and  blood,  let  us  prepare  to 
meet  our  Lord,  and  to  hail  the  manifestations  of  his 
•  glory  and  his  love  in  that  stormy  trial.  How  delighted 
will  our  souls  be,  when  every  vail  shall  be  removed, 
and  the  God  of  salvation  shall  be  seen,  and  his 
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works  and  ways  shall  be  contemplated  in  the  light  tf 
g)ory !  Then  nothing  shall  be  heard  but  '*  Halle* 
lujah !  He  hath  done  all  things  wdl ! ''  •  -  - ' 

,^  Truly,  the  present  are  times  of  great  distress  to 
many,  and  of  great  anxiety  to  all  who  have  the 
interest  of  our  country,  and  of  Zion  At  heart.  A 
heavy  cloud  bangs  over  our  manufactories  and  com- 
merce. It  occasions  alarm  in  several  inspects: 
many  fear,  lest  the  measure  of  national,  sin  should 
be  shortly  filled  up  by  decrees  oppiessive  to  many 
of  the  people  of  Gpd,  However,  thou^  God 
may  pursue  sin  with  indignation  and  wrath,  he 
will  not  fail  to  provide  a  hiding  place  for  .those 
who  love  him.  Oh,  to  stand  in  the  deft  of  the 
rock,  and  only  hear,  the  thundering  sound  of  bb 
chariot,  and  see  his  flaming  arrows  as  he  passes 
in  awful  judgments  by !  The  cup  has  gone  roimd; 
and  is  not  yet  at  rest.  But  there  is  a  gracious 
call;  *^  Gome,  iny  people,  enter  into  thy  cham- 
bers,'* &c. 

I  am,  &C. 

J.  BOWBEK. 
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TO   MISS  B' 


Mant  times  have  I  parposed,  since  your  af- 
fectiog  lossi  to  tell  you  bow  much  I  participate  in^ 
your  sorrows,  and  how  much  mercy,  I  think,  is  min*; 
gled  in  this  bitter  cup.  Yes,  we  have  to  sing  of 
mefcy  and  of  judgment;  and  mercy  claims  the  first 
note,  and  deserves  a  very  high  strain  of  thanks-^ 
giving.  Indeed,  the  loss  is  severe ;  the  suflferings  of 
grief  cannot  be,  nor  ought  they  to  be,  restrained.  Je^ 
sus  himself  wept  over  the  grave  of  Lazarus ;  yet  it  is 
the  hand  of  Jesus  that  has  struck  this  comfort  dead. 
The  breath  of  your  gracious  Lord  has  blasted  that- 
which,  perhaps,  you  would  call  the  fairest  gourd  in 
your  earthly  paradise ;  that  from  which  you  expected 
refreshment  for  many  years  to  come.  But  has  he  done 
this  for  his  own  pleasure ?  What !  .to  satiate  himself 
with  the  griefs,  and  tears,  and  agonies  of  a  widowed 
partner,  of  motherless  children,  and  bereaved  rela- 
tions and  friends?  Oh,  no:  this  is  not  after  the 
manner  of  Him  who  came  from  his  throne  of  glory, 
and  paid  our  ransom  with  his  own  most  precious 
blood.  ,  We  know  enough  of  his  character,  'and  of 
his  heart,  to  assure  us  that  he  has  some  great,  some 
most  gracious  design  to  answer.  Who  can  tell  but 
he  means  \p  effect  an  entrance  as  ri|^tfu]  Lord  and 
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Saviour  into  some  heart,  and  by  this  wound  to  open 
the  way.  Then  you  may  hereafter  hear  such  a  con- 
fession as  this :  ^'  In  the  day  of  m^  trouble  I  sought 
the  Lord  :  my  sore  ran  in  the  night,  and  ceased  not: 
my  soul  refused  to  be  comforted.  I  bried  unto  God 
with  my  voice,  even  unto  God  with  my  voice,  and 
he  gave  ear  unto  me.'*  I  lost  a  bdoved  earthly 
friend,  or  I  had  not  found,  nor  sought,  '^  the  Chiefest 
among  ten  thouscmd,  die  altogether  lovely. ** 

Is  It  not  delightful  to  think  of  the  end  to  which  all 
his  measures  relating  to  his  people  are  directed? 
"  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace !"  And  is  it 
hard  to  believe  that  measures,  directed  by  Infinite 
Wisdom  and  Love,  are  well  chosen?  Let  ns  be 
content  at  present,  though  the  Ministei^  of  Provi- 
dence work  with  their  hands  **  under  their  wings," and 
Ibou^  their  operations  are  wrapped  up  in  cloud  and 
mystery.  Soon  the  whele  work  will  be  completed ; 
the  light  of  celestial  glory  will  shine  upoA  it:  Jesus 
the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  will  entert^A 
lis  with  a  bright  vision  of  it,  will  submit  the  whole 
to  our  inspection,  and  make  his  appeal  to  our  reason 
and  our  sense.  Then  how  shall  we  reflect  on  our 
complaints ! 

His  own  soft  band  shall  wipe  the  tears 

From  ct'ry  tveeping  eye; 
And  pains,  and  groans,  and  griefs,  and  fears. 

And  death  itself  shall  die. 

And  is  there  not  sometimes  found  a  great  deal  of 
aweet  peace  and  rich  ecmtentment  in  a  time  of  aflSic- 


HkkOi  ivhen  our  minds  can  feel  a  ground  on  which 
to  rest  in  the  f^temal  word  of  the  ^*  Lord  God  of 
TjTuthy"  and  we  can  with  patient .  submission  bow 
tp  his  will  ?  Is  there  a  better  evidence  of  adoption  ? 
^'  For.  wbom  the  Lord  loveth  be  chasteneth."  It  is 
the  worthless^  brifor  that  is  neglected  and  left  uncut : 
the  vine  is  vdiuedi  and  therefore  pruned.  The  Saints 
have  in  all  ages  gone  to  their  blessed  home  through 
much  tribulation;  and  those  of  them  who  were 
most  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  have  had  the 
largest  share. 

Jt  seems  as  if  patient  submission  to  the  will  of 
God,  in  affliction^  were  the  brightest  ornament  and 
the  highest  perfection  of  our  nature.  Our  Great 
High  Priest  was  "  made  perfect  by  suffering;"  and 
his  Spirit  admonishes  us,  *^  Let  Patience  have  her  per- 
fect work,"  (as  if  it  belonged  to  her  to  put  the  finish- 
ing hand,  the  last  touch,  in  forming  Christ  in  the 
soul) ;  "  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire,  wanting 
nothing:"  and  tribulation  worketh  patience,  and 
brings  us  to  bear,  with  humble  resignation,  the  will 
of  God  in  severe  afflictions.  And  what  shall  we 
-say  of  this  duty  under  the  afflicting  circumstances  of 
the  present  dispensation?  Is  our  God  a  hard 
Master?  Can  we  take  a  survey,  and  not  (fonfess 
that  submission  is  a  reasonable  service  ?  Snrviving 
friends,  for  a  season,  *have  lost  a  much-endeared 
earthly  comfort;  but  God,  the  All-sufficient,  well 
imows  how  to  heal  the  breach,  and  cause  that  loss  to 
be  their  great  gain.    But  let  Faith,  instead  of  Sens^ 
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judge  and  determine  of  this  measure  of  ProvideMil. 
It  will  open  Heaven,  and  all  its  joys  asid  glories,  to 
our  view.  It  will  represent  the  flight  of  the  ran- 
somed and  heaven-born  spirit  to  her  proper  bome^ 
and  her  reception,  entertainment,  and  exaltatidn 
there,  till,  in  the  delightful  visiooy*  odF*  griefs  are 
lost  in  cohgratulation  and  praise.  Often  I  tbiok 
how  wonderfully  the  grace  of  God  prevented  and 
blessed  you.  This  is  great,  very  great  mercy':  but 
:]t  seems  as  if  this  were  not  alL  Grace  had  a  finv 
ther  respect.  "  I  will  bless  thee, ">  the  God  of 
Grace  seems  to  have  said,  *^  and  thou  shalt  be  a 
:blessing  !'*  May  the  word  of  God,  and  -tbe^  Spirit 
of  God,  still  go  forth  by  your  conversation,  and 
may  others  glorify  God  in  you  and  for  you !  ' 

Your's,  &c.  &c..  ' 

J.  BOWDZlf. 


f 
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TO  MISS  B 


Now  I  begin  to  hope  I  may  one  day  meet  in 
the  body  my.  much-endeared  correspondent^  with  the 
rest  of  her  highly-favoured  family.  Blessed  be  God, 
.who  has  done  so  much  for  you,  and  with  the  same 
oil  of  his  precious  grace  has  proceeded  to  fill  other 
vessels  of  your  household  I    G  lorious  pri  vilege  !    M j 
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dear  friendy'  how  much  have  you  to  say  of  the  gra(^ 
of  God!  When  the  fountain  of  everlasting  love 
has  found  a  passage  into  the  hearts  of  the  chil* 
dren  of  men,  what  limits  can  be  set  to  expectation? 
"  It  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be.'*  The 
vessel  will  ii6  doiibt  expand  as  it  is  supplied.  The 
source  of  supply  is  unmeasurable;  thevessel,  there* 
fottj'  will  for  ever  be  receiving,  for  ever  enlarging, 
and  suffer  no  diminution  by  all  its  offerings  of  joy 
and  praise  at  the  foot  of  the  throiie.  Here  I  am 
struck  with  the  recollection  of  a  saying  of  a  celebrat- 
ed minister,  Mr.  D.  Burgess: — -^  Did  any  sinful 
man,  when  converted  to  God,  fully  know  the  extent 
of' privilege  to  which  he  stands  intitled,  he  must  at 
once  either  live  by  miracle,  or  die  for  joy."  Then 
there  is  nothing  unreasonable  in  the  exhortation  of  our 
great  Master,  to  "  rejoice  evermore."  *'  In  every 
thing  give  thanks/*  Afflictions  in  one  respect  or 
other  we  all  have,  we  must  have.  Our  present  state 
bespeaks  them.  It  is  a  warfare;  it  is  a  pilgrimage:  it 
is  not  our  rest  We  will  count,  then,'  upon  losses  and 
disappointments  in  the  creature ;  and  though  u  e  may 
be  pierced  by  troubles  when' they  come,  and  flesh  and 
blood  complain,  yet,  in  the  strength  of  our  great 
Captain,  we  will  take  tlie  shield  of  faith;  they  shall 
not- lay  hold  idf*  our  heart  to  depress  and  sink  it; 
they'  shall  not  provoke  us  to  conclude  ungratefully; 
that  we  are  not  beloved  because  afflicted.  We  will 
not  be  .oflfended  at  Christ,  or  at  his  waiys,  because 
of  them.    We  will  take  up  our  cross^  -  and  bear  our 
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'  griefs  humbly^  submissively,  cheerfully. :  We  wHl 
endeavour  to  get  above  tliem,  and  live  above  them, 
above  the  discouraging  thoughts  they  are  bo  apt  to 
awaken.  We  will  forget  the  things  that  are  be- 
hind, and  reach  forth  to  those  tilings  which  are  be- 
fore, and,  among  them,  to  the  precious  fruits  of  sanc- 
tified afSictions.  , 

My  dear  friend,  I  cannot  tell  you  that  you  will 
never  have  another  cross  so  heavy ;  but  I  can  tdl 
you,  that  a  sight  of  Christ  cruci£ed  will  make  the 
heaviest  burden  light :  and  what,  indeed,  will  not  love 
to  Christ  enable  a  saved  sinner  to  do  and  to  bear  ? 
How  would  it  constrain  him  to  think  well  of  all  that 
his  Lord  does !  How  often,  even  in  this  world,  the 
clearing  up  of  dark  and  distressful  dispensations  pre- 
sents surprising  discoveries  of  tender  love,  and 
serves,  like  fuel  fresh  applied  to  the  spwk  of  Di- 
vine love  in  the  heart,  to  raise  it  to  a  flame  1  Then, 
ivhat  will  our  experience  be  amidst  the  op^iing  vi* 
sions  of  Heaven  ?  Oh !  let  us  look  forward  be* 
yond  the  Cross  to  the  Crown ;  beyond  the  discipline 
of  our  Father*s  family  on  earth,  to  their  state  of  per- 
fection and  glory,  when  he  shall  have  fulfilled  in 
them  "  all  the  good  pleasure  of  his  goodness !  then, 
griefs  and  fears,  and  hard  thoughts  of  God,  and 
mutterings  of  complaint,  will  be  for  ever  lost  in 
ecstacies  of  wonder  and  joy.  Let  us  bless  God>  then, 
for  a  good  hope  through  grace.  It  is  worth  all  the 
bliss  that  creature-streams  can  aflford,  a  thousand 
times  told.    Let  us  be  thankful  for  a  firm  ground 


Qf  boipe^  and  Hmt  Brtaetinic<  we  caa  fetl  the  stabi- 
ttbjf^ef  tbtf'grcHitid^  aild  £nd  rest,  evea  itet  in  frpi>» 
U%  tlKiteiki  Yet  We  wouM  not  be  higb  minded^ 
biitiMMPi  jaod  eidroise  m  fodly  jealou^  ever  onntelvea. 
We  weuM  net  pMstune  en  our  i»n  strwgtbv.  but 
Itaa  on  Ibe  arm  of  Him  who  id  ^  the  Alpha  9mA 
Oi^ffC-  im  the  greafc  work  of  salration.  Oh !  what 
should:  be  tbe  affectiQiii,  the  holy  conversation,  of  ar 
ledeaoaeA  lidner!  What  love,  what  praise,  whikt 
lisrna^  may  be  expected  from  her !  And  what  w 
all  ^e  can  do,  compared  with  the  immense  obli« 
gafttees  she  is  under  ?  I  rejoice,  my  dear  friend,  in 
what  the  grace  of  God  has  enabled  you  to  do,  and 
Usssed  you  in  doings  I  regard  with  delight  your 
prayefs^  and  tearv  and  endeavours,  for  Ibe  salvatioo. 
dftho*  yoii  loire^  aad  ^*  glorify  God  in  .imhi/* 

I  fiontteplate  your  exertion^,  witb  those  of  your 
sistona,  iatbe  Soisday  School,  and  admire  the  grace 
that  haa  g^ven  yon  tbe  og pettunity,  and  prepared  yout 
hearty  le  serve  a  MUster  so  great  afid  ae  good.  But  ifi 
-efeeouldsenRe  Gdd  eniearth  aafae  is  served  in  heaven;* 
i£  we  bad  tbd  strength  ef  angels  and  glorified  saints^ 
ta  de  bis  wiU^  we  should  fiidl  infinitely  short  of  bis' 
greet  love  in  cbooaieg  as,  and  calling  ue  with  an. 
hefy. calling.  What  rcCaraB  can  be  made  for  con« 
verting  grace  so  serereignly  conferred  ?  And  how 
afaenU  eie  adnme'  tbe  exeeeding  greatness  of  that 
power  wfaicb  wrought  efieotueBy  to  change  a  mind 
that  wee  bent  on  dqiarting  finxti  Ibe  living. God; 

UN 
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that  was  t)lmdly  pursuing  vaaitjr,  and  Hiadlyinisb* 
ing  into  misery,  shame,  and  .death?  .Oh^  what 
Gould  creature^iendsfaiph^  and  aU  created  povert 
have  done !  Had  all  tiie  angris^  in.hosmo  meived 
it  in  charge  to  stand  in  the  way  of  one  poor  sinner, 
nmning,  .with  all  bb  might,  to  destruction,  and 
drive  him  back,  without  the  concurrence  4>f  the  Al- 
mi^ty  Power  and  Spirit  of  God,  thosd  heaveidy 
hosts  would  have  been  too  feeble  and  too  £bw  to 
have  bloclced  up  aU  the  passages  between  sin  and 
hell,  and  turn  him  into  the  way  of  peace.  It  is  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  that  has  done  it ;  in  amazing  grace 
and  condescension  and  sover^gnty,  don&it  .  Then 
bow  should  my  feeble  lips  labour  to  speak  his  praise, 
and  all  that  is  within  me  attempt  to  serve  him ! 

'  Let  us  not  think  it  strange  to  be  reminded,  and 
sometimes  to  be  made  very  painfully  to  fed>  that  we 
are  in  the  wilderness ;  but  let  us  admire  the  mercy 
that  has  encompassed  our  path  with  so  many  re* 
freshing  springs,  that  sheds  so  blessed  -au  influence 
upon  uSj  and  entertains  us.  with  the  prospectSwand 
songs  of  Sion  in  this  strange  IjEmd.  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  been  (in  respect  ci  personal,  and  espe* 
cially  of  relative  mercies)  satiated,  and  sometimes 
almost  overwhelmed,  with  the-  Lord's  great  and  yar 
rious  goodness:  and  I  have  superadded  pleasure  in 
congratulating  you  oh  the  aboundingi  of  the  mercy 
of  God  unto  you  and  yours.^  The  Lord  make  you 
to  inei:ease  and  abound  in  love  one. towards  an* 


k:ai. 


V 


djttiari  «iid  fowardf  «U  men,  e^n  as*  we  do  towards 
yoa  1  .Tlie  Lord  be  widi  you,  my  dear  firieod,  and 
Uesayou,  and  perform  all  things  for  you,  and  tbea 
w^tbioi  but  good  will  happen  to  you ! 


r.-.  ■• 

-    1  am,  &c^ 

J.  BOWDSX. 

(        r 

4 

LETTER  LV. 

•* 

TO  Af/SS  B- . 

.  * 


I  THANK  you,  my  dear  young  friend,  for  your 
firee  and  afibctionate  address.  *  You  could  not  have 
ftirnished  occasion  of  higher  gratification  to  m^^ 
than  when  yod  thus  state,-^^'  I  do  not  find  that  plea* 
sure  or  profit  I  could  wish  in  reading  the  Bible,  or 
in  the  duty  of  priv&te  prayer ;  which  is  a  great  grief 
to  me^  ami  at' times  depresses  my  spirits  exceedin^y. 
Yet,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  there  is  not  any  thing 
oneardi  but  what  I.  would  cheerfully  resign,  to  pos« 
sess  an  mterest  in  Christ  and  his  salvation.    I  im- 
pute my  present  feetings  to  the  hardness  and  unbe« 
lief  of  my  own  sinful  heart,  though  it  is  my  con* 
stent  prayer  to  be  cleansed  from  all  secret  faults. 
Those  seasons^  when  I  can  feel  and  acknowledge 
my  own  weakness  and  insufficiency,  and  rely  only 
on  my  blessed  Saviour,  are  very  detightfuL"    But 
you  arfi»  .discouraged,  because  you  never  experience 
^y  y^^  ^^^  fftptUTfl  410  many  do ;  because  ypnr. 

S  K  S 


J4I  aowntv^  mtiiAiKs. 

Uttg  td  {M^  mlMBtiai  to  jytiy  .tting^  wbidiM^viam; 
hmMmjavL  feel  tir  etidcHMEe  ia  jpsijiilMtf  of  «r]MMi% 
chaage ;  therefon^  90inetia|as^  jiM  ««g  fM  flaic^yM 
never  shall  be  calM  tiy  g|iace.  Now^  my  fneody  I 
wUfctstt  5WI  vihat  appears  to  me  to  be  the  mind  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  Word,  respectbg  your  case 
thus  stated.  There  is  a  change  that  passes  on  th; 
aaved  sinner,  and  it  v  g|:eat  and  indispensable :  it  is 
a  passing  from  death  to  life,  from  darkness  to  lig{h(^ 
from  a  state  of  condemaa(i0il^alld  ^^NPath  into  a  statQ 
.of  acceptance  and  covenant-friendship  widi  God; 
ftoai*8t|rte  of  sarnie  aubjiectiqii'toaiB  andAatan, 
into  die  gtosiMs  liberty  ttf  the  cU^  Of 

this  distingiMhIsd'  besppgp  fiunily'  of  liswiBroiitod  haa» 
tvMhboni  nouKfei^  CfarLit*is^tbcr>heaiL'  l6  i9;in4rift«Nll 
Ibeir  bemgrbrougbt  into  tlwifelkmriuj^  oCGta^  ami 
being  by  fiuthraiid. love  united. to  bim^  tbaClli^  are 
Hicde  te^  pavtake  of  spiiilual  Ufa,  audi,  bagu  tottosto 
^fAseama  the  goad  woid  of;  Godv  ta  be.sensibltf  o(f 
^ei|5uce& SH^id  pitfaa^  and  tb^  expEbsa  desires  makMHf 
tipathies,  to  vfakbthey  had  beea  stnuqpiB...  Th^ 
Saoood  Adam  has  been  to  than  iaqtiiblmflMg. Spirits 
thek)  nenr  and  apinlual .  K£et;  isi  anaifeslBd^:  and  att^ 
tha>8uffilciency>  of  that  Ilia  iS'ia  Christy,  and  to  be  le^, 
oeiwdaiitai&faisrfiilaasfc  ;i8atiiatthelifeMid>slreiigti^ 
and  grqialh  and  coaafini^  efra  iwd  bordtfamvabever 
^ill  be  sKoordiag  at  hia  beUevibg  ragatdlL  are  to 
tbe: Lardi  Jeans  Cbrat,  Hisb  dependaooe  da  Gbnst 
is.abspbOBi  fsr  nearer  soiUian^toali  of  tto  sifvlfi^gt 


IP¥4  M  «^:  tjp  ;S|iHriK  «|C)»i»  $9191  iWtp  )«»  1M|9% 
Ibis  ennfe  snd  Kirmtt  vhtiMii*!  ttM  Muslenec-  of  tins 

•  •  • 

Ig  bf  4y»»(i9m«»8Kl»  t)w>u^  joivquM»»t  p^fef  pifa^y 

f^  Ms  ^t  $Qp. ,  Ijilew  I  ^^  yen  1m>ik  (M  }t«w 
HifA,  I  b^v«  yfta  i^oulf)  ai»w«ii  i«i9  «%  «»  jtOMT 
tW  .)m««  im^A*  9i¥l  0^r»  bav«  toM  yoo :  Bor 
V/ki^  y9i*  ^  HueflQkoo  tl|^  reality  of  youi  9pu«tHal 
jyHih  VHQWIW  tbf  <<IWQgfi  wa3  ipMOl  introdu^  or  at> 
jtm4f4  wit^  t)^o39  «()DTM:tkNii^  and  terrara^  wk)i  vbi^b 

ftKK^  cbangCi  %c;€pm|^i«bf(&  the  saii^  da«igp,  in  vmy 
4i9^reiU  wi^y«.  7^^^>^gli^  he  ha»  not  been  pleued  t9 
Ql^  %  t|»e  earibqufU^et  th^  wbirlwiqd^  and  tlpf 
ftOiffQ,  tfit  p^^fgLT^  bjiSf  wfy^  to  yqiflt  he^^;  »*t»  if  l# 
)}f8  preveoM  yeM  wi(b  tbe  blei^iqg  oC  bis^  giMidQ€8fv 
flit^  b^^fprf  yoH qalle4  haf'Ufrwered  you-;  if  be  bif 
VMtrqt^SfW  wi*  his  eye,i  en4:  by  a  1^^  whiph 
pen^nte4  y^i^  fOul|  bm  sent  yQU  tayour  closet  trem^ 
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bling  and  weeping  over  your  sins  and  your  heart  of 
sin ;  if,  with  a  still  small  voice,  he  has  spoken  io 
some  precious  word  to  your  soul,  and  sweetly  drawn 
and  made  you  willing,  in  the  day  of  his  power,  to 
accept  of  Christ  as  he  is  offered  in  the  Grospel ;  If 
he  has  poured  upon  you  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  sup* 
plication,  and  has  caused  you  tolook^on  him  whom 
you  "have  pierced,  and  mourn,**  and/ in  the  con- 
templation of  the  cross  and  sufferings  of  Christ,  has 
discovered  to  you  the  exceeding  sinfiilness  of  sin, 
and  taught  you  to  regard  it  with  hatred  and  revenge, 
as  your  worst  enemy ;  if  he  has  shed  abroad  the 
love  of  God  in  your  heart,  and  made  it  a  new,  aod 
powerful,  and  delightful  principle  of  obedience ;  if 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  been  upon  you,  and 
wrought  in  your  soul  such  tempers  as  these,  then 
has  he  herein  spoken  good  concerning  you,  and 
peace  unto  you :  nor  should  you  suffer  any  reason* 
ings  of  an  unbelieving  or  desponding  mind  to  take 
that  peace  from  you.  It  is  pleasant,  and  greatly  to 
be  desired,  to  live  beneath  unclouded  heavens^  and  in 
the  exercise  of  fervent  love  to  Christ ;  yet  our  hea* 
venly  Father,  in  his  infinite  wisdom  add  grace, 
chooses  a  very  different  path  for  many  of  his  dear 
children.  He  leads  them  amidst  clouds  and  dark- 
ness, with  many  sighs,  and  griefs,  and  tears ;  yet, 
4iiB  way  is  always  found  to  be  the  right  way.  In 
this  respect,  the  experience  of  our  late  fri erid, '  Mrs. 
L — ,  is  particularly  remarkable,  of  wbidr  yoti  hnvc 
heard,    and  perhaps,  ere  lOrig,  yt)u  may  Tead.     I 
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mabf  ^tterefore,  that  you  would  set  the  Lor4  before 
yoii)---the  Lord  JesuSi  the  Friend  and  Saviour  of  pe- 
rishing sinners, — in  all  &e  wonders  6f  his  love,  the 
grace  he  so  freely  tenders,  and  the  service  he  re* 
quires. .^  Then  ask,  "  Is  my  heart  with  him  ?  Do  I 
hunger  and  thirst  for  his  salvation  ?  Am  I  willing 
4hat  he  should  save  me^lirpm  my  sins^  from  all  of 
them,  and  by  whatever  means  he  shall  choose? 
Could  I  find  delight  in  his  ways,  in  his  word,  in 
the  company  of  his  people  ?  Could  I  hold  fast  the 
profession  of  my  faith  amidst  painful  trials,  and 
«even  persecution,  for  his  dear  iiame's  sake,  and  find 
my  all  in  Christ,  though  called  to  suffer  the  loss  of 
«lt  things  for  him.  If  you  find  such  a  heart  ni  you, 
you  have  evidence  more  substantial  than  that,  which 
Wises  from  joys  and  raptures.  The  Spirit  himself 
-beareth  witness  with  your  spirit  These  are  the  im*- 
•pressions  of  bis  own  seal;  these  are  the  effects  of 
ibe  great  change  which  you  are  solicitous  to  have 
-evidaoce  of;  the  strong  BXid  restless,  desire  of  the 
sincere  milk  of  the  word ;  godly  sorrow  for^a ;  flee* 
Idg  for  refrige  to  Christ ;  cleaving  to  him  by  &ilh 
find  love }  devotedness  and  submission  of  the  soul 
tO'him.  These  are  the  characters  and  acting  of  the 
idiildren  of  God  :  Ihey  demonstrate  spiritual  life  as 
trcdy  as  breathing,  and'  <rykig,  add  feeding  evi«* 
SoBce  nattinal  life.  Tjiei^r^et  MK  yciup  heart  be 
trembled:  regard,  with  thaftikfiilness  what  God  has 
^one;  and  still  wiait  upon  him,  and  pour  out  your 
soul  befcMre  him :  be  will  not  shut  out  your  prayer. 


He  may  withhold  seniibte  covifqprtfi  tp  jpNdfe  fm 
v^fon  impoituoate ;  but  ''  thw  «haU  y0u  jRiaif»  I 
you  foUow  on  to  know  the  Lord." 

I  acBy  Ac. 

J.  BOWHSV. 


LETTER  LVI- 


TO  MJSS  M- 


Tbui^t,  there  is  no  friend  like  the  kkfHi 
Loid  Jesus.  Thougjiiit  10  compamtivriy  wqr  Utile 
ifaftt  I  knoiw  of  him,  yet,  from  what  I  have  Pfles  m4 
knowflif  I  heve  reason  to  i|>eak  ^f  his  9«m  vitti 
Btomal  admiration.  He  drew  me  with  the  eord*  ^ 
bis  feve ;  aod,  I  trust,  effectuaUy  bouml  my  fcsir|  tp 
him  at  a  i^ery  early  period ;  and  the  ei^peoHMW  «f 
rarolviog  years,  in  a  long  succe«aiw,  bM  fiOOlvir 
buted  very  greatly  to  endear  his  beloved  fW9^  ^ 
iooneaise  confidence  in  him,  and  to  render  kit  HKt 
vke  *more  sweet ;  nor  i»  there  any  thing  mtl# 
my  power  that  I  would  not  do  v>  aid  a  bpmUs  Wr 
4iuker,  wbose  heart  is  prepared  tp  leave  nU  to  fi^Qiopr 
bim.  I  have,  and  I  bope  you  haxe^  a  peiBuaaMi^ 
that  you  truly^  and  from  your  very  heart, .  4«IW0  iP 
be  his;  but  whether  he  wiU  reosive  yoM,  w.a  fjwop* 
tion  ypn.have  often  regarded  with  tremUwc  Md 


ftnsiety.  These  8ii8pfeion$  are  the  TQsult  of  mistakM 
or  elouded  apprehentiaDs.  Did  unbelief  ipterpoae 
no  Teil  between  your  mind  and  the  representatiaa 
which  is  given  of  him  in  his  own  mo6t  preci<ius  prob^ 
mites,  Mnd  the  wonderful  rewards  of  his  love,  yoo 
woqld  not  suspect  the  sincerity  of  your  own  heart ; 
you  could  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  respect  to 
the  willbgnees  of  the  Saviour,  or  his  ability.  To 
be  the  Saviour  of  lost  sinners  is  the  commission  he 
has  received  from  his  Father :  it  is  his  office^  and 
for  this  he  is  anointed ; — it  is  the  commission  he 
has  accepted; — it  is  the  business  in  which  his  soul 
sa  engaged.  What  heart-felt  joy,  even  in  a  dark 
night,  has  a  poor  sinner  sometimes  found  in  those 
vwrds :  ^*  Lo,  I  come ;  I  delight  to  do  thy  will^  O 
God  !"  What  has  be  done,  what  has  he  suffered,  to 
MBure  this  most  gracious  purpose !  What  a  ransoin 
lias  he  paid !  What  enemies  has  he  vanquished! 
Whal  mountains  have  been  made  low ;  what  valleys 
iiBVB  Jieen  exalted ;  what  obstacles,  that  must  for  ever 
howfaeen  insuperable  to  every  arm  but  his,  have  yieldt 
mA  to  his  determination  to  open  to  helpless,  wretched 
jQiutcasts,  a  way  of  return  to  God,  though  at  the 
OKj^nse  of  the  last  drop  of  his  blood !  Wooderf 
foi  detemination  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  in  regard  of 
Us  tOfwn  creatures  in  the  vilest  rebellion!  Pre- 
doui  Wood!  in  the  view  of  a  humble  broken^ 
lasaited'  linner  seekiDg  aalvation.  What  a  meetr 
ingMfll  there  be  of  <he  Saviour  and  bis  ransomed 
trttoa,.  when  tho  import  of  those!  words  from  his 
^oleraalFathor  shall  far  ^lUy  known,  '^  Bjf  the  hlood 
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mf  thy  oovenant  have  I  sent  ibrA  thy  prBoners  <ml 
of  the  pit  wberein  is  no  water !"  Then  with  what 
transport  wiH  Jesus  see  his  seed,  while  mtk  infinite 
satisfaction  he  remembers  Calvary  1  He  will  rest  ia 
kis  love ;  lie  wilt  rejoice  over  you  with  sin^i^.  And 
must  it  not  be  to  him,  even  now,  an  occasion  of  joy; 
when,  by  effectual  calling,  he  hath  found  the  sheep  he 
kad  lost  ?  I  mention  these  things^  my  dear  young 
friendy  to  shew  bow  unreascmable  it  is  to  doubt 
whether  the  Lord  Jesus  will  receive  a  sinner  who 
eomes  to  him.  Now  can  you  desire  a  better  warrant 
than  his  own  gracious,  importnnatei  repeated  call, 
accompanied  with  the  sweet  assurance,  *'  Him  that 
cometh  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out ;"  a  call  enforced 
by  the  drawing  of  his  Spirit?  Tell  me,  are  you  not 
willing  to  receive  Mm,  to  rest  all  your  hope  upaa 
him,  to  possess  your  all  for  time  auid  for  etenuty 
Sn  him  ?  But  thta  is  not  the  case  with  all  that  are 
invited.  Alas  1  many  bold  fast  iniquity,  many  cleave 
to  the  world,  while  they  trust  in  themselves  that  they 
are  righteous.  They  are  already  engaged  in  a  cove- 
nanty  and  will  not  break  it,  with  hell  and  with  death. 
But  your  >hcart  is  with  Christ,  and  you  account 
all  things  but  loss  that  you  may  wnn  Christ.  Yon 
are  crying,  *'  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove,  then 
would  I  flee  away  and  be  at  rest,"  in  that  blessed 
hiding  'place !  Well,  God  has  provided  islraag  consD- 
lation  for  lall  who  flee  foifisefpgeitxit  lajnhidd^ott  the 
blessed  hope!-  (And  Whence <ils  :yoon  wiitingiiesa  to 
receive  Christ?  It  is  because  Chrirt: is  willing. ta  be" 
stowbims^andtal^Mstreasves  on  y«c:<  it  isxbe- 
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baute  he  has  begun  to  overturn  the  throne  of  Satan 
in  your  will.  He  has  been  gathering  you  with  his 
arms  that  he  may  lay  you  in  his  bosom ;  and  cause  yon 
to  inherit  substance,  and  fill  your  traasures.  Then 
come,  come  to  Jesus :  it  is  not  contrition  or  deep 
humiliation  alone,  that  renders  you  acceptaUe  to 
Christ ;  but  it  is  your  coming  to  him,  your  leaving  all 
to  follow  him,  and  your  making  him  your  all«  This 
'does  him  honour ;  and  then  is  your  sense  of  sin  suffix 
cient,  when  it  produces  this  effect.  I  hope,  m^  dear 
friend,  you  are  come ;  that  the  great  transaction  has 
passed  in  retirement ;  and  that  you  are  daily  com* 
*ing,  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  his  open  arms.  The 
Lord  bless  you,  and  make  you  a  blessing! 
*  I  am,  8cc,  &c. 

J.  BOWDEir. 


LETTER   LVIL 


TO  MISS  M- 


Now,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  come  to  tell  you 
how  greatly  I  rejoice  with  you,  and  rejoice  over 
*y0u  in  the  Lord;  how  tenderly  I  love  you,  because 
tile  Lord  loveth  you,  and  hath  done  great  thingis 
ifor  you,  and  because  you  desire  to  love  him  as  your 
'^^  alf  in  all^;"-^for  truly  the  Lord  Jesus  is  nothing  at 
%tt'lo  those  to  whom  he  is  not  *f  all  in /all"    Mercy, 


llov  UqJ«  «i  iMit  6W»  »  suved  ^Umsf  ra^  tji^ 
l^wM  iQr  the  «i«rey  |iM4  ])a«  p«r4oq^  btf  WPa^  W)4 

iMnilyf  Tbe  F^^r  9^  ^  h«&  ap|)iQiqte<l  tb«t 
Iki^  3tf oog  tbo^M  bwr  tb«  iofiri^itm  of  tb«  w^ : 
RPbj,  wd  be  hitnsfU*  <cflropft»ri<MWfctef  and  »u«tiuD^ 
Ihftm,  wd  ai^eps  th^o)  to  leao,  with  aU  thcwr  n^r 

I  «oi^FfitMlat9  py  de»r  y^MUig  fri^d  ^  1^  (t|ild  4|i 
«h]£^  di^tinguiabed  h«^ppy  fafluly  ?  Yef ^  I  tnttl^  ¥3r  tl|& 
aUrcreating  power  of  ^e  hox^^  Jesus,  you  are  formed 
an^,.  .  A  i^w  life  has  been  breatbed  into  your  soul : 
you  begia  to  l>ve  the  life  of  faith,  tbe  life  of  God ; 
the  life  that  has  grace  for  its  spring,  the  word  for  its 
lulie,.  Christ  for  its  food,  and  heaven  and  God  and 
j|lory  for  its  end.  Your  eyes  have  beeo  newly 
opened  :  you  have  Ugbt,  newness  of  light,  not  na- 
tural only,  but  sp^rds^l  light.  Yq9  are  asttfuaed,. 
and.  even  grieved,  when  you  look  at  and  into  your* 
se}£  You  see  tiiafe  transcendent  lovieUiieaa  in  the 
Lord  J.MUS  which  natmal  lighi  never  diaeavmi^ 
filrength  you  have,  thougt]  huA  ft  little  StMqg|b«^ 
Sdieaggth,  |iQtto4)e«rAbe  .will  of  yow  Father*  f^Jn^ 

'•kt^r  cbiidrea'  kM>v;  aad  aa  y«a  hope  la  d«^  irtK; 

^aferangth  to  isigh  dvec  the  same  of  your  waakQasi^  to 
lisp  i>ut,  ''  Ahba^  Fatbar  r'  to  rataivfi  tb^  f VicMP 
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tiAlk  of  the  word,  and  to  go  #hQe  a  Father*s  gract 
tfuttains  yon.  You  have,  I  trust,  the  affection  alM 
cf  aciuld :  you  can  bve  much,  though  you  canooC 
damutlL  The  wice  of  Christy  in  hb  word^  is  mu* 
ik  in  yoiir .  ears.  Il  is  tiie  voice  of  your  belovedi 
JUsBOcifted  with  affection,  you  have  the  natural  aa»* 
4pathy  of  a  child  to  that  which  his  Father  batetla 
Xoa  have  a  deep-rooted,  irreconcileable  hatred'  of 
•mm  The  spirit  in  you  warreth  against  the  iesfaJL 
.Osace  is  weak :  you  cannot  prevail  so  fiur  as  to  ex^ 
iiqnfe  and  destroy  sin :  yet  it  is  your  grief;  and  yoU 
Msiity  and  strive  against  it,  and  cry  for  help  against 
it*  Nay,  and  you  tremble  at  the  word  of  God) 
Jet  this  iear  ariseth  from  love  in  the  renewed  soul^ 
Mlrbo  is.  bom  of  God :  it  is  his  food,  his  joy,  his  lifi^ 
Seasons  of  distressful  doubt  and  darkness  may  coni% 
srbea  these  remarks  may  have  their  use.  Yon  knott 
four  spiritual  birth  is  recent  Your  oomiptions  and 
tynhelieving  fears  will  not  suffer  you  to  forget  that  you . 
4Ube  a  little  child.  The  burden  of  affliction  and  of  doty 
^tfill  convince  you  that  your  strength  is  small,  fiuttt 
is  gnent  mercy  to  have  grace  in  the  principle  of  it,  how- 
^ever  fceble ;  to  be  a  child  in  God's  family,  though  a 
fiewwbom  infant  Our  God  despiseth  not  the  day 
4if  snMdi  things.  He  loves,  tenderly  laves,  his  child, 
tbongil.a  babe;  graciously  listens  to  his  voice,  though 
J^ble;  and  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  his  infirmi*" 
<ieiL  A  JkMG  believer  has  as  secure  an  interest  io 
Ckvisfe,  astone  that  b  strong :  be  is  as  truly  redeemed 
£»(MlJte  curse  of  the  law,  he  has  as  M  a  pacd«i. 
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be  is  as  fully  justified  by  the  rightebosiiess  of  Christ ; 
his  name  is  as  truly  written  in  heaven;  and  he  has  as 
nally,  if  not  as  clearly^  a  title  to  the  inheritiyK^e  of 
the  saints  in  light;  Union  with  Christ,  and  the  fid- 
neis  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  him,  is  a  privilege  which 
helongs  to  the  weak  as  well  as  to  the  strong.  The 
fiseble  Lamb  is  led  and  guarded  :  he  lives  and  feeda 
upon  Christ  as  truly  as  others ;  and  if,  in  following 
dhrist,  he  cannot  keep  pace  with  the  flock,  the  gra- 
cious Shepherd  will  take  htm  in  hn  arms.  He  will 
lay  no  more  upon  him  than- be  'is  able  to  bear.  Then, 
say  dear,  be  thankful  for  grtee  in  the  bud,  for  a  lit- 
tle strength,  for  the  least  mite  of  heavenly  treasure. 
It  is  an  earnest  of  more.  Emulate  the  strong,  but 
do  not  envy  tbemi.  In  the  last  day,  multitodes  will 
he  found  among  professors  to  have  no  grace,  and 
iittle  grace  will  become  glory.  A  little  grace  is  more 
precious  than  rubies ;  for  you  have  with  it  the  pre* 
cious  blood  of  Christ,  precious  promises,  and  pre- 
cious faith.  You  will,  however,  suffer  affectionate 
counsel  to  accompany  these  words  of  consolation: 
Who  does  not  find  reason  to  suspect  himself?  "  The 
heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately 
wicked/'  Often  and  carefully,  then,  examine  your- 
self: see  that  the  change  that  has  passed  upon  you 
be  an  universal,  as  well  as  a  real  change  of  heart ;  that 
you  hate  sin  as  sin,  and  that  you  hate  all  sin ;  that 
Christ  is  truly  .your  hope,  that  the  desire  of  your 
soul  is  toM  ards  him.  Then  pray  with  the  Disciples, 
*•  Lord,  increase  my  faith."     Cultivate  warm  affec- 
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tions  towards  your  beloved  Saviour,  and  all  who 
love  him.  Be  thankful  for  the  manifestation  of  your 
Saviour's  presence  and  love,  whenever  he  shall  be 
pleased  to  vouchsafe  it,  in  a  promise  or  in  an  ordi- 
nance :  bt)t]iiest  upon  his  word  when  he  is  pleased  to 
hide  himself.  ^'  Blessed  is  he  who  hath  not  seen, 
^yet  hath  bdieved.^'  If  you  have  not  the  sensible 
aniles  of  your  Lord,  yet  let  his  word  dwell  kt 
yrou  richly.  Ponder  his  word  in  your  heart  Thus 
you  will  be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  others  will  glorify  Christ  in  you.  May 
the.  Divine  blessing  rest  upon  you,  and  every* 
branch  of  your  family,  even  until  every  sheaf  bow 
ta.  Jesus ! 

I  am,  &C.  &c. 

X.  bowdbk;.^^ 


LETTER  LVIir. 


TO  MR. 


OK   THB   DEATH  OP   HIS   WIPE. 
>IT  DEAR  FRIEND,  *' 

Though  I  had  much  reason  to  fear,  from  your 
former  letter,  that  your  dearest  creature-delight  would 
speedily  be  separated  from  you,  yet  I  could  not  but 
be  much  afiected  with  the  melancholy  information 

last  brought  me.     How  uncertain,  and  olikea 
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how  tmnsienty  are  our .  clmiture*^oyiii0nii  1  How 
quickly  the  faiMst  |iroq>ect8  of  Mrthly  feUeily  are 
absorbed  by  olouda  of  darkness !  I  do  not  want  a 
heart  to  sympathize  with  my  frieadi  when  hm  n^ 
iiresbing  gourd  isf  falleiW  from  ^hich  he  had  promiBed 
bioiself  many  suoteeditig  yters  of  p4easumble  rail 
But  why  am  /  dealt  with  by  the  glbrious  Disposer 
o£  all  events  with  such  {peculiar  tenderness  ?  Fiftseo 
months  nearly  dose  the  scene  of  my  dear  friendV 
conjugal  felicity)  yet  for  more  than  txt^nty  ymrs  an 
impassable  hedges  has  been  set  AhioBd  m^  and  around 
all  that  I  have^nor  has  the  great  destroyer  beett  onoe 
sttfibred  to  enter.  I  hope  I  woiild  rejoice  with  tmm« 
bling;  I  hope  I  do  not  want  a  heart  t6  prihft 
the  great  Source  and  Guardian  of  my  many  com- 
forts*  I  hope,  when  times  of  suffering  shall  come, 
that  suffering  grace  will  be  given,  and  then  I  shall 
say,  with  my  mourning  friend,  '^  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  bath  taken  away.^'  I  am  thankful  for  you, 
my  dear  Sir,  that  you  see  the  stroke  directed  by  a 
Father's  hand.  I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  satisfying 
reason  you  have  to  conclude  that  the  friend  you  love 
is  not  vanquished  by  thie  King  of  Terrors;  but,  as 
to  her  mortal  part ^  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus,  and,  as  to 
her  immortal  part^  entered  into  thejoif  of  her  Lord. 
Oh,  delightful  thought !  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
tfaat>  great  as  your  affection  is^  you  will  sometimes 
contemplate  your  partner's  gain,  till  you  have  alnaost 
iorgoUen  your  pain,  and  feel  neoonoiled  to  yow  loss. 
You  will  behold  her,  not  eacompassed  with  iafirmity. 
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Oppress^  with  bodily  weakness,  disease,  and  pain: 
not  discjuieted  with  doubts  and  fears,  temptations^ 
and  sins :  not  complaining  of  a  divided  heart,  of  lan- 
guid gt^ces,  And  heartless  services,  and  Divine  with- 
drawfnents :  but  you  will  behold  her  for  ever  free'firom 
fttn  and  sorrow,  arrayed  in  robes  made  white  in  the 
bki6d  of  the  Lamb;  every  lovely  temper,  every 
poWer  of  her  soul,  delightfulljf  improved ;  surrounded 
witii  oibjects,  and  engaged  in  employments,  calcu- 
lated  to  raise  in  her  breast  a  perpetual  ecstacy  of 
joy :  you  will  behold*  her  welcomed  and  embraced 
by  the  saints  above,  and  filled  with  their  company ; 
yo'd  vi'ill  behold  her,  where  every  Christian  pilgrim 
would  rejoice  to  be,  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  "  present 
with  the  Lord,"  in  the  full  vision  of  his  glory,  in  the 
full  beamings  of  his  love. 

.  That  blissful  interview  how  sweet  ! 

To  fall  transported  at  his  feet! 
Rais'd  in  his  arms»  to  view  his  face 
In  "die  full  beamings  of  his  grace ! 

Ydii  cannot,  my  dear  friend,  soon  lose  the  me- 
mory  of  your  endeared  companion.  I  would  not 
wish  it  You  cannot  think  too  much  of  her,  if  you 
contemplate  her  in  a  proper  light.  Then  reflection 
will  not  aggravate  your  sorrows,  but  will  con- 
strain  you  to  rejoice  in  her  blessedness,  and  you 
will  devoutly  listen  to  the  voice  of  inviting  af- 
fection, which  whispers  from  above,  "  Come  up 
hither."    JBy  no  means  let  our  converse  ^^itb  our 

2  o 
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dear  departed  friends  cease,  though  the  veil  of 
flesh  be  dropt.  By  contemplation  our  souls  can 
find  dielight  in  their  joys ;  and  peiiiaps  their  access 
to  us  is  much  more  near  than  we  are  generally 
aware.  Indeed,  my  highest  entertainment  is 
often  found  in  converse  with  the  dead.  The  most 
pleasant  moments  of  my  last  journey  were  spent  over 
the  grave  of  those  who^rere  once,  and  are  still,  very 
dear  to  n>e.  Oh !  what  a  blessing  is  the  Gospel ! 
What  a  sweet  relief  does  religion,  genuine  reli^on^ 
afford  in  a  time  of  suffering !  What  a  mercy  to  have 
our  hearts  directed  into  the  love  of  God,  and  to  have 
free  access  to  a  God  of  consolation !  When  the 
streams  of  creature-felicity  fail  us,  what  a  mercy  to 
have  our  real  interests  secured  by  a  covenant  ordered 
in  all  things  and  sure,  and  to  be  satisfied  that  the  love 
of  God  IS  ever  the  same  ;  that  this  glorious  Sun  still 
shines  as  full  and  as  bright  as  ever,  though  clouds  and 
darkness  in  the  atmosphere  below  may  for  a  season 
hide  him  from  our  sight. 

I  trust  you  will  soon  be  able  to  trace  the  love  of 
God  in  this  mournful  dispensation  of  Iiis  Provi- 
dence, and  sing  of  judgment,  and  sing  of  mercy. 
You  have  one  tie  less  to  this  world,  and  one  attrac- 
tion more  to  a  better  world.  You  will  be  able,  I 
trust,  to  direct  your  thoughts  and  your  heart  with 
greater  liberty  towards  heaven,  and  to  seek,  with 
glowii^g  ardour,  that  better  country.  Then  the  loss 
of  this  dear  object  of  your  affection  will  be  repaired  by 
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the  sweeter  expressions  of  that  love,  which  fills  the 
soul  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

J.    BOWDEN. 


LETTER  LIX. 


TO  MR.  S 


I  THANK  you  for  yours  of  the  13th.     To  hear  of 
your  success  heightens  my  pleasure ;  yet  I  have  seen 
so  many  instances^  among  the  people  of  God,  of  the 
injurious  influence  of  worldly  prosperity,  that  I  re- 
joice with  a  degree  of  trembling ;  and  as  I  stand  on 
the  ground  of  a  long-established  friendship,  I  think 
I  cannothelp  pointing  my  friend  to  the  shield,  when  I 
apprehend  danger  to  be  near.  My  imagination  has  for 
some  time  past  presented  him  to  my  view  as  exposed 
to  temptations,  by  which  many  have  been  wounded, 
and  to  which  he  is  in  a  great  measure  a  stranger : 
like  a  tree  in  full  bloom,  assaulted  by  a  bleak  east- 
ern wind,  or  a  ship  launching  forth  into  the  perilous 
sea.     Will  you  forgive  me,  if  I  say  I  am  afraid  of 
you,  lest  you  should  not  stand  the  blast,  or  ride  the 
storm — perhaps  I  might  rather  have  said,  endure  the 
calm  without  injury.    Alas!  what  feeble,  irresolute, 
creatures  we  are  1     After  having  so  often  confessed 
ourselves  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  and 
that  seriously  and  sincerely  too,  how  quickly,  how 
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easily,  are  we  captivated  by  the  glory  of  the  world  l 
How  soon  do  we  lose  the  impression  of  a  Saviour's 
dying  love !  How  insensibly  do  we  lose  the  ardour 
of  our  affection,  even  to  him  whom  our  hearts  have 
often  adored  as  altogether  lovely  ;  and  yet,  like  the 
mighty  Sampson  in  his  inglorious  fall,  we  are  some- 
times insensible  of  our  loss,  until  wounds  and  bruises 
teach  us  that  the  Lord  is  departed.  It  is  not  without 
reason  that  that  solemn  warning  is  left  upon  record, 
"  Take  heed,  brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you 
an  evil  heart  of  unbelief/'  What !  (you  fu^  ready  to 
say)  does  my  friend  think  that  I  would  depart  from 
the  living  God,  whose  name  I  have  so  long  pro* 

.  fessed,  and  whose  favour  I  prefer  to  a  thousand 
worlds  ?  No,  my  dear  Sir,  I  know  enough  of  yoO| 
and  of  that  grace  wherein  you  3tand,  to  satisfy  ma 

*  in  that  respect.  I  only  fear  that  worldly  enticements 
may  prevail  to  shake  your  stedfastness  in  your  Chris- 
tian walk,  to  chill  the  heavenly  ardour  of  your  spiritSt 
and  injure  you  in  your  sweetest  enjoyments.  But 
you  say  again.  What  can  be  the  ground  of  these 
fears  ?  What  ha5  my  friend  heard  ?  Most  heartily 
shall  I  rejoice,  my  dear  Sir,  in  being  satis^ed  from 
you  that  my  fears  luive  no  sufficient  ground.  How- 
ever, I  must  refer  you  to  your  own  letter,  as  that 
which  has  given  me  the  alarm.  Your  letters  have 
always  pleased  and  often  refreshed  and  animated 
me ;  and  I  am  well  pleased  with  your  remarks  on 
the  23d  Psalm,  in  your  last  letter.  They  are  just 
and  good.     I  do  not,  however,  think  3'ou  are  quite 


• 

80  faappy  in  the  gloss  you  put  on  the  passages  which 
refer  to  Joshua  and  David,  and  the  application  you 
OMtke  of  them.  They  are  introduced,  I  perceive,  by 
way  of  apology  for  your  own  conduct  As  .to  public 
<Nrdinances,  you  say,  I  and  my  dear  M are  fre- 
quently obliged  to  put  up  with  the  loss  of  them  in 
die  winter  season.  What!  thought  I,  thunder- 
etnick  (as  we  say)  by  this  expression,  put  up  with 
the  loss  of  public  ordinances,  and  that  frequently ! 
Surely  my  friend  did  not  so  formerly,  when  he  had  the 
tiame  difficulties  to  encounter.  Those  difficulties  did 
not  then  daunt  him ;  but  now  he  dreams  of  a  lion  in 
the  way,  and  flatters  himself,  that  as  '^  he  cannot  go 
to  the  house  of  God,  the  God  of  the  house  will  come 
to  him.**  My  good  friend,  this  sentiment  of  Mr, 
Henry  is  very  just  and  excellent,  full  of  comfort  to 
the  real  prisoners  of  Providence;  but  let  us  not 
apply  it  to  such  difficulties  as  a  little  self-denial  and 
resolution  would  surmount  I  admire  another  say- 
ing, which  the  same  good  man  records,  of  a  devout 
Jewish  Rabbin,  who,  being  strongly  recommended 
to  a  place  where  many  advantages  would  be  united 
on  his  settlement,  on  bearing  that  there  was  no  syna- 
gogue there,  resolutely  refused,  devoutly  replying, 
to  every  remonstrance,  **  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is 
better  to  me  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver." 
But  what,  my  good  friend  !  must  the  flagrant  hypo- 
crisy of  Jehu,  or  the  irregular  zeal  of  many  pro- 
fessors* in  the  present  day,  suppress  the  fervour  of 
cm  wa}  for  public  ordinances^  and  still  the  panting 
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of  the  hunted  hart  for  the  water  brooks  ?  Or  will 
David*s  temper  and  conduct,  and  especially  bis  zeal 
for  the  house  of  God,  which  almost  swallowed  up 
bis  desire,  his  care,  his  thought,  afford  the. shadow 
of  a  plea  for  the  frequent  omission  of  public 
ordinances?  It  is  true,  personal  and  family  reli- 
gion are  of  very  high  importance ;  and  I  believe 
^t  is  equally  true,  that  the  more  the  genuine  principle 
of  godliness  prevails  within  us,  the  more  earnestly 
our  souls  will  long  to  appear  before  God  in  Zion^ 
where  he  especially  loves*  to  dwell,  and  where  be 
eminently  commands  the  blessing.  Thus,  my  friend, 
I  have  stated  my  fears  with  a  freedom  which  no- 
thing but  the  truest  friendship  could  have  reconciled 
me  to  using.  I  need  not  multiply  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  a  close  walk  with  God :  you  have  learned 
them  from  the  Scripture;  you  have  long  felt  their 
power  and  sweetness ;  and  still,  I  trust,  you  will. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  BOWDEX. 


LETTER    LX. 

ro  A  FRIEND. 

OK  THE  DEATH  OF  A  DAUGHTER. 
MY  DEAK  SIK, 

Condolence    and    congratulation   must    be 
united  in  my  reply  to  your  letter  of  affecting  infw* 
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mation  received  on  Monday  last  Nature  and  sense 
seem  to  demand  a  tribute  of  grief  and  of  tears  on 
such  an  occasion  as  this :  they  would  fix  the  weeping 
eye  and  the  bleeding  heart  on  the  withered  gourd,  the 
lovely  form  dissolved  and  lost  in  death,  and^i  insa^ 
tiable  as  the  grave,  still  cry,  Give,  give !  J^t  in  the 
vision  which  faitli  opens  to  our  view,  the  horror  of 
these  scenes  is  greatly  relieved  by  the  glory  of  ob« 
jects  transcendently  delightful  and  eternal.  We 
realise  the  joy  of  heaven,  and  can  scarcely  regret 
the  falling  of  the  seed  into  the  earth.  We  behpld 
the  friends  we  love  in  the  fulness  of  heaven's 
delights :  in  the  palace, — in  the  very  arms  of  the 
Infinite  Jehovah  ;  and  we  almost  forget  our  loss  in 
the  joy  of  their  salvation.  Happy  should  we  be 
iHlre  could  more  intently  and  habitually  ''  look  at 
those  things  which  are  not  seen,"  for  they  "  are 
eternal." 

A  lovely  young  lady,  once  my  intimate  friend^ 
in  her  near  approach  to  dissolution,  observing  her 
father  overcome  with  grief,  thus  pertinently  remon* 
strated :  ^'  Why,  Sir,  so  much  grief?  Had  an  offer 
of  marriage  been  made  by  one  who  in  himself  vrsJi 
all  you  could  wish,  and  whose  situation  in  life  was 
far  superior  to  mine,  but  whose  residence  must  be  in 
a  remote  part  of  the  kingdom,  perhaps  the  consi-* 
deration  of  advantage  and  promotion  to  me  would 
have  reconciled  you  to  my  removal,  though  it  would 
have  been  little  other  than  a  separation  for  life^. 
But  I  am  now  about  to  be  promoted  incomparably 
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beyond  any  thing  that  could  have  occurred  in  tiiis 
world*  Then  why  this  reluctance  ?  Our  next  meet- 
ing will  be  in  circumstanced  of  high  improvement, 
joyful  and  perpetual/* 

'  You,  my  dear  Sir,  will  discern  a  great  deal 
in  this  mpfecting  visitation,  that  calls  for  resig- 
nation and  even  complaceDcy  in  the  will  of 
Heaven ;  nay,  and  gratitude  and  holy  admira^ 
tion.  God  put  great  honour  on  Jesse's^  family,  in 
the  designation  and  holy  anointing  by  the  hand  of 
Samuel,  of  one  of  his  sons  for  the  throne  of  Israel ; 
but  He  has  put  an  higher  honour  upon  your  feunily. 
He  has  graciously  visited  your  house ;  marked  with 
peculiar  affection  that  lovdy  branch  which  stood 
xnost  exposed  to  the  blast  of  tranptation,  gathered 
her  under  His  shadow,  put  His  Spirit  upon  MHt, 
beautified  her  with  His  salvation,  and  them,  pointing 
to  his  palace  in  glory,  said,  "  Follow  me!"  She 
was  charmed  into  obedience.  His  grace,  his  love,  his 
glory  constrained  her.  She  went  exulting ;  and  well 
she  might  But  when  she  had  shaken  off  the  burden 
of  flesh  aiid  every  oppressive  infirmity,  and  had  en- 
tered through  the  gate  into  the  city,  she  exulted  with 
a  warmer  heart  and  a  louder  voice.  Then,  what  re- 
verence, what  wonder  and  surpri^  mingled  with  her 
joy,  while  kindred  spirits,  in  language  of  high  con- 
^pratulation,  i  directing  hqr  transported  eye  to  Him 
who  sitteth  on.  the  throne,  said,  ^'  He  is  thy  Lord, 
aad^  worship  thou  Him  I'-  O^  my  dear  Sir  !  it  is  a 
t^amn  worthi  dying*  lor|  to  see  oiur  amiling  God. 
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And  for  what  purpose  is  life  desirable,  but  for  t^e 
improvement  of  the  advantages  given  us  in  seeking 
and  serving  the  Lord  ?  May  you  and  I  find  a 
quickening  power  attend  these  solemn  events. 
Alas !  how  slothful  our  spirits !  How  earthly  and 
sensual  are  they !  How  seldom  do  we  rise  to  God, 
and  with  becoming  ardour  pursue  the  immortal 
prize !  What  a  mercy  is  it  that  God  does  not  cease 
to  call,  to  call  aloud,  to  pierce  our  very  hearts  by  his 
visitations,  that  he  might  compel  us  to  forsake 
all,  and  follow  him  !  O  to  be  truly  his!  declaring 
plainly  by  our  conversation,  that  we  seek  a  country ; 
that  our  treasure  is  ia  heaven,  and  that  our  hearts 
are  there  also. 

I  am. 
With  much  respect,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

J.   BOWDEN. 
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